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TO    THE    PROFESSION     OF    THE    NORTHWEST. 

It  is  with  diffidence  and  distrust,  that  we  come  before  tbe 
medical  profession  in  this,  our  new  role,  being  fully  aware  of 
the  responsibility  of  the   undertaking. 

As  no  medical  journal  is  published  in  this  territory,  it  would 
seem,  that  an  organ  of  this  kind  is  needed  to  satisfy  the  wants 
of  the  profession,  through  which   the  members  may   be  brought 
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into  closer  proximity  to  each  other  and  by  an  interchange  of 
thought  and  experience  through  its  columns,  not  only  benefit 
themselves  but  the  profession. 

This  publication  being  the  "advance  guard"  in  medical  jour- 
nalism in  Dakota,  we  hope,  that  from  our  small  beginning,  at 
no  distant  day  when  The  Brief  shall  have  passed  into  the  fos- 
tering care  of  some  one  more  talented  than  ourselves,  that  on 
this  foundation  will  be  erected  a  fabric  more  worthy  of  your  at- 
tention and  support. 

The  medial  profession  in  Dakota  is  represented  by  physicians 
and  surgeons,  of  education  and  experience  second  to  none. 

To  them  we  would  earnestly  appeal,  to  lend  us  a  helping  hand, 
and  with  their  pens  to  assist  us  in  making  the  Dakota  Medical 
Brief  what  we  wish  it  to  be. 

Heretofore  our  territory  has  been  the  paradise  of  quacks  driven 
from  the  neighboring  states,  who  in  the  eye  of  the  law  were  on 
an  equality  with  the  most  learned  in  the  profession. 

Thanks  to  the  last  territorial  legislature,  new  hope  has  arisen, 
and  a  brighter  day  has  dawned.  The  law  requires  amendments 
and  additions,  which  the  profession  should  labor  to  effect.  We 
are,  however,  thankful  for  "small  favors"  and  trust  the  present 
law  is  the  stepping  stone  to  something  more  perfect. 

Trusting  our  brethren  will  not  look  on  this — our  first  effort — 
with  an  eye  too  critical,  and  will  kindly  throw  the  mantle  of 
their  charity  over  our  errors  and  short  comings,  we  are  respect- 
fully, 

The  Editors. 
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POISON    OAK    DISEASE, 

[Ry  S.  Austine  Brown*,  M.  D.,  Soux  Falls,  Dakota. 

I  believe  that  the  affection  produced  in  the  human  skin  by 
contact  with  certain  vegetable  juices,  notably  that  of  the  rhua 
toxicodendron,  is  a  disease  and  not  an  injury,  although  in  so  do- 
ing I  differ  from  so  eminent  an  authority  as  Professor  Maisch. 
Prof.  Maisch  attributes  the  affection  to  the  direct  irritant  action 
of  an  acid  which  he  has  isolated  and  called  toxicodendric  acid, 
and  on  theoretical  grounds  recommends  for  its  treatment  the  use 
of  alkaline  solutions  applied  to  the  affected  parts,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  neutralizing  the  acid,  and  thus,  by  destroying  the  cause, 
limiting  the  progress  of  the  affection. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  affection  is  due  to  a  minute  living  or- 
ganism, that  it  is  a  vital  and  not  a  chemical  process  which  pro- 
duces the  inflamation;  that  the  morbific  agency  resides  in  the 
juice  of  certain  vegetable  substances,  and  is  propagated  iri  the 
skin  of  the  affected  subject. 

I  have  made  no  microscopic  observations  upon  the  subject, 
but  base  my  opinion  on  the  symptoms  and  course  of  the  disease, 
and  on  the  results  of  therapeutic  measures.  • 

The  disease  begins  with  redness,  heat  and  swelling  of  the  skin, 
pot  at  once,  but  within  twelve  hours  after  exposure  to  contact 
with  the  noxious  juice.  It  goes  on  in  twelve  hours  or  so  to  Vesi- 
cation, This  process  is  followed  by  the  formation  of  scabs  over- 
lying ulcers,  which  discharge  a  seropurulent  fluid.  Unless  treat- 
ed these  ulcers  and  scabs  may  remain  indefinitely.  The  disease, 
at  the  same  time,  begins  to  spread  to  the  unaffected  surrounding 
skin  by  successive  crops  of  vesicles,  for  days  after  the  conta 
the  poison  and  the  setting  up  of  the  initial  inflammation,  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  unlike  the  process  or  spreading  in  incarnation  cai 
by  the  action  of  irritant  poisons.  The  character  of  the  vesicles 
has  caused  some  authors  to  class  the  disease  under  the  head  of 
herpes,  whilst  the  mode  of  spreading  has  caused  so  great  an  au- 
thority as  the  learned  Professor  Gross  to  class  it  with  erysipelas. 
It  is  communicated,  by  contact  of  its  Huid  products,  .to  unaffect- 
ed portions  of  the  patient's  skin,  and  to  susceptible,  unaffected 
individuals. 

It  is  incapable  of  affecting  a  certain  proportion  of  the  human 
race.  In  this  particular  it  resembles  the  contagions  febrile  dis 
ease.  It  is  promptly  and  completely  curable  by  specific  treat- 
ment. This  characteristic  it  has  in  common  with  many  parasitic 
diseases,  it  is  invariably  curable  by  the  use  of  sulphur  ointment 
properly  made  and  applied.  Pediculis  pubis  always  yields  to 
mercurial  ointment.  Tinea  circinata  and  tinea  decalvaus  both 
invariably  yield  to  the  proper  use  of  salicylic  acid  applied  Iocalh 
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Tape  worm  yields  to  carbolic  acid,  and  so  do  the  septic  bac- 
teria of  ListerT  quinine,  the  only  specific  in  a  general  febrile 
affection  has  been  shown  to  be  battling  with  a  minute  organism 
in  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever. 

My  object  in  writing  this  paper  is  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
association  to  the  specific  treatment  of  Poison  Oak  Disease.  It 
is  as  follows: 

R       Bromin.  gtt.  x— xx 

Ol.  Olivap. 

Sen  01.  amygdalae  dulcis  f.  oz.  l     misce. 

gk       Apply  freely  to  affected  surface  four  times  daily.    Wash  with  warm  water 
and  eastile  soap  twice  daily. 

I  brought  this  treatment  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  five 
years  ago  (see  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  May  20th,  1878.).  I  have 
used  the  application  with  unvarying  success  in  upward  of  seventy 
cases.  It  has  in  all  cases  stopped  the  progress  of  the  disease 
from  the  first  application,  and  has  affected  a  perfect  cure  inside 
of  forty-eight  hours. 

I  have  treated  cases  in  all  stages,  and  of  all  grades  of  severi- 
ty. I  had  no  case  in  which  the  disease  had  resisted  treatment 
for  five  weeks.  I  had  one  patient  who  conceived  the  idea,  that, 
if  he  could  get  the  entire  surface  of  his  body  affected,  and  then 
cured  he  might  thus  protect  himself  from  subsequent  attacks. 
He,  therefore,  one  summer  afternoon  gathered  the  leaves  of  the 
rhus  radicans,  bruised  them  and  rubbed  the  juice  freely  on  every 
inch  of  his  skin.  1  saw  him  in  about  sixteen  hours  after  the  ap- 
nlication.  He  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  room  naked. 
He  could  not  lie  nor  sit  nor  bear  any  clothes  to  touch  him.  His 
skin  was  distended  apparently  to  its  utmost  capacity,  his  features 
were  nearly  obliterated,  his  eyes  were  completely  closed.  He 
was  suffering  greatly  from  pain  and  the  discomfort  of  his  condi- 
tion. His  temperature  was  elevated  two  degrees,  and  his  pulse 
was  110.  I  caused  the  application  to  be  made  at  once  to  every 
part  of  the  body.  Relief  was  almost  immediate.  Fain  and 
swelling  began  at  once  to  subside,  temperature  became  normal; 
in  twenty-four  hours  he  could  see  and  in  forty-eight  hours  every 
trace  of  his  experiment  had  vanished.  There  was  not  a  single 
vesicle  formed'. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  bromine  cures  the  disease  by 
destroying  a  living  organism  which  is  doing  the  mischief.  Still 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong  the  fact  that  with  this  agent  I  have 
heen  able  to  perform  so  great  a  number  of  cures  without  one 
single  failure  is  worth  the  notice  of  the  profession. 

I  will  state  that  owing  to  the  extremely  volatile  •  nature  of 
bromine  the  mixture  above  mentioned  will  keep  well  for  only 
about  twenty-four  hours  even  when  corked.  It  is,  therefore- 
best  to  make  the  combination,  as  short  a  time  before  using  it  as- 
possible., 
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ON    THE    USE    OF    ACIDS    AND    ALKALIES. 

Repeated  experiments  have  shown  thai  when  diluted  acids  are 
taken  into  the  stomach  they  check  the  secretion,  while  alkalies 
excite  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice.  Hence  it  is  that  acids 
lessen  acid  and  increase  alkaline  secretions  from  glands,  while 
.alkalies  cheek  the  Alkaline,  but  increase  the  acid.  From  this  it 
is  apparent  that  the  time  in  respect  to  meals  for  juice  acids  is 
■apparent  and  all  important.  If  given  before  meals,  acids  check 
the  secretion  of  the  acid  gastric  juice  and  so  hinder,  ins tea-d  of 
aiding-  d.!o*estion.  When  the  secretion  of  gastric  iuice  is  defioi- 
<ent  acids  should  he  taken  after  .meals.  As  a  rule,  atonic  dys- 
pepsia should  )>e  treated  by  alkalies  given  a  short  time  before 
ineals,  when  they  increase  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice. 

Ill  certain  cases  the  acids  relieve,  where  the  alkalies  fail. 
These  are  presumably,  where  the  mucous  membrane  has  become 
debilitated  by  excesses  in  eating  or  drinking  and  where  no  stim- 
ulant can  excite  a  sufficient  flow  of  the  gastric  juice.  In  many 
diseases  of  the  stoi-nach  and  affections  elsewhere  disturbing 
this  organ,  an  excess  of  acid  is  secreted  by  its  follicles.  This 
undue  secretion  is  checked  by  acids  taken  before  meals.  Exces- 
sive fermentation  and  excessive  secretion  of  gastric  juice  are  the 
two  causes  of  acidity  of  the  stomach.  Acids  possess  the  power 
<of  checking  this  acidity,  and  the  symptoms  which  .accompany  it, 
whether  they  depend  on  pregnancy,  uterine  disease,  calculus  of 
the  kidneys  or  the  various  dyspepsias,  or  more  serious  diseases 
of  the  stomach-. 

Eructations  of  offensive  gas,  are  corrected  by  the  ad*ni«istra.'- 
tion  of  the  mineral  acids.  A  clue  to  the  administration  of  acids, 
or  alkalies  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  stomach  can,  (as  a 
general  rule)  be  obtained  by  testing  the  secretion  of  fluids  eject- 
ed from  the  stomach.  Xot  unfrequently  soon  after  a  meal,  a 
fluid  regurgitates,  often  without  an  effort  on  the  part  cf  the  pati- 
ent, into  the  mouth.  This  is  usually  strongly  acid.  If  such  be 
the  case  the  acidity  and  pyrosis  can  be  almost  immediately  re- 
moved by  the  use  of  hydrochloric  acid  before  meals. 

In  other  cases,  the  fluid  of  pyrosis  is  of  an  alkaline  reaction, 
often  accompanied  by  mv.ch  distress,  with  nausea  and  vomiting 
of  the  food,  which  has  shortly  before  been  taken.  Here  all  the 
distressing  symptoms  may  be  removed  by  the  exhibition  of  nitric 
or  hydrochloric  acid  given  as  soon  as  the  meal  is  ended. 

If  the  acids  are  too  long  continued,  the  improvement  which 
first  follows  their  use  ceases,  and  fresh  symptoms  arise,  which 
yield  to  an  entirely  opposite  treatment. 

Sulphuric  acid  is  of  unquestionable  value  in  choleraic  and 
summer  diarrhoea.  Where  its  results  are  Unsatisfactory,  it  de- 
pends in  most  cases  on  its  being  given  in  too  large  doses,  where- 
by the  acidity  of  the  canal  is  increased  and  the  diarrhoea  often 
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aggravated.  Its  good  effects  most  certainly  follow  on  small 
medicinal  doses.  Nitric  acid  in  small  doses  largely  diluted,  acts 
most  admirably  in  the  diarrhoea  of  children,  where  the  evacua- 
tions are  green,  curded,  mixed  with  mucus,  sour  and  their  pass- 
age accompanied  with  much  tenesmus. 

It  is  also  valuable  in  the  chronic  diarrhoea  of  children,  where 
the  evacuations  are  pale,  pasty,  having  a  sour  odor. 

Have  also  found  decided  be-neht  in  an  atonic  condition  of  the 
liver  from  tlie  use  of  a  foot  bath  of  dilute  nkromuriatic  acid  each 
evening,  continued  for  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  and  frequent 
sponging  over  the  hepatic  region  with  the  same.  Sufficient  acid 
should  be  added  fco  tepid  water  to  be  decidedly  sour  to  the  taste. 


HYPODERMIC    TREA75IEXT 

:al  World  - 

, ?•>  mietimes  eaosed  by  pilocarpine  fnject  i 

.  otic  poisoning Cuffein.in  solution,  gr;  i  or  gr.  ii:  or  fluid  extractor  coffe* 

gr.  xxx,  in  warm  water,  or  Sp.  ainmon  aroniat. 

gtt 

Alopecia ^..Pilocarpine,  in  solution,  gr.  1-4©,  injeete  scalp. 

Ancnfisin -..  E*g»t  in  solution,  gr.  i  to  gr.  iii. 

Apoplexy  Srgotiue,  in  solution,  gr.  \i,  m  the  arm  pf  neck. 

Vsl  lima  . . : Atropine  in  sol.,  gr.  i-€0,  or  pilocarpine,  gr.  &  repeated. 

Bnmehitis  (commencing^. . . Aponnorphia,  gr.  1-lOin  solution. 

Bubo Carbolic  acid,  in  solution,  gr.  i  into  the  swelling. 

noma Acetic  acid,  l  in  3  solution,  into  the  tumor. 

Cancer, advanced Acetate  of  morphia,  gr,  1-6  Or  more,  in  solution. 

Chloroform  ......  Digitaline,  in  solution,  gr.  1-10,  followed   by  atrophia, 

same  strength. 

Cholera  Acetate  of  morphia,  gr.1,^,  with  sulphateof  atropia.gi 

Chorea Curare  gr.  1-20  daily:  orsulplate  of  eserine,  same  do: 

hyoscyannne.  zr,  1-40. 

Convulsions,  infantile Very  weak  morphia  injections. 

Convulsions,  puerperal Chloral  hydrate,  in  solution,  gr.  iii. 

C-roup Sulphate  of  atropia,  t  percent  sol.,  in  the  ne 

Datura  poisoning Pilocarpine  in  solution.gr.  ',-.  repeated. 

Dropsy,  cardiac  Caff e in,  in  solution;  gr.  i  to  gr.  iii. 

Dysenterj   \  orpbia,  in  solution,  gi 

Eczema Arseniate  of  soda.  1 1  per  cent  solution  )  m-x  injected. 

Enuresis Nitrate  "l"  -tryehnine,  gr.  1-30.  in  neighborhood  of  rectum 

Epilepsy Curare,  in  solution,  gr.i-20,once  a  week;  or  piorotoxin, 

[-26. 

Epistaxis  Ergotine,gr.  i  to  gr.  iii.  into  armor  neck. 

Erectile  tumors Perchloride  of  iron,  in  weak  solution. 

Erysipelas  Carbolic  or  salicylic  acid.  3  per  cent  solution. 

Foreign  body  in  oesophagus.  Apomorphia.  gr.  1-10.  to  procure  emesis  rapidly. 
fractures,  un-united Glacial  acetic  acid,  mviii.or  tincture  of  iodine,  between 

fractured  ends. 
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4ra<vtra1gi& Nitaat«of*tryelmine,gr.  1-25.,  in  glycerine  and  water. 

Goitre Ergv>tine„'gr.  U,  increasing  to  gr.  ii,  in  solution. 

Heart  diseases Macrotin,gr  i,1n  solution. 

Ha-uiMqxtysis iSeleroiinic  aeid,  gr.  ss  to  gr.  i,  in  -solution,  tei  jected  in  the 

neck. 

H  a-morrhages,  general.  —  Krge/&ne  and  morphia:;  or  selerotinic racid as  alx>ve. 

Hemicranui  Caftein,  about  gr.  i,  in  -solution. 

Hernia AtropLa  aitd  morphia,  to  facilitate  reduction. 

BTccovgfa,  persistent Pilocarpine.,  gr.  1-12  in  solution. 

Ffydrophehia .. Curare.,  ox  pilocarpine,  as  above,  or  inoculation  with  at 

tenuated  virus  <Easi ear's  nietb  od  >. 

.Mania,  violent Hyoseyamia,  gr.  i-40„  or  cooia,  gr.  H,  in  solution. 

Neuralgia  of  joints .Colchicine,  in  solution.  gr.  1-32, 

.Neuralgias,  local... Muriate  of.  cocaine,  (4  per  cent  solution),  mxv;  or  sali- 
cylate of  cocaine,  gr.  % ;  or  muriate  of  gelsem- 
«im,  gr.  1-40;  or  chloroform,  in  xfi. 

(Obstructieia, ietestiual Aloin,  in  warm  solution,  insbo  abdominal  walls-  or  atro- 
pine in  solution,  gr.  1-0CL 

Opium  poisoning ,.0&£e:n,  as  above;  or  flmd  extract  of  coffee. 

Paralysis Phyoos&gma,  in  solution,  gc  1 20, 

Perspiration,  ex<  essiare Pilocarpine,  In  solution,  gr.  1+8. 

I  'erspiration,  arrest  Of Nitrate  of  musearin,  in  solution,  gr.  %. 

Pharyngeal  paralysis Pierotoxin,  in  solution,  gr.  1-2.5. 

Polypus Glycerine  -sf  carbolic  aeid,  m  s i  into  tumoa . 

Pyaemia OU.  of  eucalyptus,  m  v,  mixed  with  olive  oil. 

ion  of  urine Ergetine,  gr.  > £  in  solution,  behind  great  trot . h. 

Rheumatic  joint  affeetioas .Colchicine,  gr.  J-32  in  solution. 

Sarcoma,  multiple  cutaneous  Fowler's  solution,  m  ivto  vi,  with  equal  amount  of 

.Sciatica Aconitine,  in  solution,  gr,  1-12Q,  locally,  with  caution, 

Shock,  aurgieal Quinine.,  gr.yiirj  solution  with  morphia,  gr.  %* 

.sick  headache. Picrotoxine,  in  solutien.gr.  1-25. 

Skin  diseases,  parasitic, Carbolic  or  salicylic  acid,  as  above. 

Snake-feite Ammonia,  .brandy,  or  carbolic  acid  ioto  a 

strychnia  poisoning Caffein,  gr.  i  in  solution ;  or  chloral,  gr.  iii. 

iS weats,  night Atropine,  gr.  1-40 ;  or  picrotoxine,  gr.  1-25 ;  -or  musearin, 

gr.  J4,  in  s«luit©n. 

RyphilMfi .«„.. Iodoform,  in  ethereal  solution,  gr.  h  daily ;  or  form  amide 

of  mercury,  1  per  cent,  solution,  m  v  to  m  x ;  or 
calomel,  gr..  issin  mucilage.  intc-  gluteal  region, 
every  rev  flays,  0  , or  4  applications  sail  to  bo 
(sufficient. 

Tetanus .Sulphate  of  eserine,  gr.  JI-20  in  solution ;  or  eiioral  and 

morphia  alternately.. 

Trichinosis Ergo  tine,  an  sohition,  gr.  i,  into  muscles. 

Tumors 1  erosmic  acid,  1  per  cent,  solution,  m  iii. 

Urticaria — Bisulphite -.of  soda;  saturated  solution.,  injected  locally 


10  THE     DAKOTA     MEDICAL     BSIEF. 

ON    THE    EFFECTS    OF    SPIRITS,    WINES,    TEA 
ANI>    COFFEE,    ON    DIGESTION. 

[By  WUBapi  Bobectst.  M  .  D  ,  F,  E,  C .  P.,.  F„  K.  S„  Consulting  PfiysicSM  to  tne» 
Mancbestea  KoyaL  Infirmary,. in  Bnu.tLnv.aite  s  Retrospect..] 

The  distilled  spirits — brandy,  whisky,  and  gin — were  fownit  to 
Siave  but  a  trifling  retarding  effect  on  the  digestive  process,, 
whether  salivary  or  pepticy  in  the  proportioas  in  vshich.  tkey  are 
commonly  used  dieteticai-ly.  Their  obstructive  effects  only  b«*- 
came  apparent  when  used  in  Quantities  which  approached  intem- 
perance. Taking  this  in  ccni  unction  with  the  stimulating  action 
which,  they  exercise  en  the  glands  which  secrete  the  digestive 
juices,  and  on  the  muscular  activity  of  the  stomach,  their  effect 
in  these  moderate  dietetic  proportions  must  be  regarded  as  dis- 
tinctively promotive  of  digestion. 

Wines  and  malt  liquors  exhibited  an  aetio*>  differing  jonsid- 
erably  from-  that  of  ardent  spirits*  Wines  were  found -to-  be 
highly  inimical  to  salivary  digestion.  Even  very  small  quanti- 
ties of  sherry,  claret,  hock,  03  champagne,  inhibited  the  action 
of  saliva  on  starch  to- a  very  high  degree.  This  is- due  to  the 
considerable  acidity  which  all  wines  possess.  When  this  acidity 
was  neutralized  by  the  addition  of  an  alkali,  the  inhibitory  effect 
of  wines  on  starch-digestion  was  entirely  removed.  It  is  a  com- 
mon practice,  as  you-  know,  to  mix  wines — especially  gherry,, 
claret,  and  heck — with  soda,  seltzer,  or  some  other  effervescent 
table- wates.  These  waters  ail  contain  a  charge  of  alkaline  car- 
bonate, and  it  was  found  that,  when  wines  were  thus  mixed,  they 
cease-d  to*  embarrass  salivary  action.  This  practice  mav,  there- 
fore, be  looked  on  as  highly  eo?nmendable  in  the  case  of  persons 
of  weak  digestion. 

On  peptic-  digestion,  wines  exhibited!  a  retarding"  effect  alto- 
gether out  of  proportion  to  the  alcohol  contained  in  them.  Both 
the  stronger  and  the  lighter  wines,  except  in  very  moderate  pro- 
portions, cheeked  the  speed  of  peptic  digestion.  In  the  custom- 
ary dietetic  use  of  wines  with  meals  there  is,  probably,  a  double 
action;  on  the  one  hand,  a  stimulating  action  on  the  secretion  of 
gastric  juice,  and  on  the  muscular  contractions  of  the  stomach; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  retarding  effect  on  the  speed  of  the 
chemical  process.  In  the  case  of  persons  of  weak  digestion, 
wines  should  be  taken  sparingly,  and  the  quantity  so  adjusted  as 
to  bring  out  their  stimulating  action  without  provoking  the  re- 
tarding effects  which  follow  their  more  liberal  use.  Champagne 
was    found  to   have  a  distinctly  less  retarding  power    than  ar\ 
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equal  volume  of  claret  or  hock.  This  I  judged  to  be  solely  due 
to  the  mechanical  effects  of  the  effervescence  and  liberation  of 
gas,  whereby  a  more  efficient  stirring  up  of  the  digesting  mass 
would  be  effectuated.  Effervescent  wines,  therefore  —  other 
things  being  equal — favour  the  speed  of  peptic  digestion  more 
than  still  wines. 

The  effects  of  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  exhibited  some  interest- 
ing diversity.  It  was  found  that  tea  had  an  intense  inhibitory 
effect  on  salivary  digestion;  even  in  very  minute  .proportion,  it 
completely  paralysed  the  action  of  saliva.  On  the  other  hand, 
coffee  and  cocoa  had  only  a  slight  effect  on  salivary  digestion. 
The  inhibitory  action  of  tea  on  saliva  was  found  to  be  due  to  the 
large  quantity  of  tannin  contained  in  the  tea-leaf.  Some  per- 
sons have  supposed  that  by  infusing  tea  for  a  very  brief  period — 
two  or  three  minutes — the  passage  of  tannin  into  the  beverage 
could  be  avoided.  This,  however,  is  a  delusion.  Tannin  is  one  of  the 
most  soluble  substances  known;  it  melts  like  sugar  in  hot  wat^r. 
One  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  in  his  hcrror  of  tannin,  was 
m  the  habit  of  preparing  his  tea  by  placing  the  dry  leaves  on  a 
paper-filter,  and  simply  pouring  on  the  boiling  water.  In  this 
way,  he  thought  to  evade  the  presence  of  tannin  in  his  tea.  But 
if  you  try  the  experiment,  and  allow  the  product,  as  it  runs 
through  the  filter,  to  fall  into  a  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron, 
you  will  find  that  an  intense  inky-black  coloration  is  produced, 
showing  that  tannin  has  come  through  in  abundance.  You  can 
no  more  have  tea  without  tannin  than  you  can  have  wine  without 
alcohol;  and  I  found,  experimentally,  that  tea  infused  for  two 
minutes  had  almost  exactly  the  same  inhibitory  effect  on  diges- 
tion as  tea  infused  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  If  you  wish  to 
mitigate  the  effects  of  tea  on  salivary  digestion,  you  should 
direct  the  patient  not  to  sip  the  beverage  with  the  meal,  but  to 
eat  first  and  drink  afterwards.  In  this  way,  time  is  given  for  the 
saliva  to  perform  its  functions  unhindered.  Another  device  is  to 
introduce  a  pinch  of  carbonate  of  soda  into  the  tea-pot;  this  re- 
moves the  deterrent  effect  of  tea  on  salivary  digestion;  it  is  a 
practice  occasionally  followed  in  some  households,  under  the  idea 
that  soda  helps  to  extract  the  virtues  of  tea-leaves.  It  was  found 
that  the  addition  of  so  small  a  proportion  as  one  per  cent  of  the 
weight  of  the  dry  tea  greatly  mitigated  its  injurious  effect  on 
starch-digestion,  and  that  twice  this  quantity  almost  entirely  re- 
moved it.  This  latter  proportion  corresponds  roughly  to  ten 
grains  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  to  an  ounce  of  tea-leaf. 

The  effects  of  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  on  peptic  digestion  were 
found  to  be  as  nearly  as  possible  alike  for  infusions  of  equal 
''strength.  All  three  exercised  a  retarding  effect,  when  their  pro- 
portion in  the  digesting  mixture  rose  above  20  per  cent.  These 
beverages  should,  therefore,  be  taken  very  moderately  by  per- 
sons of   weak   digestion.     The  reputation  of  cocoa  in   regard  bfl 
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digestion  seems  to  be  wholly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  used  in 
weaker  infusions  than  tea  and  coffee.  The  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  this  beverage,  printed  on  the  packets  of  cocoa  sold 
in  the  shops,  indicate  a  strength  of  about  two  per  cent;  whereas 
a  medium  tea  is  usually  made  of  strength  of  four  to  five  per  cent;, 
and  a  medium  coffee  of  a  strength  of  five  to  seven  per  cent. 
The  strong  coffee  which  it  is  customary  to  hand  round  after  din- 
ner must  have  a  powerful  retarding  effect  on  gastric  digestion; 
and,  although  this  practice  may  be  salutary  to  robust  eaters,  it  is 
not  to  be  recommended  to  those  of  feeble  peptic  power, 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

[Dr.  Wm,  Whitla  in  Braithv^aite's  Retrospect.] 

It  has  been  my  fortune,  in  a  somewhat  limited  experience,  to 
see  several  cases  of  uraemic  convulsions; all  have  yielded  in  quite 
an  unexpected  way  to  prompt,  energetic,  and  fearless  purging. 
accompanied  by  thoroughly  carried  out  hot-blanket  bathing — 
one  drop  of  croton  oil,  with  the  rapid  envelopment  of  the  pati- 
ent's body  in  a  blanket  wrung  out  of  water  which  the  attend- 
ant's hands  cannot  bear  without  considerable  pain  and  discomfort, 
I  think  I  can  recall  about  a  dozen  cases,  all  successfully  treated 
in  this  way.  1  may  say  that  the  treatment  of  scarlatina  in  the 
fever  wards  of  the  Belfast  Royal  Hospital,  though  independently 
carried  out  by  four  different  physicians,  is  generally  based  upon 
the  symptomatic  or  expectant  plan.  The  patient  is  kept  in  bed 
in  most  cases  for  three  or  four  weeks;  gets  fever  diet  No.  1, 
which  practically  means  as  much  milk  as  he  chooses  to  drink:: 
generally,  as  a  point  of  routine,  he  gets  about  25  minims  of  di- 
lute muriatic  acid  in  2  oz.  water  every  four  hours,  and  his  throat 
re  sometimes  locally  treated  and  sometimes  not.  His  symptoms 
and  sequelae  are  treated,  as  far  as  I  know,  upon  general  princi- 
ples— some  give  quinine,  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  iron,  and  sali- 
cylates; seldom  is  there  much  sponging,  and,  even  when  the  tem- 
perature is  very  high,  seldom  is  the  pack  employed,"  occasion  ally 
inunction  is  commenced  early,  generally  it  is  used  at  some  stage 
or  other;  the  milk  diet  is  not  changed  till  the  fever  has  disap- 
peared for  a  considerable  time.  As  far  as  I  know,  no  specific 
line  of  treatment  is  rigidly  adhered  to  by  my  colleagues  or  my- 
self. Stimulants,  ice,  purgatives,  warm  or  tepid  baths  are  em- 
ployed frequently  for  cleansing  purposes,  and  all  complications 
arising  are  dealt  with  upon  such  rational  grounds  as  one  would 
expect  in  treating  ordinary  fevers  or  acute  diseases. 
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the' Northwest  to  support  such  an  undertaking.  First,  by  their 
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QUERY. 

The  fever  prevalent  in  Dakota,  late  in  autumn  and  continuing 
through  the  winter  is  called  by  various  names,  viz:  Malarial  fever, 
Typho-malarial,  Remittent  and  Continued  Bilious  fever,  and  in 
the  mountainous  region,  Mountain  fever.  The  type  differs  but 
little  on  the  plains,  or  in  mountainous  regions.  Ts  it  a  disease  sui 
generis?  I  have  spent  many  years  of  my  life  in  a  malarial 
region.  Malaria  is  exhaled  from  a  wet  and  marshy  soil,  and  this 
fever  assuredly  has  symptoms  and  characteristic  marks  entirely 
unlike  malarial  fever  having  its  origin  in  paludal  exhalation*, 
and  prevails  where  there  exists  no  stagnant  waters  or  decaying 
vegetable  matter.  I  would  respectfully  ask  my  medical  brethren 
to  give  me,  for  publication,  their  views  on  this  subject.  In  a 
future  number  of  this  periodical,  I  shall  venture  to  give  you 
mine. 
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TEMPORA     MUTANTUR. 

Sixty  years  ago  when  I  first  commenced  the  practice  of  my 
profession,  food  of  all  kinds,  as  also  cold  water  were  forbidden  in 
the  sick  room.  The  old  adage  "starve  a  fever,"  was  the  watch 
word  of  all  practitioners.  I  have  a  vivid  remembrance  of  losing 
a  loved  sister  from  what  was  called  "Typhus  Gravior."  During 
the  whole  course  of  her  disease,  in  her  lucid,  as  well  as  in  her 
hours  of  delirium,  her  constant  cry  was  for  water  and  milk,  both 
of  which  were  strictly  prohibited;  after  about  twenty  days  she 
succumbed  to  the  disease.  At  that  time  I  was  taught  that  it  was 
all  right.— I  had  my  misgivings  at  the  time,  and  to  the  present 
day,  it  has  never  been  erased  from  memory's  tablet.  I  have  since 
regarded  it  as  a  medical  homicide,  satisfied  as  T  am,  that  she  died 
from  inanition— starvation.  Since  that  time  I  have  seen  many 
similar  cases,  similarly  treated  and  with  like  results. 

Although  there  have  been  great  improvements  in  the  dietetics  of 
the  sick,  I  am  still  strongly  of  the  opinion,  that  we  still  err  in 
the  too  abstemious  way  in  which  we  support  our  patients.  In 
all  diseases  and  particularly  in  those  where  the  temperature  is 
high  there  is  a  rapid  waste  of  tissue.  Jt  may  be  compared  to  a 
bank  deposit,  on  which  we  are  constantly  checking  without  any 
addition  to  it.  Soon  our  check  will  be  dishonored  for  want  of 
funds.  So  in  disease,  a  constant  waste  is  croino-  on  and  without 
a  re-supply,  nature  must  become  bankrupt.  This  waste  of  tissue 
connot  be  supplied  by  any  known  drug.  The  supply  must  come 
from  food  containing  the  constituents  for  the  formation  of 
healthy  tissue.  If  more  attention  was  paid  to  this,  and  less  to 
medication,  a  new  era  in  practice  would  begin  to  dawn.  The 
practice  of  giving  frequent  doses  of  medicine  in  some  particular 
cases  may  be  justifiable.  In  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the 
frequent  administration  of  drugs  causes  a  loathing  and  even  the 
sight  of  the  spoon,  causes  nausea  and  frequently  vomiting. Under 
such  circumstances  instead  of  being  remedial,  they  aggravate 
the  disease.  The  stomach  loses  its  tone  and  anorexia  is  the  re- 
sult. I  could  cite  many  cases  of  low  fever  which  I  have  visited 
as  consulting  physician,  where  the  fever  seemed  to  me  to  be  kept 
up  from  pure  debility,  in  which  all  drugs  were  suspended  and  a 
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supporting  treatment  by  food  was  substituted,  in  which  the  re- 
sult was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Where  complete  anorexia 
existed,  food  in  small  quantities,  and  frequently  repeated, restored 
the  lost  tone  of  the  stomach  and  soon  revived  the  desire  for  food 
and  with  it  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  patient.  I  have  been 
long  of  the  opinion,  "-That  this  world  is  doctored  too  much," 
that  too  much  reliance  is  placed  in  drugs,  to  the  neglect  of 
things  more  important. 

Frequently  when  the  stomach  is  intolerant  of  food,  enemata 
are  particularly  valuable  in  sustaining  the  patient.  The  soluble 
peptonoids  readily  pass  from  the  bowels  by  osmosis  to  the  portal 
vessels,  sustaining  the  wasting  strength  in  the  hour  when  most 
needed. 

My  attention  was  particularly  called  to  the  feeding  of  the  sick 
while  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  among  the  northern  Indians. 
For  a  number  of  years  I  carefully  watchea.  their  treatment,  and 
m  no  case  did  T  notice  any  charges  of  ^clifet  in  sickness.,  .Tli?v, 
like  the  animal  creation,  following  nature's  instokicts.  And  ,ret 
fevers  were  not  more  fatal  than  among  th£  .whites.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood,'  t'hat  caution  in  diet  is  never  to.be  observ- 
ed. In  recoveries  from*  typhus 'or  x'Vphojd  'fevers;  I \  woirM  'not 
advise  solid  food,  as  the  condition  of  the  bowels  would  endanger 
perforation.  But  as  a  general  rule,  let  nature  be  the  guide  as  to 
the  proper  food,  and  the  physician  as  to  quantity. 

Professor  Austin  Flint,  in  an  address  before  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association  made  the  following  remarks: 

"  Alimentation  Is  not  less  an  essential  factor  In  therapeutics,  as- applied  tobotb 
acute  and  chronic  diseases,  than  in  t  lie  maintenance  of  health.  Certain  fiuadantenta  l 
principles  of  dietetic  theraputics  are  to  he  kept  in  view,  One  of  these  fs,  that  there 
is  never  danger  from  over-nutrition  in  either  acute  or  chronic  diseases.  Whatever 
ri.sk  there  may  be  of  harm  from  an  over-indigestion  of  food  Relates  to  the  processes 
preliminary  to  assimilation  and  nutrition. 

•*•  Another  fundamental  principle  is  that  the  immediate  lethal  agency,  when  dis- 
eases destroy  Jife,  by  slow  asthenia  or  exhaustion,  is  chiefly  innutrition.  Graces  ac- 
knowledged indebtedness  for  his  plan  of  -feeding  fevers'  to  a  country  doctor  who 
said  that  he  seldom  lost  pafciewts  with  lever  .provided  i\\ey  i\ere  not  allowed  t»  die  ofi 
starvation.  Now,  what  is  true  of  fevers  as  regards  the  impoortancc  of  a  sustaining; 
diet  is  equally  true  of  all  diseases  that  kifl  by  slow  asthenia.  Death  is  due  to  starva- 
tion and  may  be  averted  if  effective  assimilation  and  nutrition  be  practicable.  In  all 
chronic  diseases  which  admit  of  recovery,  this  termination  is  more  expeditious. 
as  a  general  statement,  <;hv  better  nutrition  is  maintained.  The  tolerance  of  thosi  • 
diseases  which  Bo  not  admit  of  recovery  ami  the  prolongation  of  life,  axe  promoted 
in  proportion  as  alimentation  can  i>e  made  conducive  te  attrition. 

"  It  follows  from  these  principles  that,  in  eases  et  either  an  acute  . or  a  Hironk- 
disease,  the  question  is  riot  whether  the  part  Je»t  is  in  danger  of  being  over-nourished. 
but,  on  4he  contrary,  whether  alimentation  is  adequate  to  the  capabilities  of  the  pro- 
cess relath  >n     Pa.tien.ts  cannot  be  overfed  so.  Lang,  as  the  load,  taken,  is 


16  THE     DAKOTA     MEDICAL     BRIEF. 

digested,  .assimilated  and  appropriated  to  tlie  tissues.  As  it  is  impossible  always  to 
graduate  with  exactness  tne  quantity of1  food  to  tue  digestive,  assimilative  and  nu- 
tritive powers,  it  is  evident  that  the  quantity  must  often  either  exceed  or  fall  below 
the  capabilities  of  the  processes  relating  to  nutrition.  Now.  of  the  two  evils,  which 
is  the  less?  I  answer,  an  overplus  of  ailment,  inasmuch  as  nature  provides  for  a 
redundancy  more  than  for  a  deficiency  of  alimentary  supplies. 

"  It  is  a  sound  maxim  iu  medicine  that  the  theraputic  indications  derived  from 
sciejice  and  from  nature,  as  a  rule,  should  harmonize, 

"  Tln-re  ;ire.  however,  conditions  of  disease  in  which  the  instincts  fail  to  express 
the  needs  of  the  system  by  means  of  appetite  and  taste,  for  the  reason  that  the  needs 
are  not  felt,  owing  to  morbidly  blunted  preceptions.  These  conditions  exist  in  the 
essential  fevers,  especially  typhus  and  typhoid  fever.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  practitioneer  must,  as  far  as  practicable,  take 
the  place  of  nature's  indications.  .Science  must  assume  the  control,  whereas,  under 
other  circumstances,  it  should  merely  regulate  the  dietetic  treatment  uuder  the 
governing  influence  of  the  instincts.  The  problem,  then,  is  to  satisfy  the  needs  of 
autritiou  as  fully  as  possible,  irrespective  of  any  guidance  by  the  instincts  of  the 
patient. 

"■  With  regard  to  meats,  a  common  error,  both  popular  and  professional,  and  one 
productive  of  a  vast  deal  of  harm,  is  to  consider  their  nutritive  value  as  fairly  repre- 
sented by  either  infusious  or  decoctions,  or  by  the  juices  obtained  by  pressure.-   The 
valuation  by  most  persons  outside  of  the  medical  profession,  and  by  many  within  it, 
of  beef  tea  or  its  analogues,  the  various  solutions,  most  of  the  extracts  and  the  ex- 
pressed pr  ' elusion- ynd  a  snare  which  has  led  to  the  loss  of  many 
lives'                                      .:aytity  ofonut'.»itjve  material  in  these  preparations  is  in- 
astfj  imp(^'^;iitcti;at.  thej  should  be  reckoned  as  of  little 
■-.vmd^oive  indirectly  to  nutrition  by  acting  as  stimulants,  for 
Vflife  seeretiou  of  the  dig(;sti\\-  fluids  or  as  vehicles  for  the  introduction  of  nutritive 
*  substances.    Furthermore' J  t  is  to  be  considered  that  Water  and  pressure  not  only 
fail  t-  extractttbe  attwflata.i^r pr incinles,  from  meat.  Lot  't'.'ie  exerementitious  princi- 
ples;, or  th.%                          •,  iict'vo  [e7^:n'.i::rh,u.  are thf&-eby  extracted;  hence  not 
Been,  cbi-ipared  taurine,  and.  a  few  years  ago.  a  Ger- 
man experimenter.  wJiose  name.  I  cannot  recall,  declared  that  he   produced  fatal 
toxoetnia  In  dogs  by  feeding  them  witli  this  popular  article  ef  diet.' 

As  a  general  rule,  milk,  eggs  and  the  meat  extracts  form  the 
most  natural  and  easily  assimilating  food  for  the  sick  and  conva- 
lescent. Milk  frequently  disagrees  with  the  stomach,  forming  a 
hard  curd.  In  such  cases,  if  partially  peptonized,  if  lime  water 
l>e  added,  it  will  he  well  home.  In  cholera  infantum  and  the 
diseases  of  children,  I  hare  found  a  good  food  in  the  albumen  of 
^£gs.  The  white  of  one  or  two  eggs  beaten  up  with  a  small  glass 
of  water,  acidulated  with  lemon  juice,  and  sweetened  to  the  taste 
and  a  spoonful  or  two  frequently  given,  acts  finely.  Lean  beef 
grated  and  slightly  salted  and  fed  to  the  patient  in  its  raw  state, 
will  frequently  be  gratefully  received  by  the  stomach,  when 
okhai  food  is  rejected 
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AN    EXPRESSION    OF    CONFIDENCE 

Yankton,  Dakota,  April  5,  1S86. 
F.  Andros,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  ) 

Editor  Dakota  Medical  Brief,  V 

Mitchell,   Dakota,  )       First  regular  physic- 
ian of  Dakota,  to   the  first  regular  physician   of  Iowa}  greeting; 

Dear  Doctor; — In  my  nearly  twenty  years  residence  in  this 
territory,  I  have  watched  the  progress  of  our  profession  with' 
great  interest,  and  w7ith  no  small  degree  of  pride.  There  was  a 
tune  when  like  you  m  the  State  of  Iowa,  1  stood  alone  trying 
the  experiment  of  living  by  the  practice  of  my  profession,  in  the 
then  almost  unknown  Dakota.  In  a  few  years  as  physicians 
came  in,  I  found  mvself  surrounded  by  many  of  the  most  intel- 
igent  and  practical  members  of  the  healing  art.  Years  passed 
on,  and  at  length  a  Territorial  Medical  society  was  formed, 
bringing  together  the  most  liberal  and  progresive  of  our  mem- 
bers in  consultation  with  each  other.  A  few  years  more  rolled 
by  and  through  the  prestige  and  influence  of  the  profession,  we 
have  placed  upon  our  statute  books,  a  law  for  the  protection  of 
the  pubHc  against  the  imposition  of  the  charlatan  and  quack. 
And,  again  comes  to  our  notice  your  intention  of  publishing  a 
Medical  Journal,  that  the  experience  of  the  progressive  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  of  Dakota  may  be  furnished  in  a  brief  ai 
practical  form,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  would  trtefa  to  learn 
from  the  experience  of  others. 

To  those  of  our  number  who  bare  not  the  honor  of  yottr  per- 
sonal acquaintance,  it  may  seem  an  e^permient  winch  is  only  to 
result  in  failure;  but  to  me,  with  my  knowledge  of  your  ability 
and  energy,  of  your  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  your  chosen 
profession,  with  a  mind  active  to  the  wants  of  the  busy  practi- 
tioner, and  your  long  and  successful  labors  in  the  practice  of  the 
different  departments  of  medicine  and  surgery,  you  are  the  man 
for  the  place,  and  ]  am  confident  that  your  efforts  will  be  re- 
warded by  success,  and  the  profession  of  Dakota  will  be  bene- 
fited beyond  measure. 

You  ask  me  if  I  shall  attend  the  National  Association  to  be 
held  in  St.  Louis,  May  4th.  I  shall  most  certainly,  and  I  hope 
that  this  territory  will  send  representatives,  who  will  stand  by 
those  who  are  trying  to  make  the  9th  International  congress  a 
success  and  a  credit  to  the  medical  profession  of  America,  and 
satisfactory  to  those  who  will  favor  tins  country  with  their  pres- 
ence at  this  great  re-union  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  welfare,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  B.  Van  Velsok- 
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AMERICAN    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  4,  5, 
6  and  7,  commencing  on  Tuesday  at  11  a.  m, 

The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  perma- 
nently organized  State  Medical  Societies,  and  such  County  and 
District  Medical  Societies  as  are  recognized  by  representation  in 
their  respective  State  Societies,  and  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of 
the  United  States. 

Each  State,  County,  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to 
representation  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Asso- 
ciation one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  mem- 
bers, and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that 
number:  Provided,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for  any  par- 
ticular state,  territory,  county,  city  or  town  shall  not  exceed  the 
ratio  of  one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physicians  who  may  have 
signed  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association. 

Secretaries  of  Medical  Societies,  as  above  designated,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  forward,    at  once,  lists  of  their  delegates. 

Also,  that  the  Permanent  Secretary  may  be  enabled  to  erase 
from  the  roll  the  names  of  those  who  have  forfeited  their  mem- 
bership, the  Secretaries  are,  by  special  resolution,  requested  to 
send  him,  annually,  a  corrected  list  of  membership  of  their  re- 
spective Societies. 

Wm.  B.   Atkinson,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Secretary, 

1400  Pine  St.,  S.  W,,  cor  Broad,  Philadelphia, 


DAKOTA    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Association  will  be 
held  at  Yankton,  May  20,  1880.     The  officers  are  as  follows: 
President,  Dr.' Moody  of  Huron; 
1st  Vice  President,  Dr.  Hayden,  Redfield; 
2d       "  "         Dr.  Duncan.  Ellendale; 

Secretary,  Dr.  McNutt,  Aberdeen; 
Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  Diefendorf,  Aberdeen; 
Treasurer,  Dr.  Etter,  Yankton; 

(  Dr.  Van  Velsor,  Yankton; 
Trustees,  -.  Dr.  Andros,  Mitchell; 

(  Dr.  Pine,  Aberdeen; 
Com.  on  ^  Dr.  Van  Yelsor,  \  ankton; 

Arrangements,  '(  Dr.  McGlumphy,  " 

The  annual  meeting  above  announced  promises  to  be  of  unus- 
ual interest  and  we  trust  that  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
profession  at  heart  will  be  present.  Many  interesting  papers 
will  be  read  and  matters  of  importance  discussed. 
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DISTRICT    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  call  has  been  issued  for  a  meeting  at  Mitchell,  Dak.r 
Tuesday,  April  20,  of  the  regular  Physicians  of  Davison,  Aurora 
and  the  comities  adjoining^  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
society  for  the  above  named  district. 


QUACKS    AND    THE   PUBLIC. 


London    Lancet. 


A  contemporary,  discussing  the  leading  characteristic  of 
quacks  of  all  classes  in  their  relation  to  the  public,  justly  points 
out  that  it  is  the  pertinacity  of  their  profession  of  ability  to  cure. 
"The  quack  has  his  pills  and  ointments,  warranted  (if  taken  in 
sufficient  quantity)  to  restore  health  and  vigor  to  the  dying;  and 
the  ignorant  and  cowardly  pin  their  faith  on  him,  spurning  the 
counsels  that  might  assuage  their  sufferings,  and  consume  the 
noxious  drugs  that  precipitate  their  fate.''1  This  is  a  fact  of 
which  the  orthodox  and  educated  practitioner  of  medicine  has 
daily  evidence,  of  the  most  conclusive  strength,  and  often  driven 
home  with  painful  force.  We  quite  admit  that  there  is  some- 
times too  great  a  readiness  to  accept  the  hypothesis  of  incura- 
bility; but,  speaking  generally,  the  public  are  losers  by  the  per- 
sistence with  which  they  pursue  the  phantom  of  recovery,  run- 
ning from  doctor  to  doctor,  only  to  undergo  new  experiments, 
and  court  fresh  disappointments,  rather  than  take  prompt  and 
full  advantage  of  the  practiced  skill  of  the  experienced  family 
counsellor  in  devising  a  method  of  minimizing  the  injurious  ef- 
fect of  their  maladies,  and  finding  a  modus  vivendi  with  disease 
There  is  a  spirit  of  quackery  abroad  in  the  profession  of  physic, 
as  well  as  one  that  prevails  outside  and  hovers  on  its  borders. 
"We  do  not  know  which  is  the  most  obstructive  to  true  progress 
and  most  baneful  in  its  influence  on  the  health  of  the  population 
— the  quackery  that  professes  to  cure  by  irregular  means,  or  the 
q-iackery  that  affects  to  be  able  to  accomplish  by  accepted  meth- 
od* that  which  is  perfectly  well  known  they  are  inadequate  to 
achieve. 
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HIAWATHA'S    COUNSEL, 


Should  you  ask  me,  "Whence  this  stiffne*? 
Whence  this  hardness  of  the  tissues 
That  steals  o'er,  as  age  advances, 
With  impairment  of  the  mem'ry, 
With  diminished  power  of  muscles, 
With  secretions  weak  and  scanty, 
With  obstructions  of  the  organs 
In  the  exercise  of  functions, 
As  obtains  in  men  of  sixty' 


v> 


I  should  answer,  I  should  tell  you, 

"From  a  slow  degeneration 

Of  the  tissues  of  the  body, 

By  continued  infiltration 

Of  a  chalky  deposition 

In  the  cells  and  web-like  structure, 

Causing  rigid,  stony  hardness 

In  the  heart  and  in  its  vessels, 

As  the  carbonates  and  phosphates 

Of  magnesia  and  the  lime-salts 

Form  accumulations  in  them/' 

Should  you  ask  me  if  we  cannot 
Find  a  way  to  stay  this  action, 
Find  a  mode  of  counteracting 
Premature  calcification, 
I  should  answer,  I  should  tell  you, 
"Don't  partake  of  chalky  matter. 
Don't  indulge  in  bread  too  freely; 
Don't  drink  water  from  the  freshets; 
Drink  the  rain  that  comes  from  heaven; 
Or  destory,  by  distillation, 
All  there  is  of  earthy  phosphates; 
Fat  of  fruit  and  birds  and  fishes, 
And  the  meat  of  youthful  oxen. 
Take  dilute  phosphoric  acid 
Daily  with  your  meed  of  water; 
Thrice  a  day  take  twenty  minims, 
Thus  dissolving  chalky  matter." 

— L.  Lewis,  in  Medical  World. 
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CUIIREX  I'     ITEMS. 

Leola,  Dakota. — No  physicians  at  this  place  or  in  this  county, 
a  good  place  for  one. — E.  C.  Dunning',  P.  M. 

DeLesseps,  the  famous  French  civil  engineer,  is  eighty  years 
old,  but  he  has  recently  had  a  daughter  born  to  him. 

South  Bend,  Dakota. — There  is  no  doctor  here.     A  good  doc- 
tor will  find  a  good  location  here  if  he  can   speak    the   German 
language.     About  one-half  Germans  and  balance   Americans.- 
Oliver  Jacobs. 

Vegetables  as  Remedies. — Celery  is  a  nervine,  spinach 
acts  as  a  diuretic,  dandelion  as  a  tonic  and  laxative,  aspara- 
gus as  a  diuretic,  tomatoes  as  a  cholagogue,  beets  and  turnips 
said  to  be  tonic,  onions,  garlic  and  leeks  stimulating  and 
narcotic. — Med.  Summary. 

One  of  the  great  lights  of  medical  science  is  extinguished. 
Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  one  of  the  most  noted  of  American  physicians 
has  passed  away — but  his  writings  will  remain  an  imperishable 
monument  to  his  memory  and  ability. 

Dr.  James  Craig  claims  that  tiydriodic  acid  is  the  most  efficient 
remedy  for  acute  rheumatism.  He  orders  two  teaspoonfulls  of 
the  syrup,  to  be  taken  every  two  or  three  hours.  Under  this 
treatment  the  pain  and  swelling  usually  subside  within  eighteen 
to  twenty-four  hours.  Similar  good  results  are  obtained  from  it 
in  subacute  rheumatism.  —  N.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 

Photographic  Diagnosis. — Henrych  Parville  in  "Le  Gagne 
Petit,"  tells  of  a  case  in  which  the  sensitive  plate  for  a  photo- 
graph showed  some  very  peculiar  dark  specks.  ^Yhen  the  set- 
ting was  made  the  subject  had  peculiar  sensations  of  the  skin 
but  nothing  was  visible.  Two  days  after  the  sensitive  plate 
announced  that  something  was  wrong,  the  woman  was  taken  sick 
with  an  eruptive  fever. — Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

A  New  Physical  Sigx  ln  Heart  Disease.  —  Dr.  Pasteur 
(of  Middlesex  Hospital,  London)  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that 
a  distinct  distention  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  neck  is  pre- 
sented, when  pressure  is  firmly  applied  over  the  liver  in  the 
direction  of  the  vertebra^,  in  cases  of  tricuspid  regurgitation. 
This  distention  occurs  either  with  or  without  pulsation,  and  inde- 
pendently of  the  movements  of  respiration.  The  impediment  to 
the  return  of  the  blood  is  obviously  caused  by  compression  of  the 
inferior  vena  cava;  and  it.  appears  to  offer  indubitable  evidence 
<»f  tricuspid  incompetence. 
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The  Employment  of  Powdered  Coffee  as  an  Antisep- 
tic Dressing  in  Military  Surgery. — Dr.  Oppler  (Deutsch. 
milit.  Zeitschr.,  1885,)  proposes  the  employment  of  powdered  cof- 
fee as  a  primary  dressing  upon  the  battlefield,  especially  in  de- 
fault of  other  antiseptics.  The  powdered  coffee  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  wound  and  covered  over  with  a  small  quantity  of 
soil,  an  air-tight  antiseptic  dressing  thereby  resulting.  Former 
experiments  of  Dr.  Oppler  show  that  powdered  coffee  prevents 
putrefaction  of  blood,  urine,  foods,  etc.,  and  that  it  is  a  true  anti- 
septic.— Archives  de  Medecine  et  de  Pharmacie  Militaries,  Nov. 
1,  1885. 

How  to  get  Lean. — All  animals  which  live  on  grain  get  fat, 
if  they  are  healthy  and  have  enough  to  eat,  because  the  grain  is 
full  of  starch,  which  is  converted  into  sugar.  On  the  other  hand 
all  the  animals  that  live  on  the  flesh  of  other  animals,  from  the 
lion  to  the  weasel,  from  the  eagle  to  the  hawk,  never  get  fat,  no 
matter  how  much  they  may  have  to  eat.  If  you  will  avoid  starch 
bearing  articles  mainly,  making  your  diet  mostly  of  lean  beef  or 
mutton,  with  a  little  graham  bread,  potato,  turnip  or  other  coarse 
vegetable,  with  tart  fruit,  avoiding  the  sugar,  butter  or  other 
fatty  matter,  you  will  become  as  lean  as  you  ought  to  be. — Med- 
ical Brief,  St.  Louis. 


PAMPHLETS. 

Report  of  a  Case  of  Pelvic  Abcess — with  remarks  upon 
the  treatment.  By  Henry  T.  Byford,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  Contain- 
ing the  discussion  of  the  Chicago  Gynecological  Society,*  De- 
cember 18,  1885;   16  pp.,  8  vo.      Clark  &  Longley,  printers. 

Production  and  Prevention  of  Perineal  Lacerations 
During  Labor,  with  Description  of  an  Unrecognized  Form. 
By  Henry  T.  Btyford,  M.  D.  Reprinted  from  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  March  6,  1886.  16  pp.,  12  mo. 
No  physician  having  any  considerable  obstetric  practice  can 
afford  to  be  without  this  valuable  little  pamphlet.  It  is  an  emi- 
nently practical  treatise  on  this  important  subject  by  one  of  the 
highest  American  authorities.  It  is  well  worth  the  subscription 
price  of  the  journal  in  which  it  originally  appeared. 
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IODOFORM    DEODORIZED. 

The  following    prescriptions  are    given    for  odorless   powders, 
ointments,  etc. 

Powder.    U    Iodoform,  50;    Rost  Coffee,  powdered'  very  fine,  25. 

To  be  made  into  a  powder-  with  the  aid  of  some  drops  of  spirit  of  ether. 
Salve.    R    iodoform,  1;    Paraffin  ointment,  10;    Finely  pulverized  roast  coffee,  3. 

To  be  made  into  an  ointment. 

or  the  following'  recommended  by  Dr.  C.  P.  Stone  in  the  Thera- 
peutic Gazette  : 

Pulv.- No.  1.    R    Iodoform,  parts  9;    Coumarin.  part  l.    M. 

Pulv.  No.  2.    R    Iodoform,  parts  9;    Vanillin,  part  l.    M. 

Pulv.  No.  3.    K    Iodoform,  parts  9;    Acid,  cinnamic.  parts  2.    ~Sl. 

For  ointments  : 

No.  l.    R    Pulv.,  Nos.  l,  2,  or  three,  parts  60;    Ung.  petroli,  parts  420.    M. 

For    Pills: 

R    Iodoform,  1  drachm;    Vanillin  and  Coumarin,  of  each,  5  grains;    Glycer- 
in, 5drops;    Bals.  Peru,  q.  s.    M  and  divide  into  30  pills,  silver  coated. 

For  ethereal   solutions  : 

No.  J.    B    Pulv.,  Nos.;  1,  2,  or  3,  1  drachm;    Ether,  1  fluid  ounce.    M. 


GREASELESS    APPLICATION    FOR    ULCERS. 

As  a  dressing  for   varicose  and   eczematous  ulcers,    Unna  rec- 
m mends  the  following  greaseless  application  : 

E  Oxide  of  zinc,  and  Gelatine,  of  each,  150  grains;  Glycerine,  and  "Water, 
of  each.  10  drachms.  M".  This  forms  a  paste,  which  is  to  be  applied  and  cov- 
ered with  a  bandage. 


CASTOR    OIL     MADE    TASTELESS. 


Castor  oil  may  be  made  tasteless  thus  : 


K    Castor  oil.  20;    White  sugar  and  Roast  Coffee,  very  finely  powdered,  of 
each,  10.    A.  teaspoonful for  children.  Braithwatte. 
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Eslracl, 


Tills  excellent  Preparation,  appreciated   highl)    wherever  introduced,  must  not 

be  confounded  with  anv  of  the  so-called  "  Mai.t  Extracts"  or  "Bei  ■!;>"  which  con- 
tain Carbonic  Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  verj  small  proportion  oi*  Solid  Substau- 
ees.  Dn.  Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  tree  from  all  acids  and  l!"'  results  of  fer- 
mentation, which  arc  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hun- 
dred parts,  seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  producl  of 
malt,  obtained  by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Li  nek.  and  is  of  the  consistency  of 
thick  syrup.  It  is  manufactured  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  super- 
vision and  is  far  superior  to  anything  made  in  tins  country.  We  have  hundreds  of 
testimonials  from  the  most  celebrated  Physicians  in  this  Country,  Qerniany  and 
France.       Write  to  us  for  them. 

ASCHENBACH    &    MILLER, 

Corner  Third  and  Callowhill  streets.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Torrified  Wheat  Food. 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  Farinaceous  fond  for  children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  Ingredients  vvhat- 
•■.    It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it  more  easily 
digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  inflnit  ily  superior  fo  the  raw  hour. 
All  the  important  nutritive   materials. of  the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in   forming 
ii   $  and  producing  animal  warm!  b  Ii  refully  pre- 

served, but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  hi  -  overt.  Wheat 

ii  vine  •  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the  phosphates  of   Calcium, 

Sodium.  Potassium  and  iron,  besid'  ,  Albumen  and  March,  all  of  these  being 

important  in  nutrit 
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SUPRA      CONDYLOID    AMPUTATION. 

\V.  K.  CKANE.  M.  !>..  .Mitchell.  Dakota. 

F.  A.  Lund,  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  during  the 
late  war  of  the  rebellion,  was  injured  by  a  log  rolling  over  him. 
From  the  time  of  the  injury,  he  suffered  almost  continuous  pain 
in  his  right  leg,  which  was  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  badly  con- 
tused. More  recently  the  pain  became  more  severe  and  contin- 
ous.  From  sleepless  nights  and  loss  of  appetite  he  became  ex- 
tremely emaciated.  About  three  months  ago,  he  made  personal 
application  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  asking  for  the  ex- 
penses of  an  amputation  to  be  paid  by  the  department.  The  case 
was  referred  to  the  local  pension  board  at  Mitchell,  who  advised 
amputation. 

On  the  second  day  of  March,  1886,  the  limb  having  been 
shaved  and  washed  in  a  1  in.  1000  solution  of  bi  chloride  of  mer- 
cury, an  Esmarch's  bandage  was  applied;  the  knife  was  inserted  at 
the  tubercle  of  the  tibia  and  carried  to  the  center  of  the  pop- 
liteal space  on  both  sides,  with  the  convexity  upward,  the  lig- 
amentum  patellae  divided  the  patella  turned  back  and  the  articu- 
lating surface  sawed  off,  the  condyles  laid  bare  and  the  joint 
disarticulated.  The  femur  was  sawed  off  half  an  inch  above  the 
condyles,  and  the  patella  placed  over  the  end  of  the  femur  and 
secured  by  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  having  a  diamond  shaped 
hole  in  the  centre,  through  which  the  patella  protruded.  The 
leg  was  then  dressed  in  the  usual  manner,  using  cotton  saturated 
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with  the  bichloride  solution.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  in- 
tention— only  one  vessel  required  li oration. 

In  ten  days  the  patient  was  sitting  up  and  on  the  21st  day 
was  walking  on  the  street  by  the  help  of  crutches. 

We  dj  not  mention  this  operation  as  anything  new,  but  as 
easily  and  quickly  performed,  leaving  a  comparatively  small 
cicatrix,  and  also,  as  affording  the  finest  possibly  cushion  for  an 
artificial  limb.  Having  the  patella  and  its  covering  of  tissue  and 
skin  in  place  of  the  end  of  the  femur  resting  on  muscles.  Ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  that  in  the  pure  dry  atmosphere  of 
Dakota,  wounds  heal  with  wonderful  rapidity  and  we  have  little 
call  for  antiseptics. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE    HUMERUS  DURING  AN   EPI- 
LEPTIC    C(  )NVULSION. 

Editors  Brief: — I  was  called  March  29,  1886,  early  m  the 
morning  to  see  Mr.  W.,  who  was  complaining  of  severe  pain  in 
his  shoulder.  A  week  previous  he  had  had  an  epileptic  convul- 
sion in  the  night.  (He  has  been  subject  to  them  for  some  three 
or  four  years  and  has  always  had  them  in  the  night,  but  has  no 
knowledge  himself  of  having  a  convulsion.)  and  for  pains  in  the 
shoulder  had  been  treating  himself  with  sundry  rheumatic  rem- 
edies, among  others  St.  Jacob's  Oil.  He  had  also  taken  a  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  and  acetate  of  potash.  About  11  p.  m.,  March 
28,  while  asleep  he  had  another  convulsion,  very  severe,  but  nor 
lasting  as  long  as  the  previous  one.  When  he  began  to  return 
to  consciousness  he  comp.ained  still  more  of  the  pain  in  should- 
er, for  which  I  was  called. 

I  found  a  downward  dislocation  of  the  left  humerus,  which  was 
easily  reduced  while  the  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
a.  c.  E.  mixture.  He  afterwards  suffered  ven  little  from  pain. 
The  chief  peculiar  feature  is,  that  he  had  been  going  about  for  a 
week  with  a  dislocation  supposing  it  to  be  rheumatism,  and 
that  the  injury  was  caused  (as  not  unfrequently  occurs)  during 
an  epileptic  seizure.  Recovery  rapid  and  complete.  Much 
prosperity  to  the  Brief. 

S.  E.  Campbell,  M.  D. 

Dell      Rapids,      Dakota. 


Alvei.oz. — Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton  is  said  to  have  obtained  re- 
markable results  in  the  treatment  of  epithelioma  from  the  use 
of  Alveloz,  which  drug  is  indigenous  to  Brazil  and  is  there  said 
to  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  cancers,  especially  those  of  an 
epithelial    variety. 
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NEW     HYPNOTICS. 


Journal  ot  Inebriety. 

Prof.  Beanmetz,  of  Paris,  in  a.  clinical  lecture  on  the  above 
subject,  says:  Means  of  alleviating  pain  may  be  divided  into 
four  groups.  Hypnotics  which  produce  sleep.  Analgesics  ad- 
dressed principally  to  the  element  of  pain.  Anaesthetics  which 
extinguish  sensibility  in  whole  or  in  part.  Sedatives,  or  anti- 
spasmodics which  diminish   the  excitation   of  the  nervous  system. 

Medicines  *vhich  slow  up  the  cerebral  circulation  are  more 
clearly  hypnotics.  Opium  and  morphine  are  not  true  hynotics, 
but  are  stimulants  and  analgesics.  They  tend  to  congest  the 
encephalon,  and  stimulate  the  circulation  The  continuous  use 
provokes  cerebral  hypersemia,  and  this  is  followed  by  a  state  of 
soper  resembling  natural  sleep.  Chloral  and  paraldehyde  are 
proninent  hypnotics.  Ohloral  acts  by  causing  anaemia  of  the 
cere bro  spinal  axis.  !t  acts  directly,  and  not  as  supposed,  by 
being  decomposed  into  chloroform  and  formic  acid.  In  alcoholic 
delirium  ami  rebellious  insomnia  chloral   is  the  hypnotic  to   use. 

Paraldehyde  is  a  delvydrogenated  alcohol.  It  acts  like  chloral 
by  causing  anreoiia  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  bringing  on  sleep, 
which  in  some  cases  is  preceded  by  a  short  period  of  agitation  and 
excitation.  Tn  experiments  it  was  shown  that  a  special  antago- 
nism existed  between  strychnine  and  paraldehyde;  also  that  be- 
1  ween  alcohol  and  strychnine  the  same  antagonism  was  present. 
Chloroform,  ether,  chloral  and  alcohol,  act  directly  unchanged 
on  the  nerve  cell.  In  all  my  experiments  I  have  shown  the  un- 
decomposed  alcohol  in  the  cerebral  substance. 

T  have  also  found  that  when  a  nervous  element  is  impregnated 
by  a  medicament  it  refuses  within  a  certain  limit  to  receive  the 
impression  of  another  medicament,  and  this  explains  the  antago- 
nism which  exists  between  different  substances.  Going  farther  to 
explain  the  tolerance  and  intolerance  of  certain  medicinal  sub- 
stances, it  is  found  that  medicines  which  have  an  elective  action 
on  the  nervous  svstem,  ought  to  act  on  the  nervous  elements  in  a 
healthy  sMte.  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  cellular  impregnation 
bv  another  medicament. or  a  molecular  modification,  there  you  may 
expect  great  tolerance  of  certain  drugs.  Thus  in  delirium  tre- 
mens, large  doses  of  opium  and  strychnine  may  be  given  without 
bad   results. 

The  author  urges  paraldehyde  in  all  cases  of  inebriety  from 
alcohol  or  opium,  and  in  insomnia  and  convulsive  neuroses  as  a 
hypnotic  of  rare  excellence. 


Medical  Examiner:     "What  did  you  father  die  of?" 
Applicant:      -'Oh,  just  plain  death." 
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ORIGIN  OF  PHTHISIS. 


Dr.  James  in  an  article  on  the  subject  concludes  as  follows 
(Edinburg  Medical  Journal): 

1.  That  phthisis  tends  to  occur  when  the  assimilative  power 
fails,  as  indicated  by  the  occurrence  of  it,  or  tubercle  in  the 
lungs,  intestine  and  brain  at  different  ages,  and  that  the  devel- 
opement  of  the  rerroductive  function,  the  disappearance  of  en- 
larged cervical  lymphatic  glands,  and  the  growth  of  hair  indicate 
a  lessened  activity  in  the  vital  processes  in  adult  life  as  compared 
with  early  years. 

2.  On  the  general  principle  of  the  connection  between  supply 
and  demand,  we  may  suppose  that  this  assimilative  power  is  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  dependent  on  functional  activity  of  the 
part.  This  seems  borne  out  by  the  fact,  that  in  tall  people  with 
large  lungs  and  with  proportionately  less  demand  for  vital  ac- 
tivity (i.  e.,  less  loss  of  heat)  phthisis  is  common,  and  also  by  the 
fact  that  as  age  advances  the  natural  tendency  to  emphysema, 
by  increasing  the  functional  activity  of  the  lungs,  seems  to  ren- 
der them  less  liable  to  phthisis. 

3.  The  assimilative  power,  though  in  part  dependent  on  func- 
tional activity,  is  innate  as  regards  the  individual.  Of  this  we 
have  evidence  in  the  different  sizes  to  which  individuals  grow,  the 
functional  activity  being  the  same,  and  in  the  varying  proneness 
to  phthisis  in  individuals,  the  surroundings  being  the  same. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, (Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal),  Dr.  H.  D.  Didama 
concludes: 

1.  That  turberculous  disease  is  not  inherited. 

2.  That  if  a  special  tendency  to  the  disease  be  transmitted, 
the  term  liability  better  expressed  the  idea  than  the  term  ten- 
dency. 

3.  Many  conditions,  as  poor  and  insufficient  food,  damp  and 
impure  air,  stinted  sunlight,  and  certain  occupations,  favored  the 
developement  of  the  disease. 

4.  Two  conditions  are  almost  indispensable,  abundance  of 
bacilli  and  an  inviting  asylum  for  their  developement,  whether 
it  be  an  inherited  or  an  acquired  vincibility. 


A  sanitary  convention  will  be  held  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
June  1  and  2,  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
Hon.  H.  F.  Severens  will  preside  over  the  Convention,  and  the 
published  list  of  essays  promises  that  the  meeting  will  be  both 
interestinor  and  instructive. — Northwestern  Lancet. 
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PYRIDINE   IN  ASTHMA. 


Dr.  Joseph  Neff,  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  article  on  this  subject, 
gives  the  following  summary  of  his  results  with  this  drug: 

Nervous  pulmonary  asthma,  3.      No  return  of  attacks  in    any. 

Cardiac  asthma,  3.  All  were  relieved  of  attacks.  One  re- 
mained under  observation  three  months,  and  one  for  two  weeks 
only. 

Bronchial  asthma  3.  In  one  there  was  no  return  during  a  ten 
weeks'  stay  in  the  hospital.  The  two  others  were  relieved  of 
their  attacks  and  insisted  upon  their  discharge,  being  under 
treatment  less  than  three  weeks. 

Asthma  in  advanced  phthisis,  2.  In  one  there  was  slight  re- 
lief during  the  paroxism;  in  the  other  there  was  absolutely  no 
benefit. 

Asthma  as  a  complication  of  gout,  1.  No  return  in  a 
month,     Albuminuria  from  interstitial  nephritis  was  present. 

Of  the  fourteen  cases  reported  by  See,  four  were  in  females, 
ten  in  males,  from  30  to  68  years  of  age.  Nine  were  what  he 
terms  "pure  asthma,"  all  of  which  were  more  or  less  relieved, 
and  five  cases  of  cardiac  asthma. 

In  one  case  of  twelve  years'  duration  pyridine  caused  nausea 
and  vertigo  after  eight  days  of  treatment,  which  necessitated  its 
discontinuance,  although  great  relief  was  obtained.  Nausea  I 
have  not  seen;  vertigo  but  once.  In  one  or  two  cases  where  the 
expectoration  had  been  purulent  it  lost  that  character  after  the 
inhalation.  All  unpleasant  symptoms  seem  to  be  confined  to 
cases  with  long-standing  emphysema,  or  valvular  or  degenera- 
tive heart  disease,  with  small  irregular  pulse.  In  young,  robust 
people  with  "simple"  pulmonary  asthma  there  seems  to  be  drow- 
siness alone  . 


TREATMENT  OF  CARBUNCLE. 


The  following  if  from  an  article  by  J.  W.  Carhart,  M.  D. 
(Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association)  on  the  treatment 
of  carbuncle: 

"I  invariably  test  the  urine  for  sugar  when  first  undertaking 
the  treatment  of  a  patient  for  carbuncle.  [f  sugar  be  present,  I 
put  the  patient  on  strict  diabetic  diet,  and  prescribe  bromide  of 
arsenic,  three  drops,  twice  a  day,  and  inject  the  sinuses  of  the 
carbuncle  with  carbolic  acid,  full  strength.  Tf  I  do  not  find  su- 
gar in  the  urine  I  conclude  as  to  the  etiology  of  the  disease,  that  it 
is  the  retention  in  the  alimentary  canal  of  exerementitious  matter 


THE      DAKOTA      MEDICAL      BRIEF. 


and  the  consequent  poisoning  of  the  system.  The  diet  is  tempo- 
rarily restricted,  and  cathartics  administered  until  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  thoroughly  unloaded;  after  which  I  give: 

Ji.       Permanganate  of  potash  -       -  -  -  gr.  ss. 

Water       -------  ;ij. 

M.       Sig.       At  once, 

and  repeat  the  dose  until  1  am  satisfied  that  the  alimentary  canal 
is  thoroughly  disinfected.  I  have  never  failed  to  cure  carbuncle 
by  this  method;  and  thus  far  have  not  had  a  recurrence  of  the 
disease  in  a  single  case. 


THE  COLD  COMPRESS. 

Among  the  therapeutic  measures  in  vogue  in  Germany  there 
is  none  which  attracts  the  attention  of  the  American  physicians 
so  eminently  as  the  water-compress.  It  is  no  fable  that  the 
"compress,"  as  it  is  briefly  called,  is  prescribed  for  every  affec- 
tion of  the  throat  and  lungs;  for  a  clinical  experience  of  nearly 
three  months  in  the  Charite  and  other  hospitals  convinced  your 
correspondenct  that  it  is  the  first  thing  ordered  in  nearly  every 
ailment  of  the  respiratory  tract.  A  piece  of  linen,  being  of  the 
size  of  a  napkin  if  intended  for  the  throat,  or  of  the  size  of  a 
towel  if  intended  for  the  lungs,  is  dipped  into  cold — not  luke- 
warm— water,  applied  to  the  desired  locality,  and  retained  in 
situ  by  means  of  a  woolen  shawl  or  oil  silk,  and  renewed  every 
half  hour.  A  poultice  is  never  exhibited  for  these  affections. 
The  compress,  as  may  be  expected,  has  also  become  the  treat- 
ment in  every  household,  and  is  quite  familliar  to  every  mother 
and  nurse.  Your  correspondent  has  taken  especial  pains  in  trac- 
ing the  therapeutic  results  of  this  procedure — which  of  coure,  is 
often  accompanied  by  medical  treatment — and  feels  highly  grat- 
ified wTith  the  results  observed.  The  value  of  this  hydriatic  pro- 
cedure consists  in  the  frequent  renewals  and  prolonged  applica- 
tion— extending  often  over  two  or  three  days — of  a  medium 
which  not  only  abstracts  the  surplus  heat  in  the  part,  and  by  its 
secondary  physiological  action  dilates  the  vessels  of  the  integu- 
ment, and  thus  relieves  the  engorged  internal  parts,  but  which 
also  has  an  undeniable  invigorating  influence  on  the  nervous 
system.  It  seems  superfluous  to  add  that  strict  individualization 
is — as  in  all  hydriatic  procedures — an  indispensible  requisite  in 
the  application  of  the  cold  compress.  If  in  a  patient  the  nervous 
energy  is  profoundly  lowered,  the  application  of  cold  would  nat- 
urally onlv  deepen  the  existing  prostration  and  lessen  the  resist- 
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ance  against  the  disease.  If,  however,  we  deal  simply  with  a 
loss  of  innervation,  the  usual  incumbent  of  nearly  every  affec- 
tion, the  application  of  cold  would  prove  a  powerful  stimulant  to 
the  nerve-centres,  and  alongside  of  the  above  mentioned  local 
effects  of  the  application,  materially  fortify  the  chances  of  recov- 
ery.— Therapeutic  Gazette,  Berlin  Correspondence. 


Method  of  Treating  Fractured  Clavicle. — At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Manchester  Medical  Society,  of  February  17,  Mr.  C. 
E.  Richmond  demonstrated  an  easy  method  of  treating  this  in- 
jury. The  position  adopted  was  similar  to  the  French  one;  the 
palm  of  the  hand  of  the  injured  side  being  laid  flat  on  the  chest. 

The  best  position  for  adapting  the  ends  of  the  fragments  was 
first  ascertained  by  abducting  the  elbow  from  or  approximating 
it  to  the  sternum.  A  piece  of  broad  strapping  was  passed  round 
both  arm  and  body,  to  fix  it  in  the  required  position.  A  piece 
of  calico,  twelve  inches  broad  (more  in  a  big  adult),  and  m 
length  sufficient  to  go  twice  around  the  body,  was  torn  longitu- 
dinally, so  as  to  make  a  four-tailed  bandage,  leaving  about  the 
middle  eighteen  inches  untorn.  This  center  part  was  then 
grooved  round  the  elbow,  and  the  two  lengths  of  the  band  (a), 
that  lay  next  to  the  body,  were  taken  one  up  in  front  of  the 
chest,  over  the  flat  hand,  and  the  other  up  behind.  These  were 
then  knotted  together  behind  the  sound  shoulder,  the  other  end 
being  meanwhile  held  out  of  the  way.  The  other  two  lengths 
(I))  were  taken  round  the  arm  and  body  in  front  and  behind,  and 
also  knotted  behind  and  below  the  sound  shoulder.  The  (a)  ends 
were  then,  brought  down,  one  in  front  and  one  behind,  and  knot- 
ted betwixt  the  fixed  elbow  and  the  body,  andthen  cutoff  short. 
The  (b)  ends  were  then  again  brought  round  the  body  over  every 
thing,  and  finally  knotted  in  the  hollow  above  the  fixed  elbow. 
Wadding  was  then  inserted  under  the  knots  to  prevent  them 
from  galling,  and  the  hand  against  the  chest  was  secured  to  the 
length  of  bandage,  passing  over  it  by  means  of  a  strip  of  calico 
passed  round  both.  The  advantages  claimed  are  these:  1. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  special  apparatus;  2.  The  fixing  was 
permanent.  The  method  had  been  used  in  numerous  cases  with 
the  best  results. — British  Medical  Journal,  March  13,  1886. 


Dr.  A.  C.  Moore  (Medical  Press  of  Western  New  York)  states 
that  he  delivered  a  lady  of  a  large,  well-developed,  full-term 
child,  just  two  hundred  and  ninety  davs  from  the  time  when  he 
had  previously  delivered  her  of  another  full-term  child. 
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THERAPEUTIC   NOTES. 


Philadelphia  Medical  Bulletin. 


ALBUMINURIA  OF  PREGNANCY. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Davis  (Indiana  Medical  Jour- 
nal) recommends— 
R.    Hydrarg.  bichlor.         .         gr.  j. 
Tinct,  ferri.  chlor.     .        .     ?ss. 
Spts.  setheris  nitrosi       .      ?iss. 
Aqua  .        .  .  5vj. 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  in  water  three 
times  a  day. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Walker  (New  England  Med- 
ical Monthly)  recommends— 
R;.    Tinct.  veratri  viridi        .        miij. 
Potassii  iodidi       .  .      gr.lxiv 

Syr.  scillse  .  .  .  lij. 
Syr.  simp,  .        .  51  j . 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours. 

Dr.  Walker  also  directs  a  gargle  of 
honey,  salt  and  vinegar,  to  be  used  three 
or  four  times  daily, 

CARDIAC  DILATATION. 

Professor  Da  Costa  often  prescribes— 
E;.    Tinct.  digitalis       .        .  ?ss. 

Tinct.  ignatia       .        .        .    5ss. 

Tinct.  cinchonse  comp.      .      |v. 
M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  three  times 
daily. 

WHOOPING-COUGH. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Collin  (Medical  Press  of  Wes- 
tern New  York)  strongly  recommends— 
I£.    Tinct.  belladonna?  .       mxl. 

Tinct.  cannabis  hid.  .  ?ss. 
Ext.  quebracho  .  .  f?j. 
Syr.  tolu       .  .        .        Zyj. 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  every  four 
hours. 

CHRONIC  ECZEMA. 


B;.    Hydrarg.  oxidi  rubri    .    gr.  xx. 

Acidi  carbolici        »  gr.  xv. 

Plumbi  carb.       .        .      :iij. 

Ung.  zinci  oxidi  benz.   .    ?ij. 
M.  Ft.  Ung. 
Sig.— Apply  night  and  morning. 

MUSCULAR  RHEUMATISM. 

Professor  Da   Costa    frequently   pre- 
scribes— 

R.    Sodii  salicylatis         .  ?ss. 

spts.  Lavandulae  comp.       !ss. 

Pulv.  acacia       .        .          gr.  xxx. 

Ellx.  anranti        .  .        |iss. 

Aqua  menth.  pip.    q.  s.  ad  5vi. 
M.    Sig.     Dessert  spoonful  every  two 
hours. 


FLATULENT  DYSPEPSIA. 

Professor  Parvin  frequently  prescrib- 


es 


B,.    Aloini 

Resinae  podophyllii 
Ext.  nucis  vomicae 
Ext.  belladonna? 

M.  Ft.  pilulae  No.  xii. 

Sig.— One  pill  after  meals. 


gr.  ]. 
gr.  iss. 
gr.  iij. 
gr.  J. 


VOMITING  OF  PREGNANCY. 

Dr.  L.  D,  Worthington  (New  England 
Medical  Monthly)  has  obtained  excellent 
results  in  this  distressing  accompanl- 
mentpregnancy  from— 

E;.    Potassii  bromidi  .  ziij 

Tinct.  Colombo       .        .  ?ij. 

Aqua  .  .  .  ?ij. 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  every  three 
hours. 

H^EMATINURIA. 

Dr.  Allen  Bains  (Canadian  Practition- 
er) recommends  - 


3i.b 
gr.  j. 

h 

water 


R.    Ferri  et  quiniae  citratis 

Strychnia  sulph, 

Tinct.  calumbae 

Syr.  limonis 

Aqua  rosa? 
M.  Sig.— Two   teaspoonful     in 
three  times  a  day. 


MASKED     MALARIA. 


Prof.  Da  Costa  frequently  orders— 

R.    Quiniae  sulph.       .        .       gr.  xvj, 
Acidi  sulphurici  dibit    .      mxvj. ' 
Syr.  tolu        .        .        .         f?j. 
Spts.  aetheris  nitrosi        .    f3j. 
Aqua       .        .       q.s.  ad-  f?ii. 

M.  Sig.— One  table  spoonful  every  two 
hours. 


MALARIAL  H2EMATURIA. 

Dr.  T.J.  Draper  (Weekly  Medical  Re 
view)  recommends— 

I£.    Tinct.  nucis  vomica?        .      mxxx. 

Tinct.  iodi        .        .        .       mxxx. 

Tinct,  hyoscyami  .  ;j. 

Ext.  bucbu.  'fl.        .        .        -j. 

Sat.  sol.  sodii  sulphatis         ?ij. 
M.  Sig.— Teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 


INFLUENZA. 


R.    Atropia sulph.        .        .        gr.  1-5. 
Quinia  sulph.       .  31. 

Acidi  hydrochlorici  dibit,     :ij, 
Syr.  yerbasanta  .  jiiss. 

M.  Sig;  One    teaspoonful     in    water 
c\  ('r>  four  hours. 
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MALARIAL   JAUNDICE. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Prof.  Bartholow  recommends— 

R.    Acidi  arseniosi           .          gr.  j. 

Ferri  sulphatis           .            gr.  xx. 

Manganesii  sulphatis.     ■     gr.  xx. 

Quinia  sulphatis         .          gr.  xl. 
M.  Ft.  pilulae  No,  xl. 
Sig.— Two  pills  three  times  a  day. 

R:.    Tinct.  belladonnae         .          3ss. 
Tinct.  iodi           .           .            3irj. 
Aqua  menth.  pip.           .         ?iiiss. 

M.  Sig.— One   teaspoonful   every  four 
hours. 

Also— 

CHRONIC    CONSTIPATION. 

B;.    Hydrarg.  chlor.  mite    . 
Fel.  bovini 
Resinae  podphylli 

M.  Ft.  pilulae  No.  vi. 

gr.  iij. 
gr.  xx. 

KT.  j. 

R.    Tinct.  ignatia         .        .         Ziss. 
Tinct.  hyoscyami          .          3ss. 
Ext.  cascara         .         .         f?ij. 

Sig.—  One  pill  every  night. 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  in  water  be- 

EXTERITIS. 

fore  meals. 

Prof.  X.  S.  Davis  recommends 

NERVOUS    DYSPEPSIA. 

R.    01.  gaultheria 
01,  terebinthinae 
Tinct.  opii 
Pulv.  acacia 
Sacchara  alba 

ISS. 

3iij. 
5ss. 

-V. 

IV. 

R.    Tinct.  nucis  vomicae       .         3j. 
Tinct.  hydrastis        .        .        3lss. 
Ext.  erythroxoli        .        .       f?ij. 

Aqua       ....       ?iv. 
M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful    every  four 

hours. 

M.  Sig.— One  teaspoonful  in  water  after 
meals. 

DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Pursuant  to  the  call  mentioned  in  our  last  issue  a  number  of 
physicians  of  Mitchell  and  the  surrounding  towns  convened  at 
the  Armory  in  Mitchell  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Medical 
Society  auxiliary  to  the  Dakota  Medical  Association.  The  meet- 
ing was  duly  called  to  orcer  and  Dr.  Conlin,  of  Alexandria, 
was  elected  temporary  chairman,  and  Dr.  Sevey,  of  Mitchell, 
secretary  pro  tern.  Dr.  Conlin  then  briefly  stated  the  object  of 
the  meeting  after  which  the  work  of  organization  proceeded  in 
due  form.  The  following  are  the  officers:  President,  Dr.  Andros; 
vice-president,  Dr.  Dott,  of  Alexandria;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Dr.  Halverson,  of  Mitchell:  committee  on  constitution  and  by- 
laws. Drs.  Tracy  and  Sevey.  After  discussing  a  few  minor  mat- 
ters, the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  Mitchell  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  June,  at  1:30  o'clock  p.  m. 


The  Address  in  Medictxe  Before  the  British  Medical 
ASSOCIATION. — It  is  announced  that  Dr.  .J.  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A., 
has  boen  selected  to  deliver  the  address  in  Medicine  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  place  of  the 
late  Professor  Austin  Flint.  The  well  known  ability  of  Dr.  Bil- 
lings, and  his  familiarity  with  general  medical  literature,  makes 
the  selection   one  eminently  proper. — Jour,  of  Am.  Med.  Ass'n. 
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THE  AETIOLOGY  OF  ACUTE  CORYZA. 


Dr.  John  M.  Batten  (Journal  of  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion) says,  The  fact  that  rhinitis,  pharyngitis,  laryngitis,  and 
bronchitis  or  so-called  catarrah  are  caused  by  micro- organisms 
and  not  by  cold,  was  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind  about  two 
weeks  ago.  For  the  last  month  there  lias  been  a  great  deal  of 
wet  weather  in  Pittsburg,  and  this  together  with  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  streets  of  the  city  have  been  dug  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  gas  and  water  pipes,  setting  free  these  micro- 
organisms, which,  as  1  believe,  have  been  the  cause  of  a  sort  of 
endemic  of  catarrh  which  has  been  prevailing  here  for  the  last 
month.  These  micro-organisms  seem  to  have  found  their  favor- 
ite lodgment  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  pharynx, 
larynx  or  lungs,  thereby  causing  the  numerous  cases  of  catarrh 
which  have  been  prevailing  m  our  vicinity  recently. 

The  fact  that  quinine  taken  interna! lv  in  5-grain  doses  has 
been  the  most  effectual  treatment  in  these  cases  of  catarrh,  has 
further  induced  me  to  the  belief  that  parasitic  organisms  are  the 
cause  of  the  so-called  catarrh.  How  quinine  operates  as  a  par- 
asiticide, whether  locally,  or  more  remotely  by  the  circulation,  I 
am  unable  to  say;  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that  it  acts  effectu- 
allv.  It  has  been  my  custom  to  prescribe  5  grains  of  sulphate 
of  quinine  three  times  a  day  for  two  days,  and  the  cold  then 
would  be  pretty  thoroughly  broken  up. 

These  facts  I'  offer  as  bearing  out  the  suggestions  as  to  the 
aetiology  of  acute  coryza  o-iven  by  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  sr..  m  an 
article  in  The  Journal;  of  November  14,  18b">. 


Lactic  Acid  ix  Diuestox. — Messrs.  Ewald  &  Boas,  as  a  re- 
sult of  their  experiment,  divide  the  process  of  digestion  into 
three  stages — the  first  in  which  lactic  acid  is  present  but  no  hy- 
drochloric acid;  the  second,  or  intermediate,  in  which  the  lactic 
acid  reaches  its  acme  and  hydrochloric  acid  first  appears:  the 
third  in  which  the  lactic  acid  rapidly  disappears  while  the  hydro- 
chloric acid  increases  in  quantity.  Thev  have  convincing  evi- 
dence that  the  lactic  acid  is  a  product  of  fermentation  of  the 
food  taken,  and  not  a  secretion  from  the  stomach.  A  strong  an- 
tagonism, thev  say,  exists  between  the  two  acids.  If  the  diges- 
tive act  is  interfered  with  in  any  way,  the  lactic-acid  stage  is 
lengthened  in  duration.  Therapeutically,  the  authors  would  on- 
ly say  this  much  in  this  paper:  that  the  results  of  their  experi- 
ments place  the  selected  dietables  in  a  new  light.  All  those 
articles  of  food  considered  difficult  of  dicyestion  are  known  to  be 
great   lactic-acid  producers. — Journal  of  Reconstruetives. 
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The  Journal  of  Reconstructives,  published  quarterly,  by 
John  Carnrick,  New  York,  is  a  new  departure  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  should  have  a  place  on  every  physician's  table. 

A  bill  has  recently  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives by  Dr.  Robert  T.  Davis,  member  from  Massachus- 
etts, "to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases,  and  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Public  Health,"  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce,  subsequently  reported 
by  the  committee  with  some  amendments,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 
The  bill  simply  provides  for  the  establishment  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  of  a  Bureau  of  Public  Health,  under  the 
management  of  a  Commissioner  of  Health,  with  an  annual  salary 
of  $4,500,  with  all  necessary  powers  and  duties  to  secure  the 
establishment  of  an  efficient  and  permanent  National  Bureau  of 
Public  Health,  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  National  Board  of 
Health,  and  relieve  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  from  farther 
dut  les  in  t  hat  direction. 
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At  the  Thirty-seyexth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  at  St.  Louis,  May  4,  1886,  the  President 
began  his  address  by  a  high  tribute  to  Drs.  W.  K.  Bowling,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Penn.,  and  Aus- 
tin Flint,  sr.,  of  New  York  City,  ex-Presidents  of  the  Association, 
who  have  died  within  a  year.  Dr.  Brodie  in  his  address  referred 
to  the  organization  of  the  Association,  its  objects,  aims  and 
progress;  to  Drs.  A.  Stille,  N.  S.  Davis,  Alonzo  Clark  and  Lewis 
P.  Bush,  as  the  only  living  pioneers  of  the  Association,  and  to 
Dr.  Clark,  as  the  only  living  member  of  the  committee  who 
framed  the  Code  of  Ethics.  He  mentioned  as  an  exemplification 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Association  since  its  organization  a 
number  of  selections  from  its  transactions,  compared  our  Associ- 
ation and  its  affiliations  to  the  British  Medical  Association  audits 
branches,  which  he  did  not  consider  in  any  way  superior  to  the 
American.  He  mentioned  the  adoption  of  the  Journal  System  in 
imitation  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  complimented  the 
board  of  trustees  with  its  efficient  editor-in-chief.  He  reviewed 
the  preliminary  organization  of  the  Ninth  Intel -National  Medi- 
cal Congress  briefly  and  closed  with  the  following,  which  we 
clip  from  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association: 

Gentlemen,  matters  of  importance  arising  out  of  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  this 
Association  may  come  before  you  at  this  meeting,  and  questions  may  arise  affecting 
its  honor  and  integrity.  Even  the  existance  of  this  Association,  so  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  the  medical  profession  of  these  United  States,  may  he  hazarded.  Upon 
you  as  its  representatives  will  rest  its  preservation.  Thirty-nine  years  of  existence 
has  entitled  it  to  your  support.  Its  work  and  benificent  influences  are  on  record, 
and  speak  for  themselves.  May  I  ask  of  you.  as  its  President,  to  give  careful  con- 
sideration to  any  and  all  matter  that  may  affect  its  interest  and  permanency,  so 
that  when  you  return  to  your  constituency  you  can  tell  them  that,  although  the  As- 
sociation has  been  attacked  by  foes  within  and  foes  without,  it  yet  stands  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  American  medical  profession. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  kindly  ask  of  you  the  amenities  due  to  the  office  to  which 
you  have  so  kindly  promoted  me.  and  your  cordial  support.  It  shall  be  my  endeavor 
to  be  impartial,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair  according  to  strict  parliment- 
ary  rules. 

The  honor  of  being  elected  by  you  as  President  of  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation is  one  that  words  cannot  express.  For  thirty-two  years  I  have,  whether  pres- 
ent or  absent,  had  its  interests  deeply  at  heart,  and  When  my  term  of  office  expires  1 
will  gladly  return  to  the  ranks  with  the  same  zeal  for  its  interests  which  I  Celt  when 
I  firs^  became  a  member  in  this  great  city  of  the  south-west.  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Association  here  in  1854. 

We  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing, save  the  report  of  the  nominating  committee,  but  we  can 
entertain  no  doubt  that  the  American  Medical  Association  will 
remain  as  it  has  ever  been,  the  pride  of  the  medical  profession 
of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  proposed  the  following  officers  for  next  year: 
President,  E.  H.  Gregor,   St.  Louis;  First   Vice  President,  E.    H. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF.  15 


Miller,  Stillwater,  Minn.;  Second  Vice  President,  W.  McWile 
Connecticut;  Permanent  Secretary,  William  B.  Atkinson,  Phila- 
delphia; Assistant  Secretary,  J.  Nevins  Hyde,  Chicago;  Treas- 
urer, Richardson  Dunglinson,  Philadelphia;  Librarian,  C.  H.  A. 
Kleinschmidt,  Washington.  The  committee  recommended  Chi- 
cago as  the  next  place,  and  June,  1887,  as  the  time  for  the  next 


meeting  of  the  convention. 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 

In  an  old  number,  (Oct.,  1884,)  of  the  Medical  World,  we 
notice  the  following  under  the  heading: 

Legal  Medicine,  Dakota. — One  physician  to  each  675  inhab- 
itant. Has  no  medical  law.  A  medical  bill  passed  the  legisla- 
ture in  1882,  but  it  was  vetoed  by  the  governor.  From  this  it 
willjbe  seen  that  up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Dakota  was  open  alike  to  the  qualified  conscientious 
physician  and  the  most  unscrupulous  charlatan. 

The  following  is  from  u  An  Act  Establishing  Territorial  and 
County  Boards  of  Health,  14 — 15,  and  providing  for  the  health 
of  persons  and  animals,"  approved    March   12,    1885: 

No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  practice  medicine  in  any  of  its  departments  in 
tins  Territory  unless  lie  be  a  graduate  of  a  medical  college  or  unless  upon  examina- 
tion before  a  board  composed  of  the  superintendent  of  public  health  and  two  other 
physitians  to  be  selected  by  the  Territorial  Board  of  Health,  such  person  shall  be 
found  proficient  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  and  shall  also  be  found  up- 
on the  proof  to  have  been  actually  engaged  in  the  practice  of  n  edicine  for  a  term  of 
not  less  than  ten  years:  and  no  person  shall  practice  medicine  unless  he  be  of  good 
moral  character,  and  is  not  an  habitual  drunkard.  Any  person  possessing  the  quali- 
fications necessary  in  this  section,  shall,  upon  presentation  of  his  diploma,  or  of 
proof  thereof  b>  affidavit  if  the  same  be  lost  or  destroyed,  and  upon  the  affidavit  of 
two  reputable  citizens  from  the  county  where  he  resides  that  such  applicant  pos- 
sesses the  qualifications  of  a  physician  as  prescribed  herein,  to  the  superintendent 
of  public  health,  together  with  a  fee  of  two  dollars,  receive  from  such  superintend- 
ent of  public  health,  a  license,  certifying  the  applicant  to  be  apracticing  physician, 
and  having  the  qualifications  for  such  prescribed  by  this  section,  which  license  shall 
be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  in  the  county  where  such  practic- 
ing physician  resides.  Any  person  who  practices  medicine  or  attempts  to  practice 
medicine  with. ait  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  person  shall  be  regarded  as  practicing  medicine 
within  the  meaning  of  this  section  who  shall  profess  publiclv  to  be  a  physician  and 
to  prescribe  for  the  sick,  or  who  appends  to  his  name  the  letters  "M.  D./'  but  noth- 
ing in  this  section  shall  be  considered  to  prohibit  students  from  prescribing  under 
supervision  of  preceptors,  or  to  prohibit  gratuitous  services  in  case  of  emergency, 
nor  shall  this  section  apply  to  commissioned  surgeons  in  the  United  States  army  or 
navy.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  who  shall  prevent 
or  attempt  to  prevent  tne  several  officers  of  the  public  health,  or  persons  employed 
by  them,  from  performing  any  of  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  act  to  be  performed 
by  any  such  officers,  or  any  practicing  physician  who  shall  fail  to  report  to  the  coun- 
ty superintendent  of  health  the  existence  of  any  contagious  or  infectious  disease, 
and  any  person  who  shall  wilfully  conceal  any  case  of  contagious  or  infectious  dis- 
ease, eitljer  among  persons  or  animals,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 
The  district  court  shall,  upon  complaint  of  any  member  of  the  'Territorial  Board  of 
Health,  or  of  the  County  Board  of  Health  where  he  resides,  have  power  to  cancel 
any  license  that  may  be  issued  to  any  person  to  practice  medicine  where  such  license 
was  fraudulently  obtained  or  where  the  person  to  whom  such  license  was  issued  has 
been  guilty  of  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

A  strict  enforcement  of    this  law  would  result    in  the  suppres- 
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sion  of  quackery  to  a  great  extent  and  in  the  elevation  of  the 
profession  in  the  Territory.  That  a  strict  enforcement  of  the 
spirit  of  this  act  is  impossible  is  only  too  evident,  though  much 
has  been  done  by  the  Territorial  Superintendent,  Dr.  Darrow, 
who  has  not  been  at  all  backward  in  the  matter  as  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  out  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  candidates  examined  at 
Huron,  March  9,  1886,  only  four  or  five  passed  the  examination. 
That  the  examiners  were  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  is  well  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  examin- 
ing board  (Drs.  Darrow,  Cummings  and  Ware)  are  spoken  of  by 
many  of  the  applicants  in  the  highest  terms.  The  passage  of  a 
bill  requiring  each  physician  to  undergo  a  rigid  examination  at 
stated  intervals,  a  failure  to  pass  which  would  debar  such  phy- 
sician from  practice,  whether  a  graduate  or  not,  must  raise  the 
standard  of  the  profession  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every 
physician  to  whom  this  end  would  be  desirable,  not  only  to  use 
his  influence  for  the  passage  of  such  a  bill,  but  to  strengthen 
that  influence  by  unremitting,  energetic  labor  in  the  field  of 
medical  research. 


Unfortunately  for  this  issue  Dr.    Andros    has   been  in  very 
poor  health  for  some  weeks. 


Dr.  R.  C.  Kenner  (New  England  Medical  Monthly)  says  his 
experience  with  the  syrup  of  yerba  santa  is  such  as  to  warrant 
him  in  saving  that  it  deserves  the  confidence  of  the  profession  as 
a  menstruum  whereby  the  sulphate  of  quinine  can  not  only  be 
rendered  tasteless  but  absolutely  palatable.  Five  grains  of 
quinine  is  rendered  tasteless  in  one  drachm  of  the  syrup. 


Below  we  quote  the  closing  paragraph  from  an  editoral,  in 
the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association  May  8,  which 
no  regular  Physician  can  fail  to  endorse: 

"The  American  Medical  Association  is  entitled  to  the  hearty 
support  of  every  member  of  the  profession  who  has  the  good  of 
the  profession  at  heart — -every  one,  in  short,  who  has  entered 
upon  the  study  and  pratice  of  medicne  as  a  science,  an  art,  a 
great  and  noble  calling.  As  to  those  who  have  come  in  to  make 
it  a  trade,  the  Association  is  better  off  without  them." 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


Frequent  small  doses  of  sulphur. — Dr.  H.  V.  Knaggs  (Provin- 
cial Medical  Journal)  says: 

I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  a  remedy  which,  so  far  as  my  ex- 
perience goes,  has  hitherto  yielded  uniform  successful  results,  and 
which,  in  addition,  would  appear  to  confirm  the  researches  of 
Klebs  and  others  as  to  the  cryptogamic  origin  of  this  much 
dreaded  complaint.  I  allude  to  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  by 
sulphur. 

More  than  four  years  ago  my  father  employed  this  agent  with 
magical  effect  in  a  case  which  was,  at  the  time,  regarded  as  des- 
perate, the  ingravescence  of  the  symptoms  hourly  increasing 
under  carbolic  and  other  applications;  but  by  the  sulphur  treat- 
ment employed  in  the  manner  1  here  advocate,  the  patient  (a 
youth  of  thirteen)  made  a  rapid  recovery.  Since  that  time  both 
my  father  and  I  have  treated  similarly  a  large  number  of  cases; 
and  though  many  of  them  have  been  of  a  severe  character,  some 
even  with  laryngeal  complication,  and  accompanied  by  lividity 
of  skin,  yet  in  not  a  single  instance  has  a  fatal  termination  oc- 
curred, and  in  remarkably  few  of  them  have  sequelae,  even  in  the 
mildest  and  most  transient  forms,  resulted. 

Sulphur  in  any  pulverized  form  will  answer  the  purpose,  but 
it  will  be  found  best  to  suspend  it  by  means  of  mucilage,  and  to 
sweeten  or  flavor  the  mixture  to  the  palate,  in  order  that  the  pa- 
tient may  be  induced  to  sip  it  frequently.  We  generally  put 
about  fifteen  grains  of  milk  of  sulphur  to  each  fluid  ounce,  and 
at  the  commencement,  the  sufferer  takes  from  a  teaspoonful  to  a 
tables poonf ul  (according  to  age)  every  hour,  half  hour,  or  even 
nftener  if  the  case  be  urgent,  afterwards  at  less  frequent  inter- 
vals. 


INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 

The  profession  is  evidently  becoming  disgusted  with  the  at- 
tacks upon  the  American  medical  profession  in  its  endeavors,  by 
regularly  appointed  delegates  from  each  State  in  the  Union,  to 
place  in  proper  shape  the  arrangements  for  the  next  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  Those  journals  that  have  acted  as 
mouth-pieces  for  the  ring  which  claims  to  possess  all  the  abilitv 
in  the  American  profession,  will  do  wise  to  fill  their  columns  with 
other  matter.  If  the  managers  of  the  Congress  are  all  ignorant 
and  brainless,  their  work  will  make  this  sufficientlv  evident,  If 
they  arp  capable    and  honest   men,    let  them  spend  their    money 
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and  talents  in  the  endeavor  to  make  the  Congress  a  credit  to 
America.  All  obstructionists  to  this  end  should  step  aside  if 
they  cannot  in  conscience  help  on  the  good  cause.  On  all  sides 
we  hear  demands  of  the  prDfession,  that  this  sensless  vitupera- 
tion cease.  Or,  if  they  think  best,  let  those  who  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  arrangements  for  the  coming  Congress,  organize  one  on 
their  own  account.  ■  Unquestionably,  they  could  produce  excel- 
lent results,  at  which  all  the  medical  world  would  rejoice.  True, 
it  would  seem  like  a  house  divided  against  itself,  out  this  would 
be  far  better  than  the  exercise  of  their  fine  powers  m  defaming 
others,  and  the  profession  at  large. — American  Lancet. 


The  Digestion  of  Milk. — Dr.  M.  Reichman  draws  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  from  a  number  of  elaborate  experiments  as 
to  the  digestability  of  milk  in  the  human  stomach  (Deutsche  Med. 
Zeitung,  82,  1885): 

1.  Boiled  milk  leaves  the  stomach  more  rapidly  than  an  equal 
quantity  of  unboiled  milk. 

2.  The  digestion  of  boiled  milk  is  more  rapidly  accomplished 
than  that  of  unboiled  milk. 

3.  The  coagulation  of  unboiled  milk  in  the  stomach  is  complete 
in  five  minutes. 

4.  The  coagulation  is  not  caused  by  the  acid  of  the  gastric  juice, 
but  by  the  influence  of  a  special  ferment  (milk  curdling  ferment.) 

5.  The  acidity  of  the  gastric  juice  is  at  first  due  almost  solely 
to  lactic  acid,  and  later  in  the  process  of  digestion,  to  the  pres- 
ence of  hydrochloric  acid. 

6.  Hydrochloric  acid  first  appears  in  perceptible  amount  forty- 
five  minutes  after  the  ingestion  of  half  a  pint  of  miik. 

7.  For  the  first  hour  and  a  quarter  after  the  ingestion  of  milk 
the  acidity  gradually  increases,  and  then  decreases,  until  the 
milk  has  entirely  left  the  stomach. 

8.  The  curds  of  casein  in  digestion  of  boiled  milk  are  much 
softer  than  in  the  case  of  uncooked  milk. — Therapeutic  Gazette, 
March  15,  1886.  

International  Medical  Congress. — The  London  Lancet 
has,  with  wonderful  clearness,  perceived  the  true  inwardness  of 
the  difficulty  respecting  the  International  Medical  Congress,  and 
accorded  to  its  managers  a  hearty  support.  Better  than  most  of 
the  large  American  weeklies  has  it  defended  the  honor  of  the 
American       medical       profession.  Indeed,         while        these 

have  been  using  every  influence  in  fheir  power  to  serve  a  small 
clique  in  the  profession,  and  so  eternally  disgrace  the  country  in 
which  they  live,  an  alien  medical  journal  has  exerted  its  vast 
power  for  the  credit,  and  glory  of  American  medical  men.  All 
honor  to  the  London  Lancet. — American  Lancet. 
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AMERICAN  PUBLIC  HEALTH    ASSOCIATION. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association  will  be  held  at  Toronto,  Ont.,  October  5-8, 
1886.  The  Executive  Committee  have  selected  the  following 
topics  for  consideration  at  said  meeting: 

1.  The  disposal  of  the  refuse  matter  of  cities  and  towns. 

2.  The  condition  of  stored  water  supplies,  and  their  relation 
to  the  public  health. 

3.  The  best  methods  and  the  aparatus  necessary  for  the 
teaching  of  Hygiene  in  the  public  schools,  as  well  as  the  means 
forsecunug  uniformity  in  such  instruction. 

4.  Recent  sanitary  experiences  in  connection  with  the  exclu- 
sion and  suppression  of  epidemic  disease. 

5.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  necessities  of  school  houses 
and  school  life. 

6.  The  preventable  causes  of  disease,  injury,  and  death  in 
American  manufactories  and  workshops,  and  the  best  means  and 
appliances  for  preventing  and  avoiding  them. 

The  Lomb  Prize  Essays. — Mr.  Henry  Lomb,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  who  is  already  known  as  a  public  benefactor  through  the 
prizes  which  he  gave  last  year  for  the  best  essays  on  certain  san- 
itary subjects,  offers  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  $1,750  to  be 
awarded  as  prizes  on  the  three  last  mentioned  subjects. 

The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  April  24, 
1886,  contains  rules  by  which  competitors  for  the  above  men- 
tioned prizes  must  be  governed. 


Importance  of  Fat. — Fat  bacon  is  one  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory things  upon  which  to  perform  mental  work;  the  nervous 
system  containing  a  great  proportion  of  fat,  must  necessarily  suf- 
fer if  fat  be  deficient  in  the  food.  If  insufficient  fat  is  assimila- 
ted, the  subcutaneous  fat  becomes  absorbed,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  waste  of  more  important  tissues.  When  school  children 
show  an  aversion  to  fat,  its  administration  under  compulsion 
would  probably  disagree.  In  such  cases  the  correct  thing  to  do 
is  to  give  fat  in  some  other  form;  and  the  more  finely  it  is  sub- 
divided the  more  readily  is  it  digested.  A  piece  of  solid  butter 
swallowed  alone  would  melt  in  the  stomach,  float  about  without 
undergoing  digestion  and  likely  begin  to  decompose  and  yield 
acrid  fatty  bodies,  prone  to  cause  irritation  and  nausea;  while 
the  same  amount  of  butter  eaten  with  bread  or  other  food  would 
be  so  divided  as  to  be  easily  managed  by  the  digestive  organs. 
Bv  artfully  mingling  fat  with  the  food,  many  patients  may  be 
greatly  benefited,  particularlv  those  prone  to  tuberculosis. — Med- 
ical World. 
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DAKOTA    TERRITORIAL    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  next  annual  meeting  will  he  held  at  Yankton,  beginning 
at  10  o'clock,  a.  in.,  May  20,  1886,  and  continue  in  session,  prob- 
ably, three  days. 

A  united  effort  is  being  made  by  its  officers  and  others  of  the 
society  to  make  it  the  largest,  most  interesting  and  best  meeting 
the  society  has  ever  had.  We  have  already  assurance  of  a  larger 
attendance  than  ever  before,  and  promises  of  reports  and  other 
papers  on  medical  topics  sufficient  to  make  the  meeting  of  inter- 
est to  every  physician;  while  the  members  of  the  profession  at 
Yankton  have  assured  us  that  no  pains  will  be  spared  on  their 
part' to  make  our  visit   to  that   city    both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

As  many  of  the  physicians  in  the  Territory  are  among  the 
"new  comers,"  we  offer  the  information  that  the  society  is  already 
established,  and  has  been  in  successful  operation  for  several 
years.  It  has  a  large,  excellent  and  rapidly  increasing  member- 
ship, and  money  in  its  treasury.  Yet  it  desires  the  membership 
and  co-operation  of  every  regular  physician  in  Dakota. 

Its  requirements  for  admission  are,  that  the  candidate  shall  be 
a  regular  practitioner  in  the  Territory,  a  graduate  from  a 
medical  college  in  good  standing,  of  good  moral  standing,  and 
the  payment  of  a  membership  fee  of  $2.00. 

TheC.  M.  &  St.  P.  and  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R'y  compnnies  have 
kindly  offered  to  return  for  one-fifth  of  regular  rutes  to  points 
reached  by  their  lines  in  Dakota,  all  delegates  and  members  who 
pay  full  fare  goino-. 

The  hotels  at  Yankton  announce  the  following  rates:  Mer- 
chants and  Morrison,  each  $2  per  day.  Commercial,  Pacific, 
Madison  and  others.  f>l  per  day. 

Committee  of  arrangement^:  J.  B.  YnnYelsor,  Yankton;  S. 
B.  McGlumphv,  Yankton;  L.  F.  Diefendorf.  Aberdeen.  Chair- 
men of  Sections:  Practice  of  medicine,  J.  B.  YanYelsor;  Sur- 
gery, A.  Peterman,  Parker;  Obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women, 
J.  C.  Morgan,  Sioux  Falls;  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics, 
W.  E.  Crane,  Mitchell. 

Geo.  W.  Moody,  Huron.  President. 

H.  E.  McNutt.  Secretary. 


A  Bill  for  an  Act  to  Regulate  the  Practice  of  Med- 
icine axd  Surgery  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  has  recently 
passed  the  legislature  of  that  state  and  become  a  law,  though 
its  penalties  are  not  to  be  enforced  until  January,  1887.  The 
law  is  similar  in  many  of  its  features  to  the  well  known  Illinois 
law  for  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  ami  surgery. — Jour. 
of   Am.  Med.    Ass'n. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Idleness. — Of  the  various  kinds  of  nervous  and  dyspeptic 
ailments  which  medical  men  are  constantly  treating,  Dr.  S. 
Wilks,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  finds  at  least  six  due  to  idleness  to  one 
from  overwork. 

The  Title  wf  Sir  Henry  Thompson's  last  novel  is  "All  But." 
(Northwestern  Lancet).  Yes,  and  we  are  willing  to  wager  that 
every  fellow,  who  reads  the  above,  has  in  his  mind's  eye  some 
one  after  whom  he  thinks  the  work  was  named. 

The  Purser  of  the  Steamer  Britannic  relates  an  incident  of  a 
young  lady  crossing  the  ocean  in  one  of  their  elegant  ships.  A 
portion  of  her  diary  read  as  follows:  "Took  a  pill  at  eight 
o'clock  last  night.  Passed  an  iceberg  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning." 

Galvano  Plastic  Embalming. — M.  Kergovatz,  of  Brest,  is 
the  inventor.  The  body  is  coated  with  plumbago  and  placed  in 
a  bath  of  sulphate  of  copper  connected  with  a  battery.  The 
body  becomes  thus  encased  in  a  skin  or  plate  of  copper  which 
entirelv  prevents  decomposition.  Over  this  may  l>e  applied  a 
second  plating  of  gold  or  silver. — Journal  of    Reconstructives. 

Tin:  Treatment  of  Sick  Headache. — Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie 
(X.  Y.  Medical  Journal,)  of  New  York,  has  produced  excellent 
results  with  the  following  method  of  treatment:  As  soon  as  the 
first  pain  is  felt,  the  patient  is  to  take  a  pill,  or  capsule  contain- 
ing one  grain  of  inspissated  ox-gall,  and  one  drop  of  oil  of 
gaultheria,  every  hour  until  relief  is  felt,  or  until  six  have  been 
Taken. 

Prop.  T.  Koch  eh.  of  Bern,  (Correspondent  Blatt,  March  1, 
1880),  reports  a  case  in  which  he  successfully  resected  five  feet 
of  intestine.  The  operation  was  performed  under  careful  anti- 
septic precautions.  The  patient  was  discharged,  perfectly  well, 
in  eighteen  days.  He  was  seen  several  months  after  and  re- 
ported that  he  never  enjoyed  better  health. — Denver  Medical 
Times. 

One  OP  OUR  up-town  citizens  was  delinquent  in  paying  his 
doctor's  bills.  The  other  evening  he  sent  for  his  phvsician  in 
great  haste.  U  was  ;i  case  of  confinflment.  The  father,  it  seem*, 
had  a  morbid  fear  that  the  child  would  be  marked,  and  while 
waiting  aaxi  >usly  outside  the  room  asked  the  nurse  after  the 
critical  moment  was  passed,  if  it  was  marked  in  any  way.  "Yes," 
was  tic1  word  sent  out  hv  the  doctor,  "tell  Ir'm  it  is  marked  C. 
0.    I)."    -Journal  of  Reconstructives. 
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CURRENT     NOTES. 


French  ladies  consider  carrots  as  almost  a  specific  for  the 
complexion.  Carrot  soup  without  meat-stock  is  well  known  as  an 
excellent  food  for  clearing  the  skin.  It  should  be  eaten  with 
brown  bread. 

Doctor — (who  had  been  sent  for  at  2  a.  m.):  "Madam,  pray 
send  at  once  for  the  clergyman,  and  if  you  want  to  make  you 
will,  for  the  lawyer.'"  Madame  (horrified:)  "Good  gracious! 
Is  it  dangerous,  doctor?""  "Not  a  bit  of  it;  but  I  don't  want  to 
be  the  only  one  who  has  been  disturbed  in  his  sleen  for  noth- 
iug." 

Ix  1885  there  were  3,430  arrests  for  crime  of  all  grades  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Of  this  number  2,121  were  arres- 
ted for  drunkenness.  If  these  cases  were  recognized  as  diseased 
and  treated  by  means  suggested  by  science,  from  40  to  50  per 
cent,  would  be  cured;  but  treated  by  the  present  legal  means, 
no  one  recovers,  and  all  are  made  worse:  precipitated  into  in- 
curable conditions  from  whicn  recovery  is  almost  impossible. — 
Journal  of  Inebriety. 

SlGN  of  DEATH.— *-A  simple,  but  certain,  sign  of  death  has 
long  been  desired.      Dr.  Hugo  Magnus,  of    Breslau,   gives    as    a 

positive  sign  of  death,  the  following:  Tie  a  string  firmly  around 
a  finger  of  the  supposed  corps.  If  there  is  the  lenst  circulation 
of  blood,  which  is  absolutely  essential  to  life,  the  ringer  from  the 
string  to  the  tip  will  gradually  turn  bluish-red  from  engoregment 
of  the  veins. —  Medical   World. 

Dr.  Beatmetz  in  a  recent  lecture  on  th^  new  hypnotic  called 
hypnone,  concludes  as  follows: 

1  Hypnone  is  a  mixed  acetone  of  the  aromatic  series,  obtain- 
ed by  submitting  to  distillation  a  mixture  of  beusoate  and  ace- 
tate of  calcium. 

2.  This  acetone  is  toxic  and  its  greater  or  less  degree  of 
purity  seems  to  have  a  notable  influence  on  its  toxieity. 

3.  Hypone  in  toxic  does  produces  in  animals  sleep,  analgesia, 
and  anaesthesia.  It  diminishes  the  neurilitv  of  the  nervous 
elements,  lowers  blood  pressure,  modifies  the  respiration,  and 
alters  the  composition  of  the  blood. 

4.  In  a  dose  of  from  twenty  to  forty  centigrammes  hypnone  has 
never  produced  any  other  appreciable  physiological  symptom 
thin  sleep.  It  is  a  hypnotic,  especially  applicable  to  nervous 
insomnia,  or  that  produced  by  alchoHo  oxoesses,  or  too  prolon- 
ged intellectual  labor-— Journal  of  Inebriety. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS. 


A  Oompend  of  Pharmacy,  by  F.  E.  Stewart,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G. 
Quiz  Master  in  Chemistry  and -Theoretical  Pharmacy  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia College  of  Pharmacy,  Demonstrator  and  Lecturer  on 
Pharmocology  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  and  in  the 
Woman's  College,  Philadelphia,  12  mo.,  196  pages;  P.  Blakiston, 
Son  &  Co.,    Philadelphia,  1886. 

This  is  a  very  complete,  yet  concise,  and  eminently  practical 
little  volume,  is  No.  11,  of  the  justly  popular  Quiz  Compend 
series,  and  though  designed  to  be  an  aid  to  the  student,  its 
convenience  of  arrangement  makes  it  an  almost  indispensable 
reference  book,  alike  for  the  physician  and  worker  in  pharmacy. 
It  is  the  best  compend  on  the  subject  that  we  have  seen. 


PAMPHLETS. 


Clinical  Lecture  ox  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  delivered  at 
the  Philadelphia  hospital,  by  A.  Sydney  Roberts,  M.  D. 

Nos.  1 — 2.  The  Etiology,  Morbid  Anatomy,  Varieties 
and  Treatment  of  Club  Foot. — Reprint  from  the  Medical  News, 
Mar.  13—20,  1886,  Philadelphia,  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co. 

We  have  here  in  small  space  the  principal  theories  concerning 
the  cause  of  talipes,  description  of  different  forms,  some  interesting 
tables,  statistics,  etc.,  together  with  the  rational  treatment,  with 
numerous  illustrations. 

Oxygen  as  a  Remedial  Agent,  by  Samuel  S.  Wallian,  M. 
D. — Reprinted  from  the  Medical  Record.  52  pages,  Trow's  Print- 
ing and  Book-binding  Co.,  201  —213,  east  Twelfth  street,  New 
York. 

The  author  gives  the  result  of  his  extensive  experience 
and  cites  a  host  of  authorities  on  the  subject.  This  interesting 
resume  fairly  places  Dr.  Wallian  in  the  front  ranks  among  in- 
vestigators in  this  comparatively  new  field. 


Dr.  E.  T.  Wells  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medicain  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  D.  D.  Marr,  (Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner) 
considers  chloral  hydrate  to  be  the  most  reliable  agent  in  the 
treatment  of  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy. 


LINCK'S 

CH^vilCALLY     PURE 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  Introduced,  must  not 
be  confounded  with  any  of  the  so-called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  solid  substances.  Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
which  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  ob- 
tained by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup. 
It  is  manufactured  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision  and  is  far 
superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  of  testimonials  from 
the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,  Germany  and  France.  Write  to  us 
for  them. 

ASOHENBACH  &  MILLER. 

Corner  Third  *nd  Callowhill  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Torrified  Wheat  Food. 

A  Scrupulously  pure  Farnac^ous  Food  for  children  and  invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever.  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it  more 
easily  digestable.  much  more  palatable,  and  in  everyway  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in  form- 
ing bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been  carefully 
preserved,  but  the  iusoluble  and  indigestible  silieious  portion  has  been  removed. 
Wheat  isone  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the  phosphates  of  Cal- 
cium, Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten.  Albumen  aud  Starch,  all  of  these 
being  important  in  nutrition. 
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ORIGINAL    ARTICLES. 


A     RARE     DISEASE     OF     THE     SKIN. 

Read  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan,  of  Sioux  Falls,  before  tbe  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

During-  the  fall  of  '82,  Mrs.  F.,  American  aet.  35,  of  strono- 
conformation,  who  had  never  born  children,  and  had  performed 
more  outdoor  work  than  usually  falls  to  women,  became  quite 
indisposed;  less  inclined  to  make  or  endure  any  effort.  Pulse, 
100  to  120  irregular  and  small,  marked  enlargement  of  thy- 
void  glands  eyes  seemed  slightly  more  prominent  than  naturnl 
at  times,  with  a  pearly  whiteness  of  sclerotic  coat.  From  one 
to  three  degrees  elevation  of  temperature,  but  following  no  reg- 
ular course  In  the  early  spring  oi  '82,  a  slight  bronzing  of  the 
skin  took  place,  the  debility  becoming  more  marked  as  did  the 
the  pigmentations  as  weeks  passed  on.  As  Bummer  came  on  the 
skin  became  bound — i.  e.  immovable  on  fingers,  hands,  forearms, 
toes,  feet  and  legs.  The  sclerosis  involved  the  skin  of  the  face 
and  of  the  left  side  as  summer  passed  away.  The  pigmentation 
became  quite  marked,  even  to  a  deep  brown  during  the  winter 
of  '83  and  '84.  Flexion  of  joints  became  an  impossibility,  ema- 
ciation and  general  debility,  became  more  marked  and 
help  was  required  on  all  occasions.  All  functions  were  well 
performed,  other  than  in  a  diminished  degree.  As  the  indura- 
tion of  the  skin  became  greater  a  more  shining,  oily,  glazed  ap- 
pearance of  the  skin  took  place  with  almost  a  bony  hardness 
and  fixedness.  Cod  liver  oil;  iron,  quinine,  strychnia,  the  most 
bitter  tonics  with  electricity  as  tonics.      The  iodides    as    altera- 
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tives,  and  opiates  to  relieve  the  pain,  which  was  great,  but  could 
be  controlled  quite  effectually  by  the  administration  of  at  most, 
one  gr.  of  morphine  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  After  visit- 
ing many  physicians  and  quacks,  she  at  last  quit  my  treatment 
entirely  during  August, '84,  and  placed  herself  under  the  care  of 
an  old  lady  who  knew  nothing  about  remedies  or  disease,  but 
who  protested  she  had  treated  many  patients  with  the  same  dis- 
ease to  a  happy  termination.  Sclerosis  of  the  skin  by  me  was 
never  seen  before.  The  literature  of  the  subject,  so  far  as  I  am 
posted,  is  very  limited.  Only  fifty  cases  having  been  reported 
during  the  past  century,  the  half  of  which  time  my  pilgrimage 
on  earth  has  not  continued;  however,  'tis  quite  probable  that 
many  more  have  existed  but  never  have  been  reported;  still  1 
feel  that  I  am  fortunate  in  having  seen  this  one,  but  probably  will 
never  again  enjoy  the  like  experience.  Tilbury  Fox  states  that 
the  disease  is  of  rare  occurrence.  Characterized  clinically  by  a 
shining,  tense,  inelastic,  shrunken  condition.  Certain  apertures 
may  be  drawn  out  of  place.  This  disease  may  begin  at  any  part 
of  the  body,  more  commonly  at  back  of  neck.  White  patches 
form  or  more  deeply  pigmented  ones  occur.  No  particular 
cause  can  be  assigned,  other  than  chill,  cold,  suppressed  menses,, 
etc.,  as  women  suffer  more  frequently  than  men.  Dr.  John  Har- 
ley  regards  the  skin  changes  as  a  part  only  of  a  general  affection 
of  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves.  The  course  of  the  disease 
is  very  chronic,  but  tends  to  get  well  after  many  years.  Some 
cases  end  fatally  by  intercurrent  diseases  as  pneumonia,  heart 
disease,  phthisis,  Bright's  disease.  Fox  states  that  a  great  many 
microscopical  examinations  of  sclerodermatous  tissues  have  been 
made.  The  epidermis  has  been  found  unaffected,  but  the  true 
skin  has  its  white  fibrous  and  elastic  tissues  much  increased  in 
amount,  or  at  least  the  bundles  are  very  densly  packed  in  the 
corium.  Blood  vessels  become  diminished  in  caliber.  Although 
authors  state  that  treatment  does  not  seem  to  do  any  good  and 
that  many  eventually  recover,  still  we  gave  tonics  as  above 
stated  without  any  apparent  good  and  I  trust  no  harm.  Aug. 
22d,  '84,  when  so  far  as  friends  could  see,  she  was  no  worse  than 
for  weeks  past,  she  turned  on  her  side  with  the  help  of  her  hus- 
band, and  passed  away  without  even  a  gasp — death  coming  so 
easy  and  while  conversing. 


SPINAL     IRRITATION. 

Read  by  Dr.  O.  S.  Pine,  of  Aberdeen,  Dak.,  before  the  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

The    subject  of  irritation  of  the,  spinal   cord  with  the  varied 
train  of  symptoms  produced  thereby  is  of  more  practical   inter- 
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est  to  the  practitioner  than  many  other   diseases  more  generally 
understood  and  more  frequently  elaborated  by  medical  writers. 

Observation  more  closely  for  the  past  two  years  has  led  me  to 
believe  that  many  cases  of  this  nature  are  constantly  being  over- 
looked by  .the  profession  generally  and  the  symptoms  observed 
and  treated  empirically  without  the  real  seat  of  difficulty  being 
defined.  A  case  in  illustration  of  this  has  recently  come  under 
my  observation.  Miss  L.  H.,  age  26,  was,  five  years  ago,  thrown 
violently  from  a  horse  against  a  rail  fence  rendering  her  uncon- 
scious, in  which  condition  she  was  found  and  conveyed  to  her 
home,  shortly  after  which,  she  regained  consciousness  and  did 
not  think  herself  injured  severely,  suffering  only  lamenesss  and 
soreness  for  a  few  days.  About  six  months  after  she  had  an 
acute  dropsical  affection,  her  face,  body  and  extremities  swell- 
ing and  puffing  out,  following  which  she  became  irregular  in  her 
menstruation,  the  flow  appearing  once  in  three  weeks.  Accom- 
panying this  irregularity,  she  had  severe  pains,  shooting  down 
her  left  side  and  seeming  to  center  in  the  region  of  the  left 
ovary.  She  passed  at  times  a  large  amount  of  pale  urine.  These 
symptoms  together  with  "bearing  down"  pains,  as  she  expressed  it, 
led  her  to  believe  that  she  had  a.  diseased  uterus.  Upon  stooping 
over  she  experienced  pain  shooting-  from  the  middle  dorsal  re- 
gion through  to  the  stomach.  She  complained  of  pain  and  heat 
in  the  top  of  her  head  and  fullness  and  oppression  of  the  eve- 
balls  and  supra  orbital  neuralgia.  These  latter  were  not  con- 
stant. About  two  years  since  she  first  noticed  marked  tender- 
ness along  the  spine,  more  pronounced  in  the  lumber  region. 
This  patient  has  been  under  treatment  of  local  kind  for  uterine 
disease  without  any  alleviation  of  her  troubles,  but  as  her  adviser 
overlooked  the  tenderness  along  the  spine,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
he  was  puzzled,  upon  examination,  to  find  an  apparently  healthy 
uterus  without  leucorrhcea,  and  after  breaking  into  a  virgin  va- 
gina, he  failed  to  render  the  patient  the  least  benefit. 

Having  been  informed  of  her  previous  treatment,  I  carefully 
examined  this  patient  for  the  first  time,  about  two  months  since, 
when  she  consulted  me  for  what  she  still  believed  was  some  af- 
fection of  the  womb.  I  found  her  condition  one  of  great  nerv- 
ous prostration,  pains  of  a  neuralgic  character  over  both  eves, 
eveballs  painful  and  sight  weakened,  compelling  her  to  wear 
colored  glasses;  pain  in  the  scalp,  like  clavus  hystericus;  a  sense 
of  weight  and  oppression  at  the  precordia  accompanied  by  nau- 
sia  and  anorexia,  so  much  so  that  for  many  days  she  has  had  no 
desire  for  food.  Palpitation  of  the  heart  at  times  gave  her  great 
annoyance.  Pains  shoot  down  in  front  of  the  left  anterior  su- 
perior spinus  process  of  the  ilium  and  through  the  region  of  the 
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left  ovary.  Twice  during  the  past  three  months  she  has  for  sev- 
eral days  at  a  time,  passed  a  large  amount  of  pale  limpid  urine. 
Her  feet  are  always  cold;  complains  of  numbness  of  lower  ex- 
tremities and  somewhat  of  the  left  arm.  Her  weight  four  years 
ago  was  149  pounds;  at  the  present  time  it  is  129  pounds.  Upon 
careful  examination  of  the  spine,  I  found  tenderness  upon  press- 
ing over  the  sixth  and  seventh  cervical  and  first  dorsal  verte- 
brae with  corresponding  pains  in  the  head,  left  shoulder  and 
through  the  stomach.  Passing  down  the  spinal  column  the  ten- 
derness was  not  marked  until  the  lumbar  region  was  reached, 
when  I  found  such  a  degree  of  tenderness  upon  the  slightest 
pressure,  that  the  patient  would  cringe  and  writhe  with  pain. 

This  then,  instead  of  being  a  symptom  produced  by  uterine 
disease  was  the  seat  of  all  the  trouble,  and  the  continuation  of 
which,  has  caused  this  patient  to  suffer  great  physical  agonies 
for  the  past  three  or  four  years  and  has  caused  her  to  feel  that 
sexually  she  was  a  total  wreck. 

At  first  I  made  a  digital  examination  of  the  vagina,  which  was 
done  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  the  remnants  of  the  hymen 
being  somewhat  preserved,  and  her  nervous  system  rebelling 
against  the  procedure.  I  found  a  perfectly  normal  uterus  sup- 
ported in  proper  position  in  the  pelvis  without  lucorrhcea  or  any 
other  abnormal  condition,  except  neuralgia  which  was  greatly 
intensified' by  the  least  pressure  over  the  affected  spine.  This 
patient  being  possessed  of  wonderful  fortitude  to  bear  pain,  and 
ambition  to  succeed  in  life  with  a  well  balanced  mind,  has  not 
exibited  prominent  symptoms  of  hysteria.  The  only  approach  to 
it  has  been  nausea  and  faintness,  with  a  choking  sensation  in  the 
throat  when  fatigued.  The  circulation  is  much  disturbed,  as 
shown  by  coldness  of  feet  and  numbness  of  the  extremities. 

The  treatment  has  been  as  much  rest  as  possible  with  blisters 
over  the  lumbar  spine  and  the  application  of  iodine  above.  The 
results  have  been  beneficial  and  promises  well  for  a  cure. 

The  aetiology  of  rachialgia  is  somewhat  obscure.  The  re- 
searches of  Griffin  brothers,  Hammond  and  C.  E.  Brown  Sequard 
affirm  that  the  complaint  is  much  more  common  in  females  than 
males;  that  out  of  304  cases  collected  by  the  two  Griffin's  and 
Hammond  but  42  were  men,  and  orly  three  cases  occurring  in 
men  are  reported  from  over  fifty  cases  by  Brown  Sequard.  It  is 
found  more  generally  among  girls  from  sixteen  to  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  and  is  generally  caused  by  a  fall  or  some  violent 
exercise,  abuse  of  sexual  intercourse,  masturbation  and  some- 
times is  the  result  of  severe  acute  diseases,  the  continued  fevers, 
dysentery  and  diphtheria. 

Brown  Sequard  says  of  the  pathology,  that  no  organic  change 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


is  manifest  to  the  naked  eye  or  microscope.  At  most  a  conges- 
tion is  sometimes  found.  Dr.  Hartshorn  says  of  the  post-mortem 
appearance  that  "the  morbid  structural  changes  strictly  belong- 
ing to  spinal  irritation  are  nil.  The  disease  is  nervous  or  func- 
tional in  its  character  and  on  this  account  leaves  no  obvious 
traces  after  death."  But  Dr.  Copeland  says,  "an  affection  which 
may  with  justice  be  viewed  as  functional  to-day,  as  spinal  irrita- 
tion merely,  may  be  inflammation  on  the  morrow  and  rapidly  fol- 
lowed by  the  consequences  of  inflammation." 

The  question  seems  to  be:  Does  spinal  irritation  tend  toward 
congestion  and  inflammation  with  its  products  or,  are  organic 
changes  brought  on  by  capilary  contraction  and  anemia  of  the 
spinal  centers,  thereby  starving  the  parts  for  want  of  blood  and 
proper  nutrition.  I  take  it  that  prolonged  irritation  does  pro- 
duce changes  of  an  organic  kind,  else  why  does  such  extreme 
tenderness  obtain  and  bulging  and  enlargment  of  the  spinous 
processes  of  the  affected  vertebrae  take  place. 

Diagnosis  of  spinal  irritation  rests  in  distinguishing  the  func- 
tional disease,  so  called,  from  the  acute  organic  disease  of  the 
spine;  one  of  the  principal  points  of  distinction  being  that  the 
pain  of  the  affected  portions  of  the  body,  attending  spinal  irrita- 
tion are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  constitutional  disturbance. 
Secondly,  the  pains  in  the  body  corresponding  are  increased  by 
pressure  upon  the  spine  supplying  nerves  to  such  parts.  Third- 
ly, these  disturbances  being  relieved  in  a  great  measure  by  the 
recumbent  position;  and  fourthly,  the  observance  of  symptoms 
of  an  hysterical  nature  manifesting  themselves,  viz:  Pain  in  the 
scalp  like  the  clavus  hystericus,  palpitationof  the  heart,  ball  in 
the  throat,  etc.  The  principal  distinction,  however,  between 
spinal  irritation  and  spinal  meninigtis,  myelitis  and  tetanus,  is 
that  in  the  latter  affection,  as  a  rule,  pressure  upon  the  spine 
does  not  show  tenderness,  while  in  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion, tenderness  is  a  marked  symptom,  and  if  not  always  present 
is  so  constant  as  to  deserve  to  be  called  a  characteristic  feature 
of  this  ailment.  To  distinguish  spinal  irritation  from  angular 
curvature  of  the  spine  in  its  incipient  stages,  we  quote  the  Grf- 
fin  brothers:  1st.  "Strumus  disease  attacks  the  young,  moist 
frequently  those  under  puberty,  who  are  least  liable  to  spinal 
irritation.  2nd.  Disease  of  the  vertebrae  when  attacking  young 
girls  is  not  likely  accompanied  by  symptoms  of  a  purely  hysteri- 
cal character,  while  any  serious  irritation  of  the  cord  can 
scarcely  exist  without  them.  3d.  That  an  apparent  prominence 
of  the  tender  portion  of  the  spine,  which  sometimes  exists  in 
cases  of  irritation, is  never  strictly  angular,  for  if  four  or  five  of 
the  vertebrae  seem  to  project,  the  prominence  is  nearly  equal  in 
all."     Prognosis   in  spinal  irritation,  if  properly    treated    before 
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inflammation  or  organic  changes  take  place,  is  favorable;  thus  an 
early  diagnosis  is  desirable. 

Treatment:  Blisters  repeated,  the  application  of  the  actual 
cautery,  about  three  inches  in  length  on  each  side  of  the  spiue; 
application  of  iodine;  abstinance  from  walking  and  other  exer- 
cise to  the  extent  of  fatigue.  Alcoholic  stimulants  pushed  to  a 
considerable  extent  are  strongly  recommended  by  some  authors. 
These  combined  with  nutritious  diet  will  in  most  cases  produce 
a  rapid  cure. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Read  by  Dr.  M.  Ware,  at  Yankton,  before  the  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

In  attempting  to  write  upon  this  subject,  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  in  the  criticism  of  my 
brothers  in  the  profession  I  expect  to  be  more  benefitted  than  my 
hearers  It  is  at  present  a  generally  accepted  fact  that  the  pres- 
ence of  the  diphtheria  germ  is  the  cause  of  the  disease.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  germ  may  be  present  and  still  no  diphtheria  be 
result. 

But  when  the  system  is  in  a  proper  condition  the  germs  set 
up  a  putrifactive  change,  and  the  products  of  this  change  being 
greater  than  the  excretory  organs  of  the  body  are  capable  of  re- 
moving, there  accumulates  the  product  resulting  from  putrifac- 
tive decomposition  which  I  believe  is  a  poisonous  alkaloid 
similar  in  its  nature  to  the  alkaloid  formed  by  putrifaction  in 
the  cadaver  and  the  passage  of  this  poison  over  those  parts  of 
the  body  more  intimately  concerned  in  excreting  effete  material, 
such  as  the  throat  and  kidneys,  would  cause  an  inflammation  at 
those  points. 

In  the  throat  and  nasal  passages  a  false  membrane  would  be 
formed  aided  no  doubt  by  the  air  passing  continually  over  the 
surfaces  of  those  parts,  and  in  the  kidneys,  the  urine  loaded  with 
this  poisonous  product  produce  inflammations  which  break  down 
and  destroy  the  epithelial  lining  of  the  uriniferous  tubes  and 
acute  albuminuria  follow  as  a  natural  sequence.  And  in  my 
judo-ment  the  more  albumen  contained  in  the  urine  the  graver 
the  case,  and  a  physician  who  would  neglect  to  examine  the 
urine  dailv,  would  by  so  doing  be  guilty  of  gross  neglect  for 
which  there  is  no  excuse. 

If  as  I  believe  that  the  alkaloids  formed  by  putrifactive 
chancre  of  tissue  is  the  cause  of  the  disease  a  rational  course  of 
treatment  would  be  to  employ  such  agents  as  would  neutralize 
those  alkaloids  and  prevent  putrifactive  change 
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Oxygen  being  a  great  destroyer  of  those  principles  should  be 
furnished  by  having  plenty  of  pure  air  for  the  patient  to  breath, 
and  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
house  and  surrounding  premises  be  made,  and  the  source  of 
water  supply  looked  after;  and  where  this  is  suspicious,  all  water 
drank  by  the  patient  should  be  boiled.  The  milk  should  also  be 
looked  after,  and  wjiere  the  cows  furnishing  it  are  not  supplied 
with  pure  water,  it  should  also  be  boiled. 

To  arrest  putrifaction,  I  believe  alcohol  in  its  various  forms, 
and  common  salt  are  the  best  agents  we  have  at  command  and  I 
use  both  freely,  both  locally  and  internally.  I  never  use  swabs 
as  I  think  they  do  more  harm  than  good.  But  with  a  common 
Davidson  syringe,  I  use  warm  water  of  about  120  to  125  deg. 
Farinheit  and  containing  from  10  to  15  grains  of  salt  to  the 
ounce.  With  this  I  thoroughly  syringe  out  the  throat  and  mouth 
every  two  hours.  If  the  nasal  passages  are  affected,  I  use  water 
of  about  102  to  105  deg.,  with  3  to  5  grains  to  the  ounce  and 
syringe  them  with  this  every  two  or  three  hours.  Iron,  brandy 
and  lime  water  I  use  from  the  beginning.  If  the  nurse  has  a 
few  spare  moments,  I  instruct  her  to  give  a  little  more  brandy. 
The  lime  water,  I  believe,  has  the  power  to  dissolve  and  destroy 
the  false  membrane  and  the  poison  that  may  be  swallowed  or 
formed  in  the  stomach  and  thus  send  the  food  to  the  system  un- 
ladened  with  the  material  calculated  to  keep  up  the  disease. 
The  iron  I  use  in  the  form  of  the  tr.  ferri  chlor.,  the  acid  it  contains 
helps  to  form  the  chloride  of  sodium,  thus  preventing  the  putre- 
factive decomposition  of  the  tissue.  Pepsin  will  aid  digestion 
and  may  possibly  dissolve  false  membrane  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
does  not,  I  believe,  destroy  either  the  germs  or  their  products. 
Electricity  should  be  used  if  their  is  any  failure  of  the  heart's 
action  and  nux  vomica,  to  keep  up  and  stimulate  the  breathing 
centres.  For  the  renal  inflammation,  as  good  a  thing  as  I  have 
used,  is  oil  of  yellow  sandal  wood  in  from  10  to  15  drops  doses 
every  four  to  six  hours.  In  my  judgment  the  disease  is  constitu- 
tional, and  the  main  local  treatment  should  be  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  parts  clean  and  disinfected.  No  attempts  should  be 
made  to  remove  or  destroy  the  membrane  as  we  should  only  af- 
ford another  place  for  the  poison  to  enter  the  system.  Alcohol 
or  mercury  I  would  use  only  for  its  alterative  effect,  and  not  in 
the  heavy  doses  used  by  some,  as  1  think  it  would  weaken  the 
patient,  when  every  effort  should  be  made  to  sustain  them. 

The  main  diet  should  be  milk  and  that  should  be  used  freely, 
but  at  stated  times.  Giving  the  stomach  time  to  rest. 
But  my  main  dependence  would  be  iron,  brandy,  and  table  salt. 
All  dejections  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected  and  as  much  care 
taken  by  the  physicians  as  in  a  case  of  small  pox  during  and 
after  the  disease. 
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DAKOTA     FEVERS. 


Read  by  Dr.  F.  Andros,  of  Mitchell,  before  the  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

During  my  six  years  residence  in  Dakota,  my  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  investigation  of  the  endemic  fever  of  this 
Territory,  variously  called  Malarial,  Bilious,  Bilious  Remit- 
tent and  Typho-malanal  fever,  and  in  the  mountainous  regions, 
Mountain  fever. 

Its  approach  is  like  that  of  other  fevers.  For  several  days,  or 
even  weeks,  the  patient  has  a  depression  of  spirits,  a  general  ma- 
laise— loss  of  appetite,  bowels  usually  constipated,  the  eyes  fre- 
quently slightly  jaundiced.  These  symptoms  are  followed  by  a 
sensation  of  chilliness,  not  usually  severe,  though  in  some  cases 
strongly  marked,  attended  by  a  fever  and  thirst;  headache,  pains 
in  back  and  limbs;  tongue  usually  covered  with  a  white  thin 
coat,  edges  and  lip  read;  urine  heavily  loaded  with  urates;  skin 
to  the  touch,  cool  wherever  exposed  to  the  air.  At  the  same 
time  the  thermometer  shows  a  high  temperature  with  marked 
hyperesthesia  of  the  skia. 

Unless  arrested  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  tongue 
changes  to  a  dirty  yellow  or  brown,  dry  and  cracked.  Still  later 
sordes  collect  on  the  teeth,  frequently  with  delyrium,  bowels 
constipated  and  when  moved,  showing  a  lack  of  biliary  secre- 
tion, being  light  in  color  and  pasty  in  consistence;  fever  of  a 
low  type,  with  rapid  and  small  pulse,  this  fever  is  for  the  most 
part  designated  as  typho-malarial  fever. 

My  aim  is  to  show,  that  this  stage  of  the  disease  is  as  unlike 
typhoid  as  the  forming  stage  is  unlike  paludal-malaria.  In  ma- 
larial fever  their  is,  as  a  general  rule  increased  action  of  the 
liver.  Malarial  fever  is  most  rife  in  autumnal  months,  subsiding 
as  the  weather  grows  colder — does  not  prevail  in  winter,  except 
in  cases  contracted  in  the  fall. 

Marlarial  fever  has  three  distinctly  marked  stages.  The  algid 
or  cold;  the  febrile  or  hot  and  the  sweating  stage;  whether  inter- 
mittent, remittent  or  continued;  it  is  attended  with  bilious  vom- 
iting through  its  whole  course.  When  this  vomiting  does  not 
occur  it  forms  an  exception.  It  is  also  marked  by  periodicity, 
which  forms  a  striking  and  unmistakable  symptom  in  diagnosis. 
In  our  endemic  fever,  I  have  rarely  seen  vomiting  of  biliary 
matter  and  if  it  occurs  at  all,  it  is  in  the  latter  stage  of  the  fever 
when  the  liver  has  been  stimulated  to  action  by  chologogues.  Our 
endemic  fever  has  but  two  marked  stages,  the  cold  and  hot 
stages,  the  sweating  stage  is  wanting;  in  the  convalescing  stage 
night  sweats  are  common. 

As  regards  the  form  usually  called  typho-malarial,  which  is 
the  second  stage  of  the  same  fever,  the  symptoms  differ  more 
from  typhoid  fever,  than  the  first  stage  does  from  malarial  fever. 
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Typhoid  fever  is  universally  recognized  as  an  enteric  fever. 
Tenderness  over  the  bowels,  tympanites  and  diarrhoea  are  attend- 
ant symptoms.  Usually,  about  the  eighth  day,  sudinamia  are 
seen  on  the  breast;  on  the  12th  or  13th  day,  petechia  or  dark 
colored  spots  appear  on  back 'and  other  parts  of  the  body.  In 
the  Dakota  fever  these  symptoms  are  wanting.  1  have  watched 
carefully  for  rose  colored  spots,  sudinamia  and  petechia,  but  have 
not  seen  these  in  a  single  instance;  constipation  not  diarrhoea 
being  present  in  every  case.  The  mountain  fever  which  prevails 
at  an  altitude  of  6,000  feet  above  sea  level  and  is  in  all  respects 
similar  to  the  fever  of  the  plains,  where  it  is  impossible  that  mias- 
matic emanations  can  be  present.  The  water  as  it  trickles 
down  the  mountain  side,  probably  holds  in  solution  a  pabulum 
in  which  a  certain  class  of  microbes  germinate  and  in  the  water 
drank  enters  the  human  system.  A  similar  condition  exists  on  the 
plains.  The  well  from  which  the  water  for  domestic  purposes  is 
obtained,  when  not  obtained  from  shallow  lakes,  are  shallow  and 
are  supplied  from  near  the  surface,  and  consequently  are  a  good 
receptacle  for  the  production  of  micrococci,  and  as  these  wells 
seldom  freeze,  they  afford  a  happy  home  for  swarms  of  microbes. 
For  the  full  developement  of  malarial  fever,  the  temperature 
should  be  80  degrees  Fahrenheit  or  about  that  point.  This  fever 
then  becomes  common,  where  other  favoring  causes  exist  and 
continues  to  increase  in  frequency  and  severity  as  the  temperature 
rises.  This  fever  in  its  different  forms  is  arrested  by  cold  and 
frost.  Cases  of  intermittent  fever  may  occur  at  a  temperature 
as  low  as  60  degreej«  but  they  are  exceptions  to  a  general  rule. 
Our  endemic  fever  is  not  affected  by  frost,  but  continues 
through  the  winter,  even  in  locations  where  the  ground  is  cover- 
ed with  snow  and  frozen  to  a  great  depth.  This  fact  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  do  away  with  miasm  as  the  cause.  From  observa- 
tions, I  am  convinced  that  gaseous  emanations  are  not  factors  in 
producing  the  Dakota  fever.  It  is  more  commonly  prevalent  in 
the  cold  months,  when  the  two  prime  factors,  to- wit,  heat  and 
miosture  are  wanting  for  propagating  a  malarial  form  of  fever. 
What  then  can  be  the  probable  cause? 

There  are  certain  conditions  necessary  to  the  production  of 
miasm  to  help  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter  through 
the  agency  of  heat  and  moisture.  The  topography  of  the  country 
would  seem  to  contradict  this  condition.  Our  heated  term  is  of 
short  duration,  and  long  continued  heat  is  a  necessary  factor  in 
producing  intermittent,  remittent  or  continued  malarial  fever. 

From  my  own  observations, .which  in  malarial  fevers  has  been 
over  50  vears,  in  which  I  have  seen  all  its  various  aspects,  from 
simple  ague  to  the  pernicious  forms,   I  am  fully  convinced    that 
the  endemic  fever  of    Dakota  is  not    malarial,    but  is    a    disease 
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sui  generis  and  of  zymotic  origin.  Dr.  Moody  in  a  late  article 
says:  "One  thing  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  and  that 
is  the  great  and  increasing  importance  which  is  to  be  attached  to 
the  various  forms  of  bacterial  organisms,  both  as  cause  of  and  fac- 
tors in  the  origin  and  cause  of  a  large  and  increasing  list  of 
diseases.  It  is  an  indispensible  truth  that  the  lower  forms  of 
growth  are  associated  in  many  ways  with  the  human  subject  and 
the  weight  to  be  attached  to  their  presence  cannot  be  estimated. 

The  miscroscope  has  discovered  the  germ  of  several  diseases, 
to-wit:  The  germ  of  yellow  fever,  of  cholera,  of  mucus 
enteritis  and  several  others  in  there  entities.  One  germ  produc- 
ing yellow  fever,  another  producing  cholera,  each  producing 
its  own  and  peculiar  effect  on  the  human  system."  Hence  my 
conviction  that  our  fever  is  of  zymotic  origin.  In  another  im- 
portant matter  does  the  fever  of  this  country  differ  from  malar- 
ial. It  is  not  arrested  by  quinine  as  the  aguish  form  of  fever. 
It  rather  aggravates  the  Dakota  fever,  until  an  impression  has 
been  made  on  the  hepatic  secretions,  by  some  form  of  mercury, 
or  other  chologogue,  thus  producing  happy  results  as  a 
tonic  and  germacide. 

I  am  aware  that  I  am  treading  on  new  ground,  I  maybe  wrong 
in  my  ideas,  but  they  are  expressed  in  honesty  and  in  the  full 
belief  in  my  theory,  the  truth  of  which  I  believe  will  be  dem- 
onstrated by  the  microscopists  at  no  distant  day. 


TRANSACTIONS    OF    THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL 
SOCIETY,  FIFTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1886. 

The  society  met,  pursuant  to  call,  in  Turner  Hall,  at  Yankton, 
at  10  a.  m.,  May  20,  1886. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  G.  W. 
Moody,  of  Huron. 

An  adjournment  of  thirty  minutes  was  taken  to  allow  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  to  prepare  its  report,  after  which  the 
following  new  members  were  admitted: 

Drs.  R.  B.  Tracy,  of  Mitchell;  James  Roane,  Yankton;  Irving 
R.  Spooner,  De  Smet;  A.  Slaman,  Lennox;  L.  A.  Potter,  Al- 
toona;  F.  A.  Srjafford,  Flandreau;  J.  Cravens,  Yankton;  M. 
Ware,  Salem;  H.  S.  Sevev,  Mitchell;  R.  D.  Melvin,  Springfield; 
^V.  E.  Moore,  Tyndall. 

The  Rey.  D.  B.  Nichols,  D.  D.,  M.  D.,  of  Bon  Homme,  was 
elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society. 

Delegates  were  announced  and  received  as  follows:  From 
the  Central  Dakota  Medical  Society:  Drs.  Dickinson,  Potter, 
Spooner,  Hathaway,  Collier  and  Lane. 
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Committee  of  Arrangements,  Dr.  Van  Velsor,  Chairman,  re- 
ported, arranging  programme  for  the  work  of  the  session,  and 
extended  invitations  as  follows:  From  Prof.  Bartlert,  to  visit 
the  city  schools;  from  Dr.  Cravens,  Superintendent,  to  visit  the 
Insane  Asylum;  from  Rev.  Bishop  Marty,  to  visit  the  Indian 
school;  from  Rev.  Dr.  Ward,  to  visit  the  Yankton  College;  and 
from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Velsor,  to  attend  a  reception  at  their 
home  on  Friday  evening. 

Report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  invitations  accepted 
with  thanks. 

Committee  on  finance  was  appointed  as  follows:  Drs.  Mc- 
Glumphy, Pine,  Potter. 

Committee  on  medical  Legislation  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Drs.  Cummings,  Morgan,  Andros. 

Adjourned  to  7:30  p.  m. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Dr.  Van  Velsor,  who,  in  a  few  well  chosen  remarks  congratu- 
lated the  society  on  its  large  and  representative  attendance,  and 
the  success  thus  far  attending  the  meeting,  and  urged  the  im- 
portance of  earnest  and  united  action  in  the  work  yet  before  the 
society. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ward. 

Mayor  Harris  was  then  introduced,  and  in  a  happy  manner 
welcomed  the  members  of  the  profession  to  the  city. 

Gen.  Campbell  was  introduced  and  addressed  the  meeting. 

The  president,  D».  Moody,  then  delivered  his  annual  address, 
©n  the  subject:  Some  points  on  the  physiology  of  digestion, 
and  the  use  of  digestive  ferments. 

On  motion  the  same  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  committee 
on  publication. 

Resolutions  were  adopted:  By  Dr.  Morgan,  extending  thanks 
of  the  society  to  his  honor,  Mayor  Harris,  foi  his  address  of 
welcome. 

By  Dr.  McGlumphy,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  memorial 
and  resolutions  of  respect  on  the  death  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Clark,  of 
Canton,  to  report  at  next  annual  meeting. 

Committee  appointed:  Dr.  McGlumphy,  Dr.  Morgan,  Dr. 
Slaman. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  Friday  a.  m. 

SECOND    DAY'S    SESSION. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  president  at  10  o'clock, 
Friday  a.  m. 

Committee  on  credentials  reported,  and  the  following  were 
admitted  to  membership:  Dr.  Wra,  H.  Turkopp.  Yankton;  Dr. 
Van  Astrand,  Yankton. 
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On  invitation  Drs.  H.  V.  Van  Velsor  and  H.  S.  Aley,  of  Har- 
tington,  Neb.,  took  seats  as  visiting  members. 

Roll  call  found  twenty-five  members  present. 

Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Report  of  delegates  to  last  American  Medical  Association,  by 
Dr.  Van  Velsor,  was  full  of  interest  and  information. 

Resolution  by  Dr.  Pine,  adopted,  making  the  Dakota  Med- 
ical Brief  the  official  organ  of  the  society. 

Paper  read  by  Dr.  Pine,  on  spinal  irritation. 

Adjourned  to  1:30  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON. 

Called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.  by  the  president. 

Report  of  committee  on  medical  Legislation  was  received  and 
adopted. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  offered,  disqualifying 
any  applicant  for  membership  for  the  year  in  which  his  previous 
application  shall  have  been  rejected.  Report  of  finance  commit- 
tee was  received  and  adopted.  Paper  was  read  by  Dr. 
Andros  on  endemic  fevers  showing  the  prevailing 
fevers  of  Dakota  to  belong  to  a  class,  sui  generis. 
The  paper  elicited  considerable  discussion,  and  proved  of  great 
interest.  Dr.  Etter  presented  a  case  of  plastic  surgery,  showing 
the  results  of  care  and  skill  in  the  prevention  of  deformity. 
Paper  on  diphtheria,  by  Dr.  Ware,  produced  quite  a  discussion 
on  the  treatment  of  that  disease.  Dr.  Spafford  related  case  of 
wound  of  heart  during  attempted  suicide  by  stabbing,  patient 
living  eleven  or  twelve  days  after  receiving  the  wound,  post 
mortem  revealing  the  stab  penetrating  the  pericardium  and 
muscular  walls  of  the  heart  just  above  its  apex.  Dr.  Morgan 
read  paper  on  sclerosis  of  the  skin,  describing  case. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Dr.  Morgan,  of 
Sioux  Falls;  vice  president,  Dr.  Pine,  Aberdeen;  2d  vice  presi- 
dent, Dr.  Tracy,  Mitchell;  secretary,  Dr.  McNutt,  Aberdeen; 
assistant  secretary,  Dr.  Sevey,  Mitchell;  treasurer,  Dr.Etter,  Yank- 
ton; censors,  1  year,  Dr.  Andros,  Mitchell;  2  years,  Dr.  Moody, 
Huron;  3  years,  Dr.  Van  Velsor,  Yankton. 

Huron  was  chosen  as  the  place  for  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Committee  on  Legislation  was  instructed  to  represent  and 
protect  the  interests  of  the  profession  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature. 

Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  records  of  the  society  for 
publication  and  preservation. 

A  suitable  seal  was  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  society. 

After  the  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the  president,  the  mayor 
and  the  people  of  Yankton,  the  R.  R.  company's  furnishing  re- 
duced fares,  and  others,  the  appointment  of  committees,  chair- 
men of  sections,  delegates,  &c,  the  society  adjourned,  to  meet 
at  Huron,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  June,  1887. 
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DAKOTA    MEDICAL    SOCIETY    CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE    I. NAME. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

ARTICLE     II. OBJECTS. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be:  The  advancement  of  the  medical  and  col- 
lateral sciences,  and  to  assist  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  same;  the  elevation 
ol  professional  character;  the  protection  of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members 
and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community, 

ARTICLE  III. MEMBERSHIP. 

Sec.  1.  This  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates,  permanent  members  and  honorary 
members. 

Sec.  2.  Delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the  County  or  other 
local  societies  within  this  Territory,  and  any  county  or  other  local  Society,  whose 
constitution  embraces  the  objects  of  this  constitution  and  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  may,  upon  application,  become  auxilliary  to  this  So- 
ciety, and  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  for  every  five  members,  and  one  for  every 
additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that  number.  Such  delegates,  before  admis- 
sion to  a  seat  in  this  Society,  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation,  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  their  society,  and  may,  by  complying  with  the  require- 
ments of  Sec.  4,  Article  3,  become  permanent  members  of  this  Society. 

Sec.  3.  Delegates  from  other  States  and  foreign  Societies,  before  admission  to  a 
seat  in  this  Society,  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  duly  authenticated  by 
the  proper  officers  of  their  society. 

Sec.  4.  Permanent  members  shall  be  regular  practitioners  of  medicine  in  the 
Territory  of  Dakota,  shall  be  graduates  of  a  medical  college  in  good  standing;  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  local  society  where  they  reside,  where  such  Society  exists;  and 
their  election  as  permanent  members  shall  require  a  majority  vote  at  a  regular 
meeting,  their  eligibility  having  been  previously  reported  favorably  by  the  Board  of 
Censors. 

Every  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  sum  of  two  dollars  membership 
fee,  which  shall  be  returned  if  the  applicant  be  rejected. 

Permanent  members  alone  shall  transact  the  legislative  business  of  this  Society. 

Permanent  removal  from  the  Territory,  or  non-payment  of  dues  for  two  succeed- 
ing vears  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  membership. 

Sec.  5.  The  Society  may  elect  honorary  members  at  any  annual  meeting  by.  a 
vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present.  The  number  so  elected  shall  not  ex- 
ceed six  in  any  one  year. 

Sec.  6.  Honorary  members,  invited  guests  and  delegates,  as  such,  shall  have  the 
privileges  of  a  seat  at  the  meetings,  of  presenting  papers,  and  of  taking  part  in  the 
discussions,  but  shall  not  have  the  right  to  vote  on  any  question,  nor  be  eligible 
to  any  office. 

ARTICLE    IV. ADMISSION. 

Any  regular  physician,  by  applying  in  person  and  furnishing  to  the  Board  of 
Censors,  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  graduated  at  some  regular  authorized  med- 
ical college  in  good  standing,  together  with  the  written  recommendation  of  two 
members,  certifvingto  moral  and  professional  character,  and  the  payment  of  the  in- 
itiation fee,  may.  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors  and  a  vote  of 
the  society,  be  admitted  as  a  permanent  member. 

ARTICLE  V. MEETINGS    AND  QUORUM. 

Sec.  1.  The  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  annual,  on  the  third  Thursday  of 
either  Mav  or  June,  at  such  places  as  the  Society  may  apoint.  Special  meetings 
may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  President,  and  shall  be  so  called  by  him  on  the 
written  request  of  ten  members.  Due  notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  given  by  the 
secretary,  and,  in  case  of  a  special  meeting,  the  object  for  calling  such  meeting  shall 
be  distinctly  set  forth  in  the  notice. 

Sec.  3,  'Five  permanent  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 

ARTICLE    VI. OEFICERS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

Sec.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  president,  two  vice-presidents, 
secretary,  treasurer  and  board  of  censors,  who  shall  also  be  known  as  the  board  of 
trustees". 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually,  the  president  and  vice-prsidents 
by  ballot,  the  other  officers  as  the  Society  may  direct  at  each  meeting;  shall  enter 
upon  their  duties  at  the  close  of  each  meeting  at  which  they  are  elected,  and  shall 
serve  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

ARTICLE     VII. DUTIES    OF    OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1.    The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve  order  and  de- 
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corum  in  debate,  give  a  casting  vote  when  necessary,  appoint  committees  and  soci- 
ety delegates  not  otherwise  provided  lor,  have  power  to  till  vacancies  by  appointment 
and  shall,  during  the  session  subsequent  to  his  election,  deliver,  or,  if  absent,  iur- 
nish  to  be  read  before  the  Society,  an  address  on  some  suitable  subject.  In  case  of 
default  in  delivering  or  furnishing  such  address  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Soci- 
ety the  sum  of  Ten  Dollars. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  in  the  order  of  their  election,  shall  act  as  Presi- 
aent,  and,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  address,  perform  all  the  duties  of  that  ottice. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society;  keep 
a  record  of  its  proceedings;  conduct  its  business  correspondence;  notify  members  of 
committees  and  society  delegates  of  their  appointment;  serve  as  a  member  of  rlie 


committee  of  Publication  and  have  charge  of  the  manuscripts  and  printed  books  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  Society  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
Sec.  4.    The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  aid  the  Secretary  in  his  duties,  and  serve 


as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  Arrangements. 

Sec.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  annual  dues  and  receive  all  monevs  be- 
longing to  the  Society,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  on  vouchers  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  stating  the  amounts  and  for  what  purpose  paid.  He  shall  keep 
a  correct  account  of  all  debits  and  credits  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
furnish  an  annual  report,  or  ofterer  if  requested  by  the  Society,  stating  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury,  and  present  his  books  for  inspection  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  and  deliver  promptly  to  his  successor  all  property  in  his  charge  be- 
longing to  the  Society.  He  shall  furnish  a  bond  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Censors  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Censors,  also  known  as  the  Board  of  Trustees,  shall  con- 
sist of  three  members,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  three  years,  one  member  to  be 
elected  each  year:  Provided,  that  at  the  first  election  three  members  shall  be  elect- 
ed, one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  They  shall  receive 
and  act  upon  all  applications  for  membership;  shall  consider  and  report  to  the 
Society  for  final  action,  all  questions  of  Ethics,  and  all  cases  for  the  discipline  of 
members.  Thev  shall  be  the  business  committee  of  the  Society,  and  shall  have 
general  supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

ARTICLE  VIII. — FINANCES. 

This  Society  shall  have  power  to  obtain  funds  by  an  equal  assessment  of  its 
members,  by  voluntary  contributions,  the  sale  and  disposal  of  it  publications  and  of 
works  for  publication,  initiation  fees  and  annual  dues  as  provided  for  in  the  By-laws, 

ARTICLE  IX. COMMITTEES. 

The  Committees  of  this  Society  shall  be  standing  and  Special.  The  standing 
committees  shall  be :  Committee  of  Arrangements.  Committee  on  Finance,  Commit- 
tee on  Publication  and  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation.  They  shall  each  consist 
of  three  members,  and  shall,  unless  otherwise  specified,  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Society.  Special  committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  as  the  necessity  for  their  existence  arises. 

ARTICLE  X. STANDING   COMMITTEES  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

Sec.  1.  The  Committee  on  Arrangements  shall  be  composed  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  and,  if  practicable,  two  members  at  the  place  where  the  next  annual 
meeting  is  to  be  held.  It  shall  provide  suitable  rooms  and  accommodations  for  the 
meeting,  and  in  all  matters  not  otherwise  provided  for  superintend  and  protect  the 
general  interests  of  the  Society, 

Sec.  2.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  superintend  the  monetary  affairs  of  the 
Society,  inspect  and  audit  the  bills  and  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  levy  an  assess- 
ment by  a  pro  rata  tax  upon  the  permanent  members  when  necessary  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  devolve  upon  it. 

Sec.  3.  The  Committee  on  Publication  shall  consist  of  the  Secretary.  Treasurer 
and  President,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  matters  intended  for  the  press,  and 
superintend  their  publication. 

Sec.  4.    The  Committee  on  Legislation  shall  watch  the  course  of  State  Legisla- 
tion on  medical  subjects  and  take  charge  of  such  matters  as  shall  be  referred  to  it 
by  the  Society.    It  shall  also,  at  each  annual  meeting,  repoi  i  io  the  Society  any  laws 
relating  to  medical  matters  that  may  have  i.  <  n  passed  dining  the  year. 
ARTICLE  XI. ETHICS. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association  is  adopted  by  this 
Society  as  a  part  of  its  regulations. 

ARTICLE  XII.— AMENDMENTS. 

Sec.  l.  This  Society  shall  have  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  its  constitution,  and 
to  make  and  amend  its  own  By-laws. 

Sec.  2.  No  amendment  shall  be  made  to  this  Constitution  except  at  an  annual 
meeting  and  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been  submitted  in  writing  at  the 
preceding  regular  meeting  of  this  Society.  For  such  action  eight  members  sh.ill 
constitute  a  quorum  and  an  affirmative  vote  of  not  less  than  live  shall  be  necessary 
for  its  adoption. 
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Many  valuable  communications  have  been  crowded  out  of 
this  issue  by  the  transactions  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society,  and 
will  appear  in  the  next  number  of  this  journal. 


Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  profession  of  the 
United  States,  than  the  election  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Ninth  International  Congress,  made  vacant  by  the 
decease  of  Austin  Flint,  Sr. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society  the 
Brief  was  made  the  official  organ  of  the  Society,  and  the  sub- 
scription list  very  materially  lengthened,  for  which  we  extend 
our  thanks  to  the  officers  and  members. 


The  Dakota  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  which  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  while  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Dakota 
Medical  Society  in  Yankton,  on  the  20th  ult.,  is  an  institution  of 
which  the  people  of  Dakota  may  well  be  proud,  and  we  hope  in 
our  next  issue  to  be  able  to  mention  it  more  fullv. 
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The  meeting  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society,  which  convened 
at  Yankton,  on  the  20th  of  May,  was  a  success  in  every  re- 
spect. It  was  quite  fully  represented  by  the  representative  men 
of  the  profession.  The  only  drawback  was  the  non  attendance 
of  members.  Sioux  Falls,  with  its  dozen  physicians,  was  only 
represented  by  one  member,  Dr.  Morgan,  the  old  war  horse  of 
the  profession.  We  think  that  physicians  could  arrange  to 
spare  the  time  necessary  to  attend  the  yearly  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  would  lose  nothing  by  their  absence  from  home 
duties, — more  particularly  should  the  heads  of  sections  put  in  an 
appearance,  as  on  these  in  a  great  measure,  hang  the  success  of 
our  undertaking.  The  members  of  the  Association  met  a  most 
cordial  reception  from  not  only  the  Yankton  profession,  but 
from  the  citizens.  The  reception  at  Dr.  Van  Velsor's  gave  new 
impulse  to  the  heart's  feelings,  and  made  us  for  the  time  believe 
we  "were  a  boy  again."  Yankton  is  old  in  years,  (for  Dakota) 
but  she  is  young  and  fresh  in  all  that  goes  to  make  life  happy. 
Particulurly  did  her  ladies  add  to  the  pleasures  of  the  hour,  and 
all   who    were   there  present    will  mark  the  day  with  "a  white 


Dakota  South  Central  Medical  Society. — Pursuant  to 
adjournment,  society  met  at  the  office  of  Tracy  and  Halverson, 
Mitchells  at  1:30  p.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  president, 
officers  and  members  present,  Drs.  Andros,  Dott,  Halverson, 
Tracy,  Sevey,  and  Tatman.  On  motion  Drs.  Ogden  and  Kirk- 
patrick  were  received  as  members.  Committee  on  constitution 
and  by-laws,  presented  constitution  whicn  was  adopted  by  sec- 
tions. Upon  motion  by  Dr.  Ogden,  constitution  was  adopted  as 
a  whole.  On  motion  by  Dr.  Sevey,  society  proceded  to  election 
of  censors  by  ballot.  Dr.  Conlin  was  elected  for  a  term  of  six 
months;  Dr.  Ogden  for  twelve  months  and  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  for 
eighteen  months.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Sevey.  committee  on  ar- 
rangements was  appointed  as  followes:  Halverson,  Tracy  and 
Sevey.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  society  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Mitchell,  at  1:30  p.  m.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August, 
1886.  S.  L.  Halverson,  Sec. 


At  the  reo-ular  annual  meeting  of  the  Minnehaha  County 
Medical  Society,  held  at  Sioux  Falls,  Dakota,  May  3d,  1886,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President, 
Dr.  J.  B.  LeBlond;  vice-president,  Dr.  W.  A.  Germain;  secre- 
tary, Dr.  S.  A.  Brown;  treasurer,  Dr.  T.  S.  Roberts;  correspond- 
ing- secretary,  Dr.  C.  A.  Gray;  trustees,  Drs.  J.  C  Morgan,  O. 
O.'Sawyer  and  S.  Olney.  S.  A.  Brown,  Sec. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Balsam  of  fir  is  said  to  completely  disguise  the  smell  of  iodo- 
form. 

Prof.  Bartholow  considers  oleum  amygdalae  amarae  the 
most  eligible  way  to  give  hydrocyanic  acid. 

Dr.  Dudley  S.  Keyxolds.  of  Louisville,  K  mtucky,  will  he- 
gin  the  publication  about  the  15th  of  June,  of  a  monthly  medical 
journal  in  the  interests  of  students,  to  be  styled  Progress. 

Dr.  J.  Solis  Cohen  says  the  two  great  principles  in  the  treat- 
ment of  naso-pharyngeal  catarrh  are  to  keep  the  parts  clean  so 
as  to  let  them  have  a  chance  to  get  well  of  themselves,  and  to 
take  care  of  the  general  health. 

A  case  is  reported  in  the  London  Lancet  of  a  man  who  re- 
ceived a  current  of  electricity  from  an  electric  light,  sufficiently 
strong  to  char  the  integument  of  the  sole  of  the  foot,  who  re- 
covered without  sustaining  any  internal  injury. 

Lady. — "I'm  afraid,  Hanna,  that  this  new  carpet  will  get  per- 
fectlv  ruined  if  we  don't  do  something  to  preserve  it."  Servant. 
— "Yes,  ma'am,  that's  true,  and  I  think  if  you  was  to  put  a  drug- 
gist (druirget)  under  the  table  it  would  be  as  nice  as  anything." 
— Harpers  Bazaar. 

The  first  number  of  a  large  double-column  sixteen  page  jour- 
nal, entitled  the  New  York  Medical  monthly,  has  come  to  hand. 
J.  Leonard  Corning,  M.  D.,  is  its  editor,  and  there  is  a  goodly 
list  of  contributors.  It  has  not  been  published  "to  meet  a  long 
felt  want,"  but  proposes  to  create  such  a  want  by  original 
methods  and  good  work.  The  price  is  one  dollar  per  annum. 
—  Medical  Times. 


In  Watch  is  reported  a  case  where  a  man's  penis  suddenly 
retracted  until  it  disappeared  under  the  pubic  arch,  leaving  a 
depression  something  like  the  umbilicus.  When  seen  by  a  phy- 
sician the  man  had  tied  a  string  to  the  penis,  fastening  the  other 
end  around  the  thigh.  After  a  few  days  the  organ  ceased  re- 
tracting, the  only  treatment  pursued  being  the  administration  of 
small  doses  of  bromide  of  potash. — N.  W.  Lancet. 
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In  Italy  female  physicians  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  officially 
recognized  by  the  government. 

In  view  of  the  great  uncertainties  existing  in  our  food  and 
drink,  this  is  the  modern  of  it:  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultera- 
tion. 

Dr.  Frank  Bosworth  says  that  he  has  had  great  success  with 
a  two  per  cent,  solution  of  muriate  or  cocaine  in  hay  fever.  He 
thinks  that  catarrh  can  be  caused  by  dry  air. — Med.  World. 

A  case  is  reported  of  a  lady  recently  married  who  had  so 
munh  tenderness  of  the  vulva  that  coitus  was  impossible.  A  two 
per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  applied  to  the  parts  was  perfectly 
successful. 

The  Medical  World  recommends  one  grain  of  powdered  digi- 
talis taken  internally  as  affording  prompt  relief  in  toothache  and 
neuralgia.  The  tincture  of  other  preparations  do  not  appear  to 
answer  the  purpose  nearly  so  well. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Dakota  Dental  Socie- 
ty, will  be  held  at  Mitchell,  Dakota,  in  the  parlors  of  the  x\lex. 
Mitchell  hotel,  commencing  Saturday,  June  19,  1886,  at  7  o'clock 
p.  m.,  continuing  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

It  is  said  that  satan,  while  on  a  recent  visit  to  this  world  for  a 
cargo  of  sulphur,  was  shown  a  sample  of  iodoform.  He  imme- 
diately countermanded  the  sulphur  order  and  substituted  iodo- 
form, saying,  "not  in  all  my  realms  below,  does  any  perfume 
please  my  senses  so." 

The  board  of  Dental  Examiners  for  the  Territory  of  Dakota 
will  meet  Monday,  June  21st,  188(3,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  which 
time  candidates  for  examinalion  must  present  themselves.  By 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March,  1885,  all  practicing 
dentists  must  register,  and  those  now  in  practice  in  the  Territory 
must  pass  an  examination  before  the  board. 

"It  has  been  rny  fortune  (?)  to  see  a  young  and  lovely  virgin 
brought  to  one  of  these  speculomaniacs,  seized  and  placed  upon 
the  genagcological  'altar,'  her  clothes  pulled  up,  hymen  ruptured, 
speculum  introduced,  and  probe  pointed  at  the  cervix,  before  the 
astonished  maiden  could  explain  that  she  sought  the  services  or' 
his  'majesty'  the  gynaecologist  for  an  epilepsy  caused  by  an  in- 
jury to  the  head." — Med.  Index. 
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The  red  onion  acts  as  a  narcotic  in  insomnia  and  neuralgia. — 
Medical  Brief. 

Bromine  applied  locally  in  weak  solution  is  almost  a  specific 
for  erysipelas. 

The  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society  held  its  annual  ses- 
sion in  Madison  on  June  1  and  2. 

Dr.  Greensbury  Ridgley  Henry,  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
died  on  May  14,  of  disease  of  heart  and  lungs. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of  impure  ice  has  been  reported 
by  the  committee  on  Public  Health  m  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives. — Jour,  of  Am.  Med.  Ass'n. 

Dr.  Saundby  says  that  the  styptic  taste  of  tincture  of  per- 
chloride  of  iron  may  be  disguised  by  administering  it  in  sweet- 
ened milk.  This  mixture  has  the  further  advantage  of  not 
affecting  the  teeth. 

Carson's  Paint. — 

R    Croton  oil :ij 

Ether 3iv 

Comp.  tinct.  iodine i\ 

Apply  with  camel's  hair  brush  to  produce  mild  pustular  erup- 
tion.— Medical  Brief. 

Hypodermic  Solution  of  Caffeine. — 

Caffeine  37  grains, 

Sodium  Benzoate  45       " 

Distilled  Water 10  c.  c. 

Mix  the  benzoate  and  the  caffeine  in  a  mortar,  add   the   water 

and  filter. — Am.  Jour,  of  Phar. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical 
Society,  held  18th  ult.,  resolutions  were  adopted  disapproving 
of  the  action  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  in  refusing  administration  to  delegates  from  the 
Society.  The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  137  to 
24.— The  Polyclinic. 

For  hemorrhoids  or  constipation  Dr.  A.  L.  Rhea  recommends 
the  following: 

R    Ext.  Physostigmatis 
Belladonna? 

Nucus  Vomica?  aa    pr.  ss. 

Aloin gr.  % 

M.  It,  pil.  No.  j 

Give  one  pill  at  bedtime  for  a  week,  then  each  alternate  night, 
then  every  third  night  and  so  on  as  the  case  may  require. 
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Dr.  C.  J.  Spratt,  the  Ophthalmologist,  is  located  permantly 
at  27,  south  4th  street,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Freckles. — Powdered  nitre  moistened  with  water,  applied  to 
the  face  night  and  morning,  will  soon  remove  all  traces  of  freck- 
les.—Medical  Brief. 

The  Climax  of  error  arising  from  mispronunciation  of  med- 
ical terms  has  been  reached  by  a  physician  who  reports  that  he 
had  injected  a  pint  of  gruel  per  annum. 

Dr.  Edward  F.  Wells,  formerly  of  Minster,  Ohio,  lias  ac- 
cepted the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacology  and  Chemical 
Medicine  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chicago. 

The  Medical  World  thinks  that  the  internal  administration 
of  phosphonzed  cod-liver  oil  is  a  much  surer  method  of  restoring 
the  color  of  prematurely  gray  hair,  than  the  application  of  any 
of  the  so-called  hair-restorers. — Northwestern  Lancet. 

Dr.  Cotter  says,  in  Ind.  Med.  Gazette,  that  he  has  had  great 
satisfaction  with  the  use  of  glycerine  painted  over  the  tongue 
in  fevers.  It  keeps  the  tongue  moist  and  removes  the  sensation 
of  great  thirst  and  discomfort  caused  by  a  dry  and  foul  tongue. 
— Medical  Brief. 

William  Owen  Baldwin,  M.  D.,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  died 
at  his  residence  in  that  city,  on  Sunday,  May  80.  1886.  He  was 
born  in  Montgomery  county,  in  August,  1818.  and  was  the 
nephew  of  U.  S.  Senator  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  formerly  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Alabama. 


The  Chicago  Policlinic  which  has  been  fully  organized,  will 
beo-in  its  course  of  instruction  on  July  6.  The  systematic  and 
regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  held  in  the  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  building  at  the  corner  of  Chicago  and  La  Salle  Av- 
enues. The  course  will  be  of  six  week's  duration.  Dr.  Win.  T. 
Belfield,  612  Opera  House  Block,  is  the  Secretary. 

Bichloride  oe  Mercury  in  Phthisis.- -Dr.  Kolloch    reports, 

in  Medical  News,  that  the  following    prescription  in  thirty-three 

cases   of  pulmonary  phthisis  invariably,  in   any  stage,  produced 

marked  improvement: 

3.    Hvdrarg.  Bichlor 1  grain. 

Ammonium  Chlor 2%  drachms. 

Alcohol -'  ounces. 

Glycerin  and  Water,  ad 4  ounces. 
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Dr.  T.  Addis  Emmet  reported  a  case  of  persistent  menstrua- 
tion in  a  lady  of  seventy  years  of  age. 

Many  Kansas  druggists  place  handbills  along  the  walls  of 
their  respective  stores,  declaring  their  willingness  to  partake  ot 
a  dose  of  every  bottle  of  medicine  put  up  by  them.  When  it  is 
considered  that  the  chief  medicine  sold  in  Kansas  is  whisky,  the 
above  offer  loses  much  of  its  heroic  aspect. 

Mr.  Knowlsley  Thornton  reported  to  the  Obstetrical  So- 
ciety of  London  a  case  of  removal  of  both  ovaries  during  the 
third  month  of  pregnancy.  The  woman  went  on  to  the  eighth 
month,  when  she  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child  which  she 
found  no  trouble  in  nursing. — N.W.  Lancet. 

A  Method  of  Relieving  a  Cold. — Pour  about  a  half  pint  of 
boiling  hot  water  over  about  a  drachm  of  pulverized  camphor,  and 
inhale  the  vapors  arising  therefrom,  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes. 
Great  relief  is  at  once  experienced,  and  after  two  or  three  repe- 
titions the  discomfort  is  said  to  disappear  entirely.— Medical 
Brief. 

Spring  Fever. — -According  to  the  Therapeutic  Gazette  what 
is  called  spring-fever  would  be  more  properly  named  winter-tire, 
as  it  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  increased  expenditure  of  physical 
energy  in  keeping  our  bodies  warm  through  the  activity  of  the 
heat-producing  functions,  and  also  to  mental  exhaustion  at  the 
end  of  the  season  when  brain-workers  are  most  busily  employed. 

Kraatsch  points  out  a  sign  of  "'German  measles"  which  is 
almost  pathognomonic  according  to  his  experience,  having  been 
present  in  every  case  he  met  with  in  one  epidemic.  This  is  an 
enlargement  of  the  cervical  lymphatic  glands,  particularly  those 
over  the  mastoid  process.  In  most  cases  there  is  also  an  enlarg- 
ment  of  the  glands  of  the  axilla  and  groin.  This  glandular  en- 
largement has  never  been  observed  by  Kraatsch  in  cases  of  com- 
mon measles. — Lancet. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  removal  of  a  brass  ring  from  the  penis  of  a  boy, 
after  amputation  had  been  advised  by  an  eminent  surgeon  as 
the  only  remedy,  by  immersing  the  member  in  a  bowl  of  metallic 
mercury.  In  a  few  minutes  the  ring  which  had  been  so  embed- 
ded in  the  tissue  as  to  become  invisible,  crumbled  out  in  pieces 
of  amalgamated  brass  from  the  sadly  disfigured  organ.  The  hint- 
is  an  exceedingly  valuable  one. — Northwestern  Lancet. 


LINCK'S 

CHEMICALLY    PURE 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  not 
he  confounded  with  any  of  the  so-called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  solid  substances.  Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  ail  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
which  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  ob- 
tained by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup. 
It  is  manufactured  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision  and  is  far 
superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  of  testimonials  from 
the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,  Germany  and  France.  Write  to  us 
for  tbem. 

ASOHENBAOH  &  MILLER. 

Conner  Thi^d  ind  Callowhill  Streets,  Philadeiphfti,  Pa. 


Torrified  Wheat  Food. 

A  Scrupulously  pure  Farnaceous  Food  for  children  and  invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever.  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it  more 
easily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  everyway  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in  form- 
ing bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been  carefully 
preserved,  but  the  iusoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been  removed. 
Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the  phosphates  of  Cafl- 
cium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen  aud  Starch,  all  of  these 
being  important  in  nutrition.        pREpAKIED  fiY 

ASCHENBACH    8c    Js&TUUElTZ,, 

400  Xorth  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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OVARIOTOMY. 

By  s.  L.  Kistier,  M.  D.,  Chamberlain,  Dakota. 

hi  the  early  part  of  last  year  I  was  called  to  prescribe  for  a 
patient  with  Ovarian  trouble  of  some  eight  or  ten  years  standing. 
During  the  summer,  I  made  an  examination  and  by  exclusion, 
located  a  iibro-cystic  tumor  in  the  left  ovary,  of  about  the  size 
of  a  man's  fist,  rather  hard,  though  fluctuation  could  be  detected 
quite  readily.  Much  pain  and  soreness  attended  the  enlarge- 
ment at  times.  Later  on,  I  was  emplored  to  do  something  to 
relieve  the  suffering,  and  suggested  the  knife,  also  injection. 
The  former  being  refused,  T  tapped  it  and  removed  a  quantity 
of  serous  fluid,  and  injected  into  it  one  half  ounce  tar.  iod.  co., 
kept  patient  in  bed  and  under  the  influence  of  opium  for  some 
two  or  three  weeks.  For  a  time  the  tumor  seemed  to  grow 
smaller,  patient  was  easier  and  all  looked  favorable  for  a  season  of 
rest  from  it.  But  the  fact  of  having  it,  so  worried  the  patient 
that  she  repeatedly  expressed  a  preference  to  death,  than  to  it. 
On  June  10th,  this  year,  assisted  by  Dr.  Cone,  of  Kimball,  and 
Drs.  Duncan  and  Cook,  of  this  place,  I  proceeded  to  an  opera- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  which  at  the  above  time  had 
become  as  large  as  a  child's  head,  and  adherent  to  the  womb  and 
lower  portion  of  the  pelvis,  so  much  so,  that  indeed  it  could  not 
be  moved  at  th«  bottom  but  very  little,  and  but  for  the  fact  of 
my  former  examination,  would  have  at  once  been  compelled    to 
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see  in  it  a  fibrocystic  of  the  uterus.  An  explorative  incision 
was  made  and  the  diagnosis  now  necessarily  clouded  on  account 
of  evident  conditions,  it  was  found  firmly  adherent  in  its  lower 
half  to  both  the  womb  and  pelvis;  adhesions  were  broken 
down,  the  pedicle  ligated  and  cauterized  for  safety  and  the  womb 
closed  after  the  insertion  of  drainage .  tubes;  all  being  done 
under  antiseptic  precautions.  Operation  occupied  about  two 
hours;  contents  of  sac  were  purulent.  She  did  well  for  five  days 
and  seemed  in  a  fair  way  to  recovery,  having  at  no  time  a  high- 
er temperature  than  101  degrees,  till  the  end  of  the  5th  day 
when  septicreclphmia  set  in  and  she  succumbed  in  less  than  24 
hours.  The  wound  had  united  by  first  intention  and  no  peritoni- 
tis had  been  observed.  Examination  of  tumor  showed  walls  of 
same  to  be  in  a  degenerated  condition,  being  almost  in  a  state 
of  suppuration  at  the  point  of  pelvic  adhesion  lowest  down,  and 
to  this  condition  being  present,  is  attributed  the  unfortunate  re- 
sult. The  miscrocope  confirmed  the  supposition  that  suppura- 
tion was  going  on  in  the  walls  of  the  sac. 


A  TALK  ON  ETHICS. 

Mt.  Vernon,  D.  T.,  July,  1886. 
Editors  Dakota  Medical  Brief. 

Availing  myself  of  your  kind  permission,  I  say  to  your 
readers,  that  having  been  out  of  actual  practice  of  medicine 
for  five  years,  the  question  most  frequently  in  my  mind  concern- 
ing the  profession,  is  one  of  ethics. 

The  noole  science  is  so  advanced,  and  so  rapidly  advancing 
through  the  quick  intelligence  of  the  present  generation,  start- 
ing from  the  footprints  of  the  last  good  one  going  before,  that 
one  should  be  a  constant  reader  and  practitioner  to  be  entitled 
to  credence  upon  questions  of  actual  practice. 

The  questions  of  confraternity  and  professional  courtesy  as 
they  affect  the  public,  are  especially  open  to  one  knowing  the 
affect  of  these  graces  by  experience. 

How  much  better  for  a  very  sick  person  to  hav«  the  skillful 
labor  of  two  or  more  minds  rather  than  one,  without  the  dis- 
turbing influence  of  jealousy,  envy  or  malice  feelings,  alas! 
too  common  among  doctors. 

There  is  something  startling  and  weird  about  this  peculi- 
arity of  the  physician's  calling. 

Men  with  minds  as  fine  as  silk,  and  hearts  big  enough,  com- 
ing together  for  the  good  of  a  suffering  mortal,  leaving  the 
study  with  a  proud  consciousness  of  the  nobility  of  their  errand, 
will  find  themselves  soon  disputing  a  point  upon  which  neither 
is  quite  clear,  and  losing  the  only  chance  of  getting   clear  from 
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want  of  that  indulgence  and  courtesy  men  so  easily  force  them- 
selves to  in  business  transactions  of  a  monied  character.  Assum- 
ing that  doctors  are  naturally  and  by  education  above  this  sort 
of  conduct,  there  is  at  least  one  influence  to  produce  it,  unless 
thev  be  doubly  fortified. 

No  practitioner  can  have  escaped  the  exasperating  and  humili- 
ating sense  that  is  aroused  by  the  varying  credulity  and  dis- 
trust alternating  in  the  minds  of  the  patient's  friends  and 
sponsors,  as  chance  anticipates  the  prescience  and  skill  of  the 
doctors,  and  really  herein  lies  the  disturbance  that  so  often 
knocks  the  man  loaded  with  poisons  clear  over  the  rope,  and 
when  he  comes  up  smiling  for  the  second  round,  should  he  meet 
an  addition  to  the  enemy  in  the  shape  of  a  pretended  brother, 
laughing  at  his  discomfiture  and  glad  to  see  him  thus  done  up, 
he  feels  too  keenly  the  need  of  a  helper  where  one  should  be, 
and  all  for  suffering  humanity,  humanity  itself,  half  cheated  of 
this  boon  by  its  strange  inconsistency.  Yet  it  is  true  that  doc- 
tors are  not  as  a  rule  above  this  pugnacious  feeling  by  nature 
and  education. 

What  physician  ever  exclaimed  earnestly  upon  the  intelli- 
gence and  skill  of  a  professional  brother,  without  the  feeling 
that  he  had  done  the  most  forbearing  and  saintly  act  possible 
to  man? 

Since  going  out  of  actual  practice,  I  can  see  excellence  of 
mind  and  heart  in  the  ordinary  doctor,  and  I  like  them  better 
than  any  lot  of  men,  and  it  seems  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world 
to  speak  well  of  them,  except  it  be  in  the  case  of  one,  coming 
from  so  far  up  the  creek  that  duty  forbids. 

I  therefore  conclude  that  from  the  unsettled  exactness  of  the 
medical  science,  and  the  want  of  appreciation  by  the  public  of 
the  learning  and  skill  necessary  to  apply  experimental  knowl- 
edge, it  is  next  to  impossible  for  the  doctor  to  command  the 
absolute  confidence  of  the  patient,  hence  the  temptation  to 
coquette  with  the  whimsical  ideas  of  those  surrounding  the  bed- 
side, and  to  larrup  another  doctor  because  these  people  for 
these  reasons  are  willing  to  have  anything  done  "just  for  a 
change." 

It  seems  strange  that  a  physician  should  lend  himself  to  such 
a  method  of  humiliating  a  professional  brother,  and  nothing  to 
gain  for  self  or  patient.  How  much  better  if  the  fraternity  so 
called,  was  such,  in  spirit  and  in  fact,  and  the  gist  of  medical 
ethics  thus  maintained. 

The  stricter  surveillance  now  being  applied  to  persons 
claiming  to  be  learned  in  medicine,  is  tending  to  separation  of 
the  grades  from  the  thoroughbreds,  and  by  the  success  of  medi- 
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cal  associations  and  medical  journals,  we  will   have   better  man- 
ners by  and  by,  and  lots  of  comfort  all  around. 


J.  0.  Tatman,  M.  D. 


TIN    POISONING    FROM    CANNED    TOMATOES. 

On  the  6th  of  May  last,  Mr.  T.  purchased  a  can  ot  tomatoes, 
which  the  family  ate  for  dinner.  The  family  consisted  of  hus- 
band, wife  and  three  children.  The  husband  ate  his  tomatoes 
raw,  the  remainder  of  family  using  them  cooked.  The  eldest 
girl,  14  years  of  age,  ate  sparingh.  The  wife,  little  girl  and 
boy,  ate  heartily.  About  half  an  hour  after  dinner,  the  wife 
felt  pain  in  the  stomach  and  bowels, — the  bowels  moved  freely, 
and  she  vomited  a  large  amount  of  a  greenish  fluid;  soon  t he 
younger  children  were  attacked  in  the  same  manner;  vomiting, 
diarrhasa  with  pain  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  The  eldest  girl 
who  ate  sparingly  of  the  tomatoes  was  exempt  from  any  trouble. 
The  husband  began  to  feel  pain,  two  or  three  hours  latei.  He 
did  not  vomit,  but  had  a  diarrhoea  badly.  Medical  aid  was 
sought  and  they  were  treated  with  milk  and  thealbuman  of  eggs, 
followed  bv  full  doses  of  comp.  t.  opii.  They  were  easy 
by  bedtime  and  slept  fairly  well.  They  all  complained  of  sore- 
ness over  stomach  and  bowels,  which  with  the  diarrhoea  contin- 
ued for  two  or  three  days.  They  are  all  now  well,  except  the 
husband,  who  still  complains  of  pain  in  stomach  and  diarrhoea. 
There  was  no  difference  in  the  appearance  of  can  from  others 
served  before.  No  other  cause  could  be  found  for  their  sick- 
ness. 

Woonsocket,  D.  T.,  July  10,  1886. 

Henry  Ogden,  M.  D. 

[The  above  was  without  doubt  poisoning  by  a  salt  of  tin. 
The  symptoms  of  which  are:  A  metalic  taste  in  the  mouth, 
constriction  of  the  throat,  violent  vomiting-,  colic  and  purtrino-. 
Which  latter  symptoms  would  produce  the  idea  of  lead  poison. 
Remedies  are  to  favor  the  emesis  by  warm  water  or  some  de- 
mulcent drink;  carb.  soda,  or  potass  carb.,  mao-nesia,  milk, 
albuman — white  of  eggs  freely  administered — and  opiates.]  Ed. 


The  urine  from  females  may  frequently  be  distinguished  from 
the  urine  of  males  by  the  presence  of  vaginal  tesselated  epithe- 
lium, which  may  be  found  under  the  microscope. 
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A  CASE  OF  RUPTURED  BLADDER. 

Editors  Dakota  Medical  Brief. 

A  young  man  on  the  morning  of  June  18,  1886,  at  an  early 
hour,  was  called  from  his  bed  and  directed  by  his  father  to  take 
a  horse  standing  at  the  door  and  bring  home  some  cattle  that 
were  moving  off.  He  mounted  the  horse  and  started  on  a  run 
to  head  off  the  cattle.  The  horse  stepped  in  a  hole  on  the 
prairie  and  fell,  throwing  the  young  man  over  his  head,  the  horse 
turning  a  complete  somersault,  striking  the  boy  over  the  blad- 
der with  his  hip  bone. 

I  was  called,  found  the  patient  suffering  the  most  excrutiat- 
ing  pain  over  the  region  of  bladder,  and  a  constant  desire  to 
micturate,  blood  oozing  from  tusthea  and  unable  to  pass  urine, 
countenance  pale  and  expressive  of  great  suffering;  on  inquir- 
ing, was  informed  that  the  boy  had  not  micturatedin  the  morning 
before  the  accident. 

Attempted  to  introduce  catheter,  but  failed.  Called  in  con- 
sultation, Dr.  Ogden  of  Woonsocket.  Again  under  an  anae- 
thetic,  attempted  to  introduce  a  catheter,  but  again  failed. 
Diagnosed  a  ruptured  bladder.  Gave  opiates  to  relieve  pain. 
Patient  died  on  the  23d.  The  tissues  from  below  the  hips  to 
the  ensiform  cartilage  were  infiltrated  with  urine. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  case  is,  that  there  were  no  symptoms 
of  uremic  poisoning,  patient  dying  with  mind  clear  and  unim- 
pared.  I  will  add  that  intense  thirst  was  experienced  during 
the  whole  time  after  accident,  and  for  the  first  day  belly  was 
flat, — bladder  could  not  be  felt. 

T.  N.  KirkPxVTeick,  M.  D.,  Letcher,  Dakota. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  G.  W. 
Moody,  of  Huron:  UI  met  with  something  the  other  day  that  I 
fancy  is  of  rather  rare  occurrence.  1  attended  a  miscarriage  at 
the  third  month,  in  which  the  breasts  became  severely  caked  and 
hardened,  almost  as  badly  as  they  sometimes  are  at  full  term. 
Never  knew  that  variety  of  trouble  could  occur  at  so  early  a 
period.     With  kindest  regards,  G.  W.   Moody. 


THE    DIETETIC    VALUE    OF    WATER. 

By  Geo.  B.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  N,  Y. ;   Prof,  of  clinical   chemistry,  N.  Y.  polvelinic; 
Tisiting  physician  to  the  N.  Y.  infant  asylum;  the  Randall's  Island  hospitals,  etc. 

Water  is  the  essential  element  for  the  manifestation  of  physi- 
ological phenomena.  Hoppe-Seyler  very  aptly  says  that  all  or- 
ganisms are  surrounded  by  running  water. 

I  venture  the  statement  that  the  cause  of  one-fourth  the  cases 
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of  disordered  digestion  in  fashionable  life  is  a  lack  of  sufficient 
water  in  the  dietary.  It  has  become  customary  with  men  to 
substitute  at  their  meals  wines  and  liquors,  and  women,  if  they 
do  not  indulge  in  these,  draw  the  line  at  a  few  sips  of  ice  water, 
fearing,  as  they  say,  that  water  freely  indulged  in  will  produce 
obesity,  or,  by  diluting  the  digestive  fluids,  induce  dyspepsia. 
I  am  aware  that  such  doctrines  have  been  promulgated  by  high 
authorities,  but  am  nevertheless  firmly  convinced  that  they  are 
pernicious  fallacies.  It  only  needs  a  little  common  sense  and 
observation  to  controvert  them. 

Who  of  us  has  not  met  with  a  case  like  this*  A  lady  of 
thirty-five  years,  wealthy  and  worldly.  When  young,  and  a 
resident  of  the  country,  noted  for  her  beauty  of  form  and  face. 
Now  after  ten  years  of  city  life,  is  wan  and  yellow.  Her  in- 
tegument  and  muscles  are  shrunken  and  pasty;  her  eyes  deep 
set  and  surrounded  by  dark  rings  of  wrinkled  skin.  The  promi- 
nent abdomen  is  the  only  relic  of  her  former  rotundity,  now 
due,  however,  to  flatulency  and  impacted  faces. 

You  question  her,  and  she  relates  a  doleful  story  of  weariness, 
anorexia,  constipation,  "nervousness,"  headaches  and  backaches, 
irregular  and  scanty  menstruation,  scalding  urine,  piles,  flatu- 
lence, heartburn,  palpitation,  etc.,  etc.  She  informs  you  still 
further  that  she  never  drinks  water,  having  been  instructed  to 
that  effect  by  her  former  physician;  that  she  voids  a  couple 
ounces  of  high  colored  urine  about  three  times  a  day,  and  gets 
rid  of  a  few  masses  of  hardened  feces,  after  an  enema,  twice  a 
week. 

Now  I  regard  such  an  organism  as  this  as  surrounded  not  by 
running  water,  but  by  inspissated  mucus.  Of  course  various 
causes  have  biought  about  this  mummyfied  wreck,  chief  among 
them  indigestion  from  lack  of  water.  These  are  just  the  cases 
which  respond  so  satisfactorily  to  the  hot  water  treatment,  or  to 
a  sojourn  at  a  mineral  spring.  In  either  case  the  needful  is  sup- 
plied, and  by  proper  guidance  in  other  matters  health  is  soon 
restored. 

It  may  safely  be  said  that  water  is  the  most  important  of  all 
substances  supplied  as  food.  Animals  and  men  survive  upon  it 
longer  than  upon  any  other  single  alimentary  principle. 

The  importance  of  a  full  supply  of  this  material  is  easilv  un- 
derstood  when  we  glance  at  the  role  it  plays  in  the  economy. 
In  the  first  place,  water  constitutes  70  per  cent,  of  the  body 
weight,  distributed  as  follows: 
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Teeth 10 

Bones 13 

Cartilage 55 

Muscles 75 

Ligaments 76 

Brain 7y 

Blood 80 

Synovial  fluid 81 


Bile 88 

Milk 89 

Pancreatic  juice  90 

Urine 94 

Lymph 96 

Gastric  juice 97 

Perspiration 98 

Salva 99 


Water  gives  mobility  to  the  fluids,  dissolves  and  carries  in  so- 
lution the  various  substances  intended  for  nutrition  or  destined 
for  excretion.  It  supplies  rotundity  and  flexibility  to  the  body 
as  a  whole;  strength  and  elasticity  to  the  muscles,  bones,  liga- 
ments and  cartilages;  through  its  agency  exchange  of  matter 
and  tissue  metabolism  is  effected.  In  short,  I  repeat,  it  is  only 
by  the  presence  of  water  in  proper  proportion  in  all  the  tissues 
and  fluids  of  the  body  that  the  physiological  phenomena  which 
characterizes  health  can  take  place.  Milk,  the  sole  food  of  an- 
imals during  a  period  of  most  active  physiological  changes,  con- 
tains 85  per  cent  of  water. 

A  healthy  adult  excretes  about  90  ounces  of  water  per  day,  as 

follows: 

Lungs 14  ounces. 

Skin 26 

Urine 50       " 

That  means  that  these  proportions  must  be  supplied  in  order 
that  the  vital  processes  may  operate  effectively  and  normally. 

How  is  it  done?  15  to  20  ounces  are  combined  with  the  solid 
food,  and  therefore  we  must  take  as  a  beverage  each  day  70  or 
75  ounces. 

The  habitual  substitution  of  wines,  malt  liquors,  etc.,  for  wa- 
ter is  pretty  sure  in  the  long  run  to  result  in  evil,  in  the  major- 
ity of  cases.  For,  in  the  first  place,  where  pure  or  undiluted 
wine  is  drunk  the  individual  is  not  disposed  to  take  enough  to 
supply  the  system  with  the  requisite  amount  of  fluid,  and  if  he 
should,  everything  is  upset  with  the  pernicious  effect  of  the  con- 
tained alcohol.  Beer,  though  containing  less  alcohol,  is  open 
to  the  same  general  objections.  It  should  never  permanently, 
or  for  any  lengthened  period,  be  allowed  to  take  the  place  of 
pure  water.  All  these  beverages  are  unnatural  solvents;  be- 
sides water  they  contain  many  ingredients  intolerant  to  most 
alimsntary  canals.  Especially  is  this  true  in  those  persons  al- 
ready suffering  from  deranged  digestion. 

Water  taken  at  meals  in  quantities  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
thirst  acts  only  beneficially.  Indeed,  an  excess  will  not  hurt; 
for  it  is  quickly  absorbed,  and  increasing  the  blood  pressure  fa- 
vors digestion  by  thus  inducing  a  freer  flow  of  the  juices.  It  is 
a  digestive  as  well  as  a  food.  By  the  liberal  use  of 
water  as  a  beverage  the  feces  are  rendered  of  proper  cosistency, 
the  intestines  maintain  their  normal  activity,  and  constipation  is 
avoided.     The  passage  of  from  35  to  50  ounces  of    urine    each 
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clay,  the  result  of  ingestion  of  pure  water,  tends  to  keep  the  kid- 
neys and  urinary  passages  clear  of  concretions  and  morbid 
changes,  and  with  the  skin  and  lungs  equally  active,  the  bodily 
house  is  well  swept.  The  same  result  is  impossible  with  artifi- 
cial beverages.  He  who  stints  himself  in  the  drinking  of  water 
is  dirty  inside. — Journal  of  Reconstructives. 


HEALTH  AND  DISEASE. 

Life  and  health  rest  on  chemical  bases  and  changes.  The 
active  materials  of  the  body  are  its  acids  and  alkalies.  In  health 
there  is  a  predominance  of  acid  over  alkaline  elements,  and  the 
excreting  organs  carry  off  this  excess;  should  they,  however, 
fail  to  do  so,  the  excess,  beyond  the  requirements  of  the  body  in 
health,  becomes  organized  and  originates  disease.  This  effect 
is  shown  on  all  the  mucus  surfaces  and  forms  the  first  sten  in 
disease,  which  is  a  congestive  state  affecting  chiefly  the  blood  in 
the  venous  system.  The  organs  first  affected  are  the  stomach, 
next  the  upper  part  of  the  lungs,  which,  if  they  fail  to  purify  the 
blood  elements  completely,  become  congested  also.  Thus  the 
first  process  of  disease  is  governed  by  a  law,  which  is,  functional 
disturbance  by  aggregation. 

The  tongue  (see  page  170,  May  number)  shows  this  state  and 
its  progression,  and  fouls  or  furs  at  the  back  part  or  root  in  the 
centre  and  at  the  sides;  but  it  cleans  in  returning  health  from 
the  anterior  or  tip  and  at  the  sides,  towards  the  middle  and  back 
part.  In  seromembranous  disease  the  tongue  is  seldom  red,  but 
usually  thickly  furred  and  moist,  indicating  a  congestive  or  acid 
state;  but  if  the  fur  become  dry,  brown  and  rough  then  these 
serous  membranes  are  in  an  inflammatory  (or  alkaline)  condition. 

Diseases  therefore  should  be  divided  into  two  classes;  the 
Acid  or  congestive  state,  indicated  by  the  white  tongue,  and  the 
Alkaline    or    inflammatory   state,    indicated   by  the  red  tongue. 

The  inflammatory  always  follows  tne  congestive  state,  never 
preceeds  it,  and  is  due  to  the  removal  from  the  system  of  its  free 
acid  elements.  Another  means  which  nature  adopts  to  rid  the 
system  of  excess  of  acid  elements,  is  by  vomits,  purges  or  erup- 
tions on  the  skin.  All  diseases  depend  on  certain  general  con- 
ditions of  the  system,  and  any  organ  or  organs  which  may  be 
more  severely  attacked  than  the  rest  are  but  the  weakest  in  the 
svstem.  An  excess  of  acid  in  the  system  produces,  in  the 
scrofulous,  enlarged  glands  and  leads  to  consumption. 

In  congestive  states  of  the  throat  and  air  passages,  open  air 
is  beneficial;  but  in  inflammatory  state,  as  when  sore,  ulcerated 
or  inflamed,  and  enlarged  tonsils,  it  is  injurious. 

Never  starve   a  congested  mucous  membrane,  but    do  so,    or 
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nearly  so,  with  an  inflamed  one.  Perspiration  is  present  in  all 
lung  diseases  when  the  mucus  membrane  is  affected,  but  a 
pungent,  dry  heat  is  present  in  the  skin  when  the  serous  mem- 
branes are  involved,  as  in  pleurisy  and  pneumonia. 

Consumption  or  phthisis  originates  in  the  general  want  of  pow- 
er in  the  glandular  system  long  before  the  lung  tissue  becomes 
affected.  For  congestive  state  of  the  lung,  cold,  dry  air  is  most 
beneficial,  but  in  inflammatory  state  a  warm,  moist  air,  about 
65  degrees,  is  best.  In  neuralgia,  which  is  congestion  of  the 
nerve  sheaths,  which  are  supplied  by  a  close  net-work  of  blood 
vessels,  give  alkaline  remedies. 

In  inflammatory  states  of  the  svstem  digestion  is  difficult  and 
solid  food  should  not  be  given;  and  when  either  the  stomach  or 
lungs  are  implicated  in  disease,  the  dietary  should  be  of  the  sim- 
plest kind  and  fluid. 

All  fevers,  excepting  scarlet  fever,  may  be  checked  at  their 
onset  by  emetics.— Dr.  C.  Coleman  Benson,  in  Med.  World. 


INSTINCT  IN  MEDICINE. 

Animals  instinctively  choose  such  food  as  is  best  suited  to 
them.  M.  Delaunay  maintains  that  the  human  race  also  shows 
this  instinct,  and  blames  medical  men  for  not  paying  sufficient 
respect  to  the  likes  and  dislikes  of  the  patients,  which  he  be- 
lieves to  be  a  guide  that  may  be  depended  on. 

Women  are  more  often  hungry  than  men.  and  they  do  not 
like  the  same  kinds  of  food;  nevertheless,  in  asylums  for  aged 
poor,  men  and  women  are  put  on  precisely  the  same  regimen. 
Infants  scarcely  weaned  are  given  a  diet  suitable  to  adults, 
meat  and  wine,  which  they  dislike,  and  which  disagree  with 
them.  M.  Delaunay  investigated  this  question  in  the  different 
asylums  of  Paris,  and  ascertained  that  children  do  not  like  meat 
before  they  are  about  five  years  of  age. 

People  who  like  salt,  vinegar,  etc.,  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
satisfy  their  tastes.  Lorain  always  taught  that  with  regard  to 
food  people's  likings  are  the  best  guide.  A  large  number  of 
animals  wash  themselves  and  bathe,  as  elephants,  stags,  birds 
and  ants  M.  Delaunay  lays  down  as  a  general  rule  that  there 
is  not  any  species  of  animals  which  voluntarily  runs  the  risk  of 
inhaling  emanations  arising  from  its  own  excrement.  If  we  turn 
our  attention  to  the  question  of  reproduction  we  shall  see  that 
all  animals  suckle  their  young,  keep  them  clean,  wean  them  at 
the  proper  time,  and  educate  them;  but  these  maternal  instincts 
are  frequently  rudimentary  in  women  of  civilized  nations.  In 
fact,  man   may  take  a  lesson  in  hygiene  from  the  lower  animals. 
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Animals  get  rid  of  their  parasites  by  using  dust,  mud,  clay,  etc. 
Those  suffering  from  fever  restrict  their  diet,  keep  quiet,  seek 
darkness  and  airy  places,  drink  water  and  sometimes  even 
plunge  into  it. 

When  a  dog  has  lost  its  appetite  it  eats  that  species  of  grass 
known  as  dog's  grass  (chien-dent),  which  acts  as  an  emetic  and 
purgative.  Cats  also  eat  grass.  Sheep  and  cows,  when  ill,  seek 
out  certain  herbs.  When  dogs  are  constipated  they  eat  fatty 
substances,  such  as  oil  and  butter,  with  avidity,  until  they  are 
purged.  The  same  thing  is  observed  among  horses.  An  ani- 
mal suffering  from  chronic  rheumatism  always  keeps  as  far  as 
possible  in  the  sun.  The  warrior  ants  have  regularly  organized 
ambulances.  Latreille  cut  the  antennae  of  an  ant,  and  other  ants 
came  and  covered  the  wounded  part  with  a  transparent  fluid 
secreted  from  their  mouths.  If  a  chimpanzee  be  wounded  it 
stops  the  bleeding  by  placing  its  hand  on  the  wound  or  dress- 
ing it  with  leaves  or  grass. 

When  an  animal  has  a  wounded  leg  or  arm  hanging  on,  it 
completes  the  amputation  by  means  of  its  teeth.  A  dog  on  be- 
ing stung  in  the  muzzle  by  a  viper  was  observed  to  plunge  its 
head  repeatedly  for  several  days  into  running  water.  This  ani- 
mal eventually  recovered.  A  sporting  dog  was  run  over  by  a 
carriage.  During  three  weeks  in  winter  it  remained  lying  in  a 
brook,  where  its  food  was  taken  to  it;  the  animal  recovered.  A 
terrier  injured  its  right  eye;  it  remained  lying  under  a  counter, 
avoiding  light  and  heat,  although  habitually  it  kept  close  to  the 
fire.  It  adopted  a  general  treatment,  rest  and  abstinence  from 
food.  The  local  treatment  consisted  in  licking  the  upper  sur- 
face of  the  paw,  which  it  applied  to  the  wounded  eye,  again 
licking  the  paw  when  it  became  dry.  Cats  also,  when  hurt,  treat 
themselves  by  this  simple  method  of  continuous  irrigation.  M, 
Delaunay  cites  the  case  of  a  cat  which  remained  for  some  time 
lying  on  the  bank  of  a  river;  also  that  of  another  cat  which  had 
the  singular  fortitude  to  remain  for  forty- eight  hours  under  a 
jet  of  cold  water. 

Animals  suffering  from  traumatic  fever  treat  themselves  by 
the  continued  application  of  cold  water*  which  M.  Delaunay 
considers  to  be  more  certain  than  any  of  the  other  methods.  In 
view  of  these  interesting  facts,  we  are,  he  thinks,  forced  to  ad- 
mit that  hygiene  and  therapeutics,  as  practiced  by  animals, 
may,  in  the  interests  of  psychology  be  studied  with  advantage. 
He  could  go  even  further  and  say  that  veterinary  medicine,  and 
perhaps  human  medicine,  could  gather  from  them  some  useful 
indications,  precisely  because  they  are  prompted  by  instincts 
which  are  efficacious  in  the  preservation  or  the  restoration  of 
health. — Gai Hard's  Medical  Journal. 
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THE  EFFECT  OF  SALT  ON  DIGESTION 

In  answer  to  the  query,  p.  22  of  your  Journal,  "Does  common 
salt  increase,  retard,  or  promote  digestion  ?" 

The  advantages  of  common  table  salt  taken  in  drinking  water 
arej  numerous  and  highly  beneficial  to  health.  I  have  for  years 
habitually  taken  with  permanent  good,  about  half  a  drachm  of 
it,  sprinkled  into  a  tumblerful  of  fresh,  cold  water,  and  allowed 
to  dissolve,  at  the  close  of  each  meal,  and  frequently  before  the 
meal,  if  the  stomach  had  lost  its  tone. 

It  gives  to  the  water  a  more  refreshing  taste,  and  mechanic- 
ally depurates  it  of  all  foreign  bodies  and  destroys  infusoria. 

Within  the  stomach  it  breaks  up  into  chlorine  and  sodium;the 
former  checking  decomposition  of  the  food  and  increasing  the 
supply  of  hydrochloric  acid  of  digestion;  the  latter  as  a  stimu- 
lant to  the  peptic  glands  before  meals,  and  an  antacid  after  them. 

It  increases  in  its  course  through  the  alimentary  canal  the  pro- 
cesses of  osmosis,  and  induces  a  more  rapid  absorption  of  the 
peptones.  It  is  a  stimulant  to  the  hepatic  cells,  increases  the 
flow  of  bile  and  the  general  metabolism  of  the  liver,  and  there- 
by acts  indirectly  as  a  laxative. 

It  alkalinises  the  urine,  and  in  rheumatic,  gouty,  and  dyspep- 
tic persons,  and  those  liable  to  frequent  colds,  it  reduces  an  ex- 
cess of  the  elements  of  fibrin  in  the  blood,  prevents  organization 
of  the  secretions  by  liquifying  them,  and  acts  also  slightly  as  an 
expectorant  and  diuretic,  thus  reducing  the  tendency  to  those 
states.  In  children  it  prevents  the  developement  of  intestinal 
worms. — C.  C.  Benson,  M.  D.,  in  Journal  of  Reconstructives. 


Hydrophobia  Experiment. — The  first  inoculation  against 
hydrophobia  ever  done  in  America  was  performed  Julv  5,  by 
Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  in  the  Carnegie  Laboratory.  Dr.  Mott's  pa- 
tient was  Harold  Newel,  seven  years  old,  who  was  bitten  by  a 
dog  presumably  mad,  June  24.  The  inoculation  was  made  from 
a  solution  of  hydrophobic  virus  obtained  by  Pasteur  himself 
from  the  brain  of  a  dog  dead  from  rabies,  and  transmitted  by 
him  through  110  rabbits. — Journal  of  Reconstructives. 


Dr.  Smith,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  has  discovered  a  specific  for 
chronic  diarrhoea  in  the  form  of  a  saturated  solution  of  salt  in 
cider  vinegar,  the  dose  being  a  drachm  three  or  four  times  a 
day. 
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THE     EAST     WIND. 

That  the  east  wind  has  from  the  earliest  times  been  credited 
with  evil  influence  is  apparent  in  the  fact  that  Ephraim  was  de- 
scribed in  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  Jewish  traditions  as 
feeding  upon  it.  What  a  repast!  Modern  science  has  de- 
termined that  what  we  call  the  east  wind  is  really  a  current  from 
the  north,  its  direction  being  modified  by  the  rotary  movement 
of  the  earth.  This  is  not  difficult  to  understand.  The  avidity 
with  which  the  dry  cold  wind  from  the  north  takes  moisture, 
and  particularly  the  secretion  of  the  mucous  membrane  lining 
the  air  passages,  inspissating  the  mucous,  and,  as  it  were,  gluing 
together  the  cilia  of  the  epithelium,  is  the  real  cause  of  the  ma- 
lignancy of  the  east  wind.  We  have  repeatedly  explained  this 
fact,  and  pointed  to  the  use  of  a  succulent  jujube  or  something 
which  will  give  off  moisture  in  the  mouth  to  be  carried  into  the 
air-passages  with  the  inspired  air  as  the  best  of  practicable 
measure?  of  protection.  Wa  believe  that  if  only  the  habit  of 
keeping  a  morsel  that  gives  off  aqueous  vapor — not  one  that  dis- 
solves by  taking  up  moisture — in  the  mouth  during  the  time  of 
exposure  to  the  east  wind  were  formed,  there  would  be  very  few 
colds  from  that  cause. — London  Lancet. 


Inoculation  fok  Yellow  Fever. — The  modern  expedient  for 
settling  knotty  points  in  science  is  to  appoint  a  Commission;  suc- 
cess, it  is  true,  has  not  uniformly  attended  this  method,  and  the 
reports,  if  not  polemical,  are  generally  colorless.  Yellow  fever 
is  the  diseasa  which  is  now  to  be  investigated  in  this  way. 

A  few  years  ago*  Dr.  Domingos  Freire  announced  that  he  had 
prepared  a  vaccine  which  preserved  the  vaccinated  from  yellow 
fever;  his  method  of  experimenting,  however,  did  not  commend 
itself  to  the  bacteriologists;  and  M.  Rebourgeon,  who  had  been 
trained  in  ML  Pasteur's  laboratoay,  was  sent  out  to  Riode.laner- 
ro  to  guide  Dr.  Friere  into  the  right  way.  The  papers  since  pub- 
lished bv  these  two  experimenters  confirmed  the  earlier  claims, 
and  M.  Rebourgeon  has  returned  to  Paris  to  convince  the  sceptics; 
he  informed  the  Society  de  Biologne  at  its  meeting  on  May  22, 
that,  during  a  recent  epidemic,  6.000  persons  had  been  inoculat- 
ed, of  whom  not  one  suffered  from  the  disease;  and  that,  in  seven 
cases  where  patients  were  inoculated  while  suffering  from  the 
disease,  recovery  took  place  in  every  instance.  The  society  ap- 
pointed a  commission  of  five,  including  MM.  Brown-Sequard 
and  Cornil,  to  study  the  method.  Tn  the  United  States,  moreover 
the  demand  for  a  Commission  has  been  hacked  bv  the  American 
Medical  Association. — British  Medical  Journal. 
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ERRATA. 

In  fourth  line  of  footnote,  page  6,  for  produce  read  preclude. 
In  third  line,  second  paragraph,  page  7,  read  blood  oozing  from 
the  urethra.  For  faces  last  word,  last  line  of  second  paragraph, 
page  8,  read  faeces.  Paragraph  three,  page  20,  for  printed  read 
painted. 


A  meeting  of  D.  S.  C.  Medical  society  will  be  held  as  per 
adjournment,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August  next,  at  the  office 
of  Drs.  Tracy  &  Halverson,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 


Tub  senior  editor  had  been  on  the  sick  report  for  the  last 
month.  The  readers  of  his  journal  will,  therefore,  excuse  the 
lack  of  editorial  matter  in  this  number, — junior's  time  having 
been  fully  occupied  with  outside  matters. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  "Association  of  American 
Physicians"  (a  limited  mutual  admiration  society,  as  we  un- 
derstand it,  composed  of  the  bolters  from  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association),  was  held  in  Washington  on  the  17th  and  18th 
of  last  month. 
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The  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  says:  "We  have  had  in  this  coun- 
try certain  disputes,  mainly  over  the  question  whether  the  Con- 
gress organization  should  be  controlled  by  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  a  society  of  about  three  thousand  members,  or 
by  the  medical  profession  of  sixty  thousand  men.  In  this  dis- 
pute the  American  Medical  Association  has  conquered,  but  by 
methods  which  have  caused  the  resignation  and  withdrawal  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  American  physicians  best  known 
abroad  and  at  home,  There  will  be  an  International  Medical 
Congress,  but,  according  to  the  present  outlook,  a  congress  in 
which  many  of  America's  best  physicians  will  be  absent." 

It  would  seem  that  the  medical  profession  recognized  by  the 
"Association  of  American  Physicians"  is  reduced  to  a  minimum, 
since  only  one  hundred  physicians  in  the  United  States  (princi- 
ally  from  Philadelphia,  Boston  and  New  York),  are  considered 
sufficiently  talented  and  learned  to  become  members,  and  further 
that  of  the  specified  one  hundred,  seventy-five  members  have  al- 
ready been  self-elected;  leaving  only  twenty-five  of  the  "sixty 
thousand  men"  who  can  become  members  of  said  "Association 
of  American  Physicians."  If  ever  gall  and  egotism  wer*  combined 
the  profession  will  find  it  in  the  organization  of  that  society — 
bolters  from  the  National,  as  there  was  no  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution for  more  than  one  president  at  a  time. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  should  have  been  made,  so 
the  whole  seventy-five  could  have  been  presidents  as  well  as 
the  principal  officers,  in  the  International  Congress.  The  pres- 
ident of  the  "Association  of  American  Physicians,"  in  his  in- 
augural address,  acknowledges  that  the  members  are  ambitious. 
"But  we  also  want  a  society  in  which  we  can  learn  something." 
Oh,   Modesty!  where  is  thy  blush? 


Honors  to  Pasteur. — The  French  Humane  Society  has  rec- 
ently presented  a  medal  to  M.  Pasteur,  in  recognition  of  his  ser- 
vices to  humanity. 

Epidemic  Cholera  continues  to  prevail  in  some  parts  of  Italy, 
and  is  extending  moderately  to  the  north.  But  the  summer  has 
already  so  far  advanced  that  there  is  little  danger  of  it  invading 
Germany,  France  or  the  British  Isles,  and  still  less  of  its  reach- 
ing this  country  the  present  year. — Jour,  of  the  Am.  Med.  Ass'n. 
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OXYGEN  AS  A  THERATEUTIC  AGENT. 

Since  the  investigation  of  oxygen  as  a  therapeutic  agent  has 
been  prosecuted  by  members  of  the  regular  profession,  and  its 
legitimate  use  fairly  established,  uniformity  good  results  have 
been  obtained  from  its  intelligent  administration;  failures  being 
due,  probably,  1st  to  the  exhibition  of  a  wrong  admixture 
of  gases;  2d  to  the  use  of  gas  generated  by  inefficient  appa- 
ratus, or  3d  from  mistaken  indications  for  its  use.  Under  the 
head,  "The  progress  and  prospects  of  the  Oxygen  Treatment," 
the  Medical  World,  Philadelphia,  says: 

"It  is  with  no  little  interest  that  we  have  been  watching  the 
revival  of  the  use  of  oxygen  gas  and  oxygenating  agencies  in 
therapeutics.  That  the  reports  of  some  recent  enthusiastic  in- 
vestigators in  this  field  should  have  been  received  with  the  us- 
ual degree  of  conservative  questioning  was  to  be  expected.  But 
the  reports  are  being  emphatically  corroborated,  and  observers 
are  multiplying.  As  an  evidence  of  this  rapid  progress  it  is 
only  necessary  to  cite  the  fact  that  a  leading  dealer  in  oxygen 
apparatus  and  supplies  in  that  line  recently  received  an  order  for 
one  hundred  cylinders  of  compressed  oxygen — 10,000  gallons  .n 
a  single  shipment  to  the  west.  The  same  company  within  the 
last  three  months  has  supplied  outfits  of  apparatus  to  practition- 
ers in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union.  Many  of  these  experi- 
menters have  as  yet  had  too  limited  experience  to  report  any- 
thing of  value,  and  some  of  them  no  doubt,  for  various  natural 
reasons,  fail  of  any  noteworthy  results.  Others  of  them  will 
give  to  their  efforts  that  punctilious  care  and  perseverance  which 
is  sure  to  result  in  valuable  data. 

Dr.  Lothrop,  in  the  Southern  California  Practitioner  for  May, 
publishes  a  report  covering  one  hundred  cases  treated  by  oxy- 
gen. While  he  makes  no  extravigant  claims,  his  results  are  en- 
couraging in  the  extreme. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  his  cases  (a slight  discrepancy 
may  be  noticed  in  the  phthisis  cases): 

Cured.       Improved.       Lost  sight  of .  Damaged       Total. 

Phthisis 0  36  4  1  40 

Catarrh 2  8  2  0  12 

Ch.  Bronchitis 1  0  0  0  1 

Asthma 0  3  10  4 

Gastro-IntestinalCat.  0  5  0  0  5 

Ch.  Nephritis l  2  0  o  3 

Acute  Bronchitis 11  9  0  0  20 

Anaemia 15  o  o  o  15 

100 

Dr.  Wallian,  of  New  York  City,  the  acknowelged  pioneer  in 
this  particular  field — at  least  in  America, — informs  us  that  he  is 
collecting  the  result  of  his  practice  from  other  observers  and  will 
ere  long,  publish  a  resume  of  the  whole,  together  with  his  own 
more  recent  observations.  We  shall  await  the  appearance  of  this 
collective  evidence  of  the  value  as  well  as  the  limitations  of  what 
we  consider  valuable  addition  to  modern  therapeutic  resources. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  addition   of  alcohol  to  croton  oil  renders  the  latter  less 
irritatino*.  but  none  the  less  effective. 


The  eighteenth  annual  session  of  the  Nebraska  State  Med- 
ical Society  convened  in  the  United  States  Court  Room  in  Lin- 
coln, June  1,  1886. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Minnesota  State  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  was  held  at  the  West  Hotel,  Minneapolis, 
June  15th  and  16th. 

The  French  plan  of  giving  castor  oil  to  children  is  to  pour 
the  oil  into  a  pan  over  a  moderate  fire,  break  an  egg  into  it  and 
stir  up.     When  done  flavor  with  a  little  salt. 

To  remove  immediately  the  taste  of  cod  liver  oil: — Dr.  An- 
tonio Martin  recommends  the  drinking  of  a  large  glass  of  water 
off  rusty  nails.  Immediately  the  rank  taste  of  the  oil  is  changed 
to  that  of  fresh  oysters,  and  the  unpleasant  regurgitations  dis- 
appear.— Jour.  Med.  de  Paris;  Canadian  Practitioner. 

Smokers  may  be  pleased  to  know  that  an  antidote  has  been 
discovered  which  will  enable  them  to  enjoy  their  pipes  or  cigars 
without  any  fear  of  being  poisoned  by  nicotine.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  the  water-cress  destroys  the  toxic  principle  of  tobacco, 
preserving  at  the  same  time  its  aroma.  It  is  suffcient  to  wet 
the  tobacco  with  the  juice  of  the  water-cress,  which  will  com- 
pletely deprive  the  tobacco  of  its  deleterious  principles. — Ameri- 
can Practitioner. 

Methylbexzomethoxyethylteteaiiydropyridixe  Carbox- 
ylate. — Dr.  A.  B.  Lyons  in  a  recent  letter  says:  "We  were 
all  wrong.  Tt  is  not  cocaine  at  all,  nor  hvdrococaine  nor  cocain- 
um,  nor  cocaia;  neither  is  it  erythroxiline,  as  some  behighted  in- 
dividuals have  affirmed.  It  has  been  christened  by  science,  and 
kuowing  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  pseudo-scientific  no- 
menclature heretofore  adopted,  I  thought  yon  would  be  grate- 
ful to  be  informed;  if  you  have  not  already  heard,  what  its  real 
name  is.  Don't  try  to  say  it  all  the  first  time  in  one  breath,  or 
the  consequences  may  be  unfortunate.  According  to  G.  Cal- 
meis  and  E.  Gossin,  Comptes  Rendus,  190,  1143-1146,  cocaine  is 
methylbenzomethoxyetlivdltetraliyropyridine  car  boxy  late.  What 
does  it  signify  what  you  call  the  hydrochloric  acid  compound  of 
such  a  polysyllabic  creature?'' — X.  W.  Pharmacist. 
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A  Remarkable  Reproduction. — Dr.  M.  Bertin,  of  Dijon, 
ivino-  liorated  the  common  carotid  for  the  cure  of  an  "angioma," 
>und,  two  years  later,  that  a  new  carotid  artery  had  formed, 
iorhtly  smallar,  perhaps,  than  the  original,  but  the  pulsations 
ere  distinctly  visible. — Am.  Practitioner  and  News. 


It  appears  that  lanolin  is  not  entitled  to  take  rank  among  the 
lost  recent  additions  to  the  materia  medica,  inasmuch  as 
'ulpepper,  the  venerable  "student  in  Physick,"  described  it  in 
is  work  published  in  1650.  This  has  been  lately  pointed  out 
y  a  correspondent  of  the  "Chemist  and  Druggist." 

A  useful  antiseptic. — The  Medical  World  recommends  ten 
arts  of  salicylic  acid,  twenty-five  of  borax,  fifty-nine.of  glycerin, 
id  twenty-five  of  distilled  water,  mixed  in  a  porcelain  dish, 
3ated  to  boiling  point,  often  stirred,  as  a  useful  concentrated 
niseotic  solution,  colorless,  odorless,  syrupy  in  consistency, 
id  miscable  with  water  in  all  proportions. 

He  Gobbles  the  Fruit.— Dr.  H.  N.  Church,  of  802  Hal- 
ead  street,  Chicago,  "knocks  the  persimmons" — at  least  he 
as  the  "longest  pole"  on  record.  He  relates  in  the  Medical 
^orld  a  case  of  scarlatina  anginosa  in  which  the  temperature 
cached  one  hundred  and  twelve  degrees  !  !  The  patient  re- 
~>vered.  The  doctor  vouches  for  the  accuracy  of  the  thermom- 
:er.     What  became  of  Annanias. — Index. 


The  Other  Side  of  Cocaine. — Dr.  A.  W.  Calhoun,  of  At- 
nta,  Georgia,  argues  strongly  against  the  use  of  cocaine  in 
itaract  operations  saying  that  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the 
rug  ninety-seven  per  cent,  of  his  operations  were  successful, 
ut  he  has  had  bad  results  in  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which 
3  has  employed  it.  He  has  consequently  abandoned  it  alto- 
ether  in  operations  by  extraction. — Index. 

Death  from  anesthetics  in  1885. — The  deaths  during  nar- 
)sis  in  the  past  year  in  England  have  been  collated  by  Dr.  F. 
i.  Jacobs,  and  reported  in  the  British  Medical  Journal.  Twelve 
r>aths  occurred  in  chloroform  narcosis  during  an  unusually  se- 
3re  list  of  operations,  only  four  being  trivial.  The  casualties 
om  ether  are  butthree — a  small  record  considering  the  general 
ie  of  ether  in  Eno-lish  surgical  centers.  No  death  is  recorded 
om  methelene  bichloride,  or  from  mixtures  of  ether  and  chlo- 
>form. 
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The  Medical  News  says  a  medical  college  has  been  organized 
at  Wichita,  Kansas. 

A  German  professor  has  succeeded  in  isolating  a  new  diges- 
tive euzyme  from  the  blood.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  food 
undergoes  further  digestive  changes  after  it  has  entered  the 
veins. 

Nouveaux  Remedes  quotes  the  Australasian  Chemist  and 
Druggist  to  the  effect  that  essence  of  peppermint,  printed  on  a 
burn,  causes  the  pain  to  cease  at  once. — New  York  Medical 
Journal. 

International  Medical  Congress  Interests  Abroad. — 
In  Vienna,  Austra,  a  local  committee  of  twenty-five  members 
has  been  formed  for  facilitating  arrangements  for  attending  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress  in  Washington,  1887. 

A     CHEAP     AND     EFFECTIVE       ANTISEPTIC     PREPARATION. Dr. 

Francis  L.  Haynes  recommends  the  potasso-mercuric-iodide, 
prepared  as  follows:  To  four  ounces  of  distilled  water  add  one 
drachm  each  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  iodide  of  mercury. 
This  will  cost  about  ten  cents,  and  makes  a  good  stock  solution 
for  diluting  and  using  when  needed.  One  tablespoonful  of  this 
to  a  pint  of  water  makes  a  good  wash  for  the  hands  in  obstetri- 
cal and  gyna?cological  practice,  septic  surgery,  autopsies,  etc. 
The  hands  are  protected  from  becoming  eczematous  by  annoint- 
ing  them  thoroughly  with  one-half  an  ounce  of  glycerine,  once 
or  twice  daily,  after  washing,  and  while  they  are  still  damp.  Tt 
is  also  excellent  to  purify  blunt  instruments. 

I  have  noticed  considerable  discussion  of  "Itch  or  Prairie 
Manore"  in  the  last  few  numbers  of  the  Index.  I  have  had  con- 
siderable  of  the  same  trouble  to  treat  (as  I  suppose,  from  the 
description  given)  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  the  last  year 
and  a  half,  and  will  add  my  mite  in  the  way  of  treatment. 

At  first,  the  treatment  I  used  was  far  from  satisfactory.  It 
was  sulphur  and  vaseline;  then  Merrick's  prescription  (sulphur, 
carbonate  of  potassium   and  lard). 

Afterward  I  employed  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  which  has 
relieved  every  case  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain.  I  applied  the  acid 
in  strength  to  suit  the  condition  of  the  individual;  if  the  skin 
was  very  sore,  from  scratching  or  other  causes,  1  would  use  a 
weak  solution — say  one  drop  to  the  drachm — the  first  day  or 
two;  then  one  drop  to  a  half-drachm;  applied  two  or  three  times 
a  day.     In  from  four  to  eight  days  the  trouble  was  relieved. 
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The  habit  of  some  druggists  talking  to  customers  while  com- 
pounding a  prescription  should  be  condemned.  The  habit  of 
leaving  a  prescription  partially  prepared  to  wait  on  customers  is 
equally  reprehensible.  Mistakes  in  putting  up  prescriptions 
occur  oftener  from  haste,  and  trying  to  do  two  things  at  once, 
than  from  incompetency. — Jour,  of  Reconstructives. 

Sugeron-General  Robert  Murray,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  will 
be  72  years  of  age  in  August  of  the  present  year,  when  he  will 
be  placed  on  the  retired  list.  Dr.  Murray  will  soon  have  com- 
pleted a  long,  efficient  and  most  honorable  term  of  service  for 
iiis  country.  It  is  thought  that  Surgeon  J.  H.  Baxter,  who 
stands  next  on  the  roll,  will  bcj  the  worthy  successor. — Journal 
of  the  Amer.  Med.  Asso. 


Dinner  to  Professor  William  H.  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  on 
his  Departure  for  Europe. — More  than  a  quarter  of  a  thous- 
and of  representatives  of  the  legion  of  friends,  admirers,  and 
some-time  students  and  medical  confreres  of  Professor  William 
H.  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  gave  a  dinner  at  the  Bellevue  to  that  emi- 
nent medical  teacher,  on  his  approaching  departure  for  a  brief 
holiday  in  Europe,  before  entering  on  his  new  professorship  in 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  College. — Med.  Bulletin. 

Air. — An  apparatus  is  advertised  in  Europe  by  which  a  per- 
son is  enabled  to  breathe  the  air  from  without  while  sitting  in- 
doors in  a  warm  room.  It  consists  of  a  simple  tube,  communi- 
cating through  the  window  with  the  exteral  air,  to  one  end  of 
which  an  attachment  to  fit  over  the  mouth  and  nose  is  attached. 
The  inventor  claims  that,  as  tubercle  bacilli  are  destroyed  by  a 
low  temperature,  so  pulmonary  phthisis  may  be  cured  by  breath- 
ing frosty  air  through  this  apparatus. — Jour,  of  Reconstructives. 

Iodide  of  Potassium  in  the  Treatment  of  Diphtheria. — 
Q.L.  Stepp  ("Dtsch.  med.  Woch.",  1886,  No.  9,  etc.)  has  treat- 
ed a  number  of  grave  cases  with  the  drug,  administered  in 
lar^e  doses  frequently  repeated,  and  reports  rapid  cures.  A 
child  between  one  and  three  years  old  should  take  hourly  a 
soup-spoonfull  of  a  solution  of  2  to  4  parts  of  the  salt  of  100 
parts  of  water.  Older  children  will  tolerate  a  solution  of  the 
strength  of  from  4  to  10  per  cent.  Several  of  the  little  patients 
whose  histories  are  given  took  150,  300,  and  even  750  (Trains  og 
iodine  during  the  course  of  the  disease,  without  suffering  from 
any  toxic  effect. — Med.  Index. 
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Dr.  S.  Y.  Howell  has  been  appointed  Lecturer  in  Pathology 
in  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Landis,  late  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Starling  Medical  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  died  in  Philadelphia  on  May  22d. 

An  advertisement  extolling  the  virtues  of  a  new  make  of  in- 
fant feeding  bottle  winds  up  as  follows:  "When  the  baby  has 
done  drinking,  it  must  be  unscrewed,  and  laid  in  a  cool  place, 
say  under  the  tap."     Poor  baby  ! — N.  W.  Lancet. 

The  numerous  friends  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  editor  of 
the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  that  he  has  recovered  from  a  tedious  illness  and  will  soon 
resume  active  professional  and  editorial  work. — Bulletin. 

Professors  William  H.  Pancoast  and  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  and  late  of  the  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  sailed  for  Europe  on  Saturday,  June  19.  Drs. 
Pancoast  and  Shoemaker  were  appointed  delegates  bv  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  to 
the  British  Medical  Association,  and  all  other  European  med- 
ical societies.  They  both  go  also  in  the  interest  of  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress,  which  will  meet  in  Washing- 
ton in  1887.  Dr.  Shoemaker  likewise  represents  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Medical  Editors,  of  which  he  is  president. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


Waking's  Manual  of  Practical  Therapeutics,  published  by  P. 
Blakiston  Son  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  has  been  received.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  works  issued  from  the  medical  press.  It  em- 
braces all  the  prominent  remedies  of  the  materia  medica,  old  oi 
new;  giving  their  therapeutic  effects  and  physiological  action  in 
an  elaborate  manner.  No  work  of  the  kind  lias  ever  fallen  un- 
der our  notice  which  we  have  perused  with  more  pleasure  or 
profit.  The  single  article  on  chloroform,  its  uses  and  modes  of 
administration  is  worth  the  cost  of  the  volume.  It  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  all  practitioners,  more  particularly  those  located  in 
the  countrv,  who  have  no  access  to  extensive  medical  libraries, 
as  is  the  case  with  a  large  number  of  those  who  are  practicing 
in  the  sparsely  settled  regions. 
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PAMPHLETS. 

The  addi  The  present  status  of  abdominal 

[)  hirty-seventh  annual  meeting  of  the 

A i..  on    on   Tuesday,  May   5,  188(3.     By 

N  i  ukee,  Wis.,  chairman   of  the  surgical 

»f   the       neriean  Medical  Association,  for  1880.   Attend- 
ing  surgeoi  ukee   hospital;   professor  of  the  prihci- 

»d  clinical  surgery  in  the  college 
\       ia  I      argeons,  Chicago,  111.      Reprinted   from   the 

fotirna    •  merican  Medical  Association.  May  29  arid  June 

5.  1886      64     p.,  12  mo. 


Short   advertisements  of   Practices,  Wanted,   For  Sale,  etc..  inserted  free  to 
subscribers. 

P_      f     ..     L^l  -a  :' '     5    remove  to  Ohio  an  account  of 

H,  1 0  <      viHn         mutual  relations  and  offer  for  sale,  for  $1,200 

luV/t  '^     l^      oiXxv,.      m  [welling house  combined,  con- 

sisting of  Five  rooms  Stock  of  medicines  urgicai  instruments,  Beck  microscope. 
Combined  battery,  18  cell;  air  pump,  f  rc<  nd  ;.<  mm  including  cups,  arm  and  leg 
receivers,  book  and  medicine  cases  msehold  furniture,  if  desir- 

ed. Practice  for  th  past  i-  month  amounts  ~  $2,400,  for  May,  June  and  July,  to 
more  than  $700.  Will  sell  for  part  cash  and  balance  on  time  with  security.  Only 
two  other  physicians  here.  The  best  opportunity  I  know  of  for  a  good  man.  City 
has  a  population  if  1,550  t<  per  last  Territorial  census,  and  as  soon  as  the  E.  R. 
starts  for  the  Black  Hills  the  country  \ ill  increase  in  population  rapidly.  Has  a 
Masonic,  an  Odd  Fellows  and  a  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge,  all  flourishing.  Four 
churches.  Is  county  seat.  Would  refer  any  one  desiring  further  information  to  YV. 
C.  Graybill,  attorney.  orC.  '.  Morrow,  atton  ey.  A.  fine  peopleand  a  good  country. 
Must  sell  bv  July  31 !    No  one  wan  ti  J   fine  opportunity  can  do 

better.    Add  S.    U.    Kistler-,    UL.  D. 

[BEi  LAIN,    DAKOTA. 


The  Iowa  ;      .r. 


A  live  monthly 
Journal  of 

:ine  and  sure  I  r  annum. 

We  will  send  tli    I  Reporter  and  the  DAKOTA  MEDICAL 

BRIEF  to  one  address  one  yeai  foi 


11'  j.      1  good  locality  in  the  North.    Preferably  in  Dako- 

,..     Am  originally  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  wish  to  move 
north  again.        AOd 
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LINCK'S 

CHEMICALLY    PURE 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  not 
he  confounded  with  any  of  the  so-called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  solid  substances.  Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
which  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  ob- 
tained by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup. 
It  is  manufactured  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision  and  is  far 
superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  AVe  have  hundreds  of  testimonials  from 
th«  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country.  Germany  ami  France.  AVrite  to  us 
for  them. 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER. 

Corner  Third  *nd  Callowhill  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Torrified  Wheat  Food. 

A  Scrupulously  pure  Farnac^ous  Food  for  children  and  invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever.  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it  more 
easily  digestable.  much  more  palatable,  and  in  everyway  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in  form- 
ing bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been  carefully 
preserved,  but  the  iusoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been  removed. 
Wheat  isone  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  a?  it  contains  the  phosphates  of  Cal- 
cium, Sodium.  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  liluten.  Albumen  and  Starch,  all  of  these 
being  important  in  nutrition. 

PREPAPJED  BY 

ASOHENBAOH    &    FILLER,, 
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Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  «nd  economical  apparatus  and 
chemicals  for  generating  ;i  fid  dispensing  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  Mon- 
oxide, often  nailed  'Compound  Oxygen"  for  medical  use.  Also  scientific 
and  genuine  preparation  of  PORTABLE  OXYGEN,  for  home  and 
bedside  use. 


PRICES. 
Office  Outfit,  No.  1,  complete — capacity  100   gallons.  .  ..$  55.00 
"       No.  2,         «  "     '   200         «      ....    110.00 

"       No.  3,         "  "        400         «     165.00 

Portable  Oxygen,  per  dozen  pint  bottles  with  full    direc- 
tions for  using : 30.00 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size,  made  from    gas    pipe, 
plain,     gold-bronzed      or      enameled,      according     to 

finish $10.00  to  25.00 

Curtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  of  interesting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Address,  E.  P.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty-second  Street  and  Tenth  Avenue,  New  York 


'Orders  for  Apparatus,  Portable  Oxygen,  Chemicals,  etc., 
received  by  Drs.  Andros  &  Sevey,  at  the  office  of  the  Medical 
Brief,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 
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Cholera  Infantum. 

[Read  by  Dr.  F.  Andros,  before  the  D.  S.  C.  Medical  Society.] 

In  an  address  before  The  American  Medical  Association  in  St. 
Louis,  Dr.  Haggard  of  Tennessee  made  the  startling  assertion 
that  "From  one-fourth  to  one-fifth  of  the  human  family  die  un- 
der the  age  of  five  years".  According  to  Quintelet,  "There  die 
during  the  first  month  after  birth,  four  times  as  many  children  as 
die  during  the  second  month,  and  almost  as  many  as  die  during 
the  two  years  that  follow.  The  tables  of  mortality  prove,  that  one 
tenth  of  the  children  born,  die  before  the  first  month  has  been 
completed".  In  New  York  City,  in  the  year  1883,  28972  child- 
ren were  born,  and  8665  died  in  their  first  year-33^  per  cent  ; 
2260  died  in  their  second  year,  1221  in  their  third  year,  787  in 
their  fourth  year  and  525  in  their  fifth  year.  Total  number  of 
deaths  13458  in  that  year  in  the  city,-as  shown  by  health  statis- 
tics-or  three-sevenths  of  whole  number  born. 

It  seems  truly,  that  their  lives  are  but  as  the  sands  of  the  sea- 
shore; there  voices  are  but  as    the   evening   zephyr,   that   dallies 
with  the  leaf  foe  a  moment,  and  passes  away  forever. 
"Tis  the  wink  of  an  eye,  the  draught  of  a  breath, 
"From  the  blossom  of  health  to  the  paleness  of  Death. 
It  may  have  been  the  original  purpose  of  the  Divine  Creator  to 
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remove  from  Earth  to  Heaven,  this  large  proportion  of  the  human 
family,  before  they  reach  the  age  of  responsibility ;  it  may  be  there 
is  a  divine  graciousness,  an  appropriateness,  a  grandeur  in  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  death  of  so  many  of  our  race   during  childhood. 

However  this  may  be,  we  who  have  chosen  for  our  life  work 
the  amelioration  of  human  suffering,  cannot  accept  this  dogma,  for 
it  neither  satisfies  the  longings  of  nature,  nor  the  demands  of  the 
world.  We  must  dive  deeper  into  the  mysteries  of  scientific  med- 
icine and  prepare  to  grapple  with  the  dread  destroyer,  who  claims 
so  many  of  earth's  little  ones.  What  language  can  depict  the  an- 
guish of  a  mother,  as  she  lingers  over  the  couch  of  a  stricken  child, 
and  with  tears  entreats  the  doctor  to  save  her  loved  treasure  from 
the  ravages  of  death.  Bright  hopes  and  fond  anticipations  surround 
the  cradle  at  early  morn,  the  shadows  of  death  gather  over  it  at 
noon  and  in  the  evening  the  occupant  is  a  withered  flower;  the 
rosy  cheek  has  changed  to  marble  whiteness,  "The  silver  cord  is 
loosened,  the  golden  bowl  is  broken". 

x\mongthe  diseases  incident  to  childhood,  scarlatina,  diphtheria 
and  cholera  infantum,  are  probably  the  most  efficient  weapons  in 
the  hands  of  the  fell  destroyer,  and  as  this  is  the  season  of  the  us- 
ual visitation  of  the  last  named  disease,  I  have  concluded  to  tell 
you  what  I  know  of  it;  should  I  attempt  to  tell  what  I  do  not  know, 
I  should  tire  your  patience.  It  it  a  disease  of  which  you  will 
hear  much  but  will  see  but  little.  It  has  been  made  the  pack  horse 
for  all  of  the  bowel  complaints  of  children,  as  diphtheria  has  of 
all  throat  diseases.  The  physician  who  has  seen  a  genuine  case 
of  cholera  infantum  will  never  forget  the  appearance  of  the  little 
sufferer:  the  distress  depicted  on  the  face,  the  contracted  features, 
tli  3  in  fa  ntile  smile  gone;  the  face  once  beaming  with  life,  now  ex- 
pressionless, haggard  and  if  a  smile  can  be  elicited,  it  is  like  the 
moonbeam  on  the  thunder  cloud,  making  darkness  more    visible- 

These  appearances  are  as  easily  recognized,  as  the  peculiar 
brassy  sound  of  the  croup  cough,  or  the  breathing  of  a  patient 
with  compressed  brain.  It  is  a  rare  disease  in  Dakota,  the  pu 
air  acting  as  a  prophylactic;  its  home  is  in  the  cities  and  large 
towns,  particularly  in  the  crowded  tenement  fjouses,  where  pure 
air  is  a  stranger.  The  primary  causes,  are  impure  air,  improper  diet, 
and  heat;  which  impair  the  vital  forces.  The  first  symptoms  are  im- 
paired,,  digestion,  followed  by  slight  diarrhoea  and  fever.     Soon  it 
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puts  on  an  alarming  aspect;  the  discharges  increase  in  frequency 
and  in  quantity,  the  serous  discharges  becoming  excessively  pro- 
profuse;  the  discharges  from  the  bowels  usually  of  a  light  green 
color,  showing  a  derangement  of  the  hepatic  secretions.  Rare- 
ly they  are  light  in  color,  but  always  profuse  in  quantity;  a  marked 
symptom  of  the  disease.  Frequently  the  disease  is  ushered  in  with 
symptoms  of  brain  trouble:  head  hot  to  the  touch,  rolling  on  the 
pillow;  sometimes  convulsions  accompany  the  incipient  stage. 

The  bowels  are  usually  flattened,  though  sometimes  tympanitic, 
pulse  small  and  rapid;  case  soon  terminates  in  effusion  on  the 
brain  and  collapse.  In  many  of  its  symptoms  it  resembles  asiatic 
cholera,  and  like  it,  is  a  neurose  disease.  The  bowels  which  are 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  are  extensively  supplied  by  nerve  filaments 
from  the  sympathetic;  and  this  nerve  irritation  increased  by  reflex 
action  from  a  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  which  supply  the 
gums  and  teeth;  as  dentition  is  a  usual  concomitant  of  cholera  in- 
fantum, the  nerve  irritation  excited  by  the  inflamed  condition  of 
the  gums,  as,  vaso-motor  disturbances  play  an  important  part  in 
asiatic  cholera.  In  this  disease,  as  in  many  others,  "an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure".  As  regards  treatment;  as 
impaired  digestion  is  one  of  the  first  symptoms,  as  soon  as  noticed, 
give  aromatic  syrup  of  rheubarb  to  remove  any  irritating  matter 
from  the  bowels,  followed  by  solution  or  elixir  of  lactopeptine  in 
small  doses:  this  will  assist  digestion,  and  very  often  arrest  the 
disease.     If  not  relieved,  the  indications  are; 

First.     To  regulate  the  hepatic  secretion. 

Second.     To  arrest  the  serous  discharges. 

Third.     To  allay  nervous  irritation. 

Fourth.  To  support  the  wasting  strength  of  the  patient,  with 
proper  nourishment  and  stimulants. 

To  accomplish  the  first,  I  have  found  the  following  to  answer  a 
good  purpose :  for  a  child  one  year  old ; 
R.       Hydrarg.  Submur.  et 

Pulv.  Opii         aa  gr.  j 

Bismuthi  Subnit.  gr.  xviij 

M.  In  chartulas  no.  xij  divide    Sig.  One  every  two,  three  or  four  hours. 

Where  there  rre  indications  of  brain  trouble,  in  place  of  opium 
I  would  substitute  ext.  hyoscyami.  I  would  continue  this  treatment 
untill  the  secretions  are  changed.  The  above  prescription  will  very 
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often  arrest  the  serous  discharges;  if  not,  would  add  plumbi  acet. 
gr.  ss,  to  the  prescription. 

To  allay  nervous  irritability,  and  where  convulsions  are  threat- 
ened or  present; 

R.       Ext.  Gelsemini  fl.     drachm  gss 
Pot,   Brom.  „       j 

Glycerinee  „       ij 

Aquae     q.  s.  ad  oz.     iv 

M.   Sig.     A  teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two. 
As  an  astringent,  I  have  found  rheum,  parched  till  it  loses  one- 
fourth  its  weight,  to  act  well  as  a  tonic  and  astringent.  By  parch- 
ing, it  loses  most  of  its  cathartic  properties. 

As  regards  diet,  one  part  milk,  four  parts  water  and  one  and 
one-half  parts  cream,  sweetened  with  sacch.  lactis,  which  is  more 
easily  digested  than  cane  sugar;  grated  raw  steak,  to  which  should 
be  added  a  small  amount  of  lactopeptine  and  salt;  or,  the  white 
of  eggs  beaten  up  with  water,  acidulated  with  lemon  juice  and 
sweetened  to  the  taste,  I  have  found  valuable,  given  in  teaspoon- 
ful doses  from  time  to  time. 

Some  of  the  prepared  infants'  foods  are  highly  recommended: 
with  these  I  have  had  no  experience.  Use  little  medication:  trust 
much  to  nature;  she  seldom  bankrupts. 


Chronic  Periostitis. 

[Read  by  Dr.  Henry  Ogden,  before  the  D.  S.   C.  Medical  Society,] 

We  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  with  such  diseases  of  the  bones 
as  necrosis,  caries  and  fractures,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
rarely  we  encounter  a  genuine  case  of  non-suppurating  periostitis. 
During  a  period  of  six  years  I  frequently  attended  the  clinics  at 
Rush  Medical  College  and  the  Cook  County  Hospital,  Chicago, 
and  three  years  of  that  time  I  think  I  saw  nearly  all  the  opera- 
tions of  importance,  and  I  never  saw  a  case  like  the  one  I  am  to 
speak  of.  I  have  conferred  with  several  physicians  of  experience 
and  none  have  observed  a  case  so  unique;  one  so  resisting  the 
best  known  remedies,  as  this  case.  In  a  pathological  sense,  dis- 
eases of  the  bones  are  identical  with  diseases  of  other  tissues; 
such   differences  as  exist  are  due  to   the  anatomical  and  physio 
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logical  peculiarities  of  the  bones.  Diseased  action  under  all 
circumstances  being  materially  modified  by  texture.  Two-thirds 
of  the  bone  being  earthy  and  one-third  animal,  a  diseased  action 
is  modified  by  inorganic  material. 

This  animal  texture  includes  a  fibrous  membrane  with  cellular 
tissue  beneath,  in  which  the  vessels  which  surround  the  bone 
ramify,  and  a  finer  endostial  membrane  which  lines  it.  The  two 
membranes  being  intimately  connected  together  by  delicate  vas- 
cular and  membranous  links  permeating  the  haversian  canals  and 
canaliculi  of  the  bone  itself.  The  exterior  of  the  bone  is  dense 
and  derives  most  of  its  nutrition  from  vessels  ramifying  in  the 
periostium. 

The  interior  of  the  bone  is  porous  and  is  supplied  from  nutrient 
arteries  running  in  the  endostium  and  anastomasing  freely  through 
the  bone  canals.  The  epiphyses  of  the  bone  are  covered  with  ar- 
ticular cartilages  which  derive  their  nutritive  supply  from  them. 
When  the  bone  inflames  it  can  do  so  only  through  its  soft  tissues. 
Its  inorganic  tissues  being  affected  secondarily. 

The  periosteal  and  endosteal  membranes  being  thus  intimately 
connected,  inflammation  originating  in  one  is  very  liable  to  ex- 
tend to  the  other,  and  in  proportion  to  this  extension  will  it  be 
periostitis  or  osteitis.  When  disease  attacks  the  shafts  of  long- 
bo  les  it  may  become  arrested  by  the  epiphysis  or  cartilage,  and 
the  ends  of  the  bones  and  the  joints  escaping;  but  in  periotitis, 
however,  such  a  result  is  not  always  secured,  for  the  synovial  mem- 
branes of  a  joint  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  peri- 
ostium, and  inflammation  may  spread  in,  or  pus  burrow  beneath 
this  membrane. 

The  diseases  of  bones  are  considered  as  inflammatory  affections 
with  its  modifications,  tumors  of  bone,  atrophy,  hypertrophy,  rick- 
ets, etc. 

I  thus  briefly  mention  these  anatomical  and  pathological  points 
so  as  to  more  easily  consider  the  case  that  I  now  present: 

Case.  On  January  20th,  1886,  was  called  tp  visit  Mr.  C, 
aged  49  years.  Patient  was  suffering  from  an  attack  of  rheuma- 
tism and  also  some  dyspnoea  and  a  general  debility.  The  dys- 
ncea  seemed  to  result  from  a  missed  beat  of  the  heart,  ranging 
from  1  in  8  to  10,  to  1  in  100;  some  he  days  perceived  no  trouble 
with  the  heart.     During  my  visit,  patient  remarked  that   he  had 
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some  pain  in  the  shin  bone  at  times,  and  that  last  fail  he  tiad  a 
hard  time  with  it.  My  reply  was  that  it  was  periostitis  and  some  • 
times  we  cut  down  to  the  bone  to  ease  it. 

I  prescribed  the  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  with  compound  syrup 
of  hypophosphites,  and  a  little  digitalis,  to  be  taken  when  the  heart 
troubled  him.  He  began  to  improve  rapidly,  and  I  thought  m\ 
reputation  was  established  then,  for  every  one  seemed  to  know 
him,  and  he  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption 
by  all  his  friends,  and  so  diagnosed  by  a  homoepathic  physician., 
as  he  had  coughed  very  much  last  fali,  but  1  tailed  to  rind  any 
tubercular  trouble  or  any  cough.  He  was  soon  out  and  attending 
to  business.  As  soon,  however,  as  he  began  to  gain  in  general 
health,  the  pains  began  to  increase  in*  the  middle  third  of  the 
right  tibia.  Inspection  revealed  nosigns  of  disease;  the  painful 
limb  was  in  appearance  no  different  from  the  sound  member,  but 
the  pains  were  very  severe  and  much  worse  at  night,  and  1  will 
mention  this  peculiar  fact,  that  Sunday  was  al.:,o  a  bad  day  with 
him.     It  seemed  as  though  exercise  gave  relief  rather    than  pain. 

In  seeking  the  history  of  this  case  I  could  hardly  attribute  the 
cause  to  any  particular  injury  or  disease.  About  a  year  and  a 
half  ago,  the  patient  stepped  on  the  edge  of  a  small  board,  which 
so  turned  with  him  as  to  sprain  the  ankie  of  this  leg,  but  this  was 
easily  cured  by  simple  remedies  and  rest.  A  few  months  after 
this  was  the  first  pain  he  ever  had  in  the  tibia,  but  external  appli- 
cations relieved  him.  Last  fall  he  suffered  a  much  longer  time 
with  the  attack.  In  the  winter  he  had  another  attack,  just  previous 
t )  the  time  I  first  saw  him,  and  this  spring  his  suffering  was  great- 
er than  ever  before. 

I  at  once  put  him  upon  iodide  of  potassium,  internally,  and  tr. 
of  iodine  externally,  which  relieved  him  for  a  time;  but  the  pains 
soon  came  on  as  bad  as  ever,  and  the  exacerbations  at  night  wete 
intense.  I  prescribed  large  doses  of  saiicin,  with  only  temporary 
relief;  salicylate  of  soda  did  not  help  any  that  I  could  see;  wine 
of  colchicum  helped  some;  ten  drops  of  laudanum  at  night  would 
usually  secure  about  two  hours  rest.  Many  external  applications 
were  used,  among  them,  hot  water,  cold  water,  liniments  etc., 
which  would  sometimes  relieve  the  pain,  and  again  .hey  would 
seem  to  increase  his  suffering.  The  oleate  of  morphia  applied  on 
lint  and  covered  with  oil  silk,  kept  him  free  from  pain  for  nearly 
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two  weeks,  but  it  soon  failed.  Finally  he  consented  to  an  opera- 
tion, and  to  satisfy  him  I  consulted  Dr.  Andros,  of  Mitchell,  who 
advised  cutting  down  to  the  bone.  1  made  an  incision  about  sev- 
en inches  long  down  to  the  bone,and  found  the  periostium  thick- 
ened about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  the  line  of  the  incision,  and 
about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  on  each  side.  There  were  no  other 
abnormal  appearances,  no  pus  or  softened  shell  of  bone,  and  the 
periostium  was  firmly  adherent.  1  made  a  few  cross  cuts  to  relieve 
tension.  After  the  operation  he  had  no  more  pain  in  the  old  spot, 
but  suffered  much  with  pain  in  the  hip,  knee  and  ankle,  and  in 
the  gastrocnemius  muscle;  but  this  was  plainly  of  a  rheumatic  na- 
ture, changing  its  position  frequently.  These  pains  were  very 
stubborn,  and  would  yield  to  treatment  but  slowh^. 

The  cicatrix  is  now  adherent  to  the  bone,  and  very  recently  the 
patient  has  felt  some  pai.i  in  a  central  portion  of  the  old  cut. 
There  has  never  been  the  slightest  discharge,  or  any  evidence  of 
pus,  and  the  leg  is  but  very  slightly  enlarged  over  this  part. 

I  should  be  p leased  to  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  my  hearers, 
as  to  prognosis  or  plan  of  treatment. 


Statistics  of  3,036  Cases  of  Labor. 

[Eead  by  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  before  the  Philadelphia  Obstetrioal  Society.] 

In  the  "Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania"  for'1863,  may  be  found  an  article  headed  "Mid- 
wifery in  the  Country,"  in  which  are  drawn  statistics  from  2,387 
consecutive  cases  of  labor,  to  which  are  now  added  649  cases, 
making  in  all  3,036  cases  with  3,087  children.  Head  presenta- 
tions (vertex)  3,012;  breech,  including  knees"  and  feet,  58; 
shoulder  and  arm,  5;  face  12.  Twins  in  51  cases.  Ergot  was 
used  in  189  cases  in  first  series.  Forceps  were  used  twenty- 
eight  times  in  the  first  2,387  cases  and  thirty-one  times  in  the 
last  649  cases.  Version  was  performed  twice  in  the  last  series. 
One  primipara  was  52  years  of  age.  Puerperal  convulsions  in 
eight  cases;  all  recovered.  There  was  a  total  of  190  cases  in 
sjrhich  the  children  were  born   before    the    doctor   arrived,  and  in 
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which  the  mothers  did  well  under  nature's  management,  and 
were  saved  the  fright  and  suffering  which,  if  Crede  had  been 
present,  would  have  resulted  frcm  his  fears  of  haemorrhage,  his- 
rush  of  one  hand  into  the  vagina  the  moment  after  the  child  was 
born,  and  the  grasping,  squeezing  and  forcing  down  of  the 
womb  by  the  other  hand  on  the  tender,  sore  abdomen,  to  say 
nothing  of  having  that  heavy  hand  pressing  on  a  tight  bandage 
for  two  honrs  more,  in  accordance  with  regulation  orders. 

In  the  practice  of  this  art  I  have  not  followed  the  require- 
ments of  the  times.  I  have  considered  labor  a  natural  process, 
and  that  my  duty  consisted  in  awaiting  the  action  of  the  pa- 
tient's forces;  not  setting  them  aside  and  myself  usurping  the 
duties  which  the  natural  efforts  would  have  performed  without 
difficulty;  but  coming  to  my  patient's  aid  only  when  her  forces 
seemed  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  their  duties.  I  have 
learned  that  the  forceps  are  used  very  often  —  many, 
many  times  oftener  in  proportion  to  number  of  cases 
than  twenty  years  ago,  and  that  this  is  done  in  the 
early  part  of  the  labor;  not  because  nature  is  inad- 
equate to  the  work,  but  because  as  the  physician  had  never  hurt 
himself  by  using  the  instrument  and  wished  to  get  away  speedi- 
ly, as  he  had  other  patients  who  needed  attention;  and  though 
the  condition  of  the  lying-in  woman  would  well  have  permitted 
him  to  visit  his  other  patients  and  return  in  time  to  aid  her  if 
she  needed  aid,  still  he  would  not  do  it,  through  fear  that  the 
child  might  be  born  in  his  absence  or  some  other  doctor  be 
called  in  his  place.  The  graduate  of  a  month  can  never  use  the 
forceps  and  all  the  other  swift,  sure  means  of  speedy  delivery, 
without  hurting  his  hands  or  spraining  his  back;  of  course  the 
sufferings  and  fate  of  the  woman  were  of  secondary  importance. 
Being  anxious  to  learn  all  about  the  advances  in  midwifery  1 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  American  Gynecological  Associa- 
tion in  Philadelphia,  a  few  years  ago.  There  I  heard  from  the 
mouth  of  more  than  one  eminent  gynecologist- — men  greater 
than  midwives— "Every  year  I  use  the  forceps  more  frequently 
than  before."  There,  too,  I  was  amazed  to  learn,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  those  speakers,  how  common  were  the  cases  of  lacera- 
tion of  the  cervix  and  perineum;  so  numerous,  indeed,  that  when 
[Concluded  on  page  22.] 
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Dakota  Hospital  For  The  Insane. 

While  at  Yankton  attending  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Dakota  Medical  Society,  we  visited  the  Dakota  Hospital  For  The 
Insane,  located  in  the  suburbs  of  that  city.  We  have  visited 
many  institutions  of  a  similar  nature  in  the  States,  and  feel  proud 
of  the  fact  that  the  Dakota  asylum  ranks  second  to  none  in  its 
management  and  fittings.  Every  measure  is  taken  to  insure  the 
comfort  of  its  inmates,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Cravensr 
who  is  emphatically  "the  right  man  in  the  right  place". 

This  institution  was  first  opened  for  the  care  of  the  insane,  with 
a  capacity  for  36  patients,  in  a  small  frame  structure,  April  12thr 
1879;  previous  to  which,  the  insane  of  Dakota  were  cared  for  in 
Minnesota  and  Iowa.  April  2nd,  1882,  the  building  was  burned 
and  five  of  its  unfortunate  inmates  perished  in  the  flames. 

Fortunately  the  east  wing  of  the  present  building  was  nearly; 
completed,  and  the  surviving  patients  were  removed  to  it. 

The  present  building  is  a  brick  structure,  with  an  iron  roof;  it 
consists  of  a  main  building,  54  by  70  feet,  three  stories,  basement 
and  attic,-occupied  by  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  institution 
and  an  east  and  a  west  wing,  each  125  by  38  feet.  The  Hospital 
will  accommodate  120  patients,  being  divided  into  six  wards  with. 
a  capacity  of  twenty  patients  each;  it  is  heated  by  steam  and  sup- 
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plied  with  water  from  an  artesian  well.  Of  the  640  acres  belong- 
ing to  the  institution,  200  acres  are  under  fine  cultivation. 

Ten  acres  are  cultivated  as  a  vegetable  garden,  affording  all 
vegetables  needed  for  the  asylum;  live  teams  are"  worked  on  the 
land  and  thirty  cows  are  milked,  supplying  the  inmates  with  an 
abundance  of  pure  fresh  milk.  The Hospital,-including  laundry, 
engine  house,  farm  etc.,  cost  £135,600.00. 

Since  the  Hospital  was  first  opened,  473  patients  have  been  re- 
ceived: there  are  at  the  present  time, -July  27  1886,-132  patients 
receiving  treatment  in  the  Hospital.  The  work  of  beautifying 
is  begun,  shade  and  ornamental  tress  are  planted,  and  it.willsoon 
be  a  place  where  the  unfortunates  can  bask  in  the  shade  in  sum- 
mer's heat.  The  beautiful  drives  as  now  laid  out;  deserve  special 
mention;  altogether  it  is  a  place  where  the  friends  of  those  with 
''minds  diseased"  can  send  them  with  the  assurance  that  all  will 
be  done  that  medical  science,  and  tender  care  can  render  the  un- 
fortunates. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  of  the  Delegates 
from  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society  to  the  thirty -sev- 
enth annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  St. 
Louis.  Mo.,  May  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th,  1886,  touching  the  reject- 
ion of  said  delegat  e  Judicial  Council;  and  not  having  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  said  meeting,  and  consequent- 
ly having  only  exparti  testimony,  we  shall  defer  forming  or  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  on  the  premises,  urttill  we  have  fully  exam- 
ined the  testimony  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 


The  loss  of  time  incident  to  moving  and  getting  settled  in  our 
new  office  is  our  reason  for  being  late  this  month.  It  will  be  our 
endeavor  to  furnish  fresh  excuses,  often  enough  for  variety.  At 
least  we  would  prefer  not  to  be  obliged  to  bring  this  one  forward 
again  right  away;  however,  we  will  promise  nothing  on  that  score 
t;ll  some  one  pays  this  quarter's  rent. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF.  15 


Dakota    South  Central  Medical  Society. 

The  third  regular  meeting  of  the  D  .&.  C.  Medical  Society  con- 
vened at  the  office  of  Drs.  Tracy  &  Halverson,  Mitchell,  August 
8,  1886,  at  1:30  p.  m.  Upon  motion  Dr.  Allen,  of  Wolsey,  was 
seated  as  a  member  by  invitation.  Committee  on  constitution 
and  by-laws  having  been  retained  from  the  last  meeting  com- 
pleted their  report  by  presenting  by-laws  and  fee  bill,  which 
were  adopted  and  committee  discharged.  The  fee  bill  was 
ordered  printed  and  copies  furnished  to  each  member  of  the  So- 
ciety. A  committee  on  publication  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Drs.  Halverson,  Ogden  and  Tracy.  Dr.  Ogden,  of  Woon- 
socket,  read  a  paper  on  Chronic  Ncn-suppurative  Periostitis  and 
presented  an  h-teresting  case  of  deformity  of  chest;  Dr.  Andros 
read  a  paper  on  Cholera  Infantum.  Both  papers  were  referred, 
to  the  committee  on  publication  and  ordered  by  committee  to  be 
published  in  The  Dakota  Medical  Brief.  Dr.  Allen  reported 
h  case  of  nasal  polipi  which  excited  s  rnie  discussion. 

On  motion    the   Society    adjourned    to    meet  at  same  place  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 


We  have  received  No.  3  of  the  Journal  of  Reconstructive^. 
Jt  is  a  Journal  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  practitioners 
of  medicine,  particularly  the  younger  members  of  the  profession. 
It  tills  an  important  vacuum  in  medical  journalism. 

Also  No.  4  of  Vol.  I  of  "Progress"  a  journal  published  by  Dud- 
ley S.  Reynolds,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Louisville  Ky.  It  is  a  well  conduct- 
ed journal,    rilled    with  interesting  matter,  unique  in  design,  ably 
edited  and  we  predict  for  it  an  extensive   and    deserved    circula- 
tion among  the  profession. 

Also  the  Ogle  County  Medical  Quarterly,  a  very  neat  and 
attractive  little  journal  published  by  the  Ogle  County  Medical 
Association  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.;  W.  T.  Speaker,  M.  D.,  editor. 

We  mention  the  above  journals  particularly,  as,  like  the 
Dakota  Medical  Brief,  they  are  yet  in  their  infantile  "long 
dresses." 
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It  is  possible  that  there  are  still  &few  physicians  who  have 
not  yet  availed  themselves  of  the  rare  advantages  afforded  by 
being  a  subscriber  to  the  Bkief.  To  such  we  would  say* 
Do  not  be  down-hearted,  there  is  still  hope.  Send  in  your  sub- 
scription any  time  (soon)  and  we  will  try  to  find  a  copy  of  each 
issue  for  you. 

Egotism  Extraordinary. — "I  cannot  say  whether  it  will  be 
a  success  or  not:  [because]  I  shall  not  be  there.  You  will  set- 
very  fewT  distinguished  persons  [like  me]  there."  so  wrote  the 
anonymous  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Medical  J Record. 
For  modestv  it  takes  the  confectionary.  If  somebody  would 
stick  a  peacock's  feather  in  the  seat  of  this  fellow's  trowsers 
doubtless  he  would  strut  himself  to  death  and  the  fool-killer 
would  be  spared  a  small  job,  and  there  would  be  a  vacancy  in 
the  immortal  one  hundred.     Daniel's  Texas  Mt<li<-<tl  .Journal. 

The  International  Medical  Congress.  Our  latest  infor- 
mation is  to  the  effect  that  the  arrangements  for  the  great  Inter- 
national Cono-ress  at  Washington  are    progressing"  favorably.      In 

O  O  i         O  O 

the  case  of  many  of  our  European  brethren  the  occasion  of  a 
visit  to  the  United  States  will  be  a  unique  one  in  their  lives. 
We  have  not  vet  reached  that  familiarity  with  the  Atlantic 
which  is  such  an  attainment  in  our  American  brothers: 

Qui  siccis  oculig  monstra  natantia, 
Qui  vidit  mare    turgidum, 

Nevertheless,  many  on  this  side  are  anxious  to  return  the  visits 
><>  generously  made  from  the  other.  And  whatever  the  discom- 
forts of  the  voyage  or  the  severity  of  the  inal  de  mer,  we  are 
likely  to  have  the  advantage  of  much  brotherly  a-sistance  and 
advice.  It  may  mark  a  new  era  in  the  treatment  of  sea-sickness. 
wdien  so  many  zealous  physicians  and  surgeons  are  set  in  com- 
petition for  their  own  relief.  Be  this  as  it  may,  great  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  in  Washington  and  elsewhere,  and  it  only 
remains  for  Europe  to  see  that  the  guests  are  forthcoming.  It  is 
the  great  element  in  all  such  gatherings  that  they  be  well  ^fur- 
nished with  guests,1'  and  we  would  now  urge  the  profession  and 
its  leaders  that  they  will  do  a  great  service  by  an  early  decision 
to  attend,  and  still  more  by  an  early  intimation  of  it  to  those 
concerned.  There  are  American  physicians  who  have  visited 
England  annually  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  on  rare  occasions 
perhaps  more  than  once  in  the  year.  The  late  Dr.  Flint,  whose 
absence  will  be  acutely  felt  at  Brighton  this  year  and  at  Wash- 
ington next,  had  come  of  late  years  t<>  think  nothing  so  refresh- 
ing as  a  run  to  the  old  home  of  his  forefathers.  Let  us  recipro- 
cate the  compliment  on  this  high  occasion,  and  make  the  very 
Atlantic  the  measure  of  our  desire  to  cultivate  international 
science  and  friendship. — Lancet,  -I"!;/  24,  1886. 
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International  Medical  Congress. 

The  following  extracts  from  ''Circular  No.  2"  will  undoubtedly 
be  of  sufficient  interest  to  some  of  our  readers  to  warrant  their  pub- 
lication in  this  issue: 

The  Ninth  International  Congress  will  assemble  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  the  Capital  of  the  United  States,  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1887,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  in  accordance  with  the  arrange- 
ments made  at  Copenhagen  in  August,  1884. 

Patrons. — The  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Hon.  Grover 

Cleveland;  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Hon.   Thomas  F.   Bayard; 

the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the   Hon.  John 

Sherman;  the  Speaker  of    the    House    of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States,  the  Hon.  John  G.  Carlisle. 

President. — Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  LL.  I'.,  Professor  of  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine, 
Chicago  Medical  College,  and  of  Mercy  Hospital,  Chicago,  111. 

Secretary-General. — John  B.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  Supervising 
Surgeon- General  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service; 
Professor  of  Surgery,  Georgetown  University,  D.  C;  Professor 
of  Surgery,  Chicago  Policlinic. 

Treasurer.— E.  S.  F.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  Newport, 
Rhode  Island. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. — Richard  J.  Dunglison, 
M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee.— Henry  H.  Smith,  M. 
1).,  LL.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. — A.  Y.  P. 
Garnett,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine,  Colum- 
bia University,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Associate  Secretaries  of  the  Congress. — William  B.  Atkinson, 
M.  D.}  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  G.  B.  Harrison,  M.  D., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Congress  will  consist  of  such  members  of  the  Regular 
Medical  Profession  as  shall  have  registered  and  taken  out  their 
ticket  of  admission,  and  of  such  other  Scientific  men  as  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Congress  shall  deem  it  desirable  to 
admit.  The  books  for  the  Registration  of  Members  will  be  open 
from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  September  1,  1887,  and  on 
each  subsequent  day  during  the  Session,  under  the  charge  of  the 
"  Reception  Committee.'1''  Any  member  desiring  to  anticipate 
this  Registration  can  apply  by  letter  to  the  Secretary-General 
and  forward  his  dues,  with  his  address  in  full,  when  a  receipt 
will  be  returned. 
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The  dues  of  Membership  for  residents  of  the  United  States 
will  be  Ten  dollors  ($10).  There  will  be  no  dues  for  members 
residing  in  other  countries.  Each  member  will  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  copy  of  the  "Transactions"  of  the  Congress,  when  pub- 
lished by  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  General  Sessions  of  the  Congress  will  be  devoted  to  the 
transaction  of  business  and  Addresses  and  communications  of 
general  scientific  interest,  by  members  appointed  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  A  printed  •'Programme"  of  the  Sessions  will 
be  presented  to  each  member  on  registering.  A  printed  ''Order 
of  Business"  for  each  day  will    also    be  issued. 

The  work  of  the  various  Sections  will  be  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  Sections,  and  the  order  will  be  published  in  a 
daily  Programme  for  each  Section.  Questions  and  topics  that 
have  been  agreed  on  for  discussion  in  the  Sections  shall  be  in- 
troduced by  members  previously  designated  by  the  titular  offi- 
cers of  each  Section.  Membe*rs  who  have  been  appointed  to 
open  discussions  shall  present  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Section. 
in  advance,  statements  of  the  conclusions  which  thev  have 
formed  as  a  basis  for  the  debate. 

Brief  abstracts  of  Papers  to  be  read  in  the  Sections  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  proper  Section  on  or  before 
April  30,  1887.  These  abstracts  shall  be  treated  as  confidential 
communications,  and  shall  not  be  published  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Congres.--,.  Papers  relating  to  topics  not  included  in  the 
lists  of  subjects  proposed  by  the  Officers  of  the  Sections,  may  be 
accepted  after  April  30,  1887,  and  any  member  wishing  to  intro- 
duce a  topic  not  on  the  regular  list  of  subjects  for  discussion, 
shall  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary-General  at  least 
twenty-one  days  before  the  opening  of  the  Congress.  The 
titular  officers  of  each  Section  shall  decide  as  to  the  acceptance 
of  such  proposed  communications,  and  the  time  for  their  present- 
ation. No  communication  shall  be  received  which  has  been 
already  published  or  read  before  a  Society. 

The  official  languages  of  the  Congress  shall  be  English, 
French  and  German.  Each  paper  or  address  shall  be  printed  in 
the  "^  Transactions"  in  the  language  in  which  it  was  presented. 
Preliminary  abstracts  of  papers  and  addresses  shall  also  be 
printed  in  the  language  in  which  each  is  to  be  delivered.  All 
discussions  shall  be  printed  in  English. 

The  officers  of  the  Congress  and  the  officers  of  the  Sections, 
including  all  Foreign  officers,  will  be  nominated  to  the  Congress 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  at  the  opening  of  the  first  Session. 
A  partial  list  of  the  officers  to  be  nominated  (except  the  mem- 
bers of  Council  of  the  different  Sections,  the  list  of  whom  is 
at  present  imperfect),   is  offered    herewith. 
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The  Executive  Committee  cordially  invite  members  of  the 
regular  medical  profession,  and  men  eminent  in  the  sciences 
(collateral  to  medicine,  in  all  countries,  to  participate,  in  person 
or  by  papers,  in  the  work  of  this  great  humanitarian  assembly. 
Communications  relating  to  appointments  for  papers  to  be  read 
in  the  Congress  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton, 
Secretary-General  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  All  questions  or  communi- 
cations connected  with  the  business  of  the  Executive  Committee 
should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Henry  H.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Ninth  international  Medical  Con- 
gress, Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania-  Gentlemen  named  in  any 
position  in  the  Congress  are  requested  to  notify  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  as  soon  as  practicable,  of  any  error  in 
the  name,  title  or  address  in   this  circular. 

Ladies  in  attendance  with  members  of  the  Congress,  and 
those  invited  by  the  "Reception  Committee,"  may  attend  the 
General  Sessions  of  the  Congress  when  introduced  by  a  member. 
They  will  also  be  invited  to  attend  the  Social  Receptions.  The 
Executive  Committee  reserves  the  rkfht  to  invite  distinguished 
persons  to  any  or  all  the  meetings  of  the  Congress.  The  attend- 
ance of  Medical  Students  and  others  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  various  Sections  or  in  the  general  addresses  delivered  in  the 
Congress,  will  be  permitted,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Sec- 
retary-General  or  the  officers  of  a  Section,  on  their  taking  out 
from  the  Registration  Committee  a  general  ticket  of  admission, 
fee  one  dollar  (#1 );  but  such  persons  cannot  take  part  in  the 
proceedings. 

All  communications  and  questions  relating  to  the  special  busi- 
ness of  any  Section,  must  be  addressed  to  the  President  or  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  that  Section.  As  many  details  of  the  Congress 
and  numerous  appointments  of  officers  are  yet  to  be  completed, 
other  circulars  will  l>e  issued  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances 
fcnay  demand. 
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Miscellaneous. 

"Anyone  can  make  wonderful    cures,  if  he   can  have  the  nam- 
ing of  the  disease  without  criticism.'* — Prof.  P.  T.  Edes. 

Disguising  the  Taste  of  Iodide  of  Potassium. — This  reme- 
dy, which  has  a  disagreeable  and  acrid  taste,  may  be  rendered 
comparatively  palatable,  according  to  one  of  our  exchanges,  by 
dispensing  it  in  a  syrup  made  from  the  juice  of  gooseberries. — 
Dew»er  Medical  Times. 

"Orii  forefathers  fooled  a  long  time  with  biliousness  to  justify 
calomel. 

Hepatic    doctors  now  art*  *een  no  more. 
The  hunt  for  bile  has  long  been  given  o'er: 
Whoever  would  a  reputation  make. 
Deserts  the  bile,  the  bugs  to  overtake 

-Dr.  Deioey,  in  Keytesville  Democratic  Print. 

Hanau  has    recently    made    some    important   experiments  and 

discoveries  with  regard  to  the  physiology  of  the  intestinal  juice, 
He  finds  that  when  the  nerves  running  beside  the  vessels  in  the 
mesentery  to  the  small  intestine  are  cut,  there  soon  ensues  a 
profuse  secretion  of  the  intestinal  fluids.  The  quantity  given  off 
may  reach  one-twelfth  of  the  body  weight  and  the  animal  dies 
with  all  the  symptons  of  Asiatic  cholera.  The  results  of  this 
experiment  lend  further  support  to  the  view  that  vaso-motor  dis- 
turbances and  uraemia  play  the  principal  parts  in  cholera. 
fitorth  western    Lancet. 


Mercurial  Disinfection  of  Rooms. — Professor  Rouig 
recommends  that  in  epidemics  of  cholera,  typhoid,  small  pox, 
etc.,  the  chambers  which  have  been  occupied  by  the  patients 
should  be  disinfected  by  means  of  fumes  of  corrosive  subHmate 
in  the  following  manner:  The  room  is  closed  and  a  vessel  of 
live  coals  placed  in  the  middle.  Upon  this  fire  about  two 
ounces  of  sublimate  is  thrown,  and  the  room  is  not  opened  for 
three  or  four  hours.  The  most  careful  covering  up  of  mouth 
and  nose  is  necessary  on  entering  to  open  the  windcws.  After 
free  ventilation  has  been  continued  for  several  hours  the  remain- 
ing traces  of  mercury  may  be  rendered  innocuous  by  fumigating 
with  sulphur. — London  Lancet. 
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Can  a  Man  have  a  Female  Complaint? — A  young  man 
entered  the  Dispensary  of  the  Chicago  Policlinic  recently,  and 
going  up  to  the  clerk  held  out  one  of  the  Dispensary  circulars 
with  the  question:  "Say!  isn't  this  the  hour  for  diseases  of 
women?"  The  clerk  answered  in  the  affirmative,  when  the  young 
man  said:  "Well,  I've  got  a  disease  of  a  woman  and  want  to 
he  treated." — Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Milk  Poisoning  at  Long  Branch. — An  out-break  of  illness 
from  bad  milk  has  recently  occurred  at  Long  Branch  in  the 
Ocean  Wave  Hotel.  A  large  number  of  the  guests  and  attaches 
were  made  ill,  suffering  from  vomiting  ar-d  purging.  The  pro- 
prietor was  able  to  trace  the  trouble  to  milk,  which  had  become 
stale  on  the  dealer's  hands,  and  to  which  he  had  added  chemicals 
to  preserve  or  freshen   it. 

Nebraska  State  Medical  Society. — At  the  late  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing 
vear  were  elected: 

President,  Richard  C.  Moore,  M.  D.,  of  Omaha;  1st  Vice- 
President,  Milton  Lane,  M.  D.,  of  Lfticoln;  2d  Vice-President, 
N.  E.  Donaldson,  M.  D.,  of  North  Platte;  Cor.  Sec,  H.  B.  Low- 
rey,  M.  D.,  of  Lincoln;  Rec.  Sec,  A.  S.  von  Mansfelde,  M.  D., 
of  Ashland. 

The  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Col- 
leges.— At  a  metting  of  the  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health  on 
July  12,  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 

Resolved:  That  in  the  future  a  percentage  of  graduates  to 
matriculates  of  forty-five  (45)  or  over,  will  be  grounds  for  refusal 
of  registration  of  diploma  and  issuing  of  certificate  to  graduates 
of  a  school  otherwise  in  good  standing;  provided,  howrever,  that 
before  such  action  is  taken  by  this  Board,  the  said  school  whose 
•  liploma  is  presented  for  registration,  shall  be  notified  and  an 
opportunity  be  given  the  faculty  thereof  for  satisfactory  explana- 
tion to  the  State  Board  of  Health.    -Jour,  of  the  Am.  Med.  Ass'n. 


ERRATUM. — After  14th  line,  page  5,  insert  Dr.  Haggard  con. 
tinues. 
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coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  advocates  of  the  frequent  use  of  the 
forceps  were  teachers  of  midwifery  and  also  eminent  surgecns, 
shillful  to  "repair"  these  lacerations,  and  that  these  repairs 
brought  large  remunerations  to  the  surgeons,  I  was  dazed,  1 
knew  not  what  to  say.  1  could  not  believe  it  possible  that  the 
earnest  gentleman  before  could  have  conspired  to  teach  this  rush- 
ing plan  of  delivery  in  order  that  lacerations  should  be  produced, 
so  that  the  business  of  repairing  should  be  brisk  and  profitable. 
It  was  pleasant,  a  few  months  later,  to  hear  that  the  eminent  gy- 
necologist Dr.  Goodell,  attributed  the  great  increase  of  lacera- 
tions to  the  use  of  the  forceps,  and  earnestly  denounced  their  in- 
discriminate employment. —  Jour,  of  the  Am.  Med.  Ass^n. 


Salol. — 'Professor  von  Xenvki,  of  Berne,  has  discovered  a 
new  antiseptic,  to  which  he  has  applied  this  -name.  It  is  a 
Avhitish  aromatic  substance,  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in 
alcohol.  It  is  highly  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  the  sali- 
cylate of  sodium  in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism,  as  it  is 
alleged  that  it  does  not  cause  nausea  and  other  unpleasant  effects 
of  the  latter  salt,  and  is  more  rapid  in  its  action.  It  is  a  valua- 
ble antipyretic  in  phthisis.  As  an  antiseptic  it  is  said  to  be  of 
value  in  the  treatment  of  intestinal  catarrh,  typhoid  fever,  and 
cholera.  From  the  fact  that  it  prevents  urine  from  decomposing, 
it  is  suggested  as  a  local  application  in  vesical  catarrh.  As  a 
powder  suitable  for  sprinkling  over  wounded  and  ulcerated  sur- 
faces it  is  said  to  possess  all  the  antiseptic  properties  of  iodoform 
without  its  disagreeable  odor.- — N~.    Y.  Medical  Journal. 


The  Third  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Dakota  Central 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  DeSmet,  Dakota,  commencing 
September  6th,  1886,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  in  Central  Dakota  will  be  rep- 
resented at  this  meeting.  As  this  meeting  occurs  on  the  first 
day  of  the  Territorial  Fair  at  Huron,  physicians  can  attend  both 
on  the  same  trip.  It  is  expected  that  all  railroads  will  return 
those  who  attend  and  get  certificate  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  at  one-fifth  fare. 

Officers: — President,  A.  J.  Dickinson,  M.  D.;  Vice-President, 
G.  W.  Moody,  M.  D.;  Treasurer,  L.  A.  Potter,  M.  D.;  Secretarv, 
W.  B.  Steere,  M.  D. 

Executive  Committee: — R.  A.  Cushman,  M.  D.,  DeSmet;  G. 
J.  Coller,  M.  D.,  Brookings;  W.  H.  Lane,  M.  D.,  Miller. 
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The  next  regular  meeting-  of  the  Dakota  South  Central  Med- 
teal  Society  will  be  held  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Tracy  &  Halverson, 
Mitchell,  at  2  p.  m.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  1886. 

Short  advertisements  of  Practices  Wanted,  For  Sale  etc.,  free  to  subscribers- 

ft®  f  ©tf  a  Skate  if ©Ileal  Sepapf  ep§Aiivemonth- 

4  i  P  Jjm  JL\    I  ly  Journal  of 

Medicine    and   Surgery,    containing    all    the   latest  medical  news.     $2  per 
annum 

We  will  send  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Reporter  and  the  DAKOTA  MEDI- 
CAL BRIEF  to  one  address  one  year  for  $2  50. 

HllLi^ll        A  Pract*ce  in  a  g°°d  locality  in  the    North.      Preferably 
|*w»_tgvyt^     in  Dakota.      Am  originally  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and 
wish  to  move  north  again.     Address, 

C.  ADAMS  SHEELEY,  M.  D., 

Melissa,  Collin  County,  Texas 


A  growing  practice  in    a    thriving   town    in 
e    the  far  famed  Elk    Horn  Valley,    in    North- 
western Nebraska       For  particulars,  address  Box  42 

PLAIN  VIEW,  NEBRASKA. 

I  am  about  to  remwve  to.Ohio  on  account 
^D  of  mutual  relations  and  offer  for  sale,  for 
$1,200  my  office  and  dwelling  house  com- 
bined, consisting  of  five  rooms;  stock  of  medicines,eurgica  instruments,  Beck 
microscope,  combined  battery--18  cell,  air  pumps-force  and  vaccuum.  arm 
and  leg  receivers,  book  and  medicine  cases  aud  tables;  also  household  furn- 
iture if  desired.  Practice  for  the  past  12  months  amounts  to  $2,400;  for 
May.  June  and  July  to  more  than  $700.  W  11  sell  for  part  cash,  with  balance 
on  time  with  security.  Only  two  other  physicians  here,  best  opportunity  I 
know  of  for  a  good  man.  Cit>  has  a  population  of  1550  as  per  last  territor- 
ial census  and  as  soon  as  the  R,  R  starts  for  the  Black  Hills  the  country 
w  ill  increase  in  population  rapidly.  Has  a  Masonic,  an  Odd  Fellows  and  a 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  all  flourishing.  Hae  four  churches,  is  county  seat. 
Would  refer  any  one  desiring  further  information  to  W.  C.  Graybill,  attor- 
ney, or  C.  C.  Morrow,  attorney.  A  fine  people  and  a  good  country.  No  one 
w  nting  »  good  location  and  a  fine  opportunity  can  d  o  better. 
Address 

S.  L.  KISTLER,  M.  D., 

Chamberlain,  Dakota. 


LINCK'S 

Chemically  Pure 

ALT  WjXTRACT 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced 
must  not  be  confounded  with  any  of  the  so-called  "Malt  Extracts"  which 
contain  Carbonic  Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of 
solid  substances.  I'r.  Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acid^ 
and  the  result  of  fermentation,  which  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to 
patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts,  seventy  of  solid  substances, 
absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  obtained  by  a  process 
known  only  to  Dr.  Linck<  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup.  It  is 
manufactured  in  Stuttgart.  Oermany,  under  his  pergonal  supervision  and  is 
far  superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  of  tes- 
timonials from  the  most  celebrated  phys-icians  in  this  country,  Germany 
and  France  .     Write  to  us  for  them, 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

Corner  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  i'aiinaceoua  Food  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredi- 
ents whatsoever  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking, 
making  it  more  easily  digestahle,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way 
infinitely  superior  to  raw  flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of 
the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in  forming  bones,  building  up  the  tissues 
and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been  carefully  preserved,  but  the 
insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been  removed.  Wheat  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the  phoaphates  of  Cal- 
cium. Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen  and  Starch, 
all  of  these  l>eing  important  in  nutrition. 

PREPARED  BY 

+1sCli*:.VH.MCEi  %  JfMILJLER. 

400  North  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Short  tdvsrtisenmta  of  Practice  otc,  WantsJ  or  For  Sale  free  to  subscribers- 


Alive  month- 
ly Journal  of 

Mediciue    and    Surgery,    containing    all    the   latest  medical  news      $2  per 

annum. 

We  will  send  the  Iowa  State  Me>lical  Reporter  and   the  DAKOTA   MEUI. 

(ML   HR1KK  to  one  address  one  year  for  $2  50. 

A  practice  in  a  good* locality  in  the    North.       Preferably 
wk. van-as ^^"ms.       jn  Dakota.      Am  originally  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and 

wish  to  move  north  again.      Address, 

C.  ADAMS  SHEELEY,  M.  D., 

Melissa,  Collin  County,  Texas 


A  growing  practice  in    a    thriving   town    in 
the  far  famed  151k    Horn  Valley,    in    North- 


western Nebraska.      For  particulars,  address  Box  42 


PLAIXVIEW,  NEBRASKA. 


Iltt'fit.sa^-i'/a/*  $nn  Cv  «i1  a        ^  am  aD0Ut  io  remove  to  Ohio  on  account 
'TclGtIG6  101    X'UlC'i    of  mutual  relations  and  offer  for  sale,  for 
VJ  $1,200  my  office  and  dwelling  house    com- 

bined, consisting  of  five  rooms;  si  ock  of  medicines, surgica  instruments,  Beck 
n'icroscope,  combined  hattery-  18  cell,  air  pump*-  force  and  vaccuum.  arm 
and  leg  receivers  book  and  me<iicine  cases  aud  tables:  also  household  furn- 
iture if  desired.  Practice  for  the  pnst  12  months  amounts  to  $2,400:  for 
May,  June  and  July  to  more  than  $700.  W  11  sell  for  partcash,  with  balance 
on  time  with  security.  Only  two  other  physicians  here,  best  opportunity  I 
know  of  for  a  good  man.  Cit  has  a  population  of  1550  as  per  last  territor- 
ial cens  .s  and  as  ^oon  as  the  R,  R  starts  for  the  Black  Hills  the  country 
u  ill  increase  in  population  rapidly.  lias  a  Masonic,  un  Odd  Fellows  and  a 
Knights  of  L'ythias  lodge,  all  flourishing.  Has  four  churches,  is  county  seat. 
Would  refer  any  one  desiring  further  information  to  W.  C.  Graybill,  attor- 
ney, or  C.  C.  Morrow,  attorney.  A  fine  people  and  a  good  country.  No  one 
v\  nting  a  good  location  and  a  fine  opportunity  can  do  better. 
Address 

S.  L.  KISTLER,  M.  D., 

Chamberlain,  Dakota. 


They  had 
had  gradualh 


joined  the  ladies  after  dinrier,    and  the   conversation 
turned  to  matters  dramatic  and  from  thence  to  dis- 


turbances during  a  performance.  "Do  you  know?"  said  the  host- 
ess, "1  think  children  at  the  theatre  are  a  nuisance.  I  was  at 
Wallack's  the  other  night  and  a  woman  had  a  baby  in  the  par- 
(mette  "  And  then  the  sleepy  one  in  the  corner  awoke  and  ex- 
claimed, "Dear  me,  how  awfully  embarrassing;  but!  suppose 
there    was  a  doctor  there. " 


MITCHELL.  DAKOTA 


Rev.  Wm.  Brush,  d.  d.,       Pres't  and  Prof,  of  Moral  and  Mental  Philosopl 

Feed.  C.  Eastman,  a.  b.,  Professor    of  Greek  and  Latin. 

T.  A.  l)r\i  \x,  a.  M.,  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Estmax,  ph.  b.,        Preceptress  and  Prof,  of  History  and  English. 

E.  S.  Mashbir,  a.  }r..  Professor  of  Gerir.an. 

Key.  I.  A.  Siiaxtox,  Principal  of  Commercial  Department. 

Miss  Laura  Wright,  Instructor  of  Instrumental  Music. 


Calendar  Fun  1886-7. 

Fall  Term  Commences  Sept,  21  and  Closes  Dec.  23. 

Winte/  Term  Commences  Jan.  5  and  Closes  Mar.  31. 

Spring  Term  Commences  Apr.  6  and  Closes  June  23, 
Commencement  June  23. 
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THE  TREATMENT  OF  FEVERS. 


BY    E.  A.  FISHER,  M.   I).,  LONG  PRAIRIE,  MINX. 


While  a  large  proportion  of  the  medical  profession  have  near- 
ly or  quite  abandoned  the  use  of  quinine  in  the  treatment  of  the 
various  forms  of  fever,  there  are  still  many  who  persist  in  the  use 
of  the  old  time  doses.  Empyrical  knowledge  proves  quinine  to 
possess  but  feeble  antipyretic  qualities  unless  given  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  produce  other  decided  systemic  effects,  notably  cerebral 
oppression,  tinnitus  aurum  etc.  Even  granting  the  reliability  of 
the  drug  when  thus  administered,  is  it  not  much  better  to  employ 
a  less  objectionable  though  no  less  reliable  agent?  I  am  confi- 
dent that  no  intelligent  practitioner  who  has  fairly  tested  the  ther- 
apeutic qualities  of  aconite  and  veratrum  will  ever  set  them 
aside   and  return  to  that  much  abused  agent,  quinine. 

I  may  say  here,  however,  that  in  periodic  fevers,  quinine  holds 
first  place;  not  for  its  antipyretic  qualites,  but  rather  as  an  anti- 
dote to  that  systemic  poisoning  from  which  proceeds  the  febrile  dis- 
turbance, with  that  pecular  quality  of  periodicity  which  distin- 
guishes it  from  other  fevers. 

As  to  the  choice  of  aconite  or  veratrum,  the  pulse  furnishes 
an  unerring  guide.  A  full  hard  pulse  demands  the  latter  while 
the  former  should  have  preference  in  the  rapid  light  pulse. 

Then,  too,  we  may  gain  much  by  a  proper  administration.  In- 
stead, of  large  doses  at  long  intervals,  it  will  be  found  much  more 
effective  to  give  small  doses  at  short  intervals.  I  find  half  hour 
intervals  best  in  a  majority  of  cases,  either  lengthening  the  inter- 
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vals  or  reducing  the  quantity  as  the  fever  declines. 

Half  the  usual  quantity  will  suffice  if  thus  adminitteied,  and 
the  easy  letting  down  will  be  unattended  by  any  of  the  dis  agrea- 
ble  symptoms  following  the  use  of  quinine.  I  usually  prepare 
the  medicine  in  presence  of  the  nurse,  who  is  then  charged  t<» 
continue  the  treatment  until  1  otherwise  ordered,  replenishing  the 
mixture  as  needed.  Ten  drops  in  half  a  goblet  of  water  will  giv«' 
half  a  drop  of  medicine  with  each  teaspoonful  taken.  From  this 
basis  it  is  easy  to  prepare  it  of  any  desired  strength,  and  we  thus 
secure  a  decree  of  exactness  not  often  obtained  when  one  or  more 
drops  are  given  from  the  bottle  at  prescribed  intervals. 

In  typhoid  fever  we  can  of  course  only  modify  the  degree  of 
fever,  while  we  attend  to  the  secretions  and  excretions. 

Given  a  well  developed  case  of  typhoid  (which  is  the  stage 
at  which  the  physician  first  sees  most  cases  in  a  country  practice) 
and  I  seldom  make  use  of  any  other  medicine  than  the  following: 

R.  Carbolic  acid  and  tinct.  of  iodine,  of  each  one  drachm.  Mix 
and  mark:  Twenty  drops  in  a  goblet  of  water;  a  teaspoonful  ev- 
ery hour.  Slight  as  this  may  seem,  it  is  marvelous  to  witness  the 
steady  improvement  in  the  coating  of  the  tongue,  the  sordes  on 
the  teeth,  the  annoying  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  the  character  of 
the  dejections.  I  well  remember  with  what  reluctance  1  first  yield- 
ed to  the  opinion  of  an  esteemed  medical  brother  in  trusting  to 
what  seemed  to  me  then  almost  a  criminal  neglect  in  doing  so  lit- 
tle. But  the  sequel  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  advisor;  and  open- 
ed to  me  a  field  of  investigation  which  has  proved  invaluable  to 
me,  and  I  am  confident  has  enabled  me  to  set  more  than  one  pa- 
tient upon  his  feet  who  must  have  ugone  over  to  the  majority"  un- 
der the  old  regime.  Of  course  we  must  by  no  means  neglect  the 
matter  of  diet,  and  when  needed,  give  such  stimulants  as  the  case 
seems  to  demand.  Brief  as  is  this  writing  I  trust  it  may  lead 
some  of  my  medical  brethren  to  a  fair  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  a  more  rational  febrifuge  treatment  than  is  furnished 
by  the  lang  syne  methods. 

"Come  and  let  us  reason  together"  remembering  always  that  we 
labor  not  to  support  any  theory,  ism  or  school,  but  to  combat  dis- 
ease, and  so  far  as  is  given  to  mortals  to  do,  to  stay  the  hand  of 
the  fell  destroyer. 
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//  YDROPHOBIA  INOiJ ULATION. 


Paris,  France,  July  27, 1886. 
Editok  Reporter — D&ar  Doctor:  Thinking  that  your  many 
readers  would  be  pleased  to  have  some  recent  definite  information 
relating  to  M.  Louis  Pasteur's  methods  in  attempting  to  neutralize 
the  poison  of  rabies,  1  assume  the  task  of  reporting  my  visit  to  his 
Laboratory  ami  clinic  which  occurred  on  the  24th  inst.,  Dr.  J.  M. 
Parker,  of  Davenport  accompanying.  Dr.  Pasteur  is  a  most  thor- 
ough scholar,  scientist  and  humanitarian ;  he  received  me  pleas- 
antly and  with  marked  courtesy,  so  characteristic  of  his  country 
and  people,  by  introducing  me  to  all  the  opportunities  for  seeing 
and  studying  his  investigations  and  work.  The  doctor  is  about 
sixty  years  old,  rather  small  in  stature,  dark  complexion,  nervous 
temperament,  weighs  not  far  from  150  pounds  and  withal  very 
agreable  to  both  patient  and  visitor.  Recently,  the  French  gov- 
ernment supplied  him  with  a  new  reception  and  clinic  room. 
The  old  quarters  continue  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  cultivat- 
ing" laboratory.  Patients  congregate  in  his  room,  not  only  from 
France  but  from  all  the  many  countries  of  the  world  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  his  late  discoveries  in  combating  hydrophobia.  The 
important  question  to  be  answered  is,  what  is  the  treatment  and 
Low  it  is  conducted  i  In  theory  and  operation  it  is  not  unlike  the 
principle  underlying  the  action  of  the  vaccine  virus,  altogether 
the  alleged  protective  poison  is  generated  and  introduced  into  the 
system  in  a  different  and  more  difficult  manner.  The  protection 
virus  must  be  obtained  from  an  animal  having  rabies  or  one  which 
was  mad  with  hydrophobia. 

The  hydrophobine,  (my  coinage)  protection  virus  is  cultivated 
in  an  animal,  preferably  a  rabbit,  because  it  is  so  easily  managed. 
The  spinal  cord  is  that  part  of  the  body  tissues  in  which  it  is  found 
that  the  poison  develops  first.  So  the  operator,  who  cultivates  the 
poison,  selects  an  ordinary  sized  rabbit  and  places  him  with  fasten- 
ed sprawling  legs  flat  upon  a  narrow  table,  when  profound  sleep 
is  caused  by  the  use  of  chloroform.  Then  the  operation  for  re- 
producing and  cultivating  hydrophobia  commences.  An  incision 
about  three  inches  long  is  made  longitudinally  in  the  middle  of 
the  long  axis  of  the  skull  down  to  the  bone,  when  the   periostium 
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is  separated  for  a  sufficient  distance — say  about  one  inch,  and  then 
a  small  cylindrical  trephine  is  used  and  a  corresponding  disc  of 
hone  is  removed.  The  parts  being  cleaned  with  a  two  per  cent 
solution  phenique  acid,  a  small  hypodermic  syringe  with  needle 
end  curved  to  a  right  anode  is  loaded  with  the  antidotal  fluid  and 
by  the  hand  of  the  operator  is  pressed  through  the  dura  mater. 
then  the  poison  is  pressed  forward  and  about  ten  drops  of  the 
fluid  are  forced  between  the  membrane  and  the  brain.  The  in- 
strument is  quickly  withdrawn,  parts  cleansed  and  the  opening- 
surfaces  of  the  incised  wound  brought  tog-ether  and  maintained  in 
osition  by  organic  stitches.  The  animal  is  hurried  to  a  basket 
and  soon  recovers  from  the  sleep  and  the  shock  of  the  operation. 
\earlv  all  of  the  rabbits  thus  operated  upon  develope  symptoms 
which  are  diagnosed  as  hydrophobia.  The  principal  evidences 
are  increased  temperature,  paralysis,  local  or  quite  general,  rest- 
lessness, exhalation,  and  finally,  in  many  cases,  death.  Of  course 
in  the  human  subject  a  well  defined  case  of  hydrophobia  would 
furnish  a  greater  array  of  symptoms  -  and  Pasteur  alleges  that 
the  cultivated  fresh  poison  will  produce  in  the  human  patient  the 
complete  symptoms.  So  far  as  1  could  learn  the  experiment  has 
not  been  tried.  After  the  virus  has  been  injected  into  the  rabbit  it  re- 
quires from  six  to  ten  or  more  days  for  the  results  of  the  action  of 
the  poison  to  be  observable,  so  that  the  animals  experimented  up- 
on may  be  taken  to  England,  America,  or  other  long  distances  be- 
er* o 

fore  the  hydrophobic  symptoms  exhibit  much  activity.  The 
strength  of  the  poisoned  tissue  which  is  saved  and  used  depends 
entirely  upon  the  duration  .of  its  existance  in  the  animal  from 
which  it  was  taken.  For  example,  after  the  rabies  symptoms  are 
fairly  declared  in  the  rabbit,  the  poison  is  strongest  the  first  day, 
continues  about  the  same  for  a  day  or  two  and  then  daily  becomes 
weaker,  so  after  ten  days,  even  sooner,  the  spinal  cord  may  be 
removed  from  a  hydrophobic  animal  and  used  for  curative  or  neu- 
tralizing purposes.  If  it  should  be  used  in  six  days  or  earlier  up- 
on the  human  subject  there  would  be  a  dangerous  tendency  to 
the  developement  of  hydrophobia. 

Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  the  duration  of  the  disease  deter- 
mines the  potency  of  poison. 

The  special  question  of  interest  is,  how  is  the  cord  and  brain 
treated  after  removal  from  the  animal?     Pasteur  uses  a  fresh  cord 
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or  cords  each  day.  His  laboratory  is  full  of  hydrophobia  rabbits 
so  that  he  has  constantly  for  use  the  hydrophobine  poison  of  al- 
most any  age.  But  then,  what  is  injected  into  the  patient  who 
becomes  in  a  crazed  condition  of  mind  for  relief?  Bullion  is  this 
fluid,  after  having  been  heated  up  to  near  a  boiling  heat  for  about 
one-half  hour,  with' which  pieces  of  the  cord  is  mixed  or  rather 
emulsified.  The  poison  of  rabies  is  in  this  pulpy  or  sufficiently 
soluble  fluid  of  which  a  quantity  of  about  ten  drops  is  injected. 
If  the  removed  hydrophobic  cord  is  not  to  be  used  at  once  it  is 
suspended  in  a  quart  bottle,  in  the  bottom  of  which,  there  are 
two  or  three  ounces  of  potash.  The  nerve  tissue  does  not  touch 
the  salt  which  is  used  to  absorb  moisture  and  prevent  the  devel- 
opment of  organisms.  The  tissue  may  be  kept  for  some  time, 
but  since  all  that  is  claimed  for  the  action  of  the  poison  is  not 
granted,  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  experimentation. 
The  clinic  is  very  interesting.  The  patients  are  of  all  ages,  both 
sexes  and  from  many  lands.  Of  course  Paris  and  the  near  cities 
supply  the  greatest  number.  I  remained  through  one  clinic  and 
saw  more  than  100  treated. 

The  doctor  has  from  two  to  ten  glasses,  like  small  wine  glasses, 
each  one  about  two-thirds  full  of  the  cord  emulsion  (bullion  and 
nerve  tissue)  representing  correspondingly  from  two  to  ten  differ- 
ent strengths  of  the  protection  fluid.  The  patients  come  from  a 
reception  room  in  a  line,  with  a  ticket  showing  the  history  of  the 
case.  The  right  iliac  region  is  exposed  and  according  to  history 
of  case  and  indications,  a  given  strength  is  taken  by  the  syringe 
and  about  ten  drops  are  thrown  well  under  the  skin,  when  the  pa- 
tient loses  no  time  in  vacating  the  room.  Some  patients  are  treat- 
ed as  described  twice  a  day.  Some,  once  a  day,  and,  usually,  the 
treatment  is  continued  from  ten  days,  to  three  weeks,  according 
to  indications.  Most  of  the  patients  have  wounds  some  of  which 
are  trivial,  and  others  of  considerable  size,  depending  of  course 
upon  the  extent  of  the  bite,  scratch  or  abrasion.  The  patients 
with  solutions  of  continuity  of  tissue  file  into  a  special  room,  where 
the  local  treatment  consists  in  cleaning  the  suppurating  surfaces 
with  a  two  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  then,  if  the  granula- 
tions are  exhuberant,  caustic  (silver)  is  used  to  suppress  them,  af- 
ter which  coffeeized  iodoform  is  sprinkled,  or  blown  upon  thesur- 
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face.  A  piece  of  absorbent  cotton,  moderately  moistened  with  the 
carbolic  solution,  covers  the  wound  and  is  kept  moist  by  oiled  silk 
which  is  the  last  part  of  the  dressing.  The  patient  goes,  to  re- 
turn at  11  o'clock  the  succeeding  day.  Other  animals  than  dogs 
furnish  cause  for  anxiety.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  visiting  some 
of  the  profession  in  Moscow,  when  I  was  told  that  twenty  Rus- 
sians had  been  bitten  by  a  wolf.  All  were  sent  by  the  Russian 
government  to  Pasteur  for  treatment.  Three  of  the  patients  died, 
the  remainder  returning  with  no  nervous  symptoms.  The  inter- 
esting question  is,  were  they  cured  or  was  the  poison  neutralized, 
or  did  they  not  receive  it  from  the  maddened  (?)  wolf?  Pasteur 
is,  I  believe,  thoroughly  honest  and  sincere  in  his  experimental 
work  and  receives  any  criticism  of  his  ideas  and  practice  with 
great  consideration  that  years  must  elapse  before  the  bene- 
fits of  his  labor  can  be  fully  determined.  He  does  not  hesitate 
to  admit  that  he  is  not  positive  that  his  believed  discovery  will  ul- 
timately stand  the  test  of  experience,  but  he  thinks  it  will.  I 
have  been  very  much  interested,  but  before  considering  that  the 
neutralizing  remedy  to  the  poison  of  rabies  has  been  found,  ] 
must  be  satisfied  with  suitable  answers  to  the  following  questions: 

1st.  Can  the  bite  from  any  animal  whether  hydrophobic  or 
not  produce  rabies? 

2d.  What  evidence  can  be  produced  to  show  that  the  cultivat- 
ed poison  really  neutralizes  the  hydrophobia? 

3d.  Must  it  be  admitted  that  all  persons  who  have  been  bitten 
by  rabid  animals  and  who  receive  treatment  have  been  cured  of 
a  hydrophobia  whether  any  symptoms  of  the  disease  have  been 
developed  or  not? 

4th.  If  the  principle  on  which  the  remedy  acts  is  correct,  why 
should  there  not  be  the  same  protective  exemption  as  vaccine 
produces  against  small  pox? 

5th.  No  human  subject  without  the  disease  has  had  the  xery 
early  strong  poison  injected  into  his  system. 

6th.  If  hydrophobia  is  a  blood  poison,  why  is  it  requisite  for 
nerve  tissue  (cord)  for  injection  or  protective  purposes? 

7th.  In  cultivating  the  poison  on  rabbits,  is  not  the  severity 
of  the  operation  together  with  the  pathological  consequences  in 
intracranial  tissues  sufficient  to  account  for  the  local   or   gene  ral 
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paralysis  and  exhaustion  which  ends  in  death? 

There  are  many  other  questions  which  could  be  proposed  in 
connection  with  interesting  subject  but  for  the  present  my  wish 
is  only  to  place  the  immediate  history  before  the  profession  in 
Iowa  and  with  a  few  questions  invite  reflection  upon  what  is 
being  done  by  Pasteur. — W.  F.  Peck,  in  Iowa  State  Medical 
Reporter. 


DIAGNOSIS  OF  ORGANIC  HEART  TROUBLES 


BY  EMORY   LAXPIIEAK,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


There  are  no  problems  of  physical  diagnosis  which  so  puzzle 
the  average  practitioner  as  differentiating  between,  and  recogniz- 
ing the  significance  of,  the  murmurs  present  in  organic  diseases 
of  the  heart. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  proper  therapeutic  agents  cannot  be  em- 
ployed until  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  conditions  present  in  any 
particular  case  be  obtained  by  the  attending  physician.  In  most 
cardiac  affections  attended  by  organic  change  there  are  distinct 
murmurs  discoverable,  and  it  is  only  by  a  proper  understanding 
of  these  morbid  sounds  that  an  accurate   diagnosis  can  be  made. 

Therefore  any  guide  to  their  meaning  must  be  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  the  medical  profession.  To  those  who  hear,  but 
fail  to  appreciate  the  precise  meaning  of,  these  sounds,  the  sub- 
joined table  will  prove  invaluable. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend,  Prof.  A.  B.  Shaw  ,  of  St.  Louis, 
for  this  table,  he  having  presented  it  to  the  class  at  the  Missouri 
Medical  College  in  the  year  1879.  Many  complex  tables  have 
been  given  to  the  profession,  but  this  is  probably  the  best,  com- 
bining as  it  does,  simplscity  with  easiness  of  remembrance,  yet 
comprising  all  that  is  needed  in  making  a  stethoscopic  examina- 
tion of  the  heart,  stating  perfectly  the  time  and  location  of  the 
murmur,  thus  indicating  what  the  lesion  is  and  where  it  is  locat- 
ed. I  submit  it  to  the  readers  of  the  Index,  trusting  it  may  prove 
of  as  much  benefit  to  them  as  it  has  to  me. 
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TABLE  OF  CARDIAC  MURMURS. 


Where  Heard. 


Time  of  Murmur. 


Significance, 


Apex. 


Systolic-. 


Pre -systolic. 


Systolic- 


Base  of  Heart, 

and 
AseendV  Aorta.  Diastolic. 

B^fH't,condYcl  :  Diastolic, 

toward  Ens.  Cart. 


Base,  with  Jugular 
Pulsation. 
Region  of  Pul- 
monary Arterv. 


Systolic. 


Mitral 
Regurgitation. 


Mitral  Obstruction, 
or  Direct  Mitral 


Aotic  Obstruction  or 
Direct  Aortic. 


Aortic  Regurgitation. 


Aortic 
Regurgitation. 

Tricuspid 
Regurgitation. 


Systolic.  |  Pulmon'y  Obstruction. 

Diastolic.  |  Pulmon.  Regurgitat'n. 


Pages  might  be  written  explanatory  of  this  table — in  fact  it 
covers  the  whole  subject  of  the  diagnosis  of  organic  diseases  of 
the  heart.  With  it,  all  that  is  necessary  is  a  knowledge  of  the 
topographical  anatomy  of  the  praecordial  region;  the  location  of 
the  various  structures  mentioned  being  known,  and  the  several 
murmurs  being  heard,  all  that  remains  is  to  distinguish  between 
systolic  and  diastolic  sounds,  and  the  diagnosis  is  accomplished. 
Without  some  such  table  in  one's  mind  it  is  impossible  to  intelli- 
gently examine  a  chest  for  cardiac  trouble. Medical  Index. 

The  following  mixture,  compounded  by  M.   Poulet,    is    highly 
recommended  by  him  as  a  paia-killer: 
R.     Tr.  capsici,  200,0; 
Liq.  amnion.,  10.05; 
Essentiae   thymi, 
Chloral  hydratis,  aa  10.6. 
Acohol,  00  per    cent.,   lOO.O 
M. 
The  pepper,  ammonia  and  alcohol  are  digested  together  for  a 
month,  then  the  chloral  and  thymol  are  added.     It  is  used  extern- 
ally as  a  liniment,  either  pure  or  diluted  with  oil.  It  is  given  intern- 
ally in  ten  or  twenty-drop  doses,  and  is  recommended  for   dysent- 
ery, enteritis  and  rheumatism. — Medical  Age. 
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Vol.  I.  Mitchell,  Dakota,  September,  1886.  No.  6 


FAILED  TO  ORGANIZE 


In  our  last  number  we  announced  a  meeting  at  De  Smet  to  Or- 
es 

ganize  a  District  Medical  Society.  Although  a  non-resident  of 
the  District  embraced  in  the  call,  it  was  our  intention  to  have  at- 
tended the  meeting,  but  family  sickness  prevented.  We  were 
extremely  disappointed  on  receiving  intelligence  from  Dr. 
Cushman  that  the  meeting  was  a  failure.  Only  twro  physicians 
were  present.  What  does  this  indicate?  The  doctors  must  be 
unusually  busy  in  their  practice,  so  buried  in  their  profession 
that  nothing-  can  be  gained  by  an  interchange  of  experience, 
lukewarm  as  regards  the  interest  of  the  profession,  or 
they  are  so  interested  in  the  accumulation  of  the  "Almighty  Dol- 
lar" that  it  outweighs  their  interest  in  their  calling.  Doubt- 
less many  had  reasonable  excuses  for  non-atttendance,  but  that 
all  within  the  district  could  offer  reasonable  excuses,  is,  to  say 
the  least,  very  doubtful.  We  think  that  nothing  tends  more 
to  the  advancement  of  the  profession,  than  regular  medical  meet- 
ings, where  medical  subjects  can  be  discussed  and  each  gain  ex- 
perience from  the  other.  The  profession  should  ogranize.  At 
present  there  is  no  organization.  The  Legislature  will  soon  be 
in  session  when  an  organized  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  to 
the  profession  in  Dakota  the  safeguards  which  have  been  thrown 
around  it  in  the  States  and  Terrtiories  around  us.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Territorial  Medical  Society  a  Legislative  Committee 
was  appointed,  but  unassisted  by  th  e  regular  profession  outside, 
what  can  we  do? 
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LIGHT  FOLLOWS  DARKNESS. 

The  Aberdeen  District  Medical  Society  organized  on  the  21st. 
inst.  in  pursuance  of  a  call  for  a  society  for  Brown  County  and 
the  counties  adjacent.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended  and 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,      .      .      .     Dr.  Grant,     .      .      .     Bath. 

Vice-president,  "     Diefendorf,     .     .  Aberdeen. 

Secretary.      ..."     Evans,      .      .      .      Groton. 

Treasurer,      ..."      Warner.      .      .       Ipswich. 

j      «     McNutt,      )  Aberdeen. 

(  ens<>rs.  <       "     Coyne,  \ 

I       "     Peabody,     .     .       Webster. 

The  society  will  meet  quarterly.  The  next  regular  meeting 
will  take  place  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  December 
next.  The  very  best  feeling  prevailed,  and  ten  papers  on  as  many 
subjects  are  promised  for  the  next  meeting 

After  recording  the  failure  at  De  Smet  we  are  extremely 
pleased  at  tin-  result  of  the  Aberdeen  meeting.  It  is  evidence  of 
live  physicians  there.  .  May  success  attend  the  enterprise. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS. 


Nashville,  May  26,  1880. 
Dear  Doctor: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress  held  in  New  York,  Nov.  18th,  it 
was,  Resolved  that  the  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries 
and  Council  of  each  section  constitute  a  committee  to  solicit,  select 
and  arrange  all  papers  and  questions  for  discussion,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  in  their  respective  sections,  and  that  the  Secretary  Gen- 
eral i.e  ex-officio  a  member  of  these  section  committees.  Such 
committees  to  report  progress  at  each  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  resolutions,  will  you  please 
proceed  at  once  to  solicit  not  only  papers  from,  but  also  the  at- 
tendance of  members,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  report  pro- 
gress to  the  President  of  the  section  from  time  to  time. 
Very  truly, 
To  F.    Andros,  W.  T.  Briggs, 

Mem.  of  Coun.,  Sec.  Gen.  Surg.  Pres.  Sec.  of  Gen.  Surg. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  circular,  1  would  respectfully  ask 


THE    DAKOTA     MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


15 


the  aid  of  the  profession  in  Dakota,  in  assisting  to  make  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress  a  success.  We  have  in 
this  Territory,  Surgeons  who  would  honor  the  profession,  at  home 
as  well  as  abroad,  by  their  attendance  and  scientific  contributions 
to  the  coining  Congress.     Your  co-operation  is  solicited. 

Any  surgeon  intending  to  be  present  at  said  Congress,  or  who 
wishes  to  contribute  an  article  on  surgery,  will  please  notify  me, 
that  I  may  communicate  the  same  to  the  proper  officer. 

Direct  communications  to  the  undersigned,  at  Mitchell,   D.   T. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

F.  Andros. 


OPPOSED  TO  THE 
rOUE  AX1)   THE  COfrGBESS. 


The  announcement  of  the  St.  Lota's  Weekly  Review  that  the 
present  faculty  of  Jefferson  College  oppose  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  have  already  declined  to  take  any  interest  in  the 
preparations  for  the  Ninth  International  Congress,  creates  pain- 
ful surprise  in  the  minds  of  many.  If  it  is  as  bad  as  the  alumnus 
who  writes  to  the  Keview  says,  then  indeed  old  Jefferson  has  been 
struck  with  a  blighting  hand.  There  may  have  been  no  personal 
grounds  for  the  retirement  of  Pancoast,  Atkinson  and  Shoemaker, 
but  they  certainly  did  not  retire  from  teaching,  as  is  plainly  man- 
ifest in  their  presence  in  the  Faculty  of  the  Medico- Ghirurgical 
College.  If  the  desire  for  liberty  in  consultations  has  seized  the 
Faculty  of  old  Jefierson  College,  it  is  evidence  of  declining  bus- 
iness; and  this,  after  all,   may  have  influenced  the  resignations. 

When  the  few  fortunate  gentlemen  in  the  East,  who  have  long 
subsisted  largely  upon  fees  from  Western  patrons  in  colleges  and 
in  practice,  kill  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg,  they  must 
not  blame  Western  men  for  organizing  their  own  schools  and 
societies. 

^Westward  the  Star  of  Empire  takes  its  way,'1  has  been  ob- 
served already,  and  is  now  well  recognized  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession.— Progress. 
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THE  MISSISSIPPI    VALLEY  MEDICAL  ASSOCI- 
ATION AND  THE  A.  M.  A. 


One  of  our  Eastern  exchanges  suggests  that  the  making  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association,  the  great  society  of  the 
West  and  South,  second  only  in  importance  andcharacter  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  is  expressive  of  a  lack  of  loyalty 
and  devotion  to  the  latter.  Such  is  not  the  case,  and  why  should 
it  be?  The  same  argument  might  he  directed  against  the  form- 
ation of  the  various  state  societies.  No,  we  believe  that  the  coun- 
ty, district,  state  and  sectional  societies,  organized  under  the  rules 
and  regulations -governing  the  American  Medical  Association 
will  not  only  be  productive  of  great  good  to  the  members  com- 
posing them,  but  will  stimulate  and  strengthen  their  interest  in 
the  parent  governing    organization  and  redound  to  its  good. 

Did  we  not  so  believe  we  would  discourage  the  formation  of 
such  societies.  Every  physician  would  be  in  every  way  benefit- 
ted by  at  least  three  trips  each  year  away  from  business  in  at- 
tendance upon  as  many  societies.  The  habit  of  attending  medical 
societies,  like  every  other  habit,  grows  by  indulgence. 

Viewed  then  from  the  standpoint  of  the  individual  physician,  the 
auxiliary  societies,  or  the  national  body,  there  can  be  no  argu- 
ment established  against  auxiliary  organizations. 

However  the  West  and  South  propose  not  only  to  develop 
their  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association,  but  also  to  manifest 
their  love  and  devotion  in  every  possible  manner  to  the  A.  M.  A. 

Because  a  few  overgrown,  able  but  truly  small  men  of  the 
Eastern  cities  withdraw  from  the  national  organization,  finding 
they  have  not  the  ability  to  control  it,  and  suddenly  feel  an  aver- 
sion to  "medical  politics,"  and  at  once  organize  a  mutual  admir- 
ation society  of  medical  mugwumps  and  man-milliners,  antagon- 
istic in  spirit  and  in  fact  to  our  National  Medical  Congress,  the 
A.  M.  A.,  is  no  reason  against  the  formation  of  societies  in  any  or 
all  parts  of  the  country,  subordinate  to  the  proper  authority. 

The  arrogant  contempt  for  all  the  profession  outside  of  the 
•^centers"  prompted  these  gentlemen  to  secede  from  the  national 
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body,  and  they  even  carry  their  feelings  to  the  point  of  trying  to 
compass  the  disgrace  of  that  body  in  working  against  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress  of  '87,  meeting  in  America  under  its 
auspices. 

But,  ye  self-elected  wise  men  of  the  East,  ye  giants,  profess- 
ional, commercial  and  political,  we  give  you  fair  warning,  the  ta- 
llies are  turning.  Go  on  manifesting  your  narrow,  ungenerous 
provincialism,  your  disloyalty  to  national  interests,  professional, 
commercial  and  political.  Your  sectional  hidebound  conduct  is 
having  an  effect  you  little  dream  of  in  strengthening  and  solidify- 
ing the  unity  of  all  interests  west    of   the    Allegheny    mountain* 

The  jobbing  houses  of  the  seaboard  are  finding  out  in  a  prac- 
tical way  that  the  cities  of  the  West  and  South  have  become  ports 
of  entry,  and  are  commercially  .strong,  able  and  self  reliant. 

Eastern  statesmen,  you  will  soon  learn  that   our    own    Benton, 
thirty    years    ago,    was    right    when  he  said  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  pointing  toward  the  setting  sun,    "There    is    the   East- 
There  is  India!" 

Medical  teachers,  leaders  and  anglo-maniacs  East  of  the  Alle- 
ghenies,  your  ability  none  will  question,  but  your  judgment  is 
open  to  criticism.  We  warn  you  that  our  Mel )owels,  Grosses, 
ITodgens,  Flints,  and  Sims,  and  Barrets  now  have  ceased  to  be 
the  exception,  they  have  plenty  of  congenial  company,  they  are 
no  longer  emigrating  to  the  centers  for  the  securement  of  larger 
fields;  they  are  uniting  in  the  building  up  of  educational  institu- 
tions, medical  societies  and  medical  journals  in  their  midst, 
which,  while  engaged  in  advancing  local  interests,  will  ever  take 
pride  in  the  profession  of  America  as  a  whole. 

This  union  of  the  great  West,  North- west,  and  South,  i*  very 
near  at  hand,  and  when  this  has  been  accomplished  you  will  find 
that  our  people  are  as  broad  as  our  urairies  are  boundless,  and  as 
generous  as  our  fields  are  bountiful  in  their  harvests.  Wetkly 
Medical  Revieie. 


Dr.  S.  H.  Gross  recommends  dilute  vinegar  as  an  injection  into 
the  bladder  to  break  up  blood-clots. 
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DR.  FLINT'S  ADDRESS  j\  MEDICINE. 


One  of  the  most  remarkable  characteristics  of  the  late  Dr.  Aus- 
tin Flint  was  the  promptness  with  which  he  set  about  any  work- 
he  undertook.  Accordingly,  when  he  accepted  the  invitation  to 
deliver  the  Address  in  Medicine  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  .British  Medical  Association  he  prepared  the  address  at  once, 
and  it  was  found  all  ready  for  delivery  among  his  papers.  The 
address  is  published  by  D.  Appleton  <£  Co., having  been  passed 
through  the  press  by  J)r.  Flint's  son;  accompanying  it  is  a  beau- 
tiful engraving  of  the  distinguished  physician,  which  is  so  true  to 
life  that  all  who  were  privileged  with  the  friendship  of  Dr.  Flint 
will  greatly  prize  this  memorial  of  jiim.  The  address  is  an  at- 
tempt t  >  forecast  the  advances  of  medicine  in  the  next  fifty  years. 

Dr.  Flint  suggested  that  organic  chemistry  will  reveal  much 
that  is  now  hidden,  and  that  the  application  of  the  telephone  and 
other  recently  invented  electrical  machines  to  medical  practice 
will  make  our  knowledge  of  disease  as  portrayed  by  sound  more 
precise.  Advances  in  bacteriology  and  in  our  knowledge  of  the 
causes  of  disease,  with  a  juster  view  of  the  value  of  some  of  our 
therapeutic  agents,  are  gains  which  seemed  to  Dr.  Flint  to  be 
close  at  hand.  He  predicted  also  changes  in  the  style  of  medical 
literature  -—more  subdivision  and  more  concentration;  changes  in 
medical  teaching1 — less  didactic  instruction  and  more  deinonstra- 
tion;  changes  in  medical  practice— more  specialism,  which"  will 
need  to  be  carefully  guarded  against  the  evils  attending  it.  The 
address  is  full  of  interest;  great  is  our  regret  that  its  accom- 
plished author  was  not  spared  to  deliver  it,  but  we  are  glad  that 
we  are  permitted  to  read  it.  As  a  literary  production  it  is  a  wor- 
thy close  to  the  many  valuable  contributions  to  the  literature  of 
medicine  by  that  great  and  good  physician.  London  Lancets 
August,  1886. 


TO  ADVERTISERS. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Dakota 
circulation  of  the  Brief  is  larger  than  that  of  any  other  medical 
journal,  and  is  growing  rapidly. 
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THE    DAKOTA    SOUTH    CENTRAL 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  Society  will  meet  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Tracy  k  Halverson,  at 
1:30  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  October  5th,  1886. 

Papers  have  been  promised  by  members  whose  high  attain- 
ments are  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  quality  of  the  same. 

The  hour  named  makes  it  convenient  for  those  attending  from 
the  north  and  west,  as  the  regular  passenger  trains  running  on 
those  roads  arrive  about  noon,  while  the  north  and  west  bound 
trains  depart  late  in  the  afternoon. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  every  physician  in  this  district  as  well 
as  every  district  in  the  Territory  will  interest  himself  in  his  local 
society  to  such  an  extent  that  the  time  usually  given  to  its  meet- 
ings will  be  insufficient  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  thereof, 
and  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society  will 
be  full  to  overflowing  with  delegates  from  the  various  district 
societies.  This  will  doimore  to  promote  good  feeling,  arouse 
tmthusiasm  and  bind  the  profession  of  Dakota  together;  to  organ- 
ize and  raise  the  standard  of  medicine  in  Dakota,  and  thereby 
help  to  advance  its  interests  in  the  Northwest,  than  any  other 
influence  which  could  be  brought  to  bear. 


A  CORRECTION. 


In  our  leading  editorial  on  page  13  the  Dakota  Central  Med- 
ical Society  is  spoken  of  as  having  failed  to  organize.  The  facts 
are,  that  this  society  was  not  only  already  organized,  but  that  the 
meeting  mentioned  was  to  have  been  the  third  semi-annual  meet- 
ing; this  society  sent  a  larger  delegation  to  the  last  meeting  of 
the  territorial,  than  any  of  the  other  auxiliary  societies.  We  trust 
the  suspension  is  only  temporary,  as  this  organization  can  boast 
an  array  of  talent  of  no  mean  order. 


Billiousness,  Bacteria  and  Billings  are  probably  the 
three  topics  most  discussed  by  our  contemporaries,  but  we  would 
advise  more  attention  to  the  latter  as  the  bacteria  and  billious- 
ness  give  promise  of  being  always  with  you;  while  (for  obvious 
reasons)  you  may  never  get  another  crack  at  Billing^- 
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THE   CRIME  OF  BEING    YOUNG. 


"Give  the  Young  Man  a  Chance,"  is  the  heading  of  an  article 
in  the  St.  Louis  Weekly  Medical  Hevievj  containing  a  great 
deal  of  good,  hard  sense  for  which  the  Mevieic  is  noted.  A 
great  deal  of  good  advice  is  offered  which,  by  the  way,  will  not 
be  followed  in  the  majority  of  cases,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
larger  portion  of  physicians  who  have  grown  old  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  who  have  (somehow)  managed  to  accumulate  a 
goodly  portion  of  this  world's  goods,  are  apt  to  become  arrogant 
and  supercilious,  and  to  effect  the  utmost  contempt  for  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession.  What  physician  does  not 
know  the  result  and  has  not,  under  these  same  circumstances, 
seen  the  young  man  take  a  chance  occasionally,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  more  ancient  disciple  ( f  Hippocrates  but  without  any 
great  credit  to  himself  or  glory  to  the  profession  generally?  To 
the  charge  of  extreme  youth  I  must  plead  guilty;  but  when  I 
shall  have  conquered  this  vile  habit,  as  I  am  doing  very  gradu- 
ally, I  wonder  if  I  will  look  with  scorn  upon  the  able  but  un- 
pretending and  unfortunately  young,  who  have  more  brilliant 
ideas  in  a  minute  than  could  have  been  crowded  through  my 
brain  in  a  lifetime,  and  sneer  at  them  for  not  having  been  born 
sooner;  "when  jTwas  a  boy,"  for  instance? 

You  may  ask:  "Are  there  no  exceptions  to  this  rule?1'  Yes, 
gentle  reader,  many;  these  exceptions  constitute  the  class 
which  has  made  medicine  the  grandest  of  all  professions,  for  in 
them  you  find  men  of  active  intellects,  liberal  views  and  friend- 
ship broad  enough  that  others  beside  themselves  may  find  a  place 
therein.  '  - 

It  is  the  fatherly  encouragement  and  unselfish  friendship  of 
one  or  two  of  these  philanthropic  exceptions  which  has  made  my 
life  more  worth  the  living  and  causes  the  churlishness  of  some 
vinegarv  old  cusses  to  stand  out  in  bold  relief. 

Jun.  Ed. 


MISCE  LLA  XEO  US. 


Intraperitoneal  Injections  in  Acute  Haemorrhage. — 
Rutgers  records  the  case  of  a  woman  who,  as  a  result  of  post- 
partum haemorrhage,  was  in  a  state  of  profound  collapse,  and 
whose  veins,  after  ligature,  did  not    swell,  so   that    no  indication 
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for  the  site  of  an  intravenous  injection  was  obtainble. 

A  solution  of  sodium  chloride  90  grains,  sodium  hydrate  5 
grains,  and  distilled  water  34  fluid  ounces,  was  accordingly  in- 
troduced into  the  abdominal  cavity  by  means  of  a  trocar.  After 
three  days,  during  which  abdominal  pain  and  subnormal  temper- 
ature obtained,  the  general  condition  was  excellent. 

It  is  evident,  from  this  experience,  that  the  absence  of  swelling 
in  veins  after  ligature  is  no  sure  sign  of  actual  death,  and  it  is 
suggested  that  the  method  described  may  replace  that  of  hypod- 
ermatic injection  of  water  in  Asiatic  cholera. — Ce ntralb.  f.  d 
med.  Wiss.,  Aug.  7,  1886. — Med.  News. — Jour.  Am.  Med.  Ashi 


Artificial  Cocaine. — Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  has  succeeded  in 
preparing  an  artificial  cocaine  which  possesses  all  the  properties 
of  the  natural  product.  Benzoic  ecgonine  is  treated  with  methyl 
iodide  and  a  certain  quantity  of  methyl  alcohol  at  100°  C.  Ben- 
zoic methvl-ecgonine  is  thus  obtained,  and  this  substance  is  co- 
caine.— Phil.  Med.  Times. 


Saccharine — very  ! — It  is  claimed  that  a  substance  has  been 
discovered,  a  principle  of  coal  tar,  which  is  two  hundred  and  thir- 
tv  seven  times  sweeter  than  cane  sugar.  Our  Dr.  Merryman  says 
he  is  acquainted  with  something  jusc  two  hundred  any  thirty  sev- 
en thousand  times  sweeter  than  saccharine.  Jt  is  also  a  "princi- 
pal"— and  her  name  is  Oather-ine. — JJanieVs  Texas  Med.  Jour. 

Dr.  Weld,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  State  Odontological  So- 
ciety, says  that  water  increases  the  destructive  energy  of  the 
tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  upon  the  enamel  of  the  teeth  more 
than  any  other  fluid,  and,  as  an  illustration,  he  mentioned  that 
the  effect  of  adding  water  to  a  simple  solution  of  the  chloride 
of  iron,  devoid  of  free  acid,  is  to  give  basic  salts  of  iron  and  the 
separation  of  free  hydrochloric  acid.  Dr.  Weld  showed  conclu- 
sively that  the  tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  of  officinal  strength 
had  but  little,  if  any,  effect  upon  the  enamel  structure  of  a  tooth 
when  immersed  in  the  same  for  a  period  of  twelve  hours;  but  that 
when  immersed  in  a  solution  of  the  tincture  and  water,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  ounce  of  water  to  one  drachm  of  the  tincture, 
the  enamel  was  materially  injured  in  five  minutes. — JV.  TP. 
Pharmacist. 

British  Medical  Association. — On  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
day,  in  a  very  full  general  meeting,  the  American  visitors  were 
kindly  invited  to  present  the  subject  of  the  International  Medical 
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Congress  for  1887,  which  invitation  was  accepted.     The  explana- 
tions made,  ending  with  a  renewed  cordial    invitation   to    attend 
the    Congress,    were   received   with    approval,  and  resolutions  of 
thanks  and  acceptance    were   passed  with  genuine  enthusiasm.- 
Journal  of  the  Am.  Med.  Asso'n. 

Acne  and  the  Sexual  Organs. — Dr.  Mahlon  Hutchinson 
claims  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  all  forms  of  acne  are  due  to  hyper- 
emia of  some  part  of  the  sexual  organs.  His  reason  is  that  it  al- 
most always  appears  at  puberty.  He  treats  all  cases  with  the 
cold  urethral  sound  in  males,  and  hot  vaginal  douches  in  females. 

Benefit  is  derived  in  two  weeks,  and  a  cure  in  one  or  two 
months. — Med.  Digest. — Med.  World. 


PAMPHLETS. 


Surgical  Lesions  of  The  Brain  and  Its  Envelopes.  A  Lec- 
ture delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chica- 
go, Illinois,  by  Nicholas  Senn,  M.  D.,  of  Milwaukee,  Professor 
of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  of  Clinical  Surgery 
in  the  College.  12mo  pp.  23.  Reprint  from  Medical  News,  Au- 
gust 28,  1886. 

Operations  on  the  Drum- Head  for  Impaired  Hearing;  with 
Fourteen  Cases.  By  Seth  S.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago.  Attend- 
ing Surgeon  to  the  Illinois  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
and  to  the  South  Side  Free  Dispensary.  Read  in  the  Section  on 
Ophthalmology,  Otology  and  Laryngology,  at  the  Thirty-Seventh 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  12mo, 
pp.  13.  Reprinted  from  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  August  28,  1886,  at  the  Office  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association. 


FOR  SALE— at  This  Office.  A  Bausch  &  Lomb  Phy- 
sicians' Microscope,  in  fine  condition,  two  objectives — J  and  \ 
inch,  eye-piece,  micrometer,  slides  and  cover-glasses  etc.,  etc. 
in  walnut  case.  A  bargain  for  any  physician  desiring  such  an 
instrument. 
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Short  advertisements  of  Practices  etc.,  Wanted  or  For  Sale  free  to  subscribers- 


If* 


•J^  H  ^  fjjm  -L\(    J!  ly  Journal  of 

Medicine    and    Surgery,    containing    all    ihe   latest  medical  news      $2  per 
annum. 

We  will  ^end  ihe  Iowa  State  Medical  Reporter  ami   the  DAKOTA   MEDI- 
CAL KRllSF  to  one  address  one  year  for  $2  50. 


PP(1        A  practice  in  a  good  locality  in  the    North.       Preferabi 
BLW4«s©jyi        jn  Dakota       Am  originally  from  Minneapolis.  Minn.,  and 

wish  to  move  north  ag;iin.      Address, 

C.  ADAMS  SHEELEY,  M.  D., 

Melissa,  Collin  County,  Texas 


f\^P   Spllli Pi    1    'llPilB)      A  Sowing  practice  in    a    thriving   town    in 
O  \9l    '        Ft)    'he  f»r  famed  Elk    Horn  Valley,    in    North- 

western .sennska       Por  particular*,  address  Box  42 

PLAINVIEW,  NEBRASKA. 


I  '-r"  FOR  SALE.— A  Bausch  &  Lomb  Physicians'  Microscope 
in  fine  condition;  two  objectives,  ^  and  ^inch;  one  eye-piece  mi- 
crometer;  slides  and  cover  glasses  etc.  etc.,  in  wabnut  case.  A 
bargain  for  any  physician  desiring  such  an  instrument.  Address 
this  office. 

The  Medical  Era  says  that  the  Hahnemaniacs  have  resolved 
that  Homoeopathy  is  not  Homoeopathy. 

Conflict  of  Religion  and  Science. — "My  pa,"  said  one  small  boy, 
"is  a  preacher,  and  is  sure  to  go  to  heaven."  "Huh!"  said  the 
other  small  boy,  "that  ain't  nothin'.  My  pa  is  a  doctor  and  can 
kill  vour  old  pa". — four,  of  Reconstructive*!. 

How  beautiful  on  the  mountains  and  in  the  valleys  of  Teutonia, 
bonnie  and  fair,  were  the  feet  of  the  admiralbe,  proud  but  im- 
prudent Paul,  who  acted  not  as  the  man  Munde  for  the  obstruct- 
ists  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  but  as  their  good 
man  Friday,  as  he  threaded  his  way  among  the  copses  or  meand- 
ered among  the  hedges  and  by-ways,  and  like  a  babbling  brook, 
told  his  story  of  the  failure  of  the  coming  Congress,  and  all  be- 
cause he  was  left  out. 

The  aforementioned  proud  but  imprudent  one  must  view  with 
grave  disapproval  the. refusal  of  the  polite  scientists  aboroad  t  i 
swallow  his  finely  spun  narrative.       Weekly  Medical  Review. 
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ANTIPYBIN 


BY    II.  T.   JM)TT,  M,  1).,    ALEXANDRIA,  DAKOTA, 


In  preparing  this  paper,  I  do  not  purpose  producing  anything 
distinctly  original,  but  to  give  you  a  brief  resume  of  the  recent 
literature  on  antipyrin  including  the  discoVery,  dosage,  action 
and  uses,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  interesting  and  benefi- 
cial and  perhaps  be  the  means  of  introducing  a  new  and  valuable 
remedy,  into  your  armamentarium. 

Antipyrin  was  discovered  by  a  german  chemist  named  Ludwig 
Knorr,  an  assistant  in  the  chemical  institute  at  Erlangen,  Ger- 
many. It  is  one  of  the  many  derivations  of  coal  tar,  and-  was 
named,  chemically,  dimeth-phenol-oxypyrazol.  The  name  anti- 
pyrin was  given  to  the  preparation  by  Filehne,  of  Germany  who 
tirst  experimented  with  this  drug,  and  proved  its  antipyretic  power. 

After  being  subjected  to  extensive  trials  in  the  hospitals  of 
Germany,  and  receiving  the  endorsement  of  Filehne,  Guttman, 
Pribram,  Huchard  and  others  of  equal  reputation,  it  was  brought 
to  this  country,  where  it  has  been  extensively  used  and  is  now 
considered  one  of  our  best  antipyretics. 

Knorr,  although  reputed  a  scientific  chemist  secured  a  patent 
on  antipyrin.  His  reason  for  so  doing,  it  is  claimed,  was  to  se- 
cure to  himself  the  sole  right  to  manufacture  the  drug,  which  he 
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had  discovered,    and    not  to  introduce  it   as    a  secret    nostrum . 

The  formula  is  said  to  have  been  published  in  several  different 
languages. 

Antipyrin  is  a  powder,  faintly  yellow  in  color,  and  slightly 
bitter,  resembling  sulphate  of  cinchona  somewhat,  both  in  taste 
and  appearance.     It  is  very  soluble  in  water. 

The  dose  is  from  ten  to  thirty  grains.  It  is  not,  however,  con- 
sidered safe  to  administer  more  than  sixty  grains  in  any  one  day. 

In  phthisical,  or  weak  and  emaciated  persons,  a  much  smaller 
dose  is  recommended.  For  children  the  dose  is  one  and  one-half 
grains  for  every  year  of  the  child's  age.  It  is  a  prompt  and  pow- 
erful antipyretic,  but  has  no  antiperiodic  propert  ies. 

Antipyrin  reduces  the  temperature  by  dilating  the  veins  and 
capillaries,  thus  increasing  heat  radiation.  This  dilitation  of  the 
blood  vessels  is  said  to  be  independent  of  the  vaso-motor  centres, 
but  it  is  thought  to  be  due  to  a  direct  action  of  the  drug  upon 
the  vascular  walls,  probably  to  a  stimulation  of  the  vaso-dilator 
nerve  ganglion. 

It  is  claimed  that  antipyrin,  used  in  a  four  or  five  per  cent  so- 
lution, either  internally  or  locally,  is  a  powerful  haemostatic,  rap- 
id in  action,  and  even  superior  to  perchloride  of  iron  or  ergot,  as 
when  used  locally  it  leaves  the  wound  clean,  and  internally,  there 
is  little  danger  of  toxic  action.  Antipyrin  is  eliminated  by  the 
urine,  in  which  it  may  be  discovered  in  from  two  to  four  hours 
after  administration.  Extremely  large  doses  may  induce  poison- 
ing, death    taking  place  by  arrest  of  respiration. 

Unpleasant  effects  sometimes  follow  its  use,  such  as  vomiting, 
sweating  and,  rarely,  an  exanthematous  eruption  resembling 
measles.     Collapse  and  death  have  been  reported  in  two  cases. 

The  indication  for  the  use  of  antipyrin  is  a  high  temperature 
as  exhibited  in  typhoid  fever,  pneumonia,  scarlet  fever,  tuber- 
culosis, etc.  It  reduces  the  pyrexia  and  adds  to  the  general  com- 
fort of  the  patient,  but  seems  to  have  no  direct  influence  on  the 
course  of  the  disease.  The  delirium  and  concomitant  symptoms, 
incident  to  a  high  temperature  are  usually  ameliorated,  but  not 
always  proportionately  to  the  fall  of  the  temperature.  The 
pulse  more  nearly  follows  the  variation  of  the  temperature. 

A  reduction  of  four  or  five  degrees  has  been  known  to  follow 
its  administration.     The  effects  of  a  single  dose  are  maintained 
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from  six  to  nine  hours,  when  the  fever  gradually  rises  again. 

Antipyrin  has  been  freely  used  in  typhoid  fever  and  pneu- 
monia with  generally  good  results.  It  can  be  safely  given  to 
pregnant  women,  as  it  has  no  oxytocic  power,  but,  on  the  contrary 
it  prevents  premature  labor  by  reducing  the  pyrexia,  which  is,  in 
itself,  a  frequent  cause.  In  puerperal  fever,  antipyrin  has  been 
proven  very  useful,  reducing  the  fever  without  the  disturbance 
of  the  patient  which  would  be  necessary  in  resorting  to  the  wet 
pack,  cold  sponging  &c  and  by  the  reduction  thus  affected  as- 
sists in  the  return  of  the  suppressed  lochia  and  the  milk  secre- 
tion. 

My  personal  experience  with  antipyrin,  although  limited,  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  1  have  Witnessed  a  reduction  in  temper- 
ture  of  three  debtees  follow  a  single  dose  of  fifteen  grains. 
There  is  one  caution,  mentioned  in  regard  t  )  the  use  of  antipyrin, 
which  it  would  be  well  bo  observe  and  that  is  not  to  combine  it 
with  a  heart  sedative,  but  if  there  <s  any  indication  of  heart  weak- 
ness, combine  it  with  a  heart  tonic. 


A  COMPLICATED  CASE. 


About  two  months  ago  1  was  called  upon  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace  of  my  district — to  go  with  with  him  and  visit  a  case  of  con- 
finement. He  said  that  "The  woman  had  been  from  Tuesday  un- 
til Saturday  in  labor  and  had  suffered  intensely.  That  she  was 
badly  ruptured,  was  46  years  of  age  and  this  would  be  her  six- 
teenth child.  That  her  husband  was  a  German  and  did  not  be- 
lieve in  doctors,  and  consequently  refused  to  get  one  for  her, 
saying  all  the  time — that  aDer  old  woman  tried  to  get  a  paby  out 
once  before  but  she  couldn't  make  it,  so  she  waiteu  until  it  o-ot 
rotten  and  den  she  got  it  away  in  pieces." 

When  i  arrived  I  fouud  her  suffering  and  in  the  following  con- 
dition. She  appeared  greatly  exhausted,  the  alas  of  the  nose 
were  pale  and  depressed,  her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  dark, 
heavy,  brown  crust,  and  she  continually  vomited  a  substance  like 
coffee  grounds.  She  said  she  had  neither  eaten  nor  slept  for  four 
days  and  had  vomited  most  of  the  time. 

By  abdominal  palpation  1  diagnose  d  a  transverse  presentation. 
In  the  vagina  I  found  a  small    flaccid    sack    of    waters    hanging 
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from  the  os  tincae.  1  finally  concluded  to  relieve  her  of  her  suf- 
fering by  rupturing  the  amniotic  sack  and  delivering  the  foetus 
by  podalic  version.  From  what  I  could  glean  from  her  husband 
and  herself  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  abdomen,  1  set  the 
duration  of  her  pregnancy  at  the  eighth  month  past,  and  that 
being  a  fatal  month,  I  felt  whatever  I  did  must  be  done  with  dis- 
patch. I  ruptured  the  amniotic  membranes  and  after  the  water 
had  partly  discharged  I  passed  my  hand  into  the  vagina  and  in- 
dex finger  into  the  uterus.  Here  I  found  more  than  I  expected. 
The  border  of  a  placenta  with  the  hand  of  the  foetus  plugged  up 
the  internal  os,  which  was  as  firm  and  rigid  as  a  ring  of    bone. 

The  result  of  this  exploration  was — diagnosis:  1st.  Transverse 
presentation  the  arm  coming  down.  2nd.  placenta  previa  late- 
ralis with  a  rigid  ostium  uterina  int.,  the  usual  concomitant  of 
plaenta  prgevia.  3rd.  Foetus  deid  and  soft. 

Prognosis:  undoubtedly  death  from  one  of  three  causes — 1st., 
placenta  praevia  in  the  eighth  month  and  severe  flooding,  post 
partum.  2nd.,  obstinate  transverse  presentation,  with  chance  of 
uterine  rupture;  or  results  accruing  from  the  protracted  labor 
and  long  continued  attrition  of  the  uterine  walls  upon  the  un- 
viedino-  body  of  the  foetus,  3rd.,  labor  itself  at  the  eighth  month, 
the  duration  of  this  labor  and  final  exhaustion. 

One  of  three  things  I  must  do,  on  which  to  base  a  single  chana 
of  hope.  1  must  deliver  by  podalic  version.  By  embryotomy  or 
develope  some  conservative  system  whereby  to  remove  obstructions 
and  then  let  her  oeliver  herself.  After  many  futile  efforts  at 
version,  the  rigid  state  of  the  os  uteri  int.,  and  the  position  of  the 
foetus  defeating  every  attempt  by  restraining  my  reach,  1  gave 
up  on  that  point.  The  location  of  the  head,  the  but  slightly  dilated 
internal  os  and  its  obstinate  and  continued  xigidity  led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  perforator,  cephalotribe  and  cranioclast,  etc.,  had 
no  use  in  this  case,  at  least  so  far,  so  I  concluded  to  adopt  the 
conservative  system,  to  remove  obstructions.  The  arm  of  the 
foetus  which  had  been  continually  interfering-  with  my  reach  now 
passed  into  and  through  the  ce  rvical  canal  until  the  forearm  pro- 
truded into  the  vagina.  The  labor  pains  were  long  and  intense. 
I  feared,  every  moment,  that  she  would  rupture  her  uterus  by  the 
force  of  her  own  labor  upon  a  solid  (and  by  its  position,)  resisting 
mass. 
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So  [  removed  the  presenting  arm  to  the  elbow,  and  then    care- 
fully, with  my  fingers,  stripped  out  from  the  soft,  foetal  issue,  the 
humerus,  scapula,  clavicle  and  so  forth.     1  pulled  the  arm  down 
on  the  other  side  and    did    the   same.     Then    passing    my    index 
finger    through    the    sheath    of    skin,    left  of  the     right    arm,     1 
broke  up  the  contents  of  the  thorax,  stripped  the  little  ribs    loose 
and  delivered  them  through  the  arm  with  a  curve    pointed   steel 
wire,  the  point  of  which,    in    exit    and     entrance,    was    carefully 
guarded  beneath  the  nail  of  the  index  finger.     Having  collapsed 
the  thorax  with  some  effort  i  gained  sufficient  reach  to    pass    my 
finger  into  the  mouth  of  the  foetus,  then    pulling    the    head   well 
onto  the  chest,  I  pressed  it  into    the    bosom  of   the    foetus    which 
now,  after  evacuation,  became  a  comfortable  nidus  for    the    cran- 
ium.     By  so  doing  1  destroyed  the  possibility  of  future  obstruc- 
tion from  abnormal  diameters.      Af,er  doing1  as  above   mentioned, 
during  a  pain  I  pushed  the  body  slightly  upward    in    the    womb, 
then  reaching  back  under,  as  far  as  ihe    still    rigid   os    uteri    int 
would  permit,  I  succeeded  in  passing  my   index    finger    into   the 
anus  of  the  foetus  and  bring  the  breech  up  against  the  surface  of 
the  still  laterally  adherent  placenta.     1  was  now  about    to    sie/e 
the  foetus  by  the  legs  and  bring  it  down  when  the  *  woman    said: 
"Doctor,  I  can  now  get  along  myself.      If  vou  will  let  me  sit    on 
the  bucket  it  will  soon  come.     It  is  all    right    now."      1    let    her 
alone  and  permitted  her  to  try  the  bucket.     She  saton  this  buck- 
et or  pail  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when,    rising    up,  to    my 
surprise  the  body  and  the  legs  of  the  foetus  dangled  from  the  vul- 
va.     1  cut  away  the  lower  portion  of  the  body  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  deliver  the  head  which,  after  a  while  1  succeeded  in  doing. 
The  transit  of  the  child's  body  over  the  placenta,  had  not  detached 
it.     This  1  removed  about   a    half   an    hour    after.     The    woman 
seemed  to  be  doing  well  for  some  time  after  the  birth  and  as    she 
had  not  received  a  scratch  in  delivery,  and  the  uterus    contracted 
nicely,  and  the  hemorrhage  was  not  over-abundant  and  fully  under 
control,    I  felt  for  a  time  that  I  had  won    one    more    victory   over 
death.      Everyone  around  me  was  elated    with    the    result.     But 
alas  for  the  vanity  of  hopes    alone.      She    died    in    six    or    eight 
hours  after  from  pure  exhaustion.      I  )uring  the  entire  course  of  the 
ease  I  called  lor  counsel  but  was  staved  off  by  this  flattering    re- 
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mark;  "Veil,  if  you  can't  do  der  pizness,  what's  der  good  of  more 
doctors?"  I  could  not  leave  the  poor  woman.  Every  condition 
said  death,  and  hope  resided  only  in  one  chance,  and]  determined 
that  this  should  not  be  lost.  I  was  surrounded  by  a  host  of  vis- 
iting women  whose  peculiar  ideas  of  humanity  were  shocked  at 
the  partial  mutilation  of  even  a  dead  fretus,  but  still  howled  in 
ray  ears,  "For  God's  sake  save  her."  I  did  ray  duty  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  and  I  would, — had  I  been  two  days  sooner  at  the 
bedside — undoubtedly  have  saved  the  woman.  This  is  the  first 
woman  who  has  lost  her  life  in  or  after  a  confinement  that  I  have 
attended  since  I  came  to  Dakota,  some  four  years  ago,  and  1  have 
done  a  good,  steady  practice.  Whatever  is  said  in  prejudice 
against  this  case  by  the  surrounding  profession  is  from  a  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances.  For  as  Prof.  Lusk  says  in  his 
work  on  obstetrics,  "However  rational  all  this  sounds  in  theory, 
rotation  within  a  rigidly  contracted  uterus  is  easier  to  represent 
by  diagram  than  to  carry  our  in  practice."  Page  375.  What 
ever  a  few  ignorant,  gossiping  old  woman  may  sav  about  it,  is  the 
result  of  false  and  foolish  sentiment,  based  on  the  fact  that  "All 
who  cure  are  saints,  while  devils  let  them  die." 
Respectfully  and  sincerely 
Milltown,  Dak,  Aug.  6th,  1886.  Albert  Carr,  M.  D. 


A  CASE  IN  PRACTICE. 


BY  E.  A.   FISHER,  M.  D.,  LONG  PRAIRIE,  MINN. 


About  three  months  ago  Mrs.  R.,  an  intelligent  German  lady, 
twenty-four  years  of  age  and  the  mother  of  four  healthy  children, 
called  me  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  an  occurrence  which  had 
excited  both  her  wonder  and  alarm.  She  informed  me  that  a  few- 
days  previous  to  ray  visit,  while  walking  across  the  room,  she  ex- 
perienced a  peculiar  sensation  ,  which  she  described  as  a  "sudden 
giving  way,"  accompanied  by  a  profuse  discharge  of*  some  fluid 
which  she  supposed  to  be  blood  until  an  examination  showed 
nothing  beyond  a  light,  almost  colorless  fluid.  So  profuse  was 
this  discharge  that  her  underclothing  was  completely  drenched, 
and  quite  a  large  spot  was  seen  upon  the  carpet   where    she    was 
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standing  at  the  time.      There  was  no    premonition,    nor    was    any 
pain  experinced  at  or  after  the  discharge. 

Aside  from  a  temporary  nervous  disturbance,  incident  to  so  un- 
looked  for  and  to  her  unaccountable  an  experience,  everythin 
moved  along  as  smoothly  as  before.  She  ate  and  slept  as  usual 
and  seemed  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  health.  She,  however,  in- 
formed me  that  she  had  not  menstruated  for  three  months,  but 
had  attributed  this  to  the  fact  of  a  severe  cold,  contracted  at  the 
commencement  of  her  last  menstrual  flow.  She  had  experienced 
none  of  the  usual  signs  of  pregnane v,  nor  had  she  noticed  any 
marked  fullness  or  heaviness  in  the  pelvic  region. 

I  directed  her  to  avoid  all  violent  exercise,  and  if,  at  the  next 
menstrual  period,  anything  unusual  should  occur,  to  notify  me 
promptly  as  she  might  need  assistance.  I  also  informed  her  of 
the  not  re  note  probability  of  a  copious  hemorrhage, and  instruct- 
ed her  as  to  its  management  until  I  should  arrive — the  distance 
being  about  ten   miles. 

About  a  week  later,  i  was  summoned  by  telegraph,  with  the  re- 
quest to  use  all  possible  haste.  On  my  arrival  1  found  the  pa- 
tient suffering  a  high  degee^of  nervous  excitement;  pulse  rapid, 
but  feeble,  and  suffering  severe  ;dabor  pains'*  with  profuse  hem- 
orrhage. A  digital  examination  revealed  the  os  uteri  dilated  to 
about  the  size  of  a  silver  half  dollar,  and  rilled  with  a  soft,  mova- 
ble substance,  which  I  thought  might  be  placenta.  Carefully  in- 
troducing the  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  pushing  the  mass  up  and 
to  one  side,  I  felt  a  portion  of  membrane  glide  through  the  chan- 
nel formed  by  the  fore  and  middle  fingers,  and  grasping  it  be- 
tween the  fingers  1  drew  it  out  through  the  vagina  with  but 
light  effort.  Returning  the  hand,  I  next  introduced  the  forefin  - 
ger  fully  within  the  uterus,  when  I  discovered  not  a  placenta,  as 
I  had  at  first  .thought,  but  a  dense  mass,  apparently  as  large  as  the 
closed  hand,  one  side  of  which  was  attached  to  the  wall  of  the 
uterus.  Sweeping  the  finger  end  along  the  uterine  wall  I  suc- 
ceeded in  disengaging  the  mass,  which  with  some  difficulty  1  re- 
moved, in  a  semi-mangled  condition.  Hemorrhage  ceased,  and 
after  the  necessary  attention  had  been  given  the  patient  I  turned 
my  attention  to  the  late  removed  tissue  and  membrane. 

The  mass,  or  mole  presented  a  semi-fibrous  formation,  sufficient 
to  fill  an  ordinary  drinking  goblet,  having  its  free  surface  covered 
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with  a  smooth,  shining  membrane,  in  appearance  very  like  ordi- 
nary serous  membrane.  Working  wholly  under  cover,  I  had  not 
seen,  nor  had  I  till  now  thought  more  of  the  membrane  just  re- 
moved, which  I  supposed  at  the  time  was  a  part  of  the  ruptured 
amniotic  sac.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  on  examination 
an  unruptured  sac,  containing  about  four  fluid  drachms  of  liquor 
amnii,  in  which  was  seen  a  fcetus  apparently  of  one  month's  growth. 

My  curiosity  being  now  fully  excited  I  made  a  more  strict  search 
to  ascertain  if  any  previous  connection  had  existed  between  the 
mole  growth  and  the  sac.  Not  the  slightest  evidence  of  such 
connection  could  be  discovered.  Evidently  they  were  as  inde- 
pendent of  each  other  as  though  found  in  seperate  uteri.  I  pre- 
served the  sac  containing  the  fcetus,  also  about  two-thirds  of  the 
mole  growth,  both  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  museum  of  the  Min- 
nesota Hospital  College. 

As  this  mole  growth,  according  to  recognized  authority,  is  the 
result  of  a  blighted  ovum,  it  is  evident  there  must  have  been  a 
plural  conception  in  this  case.  If  so,  the  foetus  must  have  re- 
mained in  utero  for  several  weeks  after  its  developement  was  ar- 
rested, in  other  words,  after  its  death. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  however,  to  theorize  in  a  case  the  minu- 
tiae of  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain.  1  merely  state  the 
facts,  and  leave  the  explantion  to  those  better  versed  in  the  in- 
tricate science  of  embryology. 

1  will  only  add  that  the  patient  was  treated  precisely  the  same 
as  in  ordinary  cases  of  abortion  or  miscarriage,  and  at  this  date  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  better  health  than  at  any  previous  time  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years.  A  moderate  hemorrhage  was  observed 
at  her  next  menstrual  period,  which,  however,  was  easily  con- 
trolled, her  next  presenting  no  unusual  symptoms. 


OUR    PROFESSIONAL    LIKES    ANL    DISLIKES 


\\X  S.   B.    MCGLUMPHY,    M.   I).,  YANKTON,  I>.  T. 


[Read  before  the  Dakota  Medical  Society] 
The  older  I  become  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  more  thor- 
oughly I  am  convinced  of  the  fact   that  as    medical   men   we  are 
prone  to   harbor  petty   jealousies  and   to  emphasize  real  or  sup- 
posed defects  in  the  practice  and  personal  character  of  our  med- 
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ical  brethren,  than  either  of  the  other  learned  professions. 

This  abnormal  course  is  cherished  by  us  and    even    rolled  as  a 
sweet  morsel  on  our  tongues,   irrespective  of  the  standing  or  pro- 
fessional influence  of   the    regular    medical  faculty.     We  appear 
almost    totally    to    disregard    the    old    adage    uIn  union  there  is 
strength."     The  truth  of  this  dogmatism  will  be  more  clearly  shown 
by  a  few  illustrations.     We  assemble  as  we  have  today  in  conven- 
tion, and  establish  a  feebill,  but  almost  before    the    printer's    ink 
becomes  dry  upon  our    card    boards    we  are  induced  to  cut  down 
these  established  charges  in  the  vain  hope  of  securing  a   continu- 
ance of  patronage,  without  stopping  to  consider  the  fact  that  ir- 
regularity in  charges  coupled  with    looseness   in    collections,  are 
the    surest    roads    to  professional  bankruptcy  that  physicians  can 
travel:  vet  notwithstanding  this  very  important  part  of  our  calling, 
we  find  it  practically  impossible  to  procure  a  concert  of  action  in 
our  county  or  district    medical    societies.      And    in    meeting    our 
brethren  in  consultation;  if  it  bean  important  case,  these  vain  pro- 
pensities will  up  within  us  and  bias  our  conduct  to  the   detriment 
of  the  attending  physician    by  weakening  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  the  patient  himself  as  well  as  the  patient's  friends.      In 
these  cases  we  have  the  advantage  of  our  fellow  practitioner  and 
it  is  with  a  feeling  of  sadness  that  I  am   constrained    to    say    that 
some  of  us  exert  a  studied  effort  to  portray  our   extended   knowl- 
edge of  the  peculiar    bearing    of    all    the  symptoms — for  weal  or 
woe — upon  the  case;  consequent  upon  this  is  a  demand  for  a  rad- 
ical and  immediate  change  of  treatment,  and  if  what  1  have  sug- 
gested be  faithfully  carried  out,  the  recovery  of  the    patient  will 
be  beyond  a  perad venture;  or,  if  a  contrary  opinion  seems  prac- 
ticable, he  observes  in  solemn  tones,  uIf  I  had  been  called  earlier 
the  patient's  life  might  have  been    saved,"    and   in    conversation 
with  the  friends  of  the  patient  during  the  progress  of  the  case  we 
are  very  apt  to  drop  remarks  reflecting  upon  the  skill  of  the  phy- 
sician in  charge,  and  at  the  same    time  comment  largely  and  pro- 
foundly   upon   any  change  of  symptoms  which  may  have  occured. 
Then  again,  some  one  of  us  is  called  upon  in  a   certain    neigh- 
borhood, to  treat  an  epidemic  of  some    disease  which  proves  very 
fatal  to  those  attacked,  and  we  have  to  bear  the  self -mortification 
<>f  burying  a  number  of  our  patients.      Here  again  crops  out    this 
same  propensity  to  delineate    similar   epidemics,    with    flattering 
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success  in  treatment  and  almost  universal  recovery.  One  more 
if  you  please: — some  member  having  a  case  of  midwifery  looses 
the  mother,  and  especially  if  the  mother  and  child  both  die;  then 
we  hear  reports  from  physicians  of  hundreds  of  cases  without  a 
single  fatal  accident.  I  might  cite  cases  running  through  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  physician's  practice,  but  it  is  so  humiliating  to 
portray  the  many  other  examples  of  our  morbid  likes,  that  1  for- 
bear. 

Our  professional  dislikes  are  apparentlv  as  thoroughly  infused 
in  our  daily  professional  intercourse.  It  grates  upon  our  sensi- 
bilities to  observe  that  a  medical  associate  has  gained  a  more  luc- 
rative practice  than  ourselves;  or  that  by  untiring  zeal  any  of 
them  have  attained  eminence  in  a  special  branch  of  our  profes- 
sion; or  if  they  hold  a  public  trust  which  we  think  raises  them 
above  the  daily  rounds  of  practice;  or  if  indeed  they  have  ob- 
tained any  real  or  supposed  vantage-ground,  the  ever  watchful 
eye  of  criticism  is  scrutinizing  their  every  action.  In  view  of 
this  alarming  state  of  affairs  in  our  beloved  profession,  1  embrace 
this  early  opportunity  at  the  very  organization  of  our  society,  to 
adjure  its  members  to  keep  wide  of  these  delusive  paths,  and  start 
a  nucleus  of  reform  in  this  society  which  will  spread  its  influence 
throughout  the  Territory.  It  i>  with  no  small  degree  of  pride 
that  1  express  the  conviction  that  by  earning,  skill  and  energy, 
the  members  of  this  society  will  be  eminently  fitted  t<>  hold  the 
regular  profession  of  medicine  in  this  part  of  the  Territory  high 
above  the  mediocrity.  If  we  desire  our  profession  to  command 
respect  among  men,  we  must  command  a  superior  respect  for 
ourseives.  "A  house  divided  against  itself-canm  t  stand/"  so  uis- 
cord  in  our  own  ranks  as  surely  tends  to  pervert  or  destroy  that 
higher  influence  which  physicians  are  so  justly  enitled  to.  Med- 
icine is  regarded  by  the  world  as  one  of  the  three  Learned  profes- 
sions, but  I  enquire  with  all  candor,  do  we  labor  together  earn- 
estly to  hold  it  in  that  esteem  whici  d  gnitv  of  the  title  de- 
mands, or  is  not  the  re  in  this  western  coun- 
try where  each  physician  is  a  law  unto  himself?  Is  there  not  a 
pressing  necessity,  even    within    our   own    compass,    for    ieform? 

Upon  this  topic  1  beg  your  indulgence  while  1  hint  at  a  few 
points  which  might  advance  the  interests  of  our  society.  If  we 
desire   its    advancement    we  must    step    out  of  the  small  circle  of 
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self  and  self  aggrandizement,  and  widen  and  deepen  our  profes- 
sional brotherly- love,  and  with  united  effort  proudly  raise  the  en- 
sign of  the  regular  physician  Far  above  the  "isms**  and  'Apathies'1 
which  are  the  allies  of  charlatanism  and  quackery.  Are  not  our 
interests  mutual?  If  success  crowns  our  efforts  in  healing  disease 
it  as  surely  establishes  public  confidence  in  the  system  we  prac- 
tice; and  to  the  maintenance  of  this  confidence  our  united  efforts 
and  energies  should  be  devoted;  for  by  it  our  circle  of  practice  is 
widened  and  our  ambition  to  do  the  most  good  to  the  greatest 
number  is  at  least  partially  realized. 

Next  to  harmony  of  action  in  our  professional  and    social  inter- 
course is  the  establish  men  t  <>i'  a  carefully  arranged  fee-bill,  which 
should  embrace  ;i  fair  mid    just    compensation    for    our     services, 
systematically    graded  from    an  cilice  prescription  t<>  a  major  sur- 
gical operation;  bul  instead  of  having  it  based  upon    the    system 
of  maximum  charges,    it  shoul  I  be  based  upon  the  minimum,  and 
below  this  no  member  sii  mid  be  allowed  to  charge,     but    can     at 
his  pleasure  charge  above  this  minimum    fee.      'Phis,  to  mv  mind, 
will  completely  overcome  the    many    disadvantages    claimed    by 
those  opposed  to  fee  bills  as    generally  adopted  by  medical  socie- 
ties.     It  would  most  certainly  obviate  the  tendency  among  us    to 
cut  under  each  other's  charges  which  is  the  strongest  point  raised 
agaitst    its    adoption,    though    1    have  failed  to  observe  that  even 
this  produces  more  discord  an. one-    medical  men  than  the  no-fee- 
bill  system.      1 1  would  not  be  necessary    to    have    these    fee-bills 
placarded  upon  our  office  walls,  or  printed  upon  the  backs  of  our 
monthly  statements  to  insure  a  faithful  observance,    for    no    com- 
bination of  circumstances  should  induce  us  to    disregard  our  obli- 
gation as  to  their  observance.      Jn    regard  to  collecting-  these  fees 
after  our  services  have  been  rendered,  have  we  not  all  felt  our  in- 
ability to   pursue  any  course  which     would  long  induce  our    tardy 
patrons  to  prompt  payment?      There    is  one    plan  which  ]  think  it 
would  be    wise    to    incorporate    an^ong-  the  cardinal  tenets  of  our 
society;  that,  is  to  cause  this  class  to  make    satisfactory  settlement 
with  their  former  medical  attendant  before    we"    engage    to   make 
regular  professional  visits,  either  to  themselves  or    their    families. 
If  such  a  plan    were    adopted,    and    carry  with  it  the  undivided 
strength  of  our  society,  we  could  successfully  meet  that    class    of 
persons  who  employ  one  physician  as   long  as   they  can    without 
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paying  him  and  then  seek  the  services  of  the  others  in  their  turn 
with  the  same  object  in  view;  and  it  would  stimulate  that  larger 
class  to  more  prompt  payment  who  settle  all  other  bills  before 
they  pay  the  doctors.  The  last  legislature  passed  an  act  bearing 
upon  this  point  which  will  materially  aid  our  profession  by  a  con- 
cert of  action  in  successfully  prosecuting  such  a  plan.  It  amend- 
ed that  section  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  pertaining  to  the 
exemption  of  personal  property,  so  that  it  reads  as  follows: — Noth- 
ing in  this  chapter  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  any  person- 
al property  from  execution  for  laborers1  or  mechanics"  wages  or 
physicians'  bills  except  that  absolutely  exempt.  The  act  also 
provides  that  no  physician  shall  be  entitled  to  its  benefits  who  is 
not  a  graduate  of  some  reputable  school  of  medicine  or  who  can 
not  produce  a  certificate  of  qualification  from  some  state  or  terri- 
torial medical  society.  These  1  consider  as  very  important  steps 
in  the  right  direction,  the  first  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  collect 
from  nearly  nine  tenths  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of  our  pro- 
fessional services,  and  the  second  prohibits  the  empirics  from  col- 
lecting their  fees  by  leo-al  process,  and  thereby  boldly  drawing 
the  line  of  distinction  between  the  educated  physician  and  the 
quack.  There  is  no  tangible  reason  why  we  should  not  guard 
this  part  of  our  business  as  closely  as  the  legal  profession.  ThVv 
have  an  established  usage  of  requiring  retainers  of  their  clients 
before  the  time  of  trial,  and  make  definite  stipulations  with  them 
for  the  remainder  of  their  fees.  But  we  are  satisfied  without  any 
definite  system  to  face  the  storms  and  work  while  we  should  sleep 
to  battle  with  the  many  diseases  which  afflict  the  members  of  tie 
community  in  which  we  live,  and  when  the  time  comes  when  we 
are  obliged  to  lay  off  the  armor  and  quit  the  ranks  of  active 
practice  we  find  that  we  are  poor,  not  because  we  have  not  done 
sufficient  professional  labor  to  obtain  a  sufficiency,  but  because 
we  failed  to  collect  that  which  justly  belonged  to  ourselves  and 
our  families.  . 

{Concluded  in  our  next  issue.) 


A  xeav  ANTISEPTIC  has  been  introduced,  called  in  commerce 
sozolic  acid;  but  its  chemical  name  is  orthoxy-phenysulphurous 
acid.  The  microbes  bust  theirselves  trying  to  pronounce  the 
name. — Index. 
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THE    MISSISSIPPI    VALLEY    MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 


It  is  with  satisfaction  that  we  note  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
our  Western  contemporaries  support  the  proposition  of  making1 
the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  the  great  society  of 
the  Central  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  not  without 
some  degree  of  pleasure  that  we  view  the  efforts  of  a  few  East- 
ern journals  to  discourage  the  project,  as  to  us  this  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  rapid  growth  of  Western  medical  centers, 
with  the  consequent  dropping  off  of  patronage  from  the  West, 
North-west  and  South  is  being  felt;  that  a  new  era  in  the  medic- 
al history  of  that  portion  of  the  United  States  lying  West  of  the 
Allegheuies  has  already  dawned;  that  since  this  region  can  boast 
of  men  who  are  foremost  among  the  scientific  physicians  of  Amer- 
ica, we  no  longer  have  to  depend  entirely  on  Eastern  luminaries 
for  light — that  even  aside  from  the  immaculate  One  Hundred, 
some  worth  exists. 

That  the  perfection  of  this  organization  can  but  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  parent  association  is  empty  twaddle,  since  the  very 
men  who  most  earnestly  advocate  its  formation,  have  been,  and 
are  -still,  the  most  active  for  the  good  of  the  national  society,  to 
which  it  will  be,  in  every  sense,  auxiliary.  In  inaugurating  this 
movement  one  of  the  first  steps  is  being  taken  towards  throwing 
<>ff  our  swaddling    clothes  and  asserting  our  manhood;  and,  as  the 
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territory  included  in  the  call  embraces  one  of  the  natural  geo- 
graphical divisions  of  the  United  States,  and  as  the  spirit  of  en- 
terprise, the  loyalty  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and  the 
intelligence  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  grand  district  are  favorable, 
we  feel  safe  in  predicting  a  career  of  uninterrupted  usefulness 
for  this  association. 


We  publish  the  case  of  Dr.  Carr  without  further  comment  than 
to  say  that  his  description  of   it   is    certainly    unfque.     We   have 

serious  doubts  of  his  practice  being  generally  adopted. 


80UTHEBN  DISTRICT  PHARMACEUTICAL    AS- 
SOCIATION   OF    DAKOTA. 


In  accordance  with  the  call  issued,  the  druggists  from  (differ- 
ent parts  of  South  Dakota,  met  at  the  Alex.  Mitchell  Hotel,  in 
this  city,  October  20,  1880,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:30  o'clock  and  1).  S. 
White  was  elected  temporary  chairman  and  W.  S.  Branch  tem- 
porary secretary,  and  D.  S.  White,  F.  M.  Hammer  and  V.  B. 
Diehl  were  chosen  to  draft  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  till  3  p.  m. 

The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  by  the  temporary 
chairman.  The  temporary  secretary  read  several  telegrams  from 
druggists  in  different  localities  expressing  regrets  at  their  inabil- 
ity to  be  present,  but  promising  their  hearty   co-operation 

In  a  report  for  the  committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
F.  M.  Hammer  stated  that  of  the  constitutions  of  numerous  state 
associations  examined  by  them,  the  one  adopted  by  the  North 
Dakota  was  the  most  concise  and  came  the  nearest  to  meeting 
the  requirements.  It  was  then  read  and  discussed,  article  by  ar- 
ticle, and  with  a  few  changes  was  adopted.  The  following  officers 
were  then  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: — President,  D.  S.  White, 
Flandrau;  1st  Vice  President.  A.  Sampson,  Woonsocket;  2d  Viee 
President,  V.  B.  Diehl,  Scotland:  Secretary,  W.  S.  Branch,  Par- 
ker; Treasurer,  L.  T.  Dunning,  Sioux  Falls.     The  following  Ex. 
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ecutive  Committee  was  then  elected:  E.  M.  Smith,  Woonsocket; 
J.  L.  Kreychie,  Iroquois;  J.  E.  Kendall,  Parker. 

On  motion  a  Committee  on  Legislation  was  elected  as  follows: 
V.  M.  Hammer,  Mitchell;  D.  S.  White,  Flandrau;  L,  M.  Purdy, 
Yankton.  The  President  then  appointed  the  following  committee 
on  Queries:  N.  J.  Bleser,  Milbank;  S.  W.  Cleave,  Bridge  water; 
H.  P.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls. 

A  motion  was  carried  suspending  the  article  in  the  By-Laws  re- 
lating to  membership,  for  three  months;  so  that  any  regular  drug- 
gist, pharmacist  or  drug  clerk  who  has  had  at  least  three  years 
actual  experience  in  the  business,  may,  upon  signing  the  consti- 
tution and  paying  the  membership  fee  and  yearly  dues,  become 
a  member  of  the  Association. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  in  Sioux  Falls,  on 
Tuesday,  September  6,  1887,  and,  judging  by  the  energy  and 
qualifications  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  organization, 
much  good  work  may  be  expected  at  and  before  that  time. 


The  Medical  Didex  makes  the  inquiry,  "What  became  of  An- 
nanias?"  We  have  found  him.  For  full  particulars  address  this 
office  with  stamp. 


JKELAXl)  .VXD      THE      IxTERXATIOXAL      MEDICAL     CONGRESS. 

•*ln  addition  to  Sir  William  Stokes,  president  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,''  says  the  ''British  Medical  Journal," 
•'whose  appointment  as  a  vice-president  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress  of  next  year  was  noticed  in  the  Journal,  last 
week,  Dr.  Banks,  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  in  the  University 
of  Dublin,  and  the  prospective  president-elect  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  has  also  been  enrolled  as  a  vice-president. 
Dr.  John  William  Moore,  a  well-known  Dublin  physician,  met- 
eorologist, and  sanitarian,  has  likewise  been  made  a  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Section  on  "Medical  Climatology  and  Demography.1 
We  are  glad  to  hear  of  these  honors,  looking  upon  them  as  com- 
pliments to  the  profession  in  Ireland  in  the  person  of  some  of  its 
representative  members.  At  first  it  looked  as  if  Ireland  was 
going  to  be  ignored;  lor  in  the  list  of  officers  of  the  Congress 
that  was  recently  published  the  name  of  one  Irish  medical  man 
<wly  appeared." — N'eio  York  Medical  Journal. 
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SMALL  DOSES  WHLCH  ABE  EFFECTUAL. 


Under  this  heading  a  writer  in  the  XasJiville  Journal  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery,  says: 

The  tendency  in  prescribing  is  to    elegance    and    pleasantness. 

Although  we  have  capsules,  wafers,  sugar  and  chocolate  coat- 
ings, yet  the  drug  may  prove  inert  by  the  insolubility  of  its  coat- 
ins.  Since  the  discovery  of  various  alkaloids,  small  doses  have 
become  more  common.  If  drugs  are  effectual  in  small  doses  fre- 
quently repeated,  why  not  prescribe  small  doses? 

But  do  not  understand  me  to  say  that  we  can  prescribe  for  all 
diseases  in  this  manner.  There  are  some  troubles  which  are  only 
overcome  by  heroic  doses. 

In  diphtheria,  scarlatina,  follicular  tonsillitis,  potassium  chlor- 
ate in  one  grain  doses  every  half- hour,  affords  much  relief,  and  is 
curative. 

One-grain  doses  of  croton  chloral  every  half-hour,  in  many 
forms  of  neuralgia,  is  beneficial. 

In  obstinate  urticaria,  salicylate  of  soda  in  two  grain  doses 
every  half-hour,  acts  well;  also  drop  doses  of  balsam  of  copaiba 
everv  half  .hour. 

The  vomiting  of  drunkards  is  often  helped  by  half-drop  dcses 
of  Fowlers  solution. 

For  vomiting  of  infants,  one  grain  of  calomel  to  one  ounce  of 
lime  water;  to  this  add  one  pint  of  pure  water,  and  give  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  mixture  every  ten  minutes. 

In  wheezing  and  cough  of  children  with  bronchitis,  good  re- 
sults may  be  obtained  with  tartar  emetic,  one  graitj  to  two  pints 
of  water;  teaspoonful  every  half-hour. 

Sick  headache  is  often  relieved  by  one  drop  of  tine.  nux.  vom- 
ica every  five  minutes. 

One  of  our  best  remedies  for  inflammation  of  the  bladder  is 
tine,  canthandes,  one  drop  every  hour. 

In  excessive  menstruation,  fl.  ext.  ergot  has  been  successfully 
used  in  minim  doses  every  half-hour,  for  six  or  eight  hours  be- 
fore the  expected  flow.  A  simple  febrile  movement,  with  hot, 
dry  skin,  full  and  bounding  pulse,  may  be  relieved  by  half-drop 
of  tine,  aconite  root  every  half -hour;  also  useful  in  acute  nasal 
catarrh. 
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Sub-acute  nasal  catarrh,  with  abundant  secretions,  is  often  de- 
layed by  minim  doses  of  tine,  belladonna,  every  half-hour  until 
eight  or  ten  minims  are  taken. 

In  malarial  fever,  when  quinine  fails,  picric  acid,  gr.  1.8,  in 
combination  with  ammonia,  is  used  with  benefit;  also  beneficial 
in  pertussis. 

In  asthma,  with  indigestion  and  anaemia,  Fowler's  solution 
one  drop  doses  often  proves  remarkably  beneficial. 

A.pomorphia,  gr.  1-20  three  or  four  times  a  day,  of  ten  produces 
brilliant  results  in  spasmodic  cough. — DaniePs  Texas  Med.  Jour. 


HYDRONAPHTHOL. 


We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  new  anti- 
septic, as  one  destined  to  win  a  far  higher  place  than  most  of  the 
new  compounds  recently  produced  by  the  searchers  in  organic 
chemistry.  It  is  non-corrosive,  non-poisonous  and  inodorous.  Its 
antiseptic  power  is  far  greater  than  that  of  carbolic  acid.  It  ig 
not  decomposed  by  the  products  of  putrefaction.  Is  is  not 
volatile  at  ordinary  temperatures.  The  vapor  is  not  harmful  when 
inhaled.  It  will  not  injure  colors  or  fabrics.  It  is  soluble  in 
1000  times  its  weight  in  water;  and  this  strength  is  sufficient  to 
indefinitely  preserve  organic  substances  from  decomposition; 
and  yet  has  no  injurious  effect  on  living  tissues.  It  will  not  in- 
jure the  edge  of  the  surgeon's  instruments.  It  is  freely  soluble 
in  alcohol,  ether,  chloroform,  glycerine,  benzole  and  the  fixed 
oils.  Mixed  in  absorbent  powders,  like  fuller's  earth,  it  can  be 
dusted  over  wounds  or  dressings,  like  iodoform;  a  two  per  cent, 
mixture  being  strong  enough.  Any  of  the  ordinary  substances 
used  in  dressing  wounds  may  be  soaked  in  its  alcoholic  solution 
and  dried;  the  crystals  of  hydronaphthol  adhering  to  the  tissues 
of  the  dressing.- — Medical  World. 


Dr.  Greexleaf,  a  prominent  physician  of  Milton,  la.,  died  Tues- 
day afternoon  from  the  effects  of  an  overdose  of  tincture  of  nux 
vomica.  This  is  the  second  physician  of  Van  Buren  County  that 
lias  lost  his  life  by  dispensing  his  own  medicines.  It  would  seem 
the  safer  rule  to  prescribe  medicines  and  have  them  dispensed  by 
a  competent  druggist. — [Fort  Madison  (la.)  Plaindealer,  Octo- 
ber 9. 
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CARE  OF   CHILDREN  IN  WINTER. 


One- half  of  the  deaths  among  children  in  winter  might  be 
prevented  by  proper  care.  Croups,  pneumonias,  "colds,"  and 
other  kindred  affections,  so  common  (and  so  fatal)  in  winter  owe 
their  origin  in  a  great  part  to  improper  dress    and    surroundings. 

Three-fourths  of  American  children,  particularly  girls,  are  im- 
perfectly clad  in  winter.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  correct 
this — and  no  influence  save  that  of  the  "family  doctor"  will  avail. 
Children  should  be  warmly  dressed,  the  whole  body  clothed  in 
flannel,  and  the  amount  such  that  the  children  may  with  comfort 
play  out  of  doors  except  in  the  coldest  weather.  The  plan  of 
making  girls'  dresses  long,  which  is  now  becoming  fashionable. 
must  be  encouraged,  the  dress  which  comes  only  to  the  knees 
being  an  abomination.  So,  too,  the  style  which  cuts  a  boy's 
trousers  short  at  the  knee  should  be  condemned.  Make  all  gar- 
ments come  to  the  ankle — in  that  way  only  will  the  legs  be  pro- 
tected. If  short  garments  must  be  worn,  insist  upon  heavy 
woolen  stockings,  and  <ihr<nj.<  have  two  pair  worn  when  the  child 


goes  out,  or  in  lieu  of  this,  good,  warm  "le 

Sunlitrht  is  essential  to  the  growth  and  health  of  dhildren,  and 
they  should  be  sent  out  of  doors  for  several  hours  everv  day  that 
the  sun  shines.  Above  all.  let  sunlight  into  the  house— the  pres- 
ervation of  the  life  and  health  of  the  children  is  of  more  impor- 
tance than  the  fading  of  a  carpet! 

Every  house  should  be  provided  with  a  thermometer,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  rooms  maintained  at  about  70  c  F.,  never 
allowing  it  to  fall  below  67  z  or  rise  above  73  c  .  At  the  same 
time  plenty  of  pure,  fresh  air  must  be  admitted  into  the  house. 
Particularly  is  this  true  at  night — while  the  temperature  should 
be  kept  at  or  near  70  c  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  bed- 
rooms be  thoroughly  ventilated,  plenty  of  good,  fresh  air  being 
the  greatest  requisite  in  securing  health  and  beauty;  at  the  same 
time  all  draughts  should  be  carefully  excluded. 

Children  should  be  well  nourished.  To  this  end,  good,  whole- 
seme,  easily-digested  food  is  the  sine  qua  non.  Plenty  of  rich, 
sweet  milk,  good  bread  and  butter,  nice  lean  roast  beef  and  po- 
tatoes, with  oat-meal  or  cracked  wheat  in  abundance,  together 
with  mellow  apples  and  other   digestible  fruit,  and  occasionally  a 
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little     patry — these  will  generally  keep  them  free  from    diseases 
from  diseases   of  all   kinds. 

Doctors,  teach  these  things!  Let  your  patrons  know  that  hy- 
gienic surroundings  and  care  mean  life,  and  health,  and  happi- 
ness; and  that  non -attention  to  these  rules  means  a  house  made 
desolate  by  the  hand  of  death. — Medical  Index. 


TEX  COMMANDMENTS  FOR  BATHERS. 


The  following  rules  are  from  the  Rundschau  (Prag): 

1.  While    suffering   from   violent   mental    excitement    do    not 

bathe. 

"I.   When  suffering  from  suddenly  occurring  or  from  continued 

illness,  do  not  bathe. 

3.  After  sleepless  nights  or  excassive  exercise,    do    not    bathe, 
unless  you  first  rest  a  few  hours. 

4.  After  meals,  and  especially  after    taking    alcoholic   liquors, 
do  not  bathe. 

5.  Take  your  time  on  the  way  to  the  bathing-house  or    beach. 

6.  On  arriving  at  the  beach  inquire  about  the  depth    and    cur- 
rents of  the  water. 

7.  Undress  slowly,  but  then  go  at  once  into  the  water. 

8.  Jump  in  head  first,  or,  at  least  dip  under  quickly,  if  you  do 
not  like  to  do  the  first. 

9.  Do  not  remain  too  long  in  the  water,    especially  if  you    are 
not  very  robust. 

10.  After  bathing,  rub  the  body  to  stimulate  circulation,    then 
dress  quickly,  and  then  take  moderate  exercise. — Nat.  Druggist. 


BEL  L.  I  DONNA  FOR  8  T EM  LIT  Y. 


Dr.  Jones  recommends  belladonna  internally  for  sterility. 
After  a  number  of  weeks  administration  the  ladies  become  preg- 
nant. 

This  is  important  if  true,  and  may  be  a  source  of  much  happi- 
ness to  patients  longing  for  the  joys  of  maternity,  but  is 
another  argument  against  the  use  of  belladonna  for  cosmetic 
purposes,  by  unmarried  belles. —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 
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MISCELLANEO  US. 


Urethax  is  now  used  as  an  antidote  to  strychnine. 

Missouri  now  has  twenty-three  medical  colleges — more  than 
any  other  state  in  the  Union. 

Bixiodide  of  mercury  is  insoluble  in  vaseline,  but  dissolves  in 
200  parts  of  lard  or  50  parts  of  castor  oil — a  fact  to  be  remember- 
ed when  prescribing  it  for  innuction. 

Tryixg  to  do  business  without  advertising  is  like  winking  at  a 
pretty  girl  throgh  a  pair  of  green  goggles.  You  may  know  what 
you  are  doing,  but  nobody  else  does. 

Coxvu/lsioxs  may  be  frequently  cut  short  like  magic  by  turn- 
ing the  patient  on.  his  left  side.  The  nausea,  as  an  after  effect  of 
chloroform  and  ether  narcosis,  may  be  generally  controlled  in 
the  same  manner. — Chicago  Medical  Times. 

Test  for  Mineral  Acids  ix  Vinegar. — Dr.  Fohring  (Pharm. 
Central kalle)  recommends  sulphide  of  zinc  (ZnS)  as  a  test  for 
mineral  acids  in  vinegar.  The  vinegar  is  heated  with  a  little  of 
the  sulphide  in  a  test  tube,  and,  if  pure,  no  odor  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  is  perceptible.  The  smallest  quantity  of  a  mineral 
acid  (here  chiefly  sulphuric)  evolves  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

A  correspoxdext  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  states  that 
aneurism  of  the  middle  cerebral  arteries  followed  by  hemorrhage 
and  death,  are  common  in  chronic  inebriety.  Atheroma  and 
fatty  changes  take  place,  resulting  in  aneurism,  which  after  a 
time  break,  causing  death.  In  cases  of  sudden  death  in  chronic 
cases  of  inebriates,  such  a  pathological  condition  will    be    found. 

Theixe. — Dr.  Mays  has  found  this  drug  very  useful  in  neural- 
gia, myalgia,  and  other  painful  affections.  From  one- half  to  two 
and  one-half  grains  were  injected  at  or  near  the  pain-centre.  It 
seems  to  exert  its  inffluence  on  the  trunk  of  the  nerve  at  the 
point  of  injection,  and  then  to  distribute  itself  downward  along 
its  course.  Nothing  occured  to  show  that  it  produced  any  syste- 
matic disturbance.  It  is  very  prompt  in  its  action;  relief  ensu- 
ing within  five  minutes.  The  strictly  local  action  gives  it  an 
immense  advantage  over  other  analgesics.— Therap  Gazette. 
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Narceine  for  Infants. — Laborde  reports  that  in  many  dis- 
eases of  children  narceine  is  superior  to  morphine.  It  induces 
sleep  and  diminishes  bronchial  secretion.  It  is  very  advantageous 
in  whooping  cough  and  nocturnal  coughs.  As  an  analgesic  it 
lias  not  the  power  of  morphine.  It  is  administered  in  syrup  or 
in  suppositories. — Journ.  de  Med.  de  Paris. — Journ.  American 
Medical  Association . 

For  acute  rhinitis  in  its  incipent  stages,    of   all    the    remedies 
tried  by  Dr.  Sajous,  the  following  has  given  the  best  results.     In 
the  Doctor's  words,  "it  acts  like  magic." 
R     Morphine    acetat.  -  -  4  grains. 

Bismuthi  submit. 

Pulv.  talc,  -  -  -     aa  1  drachm. 

M     Fiant  chartae,  xxx.     8. — Use  as  a  snuff. 

Dr.  Sajous  states  that  this  will  check  a  very  bad  cold,  or  cory- 
za,  sometimes  with  only  one  sniff  of  the  powder. — Coll  and  Clin. 
Reporter. 


THE  TEMPERAMENTS. 

Sanguine. — The  body  lithe  and  active;  the  complexion  ruddy 
and  freckled;  the  hair  sandy  or  light  auburn;  the  eyes  grey  or 
light-hazel;  the  mind  resolute,  active,  sanguine. 

Bilious. — The  body  inclined  to  be  heavy,  but  often  powerful, 
the  complexion  dark;  the  hair  dark;  the  eyes  dark;  the  mind 
thoughtful,  reflective,  determined,  and  often  sad;  bilious. 

Nervous. — The  body  light  of  build,  rather  slow  of  movement; 
the  complexion  fair;  the  expression  thoughtful  and  intelligent; 
the  hair  flaxen,  or  very  light  brown;  the  eyes  blue,  or  bluish-grey; 
the  mind  active;  but  as  is  commonly  said,  nervous. 

Lymphatic. — The  body  large  and  cumbrous;  the  muscles  large 
and  flaccid;  the  movements  slow  and  hesitating;  the  complexion 
pale;  the  expression  heavy  and  dull;  the  hair  light  and  scanty; 
the  eyes  bluish-grey;  the  mind  slow,  but  not  unhappy — rather, 
in  fact,  of  easy  and  careless  disposition;  supine,  lymphatic. 

In  a  little  time  the  observer  soon  sees  the  combination  of  these 
temperaments;  and  writes  the  temperament  down,  whether  it  be 
simple  or  compound,  almost  at  a  glance.     Medical  World. 
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REMOVAL  OF  OFFICE. 

The  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration  has  been  re- 
moved from  Huron  to  Bismarck,  the  Territorial  officers  reporting 
to  the  Governor  being  required  to  have  their  offices  at  the  capital 
while  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  their  annual  and  biennial 
reports,  and  during  the  session  of  the  legislature.  It  is  trusted 
that  the  necessary  change  of  address  will  be  observed  by  all  cor- 
respondents of  the  office,  exchanges,  and  parties  seeking  infor- 
mation about  Dakota. — Bulletin  of  the  Com.  of Im. 

Injection  of  Carbolic  Acid  in  Hydrocele.- — Dr.  Wile,  in 
the  ET.  E .  Med.  Monthly,  reports  a  case  where  most  disastrous 
results  followed  this  method  of  treating  a  hydrocele.  A  large 
part  of  the  scrotum  sloughed  off,  exposing  the  testicle.  After 
long  suffering  the  patient  recovered.  Surgeons  should  be  cautious 
in  the  use  of  this  method.  Dr.  AYile  reports  that  in  over  sixty 
cases  he  has  injected  iodine,  without  a  single  failure  to  cure,  or 
any  undue  inflammation. 


BE  VIEWS. 


The  Physician's  Visiting  List, — (Lindsay  &  Blakiston's)  for 

1887.  Thirty-sixth  year  of  its  publication.  Philadelphia;  P. 
Blakiston,  Son.  &  Co.,  1012  Walnut  street. 

In  this  very  necessary  little  article,  covenience  of  arrangement, 
durability  of  binding  and  compactness  combine  to  make  the 
'•idear'  Visiting  List.  It  measures  6^x3|  inches,  and  the  small- 
est size  weighs  but  3J  ounces  and  is  only  j  of  an  inch  thick. 

Tn  addition  to  the  Calendar.  Table  of  Signs,  List  of  Poisons 
and  Antidotes,  Dose  Tables  etc.,  etc.,  the  following  "New  Feat- 
ures'' appear  in  the  issue  for  '87:  Disinfectants  and  Disinfecting; 
Examinations  of  Urine,  prepared  by  Judson  Daland  and  based 
upon  Prof.  Jas.  Tyson's  Hand  book  for  Practical  Examinations  of 
Urine;  List  of  Standard  Reference  Books;  Incoinpatibles  and  a 
cash  account. 

Erysipelas  Complicating  Parturition,  by  I.  N.  Love,  M. 
D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  President  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical 
Association.  [Reprint  from  The  Weekly  Medical  "Review,  Sep- 
tember 18,  1886.]  pp  4,  4to  J.  H.  Chambers  &  Co.,  St.  Louis  Mo. 
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le'^ItPk"  flysicianrflffieegliair. 


The  design  is  unique  and  beautiful,  making-  it  an  ornament  to  any  office.  It  is 
simple  in  its  adjustment,  absolutely  noiseless  and  can  be  placed  at  any  angle  with 
the  patient  in  or  out  of  it.  It  is  the  proper  height,  does  not  have  to  be  raised  or 
lowered  by  ratchet  in  rhe  presence  of  nervous  patients.  Its  simplicity  and  adapt- 
ability obviates  any  embarrassment  to  physician  or  patient  in  cases  of  emergency 
It  Is  universally  indorsed  by  the  profession. 

DIMENS1  N:  Length,  6  feet;  Height,  28  inches;  Width,  inside  of  arms.  21 
inches. 

Upholstered  in  Fine  Mohair,  Flush  or  Leather. 

ROBERTS  &  ALLISON. 

(Successors  to  J   H.  CLAHK  &  CO.) 

MANUFACTURERS. 
Nos.  85  and  87  East  South  St,  INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 

In  writing  please  mention  this  journal. 
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MISCHIE  VOUS  MID  WIFER  Y 


BY  E.  A.  FISHER,   M.  1).,  LONG  PRAIRIE,  MI^X. 


Seldom  has  my  indignation  been  so  thoroughly  aroused  as  in  a 
recent  obstetric  case,  the  essential  points  of  which  are  herewith 
given. 

About  eiofht  weeks  aefo  ]  was  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  a 
young  woman  who,  like  many  others  whose  timidity  leads  them 
to  shun  a  doctor,  periled  her  own  life  and  that  of  her  offspring  by 
trusting  to  an  ignorant  old  hag,  whose  boasted  skill  and  exper- 
ience would  eclipse  that  of  the  most  famous  obstetrician. 

Supposing  herself  to  have  reached  full  term,  and  feeling  a  few 
light  pains,  she  called  in  her  veteran  manager,  and  meekly  re- 
signed herself  to  her  care. 

Of  course  this  accomplished  personage  "made  an  examination;" 
that  is  to  say  she  forced  he  rough,  brawny,  and  not  over-clean 
hand  into  the  vagina  until  its  progress  was  arrested  by  what  her 
"experience"  led  her  to  call  a  head-  '*a  very  large  head,"  as  .she 
gravely  informed  her  audience.  As  this  head  was  an  obstacle  to 
delivery — of  the  body  she  determined  to  remove  it  and  give 
the  body  a  chance.  To  accomplish  this  she  "clutched  and  clawed'*1 
until  her  manipulations  became  unbearable,  and  the  victim  freed 
herself  by  a  well  directed  kick.      Not  l<    be  thus  easily    defeated. 
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tht*  oldjude  next  tried  the  sweating  process.  Jugsof  hot  water  were 

packed  about  the  patient  until  she  was  -cooked  tender,"  but  still 
no  result.  Her  ingenuity  now  took  another  turn,  one  at  least 
having  the  virtue  of  originality.  A  sheet  was  folded  to  about 
fourteen  inches  in  length  and  passed  under  the  woman's  loins, 
while  she  was  made  to  lie  flat  upon  her  back.  One  end  was 
given  to  an  attendant  with  positive  instructions  to  "hang  on," 
while  the  "operator,"  firmly  grasping  the  other  end.  endeavored 
by  means  of  vigorous  jerks  to  accomplish  delivery.  Just  how 
successful  this  new  method  might  have  proved  must  ever  remain 
a  mystery, for  the  performance  was  abruptly  terminated  by  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  the  husband,  who.  though  wholly  unversed 
in  such  matters,  had  to  much  native  sense  to  permit  so  outrag- 
eous a  procedure,  and  without  ceremony  dismissed  the  meeting. 
He  also  dispatched  a  messenger  in  haste,  but  the  distance  being 
eighteen  miles,  some  time  necessarily  elapsed  before  my    arrival. 

I  found  the  patient  suffering  quite  severe  labor  pains,  but.  on 
examination,  found  the  os  uteri  wholly  undilated.  The  soft  parts 
were  so  tender  that  the  greatest  gentleness  was  necessary  in 
making  the  examination,  a  fact  not  surprising  in  veiw  of  her 
previous  ban  ding.  It  being  evident  that  she  had  not  reached  full 
term,  my  efforts  were  directed  to  restoring  <|uiet.  and  eontroling 
pain,  and  in  about  two  hours  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my 
patient  quietly  sleeping.  It  was  now  past  midnight,  and  after 
watching  her  till  morning,  I  left  her  comfortable  and  cheerful. 
Perfect  rest  and  (piiet  were  enjoined,  and  but  little  medicine 
used  after  the  first  twentv-four  hours. 

Four  weeks  later  1  was  again  called  with  an  earnest  appeal  to 
make  the  best  time  possible,  as  it  was  feared  the  woman  would 
die  before  my  arrival.  Birth  had  occured  almost  without 
warning -the  child  was  all  right;  but  the  nurses  found  them- 
selve  powerless  to  control  hemorrhage,  and  the  woman  seemed 
fast  sinking. 

She  was  low  indeed  when  I  reached  her  but  fortunately  not 
too  low  to  rally,  though  it  was  a    hotly  contested  battle. 

How  much  her  previous  handling  had  to  do  with  this  post* 
parture  hemorrhage  1  will  not  pretend  to  say — perhaps  nothing. 

One  thing,  however,  I  can  assert  positively— she  will  never 
trust  to  the  "skill'"'  of  an  ignorant  old  beldame  again,  nor  recom. 
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mend  one  to  her  friends. 

While  the  history  of  this  case  is  an  illustration  of  what  may  be 
endured,  it  should  not  cause  us  to  lessen  the  care  with  which  we 
are  wont  to  surround  the  parturient  woman,  nor  that  thoughtful 
tenderness  which  should  guide  us  in  the  necessary  manipulations 
at  all  times. 

We  ought  also  to  improve  such  opportunities  to  impress  upon 
our  patients  and  those  in  attendance,  the  superiority  of  skilled 
management  over  that  worse  than  miksilled  fumbling  which  con- 
stitutes the  assistance  of  the  average  country  midwife.  We  ought 
to  go  even  farther  and  by  our  united  action  secure  the  passage  of 
such  wholesome  laws  as  would  frighten  the  unqualified  of  either 
sex  from  assuming  charge  of  obstetric  cases  except  in  the  dires 
emergency. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  adding  here  that  the  ignorant  old  Jez- 
abel  refered  to  in  this  writing  will  never  try  her  "patent process"5 
again  within  my  jurisdiction. 

1  should  be  loth  indeed  to  disparage  the  efforts  of  a  worthy,  un- 
pretending woman  who  in  case  a  physician  can  not  be  obtained, 
renders  all  possible  assistance  to  her  neighbor;  but  I  have  no 
words  with  which  to  express  my  loathing  and  contempt  for  that 
detestable  social  pest — the  self-constituted   midwife. 

As  members  of  a  noble  profession' we  owe  it  to  humanity  to 
use  our  honest  endeavors  to  crush  out  this  vampire  element  of 
society,  and  protect  womankind  from  a  danger  too  long  fostered 
by  the  very  ones  whose  utter  ignorance  of  the  laws  governing- 
reproduction  leads  them  to  trust  their  lives  in  the  hands  of  some 
ignorant  pretender. 

We  have  it  in  our  power,  without  undue  aggressiveness,  to 
impart  such  information  as  will  serve  to  warn  them  against  their 
danger,  and  lead  them  to  seek  the  skilled  service  they  so  often 
sorely  need.  If  we  fail  to  do  it  we  wrong  both  ourselves  and  the 
society  over  which  we  are  the  sworn  guardians.  Let  us  recog- 
nize our  duty,    and  never  falter  in  its  performance 


Mouere  said  that  doctors  pour  out  medicine  of  which  they 
know  little  into  bodies  of  which  they  know  less,  to  cure  diseases 
<>f  which  they  know  nothing  at  all.     Index. 
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OUR  PROFESSIONAL  LIKES  AX  I)  DISLIKES. 

BY  S.   B.    MCGLUMPHY,  M   D.,   YANKTON    l>.  T. 

[  Concluded  from  page  16  of  last  issue.] 
There  is  another  element  of  our  calling  which  demands  active 
reform,  in  place  of  the  dereliction  of  the  past.  It  is  the  frequent 
reporting  of  important  eases,  which  have  come  directly  under  our 
own  observation.  1  believe  the  physician  whose  highest  ambi- 
tion is  to  advance  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery  cannot 
withold  from  his  brethren  the  results  of  his  experience  in  pur- 
suing certain  lines  of  treatment  in  certain  cases.  Such  reports 
are  alike  instructive,  whether  the  treatment  has  been  successful 
or  unsuccessful, — the  former  strengthens  our  faith  in  the  means 
used,  while  the  iatter  makes  us  more  guarded  in  their  use  under 
similar  circumstances.  We  are  finite  beings,  therefore  our  judg- 
ment as  to  the  pr  >per  means  to  be  used  in  the  course  of  treat- 
ment of  grave  maladies  one  not  alwavs  infallible;  but  if  we  would 
steadfastly  pursue  this  course  we  would  each  year  find  our- 
selves standing  upof-  higher  professional  ground,  The  time  is 
past  when  any  one  physician  can  think  that  within  himself  is 
contained  the  whole  curriculum  of  the  medical  science,  for  the 
present  era  of  medicine  has  forced  upon  us  the  fact  that  success 
in  our  calling  depends  upon  being  intimately  acquainted  with 
each  other's  experience.  I  am  of  the  opinion  too,  that  our  per- 
sional  knowledge  of  the  diseases  incident  to  Dakota  Territorv  is 
infinitely  more  important  to  us  in  our  practice  than  the  observa- 
tions of  diseases  derived  from  clinical  cases  in  the  eastern 
border  of  our  country  or  in  Europe.  And  the  necessity  of  this 
course  is  further  evidenced  from  the  fact,  that  we  have  no  medi- 
cal literature  in  all  this  vast  extent  of  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  but  this  defect  felt  largely  by  us  all  can  in  a  great 
measure  be  overcome  by  each  member  carefully  noting  his  ob- 
servations and  treatment  of  interesting  cases,  and  embody  them 
in  reports  to  this  society,  thus  gathering  together  data  of  facts  as 
they  exist  among  us,  from  year  to  year.  I  believe  each  individual 
member  feels  the  necessity  of  a  union  of  effort  in  order  to  accom- 
plish any  desired  object,  as  well  as  our  absolute  inability  to  carry 
any  weight  of  influence  at  home  or  abroad  if  we  pursue    the    old 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF.  V 

and  thorny  paths  of  discord  and  dissension.  Shall  this  society 
drag  along  aimlessly  from  year  to  year,  or  shall  we  not  to-day 
arise  in  the  strength  of  our  professional  manhood,  and  earnest- 
ly labor  together  for  the  attainment  of  the  highest  possible 
achievements.  The  goal  is  not  beyond  our  reach,  for  by  system 
in  laying  out  our  work  for  each  future  meeting,  and  co-operation 
in  enriching  our  minds  in  the  fertile  fields  for  ou  observation, 
we  may  dig  from  the  unbroken  soil  that  knowledge  which  will  add 
something  new  to  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Much  as 
we  may  individually  desire  these  attainments,  they  can  only  be 
realized  by  a  continued  and  harmonious  co-operation.  The  en" 
richin<»-  influence  of  such  a  course  would  not  loner  be  confined 
within  the  limits  of  a  district  medical  society,  but  would  soon 
shed  its  light  upon  the  transacti  >i.s  of  a  Territorial  Medical 
Association  and  redund  to  our  own  legitimate  honor  in  furthering 
the  advancement  of  medicine.  1  adjure  you  to  exclude  from  your 
minds  the  idea,  that  because  our  fields  of  labor  are  not  located  in 
lartre  cities,  or  in  the  wards  of  metropolitan  hospitals,  that  our  re- 
portsof  the  nosology,  aetiology,  symptomatology, and  therapeutics 
of  cases  treated  by  us  upon  the  sparsely  settled  prairies  of  Dakota, 
or  of  forensic  medicine,  toxicology.  <>r  climatology  would  be  of 
little  or  no  value  to  the  profession;  for  that  would  be  equivalent 
to  saving,  when  we  turn  our  backs  upon  the  city  and  its  hospitals, 
that  we  have  passed  beyor-d  the  precincts  where  our  observations 
of  diseases  and  their  treatment  would  be  of  value  to  our  medical 
brethren.  Has  the  physician  lost  his  acumen,  because  he  has 
settled  upon  Dakota  >oil".J  And  are  the  diseases  we  are  called 
upon  to  treat  of  so  little  importance,  that  our  observations  of 
them  are  valueless?  The  answer  echoes  from  the  Missouri  river  to 
the  British  line,  no!  Therefore,  let  every  member  constitute  a 
committee  of  one  during  the  next  year,  to  carefully  note  the 
effects  of  certain  remedies  upon  certain  diseases,  and  let  the  light 
so  obtained  be  reflected  upon  this  society  at  the  next  annual 
meeting,  through  a  report. 

Lastly  in  the  matter  of  writing  prescriptions,  1  think  there  is 
to  a  certain  extent  a  demand  for  reform.  It  is  proverbial  with 
laymen  generally,  that  the  medicines  prescribed  by  the  regu- 
lar physician  is  very  obnoxious  to  the  sense  of  taste  and  not 
infretjuent  to  the  sense  of  smell,  which  I  am  sorry  to    say    is    not 
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without  foundation  in  fact,  notwithstanding:  the  great  advance- 
nient  made  by  pharmacists  in  preparing-  these  remedies  in  a 
palatable  form  without  imparing  their  medicinal  properties.  I  am 
satisfied  that  this  is  an  important  factor  in  causing  people  to  em- 
ploy homoeopathic  doctors,  for  their  children  and  are  finally 
induced  to  take  their  pleasant  medicines  themselves,  who  would 
not  otherwise  be  induced  to  try  the  similia  similibus  curanter 
system  at  all.  We  are  fully  cognizant  of  the  fact  that,  we  are 
frequently  called  to  visit  children  through  the  anxiety  and  love 
of  parents,  whose  ailments  are  so  slight,  that  nature  needs  but 
little  assistance  to  effect  a  speedy  cure;  and  by  the  close  atten- 
tion to  the  hygienic  appliances,  upon  which  this  school  of 
doctors  depend  so  largely  the  less  grave  forms  of  disease  at  any 
agerareroore  or  less  readily  eliminated.  But  aside  from  this  and 
kindred  reasons  it  certainly  dot's  not  detract  from  the  dignity  of 
the  physician  to  employ  remedies  pleasing  to  the  taste  when  their 
efficacy  is  in  no  manner  effected.  We  should  fully  indorse  and 
sustain  the  pr  >gress  made  in  the  last  few  years  by  pharmacists 
who  are  working-  untireing! v  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  very 
object. 

In  closing  these  hastily  written  hints  I  will  be  satisfied  if  the 
ideas  presented,  will  assist  in  laving-  aside  every  weigdit  which 
will  hinder  us  from  maintaining  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
regular  profession  of  medicine,  and  stimulate  each  one  to  buckle 
on  the  armor  of  indivi  lual  investigation  and  research. 

Dakota  Hospital  for  the  Insane".  '    May  29th,  1882. 


U&IQ I  rE  HYD1KK  ELEs. 


Two  weeks  ago  an  old  man  came  to  my  office  with  a  hydrocele 
the  size  of  ones  two  lists.  1  tapped  it  and  while  drawing  off  the 
fluid  the  patient  volunteered  the  statement,  that  some  weeks  prev- 
ious he  was  riding  on  horseback,  with  the  hydrocele  as  large  as 
described  when  he  fell  with  such  violence  upon  the  pommel  of 
the  saddle  as  to  cause  the  contents  of  the  hydrocele  to  immedi- 
ately disappear,  and  that,  too,  without  any  external  rupture. 
Dr.  A.  11.  Daniels  of  this  place  was  present  at  the  time  of  oper- 
ation. He  once  had  a  case  of  hydrocele  "back  in  Michigan ,"  in  a 
young  man.  It  also  abruptly  disappeared  and  by  metastasis 
went  directly  t<>  the  limy*!!! 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  young  man  did  not  long  survive. 
"■He  soon  died  of  consumption." 
Mitchell  Nov.  25.  W.  E.  Crane,  M.  1). 
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CONGENITAL  HEREDITAE  Y  A  TONIC  IJ  Y8P1SJP- 

SIA. 


BY  K.   WALKER  BEERS,   M.   D.,  AXQOLA,  LA. 


During  a  practice  of  twenty  years,  J  have  prescribed  Lactopep- 
tine  to  patients  of  all  ages,  and  have  never  been  disappointed  in 
its  action  when  indicated.  But  I  desire  to  speak  in  particular  of 
its  action  in  a  case  of  congenital  hereditary  atonic  dyspepsia  in  an 
infant,  to  whom  I  began  to  administer  this  remedy  on  the  third 
day  after  birth.  Mrs.  H.  L.  S.,  Langside,  Miss.,  was  delivered  of 
a  male  child  in  whom  there  was  manifesteed  well-marked  symp- 
toms of  atonic  dyspepsia.  The  mother  had  been  a  victim  of  dys- 
pepsia from  girlhood,  and  had  inherited  the  malady  from  her 
mother. 

The  infant  was  put  to  breast  a  few  hours  after  birth,  and 
nursed  readily;  but  almost  immediately  rejected  the  milk.  Re- 
peated trials  all  resulted  in  vomiting,  followed  by  exhaustion. 
Other  articles  of  food  were  tried,  including  cow's  milk,  etc, 
without  improvement.  The  child  was  in  great  danger  of  starva- 
tion. On  the  third  day,  I  began  the  administration  of  lactopep- 
tine.  The  effect  was  immediate,  and  almost  miraculous.  1  or 
dered  one-sixteenth  of  the  adult  dose  to  be  dissolved  in  about 
two  ounces  of  breast-milk  (drawn  from  a  robust,  healthy  wet- 
nurse),  and  administered  every  two  and  one  half  hours.  There 
was  no  more  rejection  of  milk — except  the  usual  vomiting  of 
curdled  milk  to  relieve  the  crowded  state  of  the  stomach,  which 
occured  occasionally,  after  the  first  ten  days.  Condensed  milk, 
cow's  milk  (properly  diluted  and  sweetened).  Mellin's  food,  boiled 
bread  (pap),  were,  after  a  while,  substituted  for  breast  milk,  but  al- 
ways with  lactopeptine.  A  steady  improvement  was  manifest 
from  the  beginning.and  kept  up  during  the  Hrst  dentition,  which 
process  was  gone  through  with  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  No 
untoward  diarrhoea  or  intestinal  disturbance  characterized  this 
period,  arid,  at  ten  weeks,  the  child  was  virtually  cured  of  its 
dyspepsia,  and  could  eat  and  digest  ordinary  food,  such  as  chil- 
dren of  that  age  may  do  in  good  health.  The  parents  of  the  child 
believe  firmly  (as  1  do)  that  lactopeptine  saved  their  infant. 
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In  cholera  infantum,  in  diarrhoea,  and  in  all  of  the  disturbances- 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  during*  dentition  and  early  infant  life,  3 
find  lactopeptinc  an  ever-effective  and  reliable  remedy.  In 
adult  dyspepsia,  all  are  now  familiar  with  its  beneficial  effects; 
but  1  should  be  glad  if  the  profession  would  be  induced  to  try  it 
in  the  vomitings,  diarrhoeas  and  dyspepsias  of  infancy.  1  recall 
several  babies  whose  li\es  I  believe  1  could  have  saved,  had  ] 
known,  ten  years  ago,  what  I  do  now  of  the  ready  adaptabilty  of 
lactopeptine  to  infant  ailments.      Medical  Brief. 


A  POINT  IX  Tf/h\  TREATMENT  OF  SCIATIC  A. 


According-  to  the  Prg$titiQner,  Si'rjv Joseph  Fay.rer,  the  distin- 
guished physician  to  the  queen,  was  recently  consulted  by  a 
patient  of  middle  a«je  who  had  long  suffered  from  a  most  rebel- 
lious  sciatica.  All  methods* of  treatment  had  failed,  and  had 
shown  themselves  powerless  to  produce  the  slightest  relief  to  the 
patient,  and  with  reason. 

After  a  minute  examination  of  the  affected  region,  Sir  Joseph 
succeeded  in  establishing  the  existence  of  a  point  near  the  pelvic 
extremity  of  the  nerve  which  gave  a  sensation  of  resistance  and 
fullness  to  palpation,  and  which  the  patient  declared  to  be  partic- 
ularly selective. 

Taking  a  long  straight  and  very  pointed  bistoury,  the  operator 
thrust  the  blade  into  the  su.-pected  region,  and  about  eight  gram- 
mes of  a  clear  liquid  of  serous  aspect  gushed  out  ajong  the  blade. 
An  immediate  relief  followed  the  flow,  and  the  cure  was  soon 
complete. 

From  this  circumstance  it  is  suggested  that  the  successes  fol- 
lowing acupuncture  in  deep  neuralgias,  may  be  due  to  the  relief 
of  the  tension  exercised  upon  the  nerve  by  serous  exudation  with- 
in, the  sheath, of  the  nerve,  due  to  inflammation  of  the  connective 
tissue,  and  this,  too,  whether  a  large  nerve  trunk  or  a  small  branch 
is  involved. — I? Union  Medicate;— Northwestern  Lancet. 

. » . 

A  Ci'RE  for  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Henry  G.  Davis  gives  the  fol. 
lowing  prescription  for  pure  neuralgia:  • 

Tr.  cinchon  comp .  .  . 2  ounces. 

Tr.  nucis    vom ^  ounce. 

Morphias  sulph 2  grains. 

M.  S. — One  drachm  every  three  hours. —  flour.  Am.  Med.  Assd'n. 
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DEA  TH  B  Y  CHLOROFORM. 


Since  the  introduction  of  chloroform,  as  an  anaesthetic,  \  have 
exhibited  it  in  more  than  8,000  cases,  without  any  particularly 
unpleasant  results.  On  the  22nd  day  of  November'  last,  it  was 
my  misfortune  to  see  my  first  fatal  case.  On  the  llult.  1  was  call- 
ed to  see  a  young  man,  whose  foot  was  crushed  by  the  wheel  of  a 
locomotive  passing  over  the  toes,  injury  involving  the  metatarsal 
hones.  I  amputated  a  portion  and  attempted  to  save  all  I  thought 
possible.  Every  thing  progressed  favorably  until  gangrene*  set 
in.  The  line  of  demarkation  being  fully  formed,  I  proceeded  to 
remove  the  metatarsal  bones.  Chloroform  was  administered  and 
the  patient's  pulse  and  respiration,  carefully  watched  by  my  as- 
sistant, Dr.  Sevey.  At  the  completion  of  the  operation,  his  pulse 
was  regular  and  of  good  volume;  a  moment  later  his  breathing 
was  suspended,  all  the  means  usually  employed  in  such  cases 
were  used,  but  without  avail.  Our  patient  was  dead.  Was  the 
cause  of  death  paralysis  of  the  pneuinogastrjc  nerves?  The  In  art 
continued  Us  pulsations  after  respiration  had  ceased. 

I  will  add,-  the  amount  of  chloroform  inhaled  was  unusually 
small  not  over  two  drachms  being  exhibited.  A  few  inspirations 
rendering  anaesthesia  complete.  The  chloroform  used  was  of 
Sambo's  manufacture,  and  was  administered  on  a  napkin.  The 
administration  of  chloroform  had  been  suspended  for  several  min- 
utes before  the  respirations    ceased.  f.  a. 
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DAKOTA  SOUTH  CENTRAL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY- 


On  the  7th  instant  "The  South  Central  Dakota  Medical  Society" 
held  its  regular  meeting,  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Tracy  &  Halverson. 
The  meeting  was  not  as  well  attended,  as  we  could  wish.  The 
irregularities  of  rail-roads  will  in  a  measure  account  for  small 
attendance.  The  society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  its  mem- 
bers active  to  the  interests  of  the  profession. 

Our  membership  is  not  lar<>e.  but  like  proof  spirit,  looses  no 
strength  by  diminuti  n  of  "quantity."  We  hope  to  see  the  so- 
ciety more  fully  represented  from  the  adjoining  counties,  as  soon 
as  we  have  our  usual  facilities  of  travel,  which  old  Boreas  has  for 
the  last  few  weeks  much  impaired. 

The  ••Dakota  Meimcai.  Brief,"  a  monthly  journal  of  medicine 

and  the  allied  sciences  under  the  control  of  Doctors  F.  Andros 
and  H.  S.  Sevey,  editors  and  proprietors,  comes  to  us  from 
Mitchell.  Dakota,  fidl  of  i^ood  matter,  original  and  selected.  A 
very  practical  and  valuable  paper  appears  from  the  pointed  and 
accomplished  pen  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Fisher,  of  Long  Prairie,  Minn.,  on 
the  Treatment  of  Fevers.  We  extend  greetings  to  the  "Brief," 
and  bespeak  for  it  and  its  talented  workers  the  success  they 
merit. 

Nothing  so  aids  the  profession  in  a  community  as  a  first-class 
medical  journal,  working  for  the  developement  and  organization 
of  its  interests. --Medical  Review. 


With  its  September  number,  The  Iowa  Staf<  Medical  Report- 
er commences  its  fourth  year,  with  several  improvements,  among 
which  are  new  type  and  four  additional  pages  of  reading  matter. 
The  old  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  made  The  Reporter  such 
a  pronounced  success,  still  remains,  and  its  subscribers  must  feel 
that  they  are  receiving  the  full  value  of  their  money. 


We  are  pleased  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  Texas  Cour- 
ier-Record of  Medicine.  It  is  quite  up  to  the  standard,  and  a 
perusal  of  its  pages  does  not  lower  the  esteem  which  we  have 
always  felt  for  the  profession  of  Texas. 
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ABERDEEN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  next  regular  meeting  of  this  society  will  he  held  at  Aber- 
deen, Dakota,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  21st.,  1886.  Papers  will  be  read 
by  the  following  gentlemen:  Dr.  Grant  of  Bath;  Drs.  Diefen- 
dorf,  Elliott,  Coyne,  Pine  and  McNutt  of  Aberdeen,  Dr.  Gibson 
of  Roscoe;  Dr.  Warner  of  Ipswich;  Dr.  Peabody  of  Webster; 
Dr.  Evans  of  Groton. 

The  society  was  recently  organized  under  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances,  and  we  trust  that  there  will  be  no  abatement  of 
enthusiasm.  The  attendance  of  all  physicians  residing  in  Brown 
and  adjacent  counties,  and  of  members  of  the  regular  profession 
generally,  is  solicted. 

Physicians  are  credited  with  being  the  most  profound  reasoners 
of  the  present  time;  if  each  physician  who  reads  this  will  bring 
this  faculty  into  requisition,  in  the  comparison  of  the  work  accom- 
plished by  the  profession  of  other  stares  and  territories,  with  the. 
small  amount,  (for  so  large  a  population)  grudgingly  done  here  at 
home,  we  predict  that  no  exhortation  will  be  necessary  to  fill  bur 
medical  societies,  with  some  of  the  best  material  that  ever  lent 
its  lustre  to  a  gathering  of  scientific   men. 

WRITE. 

Dr.  Partridge's  article  on  lupus  vulgaris  in  the  August  number 
of  the  Index  has  received  an  unusual  amount  of  flattering  atten- 
tion, one  journal,  the  Cincinnati  Lancet. and  Qlini^  copying  it 
in  full.  Anent  this  statement,  physicians  who  do  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  write  for  home  journals  for  fear  the  world  will  not 
see  their  productions,  1  will  say  that  the  best  journals  in  the  I'nit- 
ed  States  note  whatever  is  given,  whether  it  be  found  in  the  be-t 
journals  published  in  the  largest  cities,  or  whether  it  be  in  tin- 
niest ordinary  journal  published  in  a  provincial  town.  The  world 
is  dying  for  the  want  of  facts;  the  ablest  men  iu  the  profession 
are  growing  old  and  gray  in  the  search  for  facts;  so  if  you  know 
anything  that  is  worth  knowing,  write  it  publish  it  anywhere 
write  it  in  pencil  and  throw  it  in  the  nutter,  and  it  will  be  quick- 
ly resurrected,  and  the  savants  of  America  and  Europe  will  catch 
it  up  and  give  you  credit  for  it.      Panin  says:    "Trouble  not  thy- 
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self  about  the  fate  of  thy  writings:  if  what  thou  hast  written  be 
worth  preserving,  no  flood,  however  mighty,  can  sweep  it  away; 
if  it  be  worthless  no  ink  however  prepared  can  make  it  indelible.'" 

J.  B.  J. in  Med.  Index. 


RARE  EFFECTS  OF  QUININE  OX  THE  SKIN. 


1  notice  in  the  September  number  of  the  Courier  Record  a  re- 
port of  a  case  of  rare  effects  of  quinine  on  the  skin  by  Dr.  C.  H. 
Wilkinson,  of  Galveston,  which  reminds  me  of  a  case  which  I  was 
called  to  see  August  '20th.  1886,— the  two  year  old  child  of  r 
(  \  P.  M. — and  found  the  iittle  fellow  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
intremittent  fever.  1  at  once  made  the  following  R  for  the  child: 
Quinine  sul  grs.  xx,  \j.  0.  S<.da  gr.  xii,  Svr  Verba  Santa  oz.ii. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  every  hour  and  a  half  until  four  or  five 
doses  of  the  mixture  was  administered;  this  was  in  the  afternoon. 
Aucrust  '21st.  at  1  1  o'clock,  a.  m.'  1  was  called  atrain,  and  to  my 
surprise  the  mother  informed  me  the  baby  was  broke  out  all  over 
like  it  was  taking  the  measles,  and  fnrthea  stated  she  could  not 
believe  it  was  measles  as  it  had  not  been  exposed  to  the  disease 
at   all. 

After  carefully  examining  the  eruption  I  informed  her  that   the 
breaking  out  was  the  effects  of  the  quinine.     I  ordered  her  to  dis- 
continue the  medicine  and  1  put  it  on  the  following 
R.    Liq.  Pot.  arsen  M  xx. 

Aq.  Pura  oz.  li. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  The  child  did  not  have 
any  more  chills,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

Since  that  time  I  have  had  occasion  to  prescribe  quinine  again; 
it  produced  the  same  erythematous  eruption 

This  the  first  case  of  the  kind  1  have  ever  met  with.  J  report 
this  case  merely  to  add  another  link  to  the  chain  of  evidence  that 
dermatic  cimhonism  is  no  myth.  J.  E.  Roach,M#  1).  in  DaniePi 
Texas  Medal  Jour  mil. 


Inflammatory  swelling  and  abscess  of  the  mammary  gland 
are  sometimes  subdued  by  the  application  of  compresses  steeped 
in  spirits  of  turpentine.  The  odor  is  the  principal  objection,  but 
it  is  said  to  subdue  the  pain  and  inflammation  quite  rapidly  in 
many  instances. — Medical  World. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF.  17 


B0RAC1C  ACID  AS  A  LOCAL  ANAESTHETIC. 


George  S.,  a  railroad  employee,  came  to  my  office  October  19, 
1886,  with  a  deep  suppurating  wound  in  the  palm  of  the  left  hand? 
having  two  weeks  previously  received  the  injury  by  being  thrown 
forcibly  against  a  moderately  sharp  instrument,  which  cut,  or 
rather  tore  its  way  through  to  the  bones.  He  was  suffering 
excruciating  pain;  his  hand  being  in  a  semiflexed  position  from 
involuntary,  arid,  to  some  extent,  voluntary  contraction.  Upon 
taking  hold  of  the  hand  and  making  but  a  slight  effort  to  straight- 
en his  fingers,  he  fairly  cried  out  from  pain.  Taking  about  thir- 
ty grains  of  powdered  boracic  acid  and  dissolving  it  in  half  an 
ounce  of  water,  I  saturated  a  pad  of  absorbent  lint,  in  the  solution 
and  applied  it  directly  to  the  wound,  securing  it  by  means  of  a 
splint  and  bandage.  1  directed  him  t)  return  on  the  next  day.  In 
the  morning  1  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  he  had  not  suf- 
fered in  the  least  during  the  night,  1  took  off  the  splint  and 
found,  by  using  c  msiderable  force,  that  1  could  almost  entirely 
overcome  the  contracted  tendons  and  fascia,  the  wound  gaping 
as  I  did  so,  but  without  having  given  him  the  least  inconvenience; 
in  fact,  he  himself  pulled  op  m  the  wound  to  asee  how  deep  it 
was,11  squeezing  out  some  pent-up  pus,  and  in  doing  so  felt  no 
more  pain  than  if  he  were  squeezing  heaithy  tissue.  1  am  -till 
using  the  same  dressing  once  daily,  because  of  its  excellent  anti- 
septic qualities,  a. id  the  wound  is  healing  rapidly  by  granulation. 
— Dr.  Ewing  in  Am.  Practitioner. 

A  BARBEL  of  kerosene  oil  buried  ten  feet  under  ground  will 
it  is  said,  contaminate  every  well  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
the  oil  will  be  apparent  to  the  taste.  The  accumulation  of  privy 
vaults  will  extend  their  pernicious  influence  even  a  greater  dist- 
ance, although  the  water  which  it  effects  may  not  indicate  to  the 
taste  the  presence  of  any  impurity.  Whether  privy  vaults  are 
open,  or  plastered  with  cement,  they  can  not  keep  the  poisonous 
gases  and  substances  from  penetrating  the  surrounding  soil. — Ex- 
change. — National  Druggist. 

"The  Prescription1'  a  continued  article  appearing  in  the  Na- 
tional Druggist,  and  written  by  the  associate  editor,  Otto  A. 
Wall,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.  should  be  read  by  every  prescriber  and  coin- 
pounder.  We  have  never  seen  a  more  complete,  yet  concise 
resume  of  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the  practical  therapuitst. 
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HYDROPHOBIA  INOCULATION. 


The  following- extract  from  the  Paris  letter  in  the  Journal  of 
the  American  MecUca I  Ax$<>ci( it i<>>,\  Dec.  11,1886^  will  prove  of 
sufficient  interest  to  the  average  physician  to  warrant  its  repro- 
duction: 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Academy  of "  Sciences;  M.  Pasteur 
made  a  new  communication  on  the i  result  of  his  method  against 
hydrophobia.  This  he  did  in  '  person,  but  subsequently  at  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  being  indisposed,  his  paper  was  read  for 
him  by  the  Permanent  Secretary.  In  this  there  are  two  argu- 
ments apparently  of  some  value.  According  to  M.  Pasteur,  there 
have  been  during  the  l.i-t  year  1,700  French  persons  (the  author 
abstains  from  saying  anything  about  other  nationalities)  bitten  by 
dogs  supposed  to  have  been  mad,  and  who  had  been  inoculated. 
Of  this  number  there  have  been  ten  deaths  from  rabies,  or  one  in 
170.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  few 
French  persons  who  have  been  bitten  during  the  year,  did  not  go 
to  the  Pasteur  Laboratory  for  treatment;  of  this  small  number 
seventeen  died  from  hydrophobia.  Another  argument  in  favor  of 
the  method  is,  that  in  live  years,  there  died  from  rabies,  in  the 
hospitals  of  Paris,  sixty  persons,  or  an  average  of  twelve  per  year. 
During  the  last  year  there  have  been  but  two  deaths,  a. id  these 
two  persons  had  not  been  inoculated.  M.  Pasteur's  reports, 
however,  have  not  escaped  severe  criticisms  both  in  the  medical 
and  lay  press.  One  shrewd  observer  remarked  with  reference  to 
the  above  report  that,  notwithstanding  the  successes  therein  refer- 
red to,  M.  Pasteur,  who,  on  the  26th  of  October,  1885,  affirmed  to 
have  discovered  an  infallibe  method  for  the  cure  of  rabies  after  a 
bite,  also  affirmed  on  the  2d  of  November,  1886,  that  the  method 
employed  during  the  last  two  months  was  insufficient,  and  that  he 
was  now  employing  a  new  method,  "la  methode  intensive"  as  he 
terms  it;  consisting  of  repeating  the  treatment  three  times  a  day, 
in  employing  for  the  innoculation  spinal  marrows,  beginning  with 
the  oldest  and  ending  with  the  most  recent.  For  instance,  on  the 
first  day,  the  spinal  marrows  of  twelve,  ten,  and  eight  days  are 
inoculated  at  11,  4,  and  9  o'clock.  On  the  second  day,,  those,* -of 
six,  fourr  and  two  days  at  the  same  hours.  On  the  third  day,  that 
of  one  day-.     The  treatment  is  resumed  on  the  fourth  day    by    in- 
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oculations  of  eight,  six,  and  four  days;  on  the  fifth  day  by  those 
of  three  and  two  days;  on  the  sixth  by  that  of  one  day.  On  the 
seventh  the  marrow  of  four  days;  on  the  eighth  that  of  three  days; 
on  the  ninth  of  two  days;  on  the  tenth  that  of  one  day.  Three 
treatments  are  thus  made  in  the  course  of  ten  days,  each  terminat- 
ing in  the  inoculation  with  the  freshest  virus.  Another  curious 
fact  in  this  communication  is  the  cure  by  the  inoculation  of  ani- 
mals inoculated  by  trephining.  If  spinal  marrows  dissolved  are 
injected  into  the  brain,  the  animals  become  rabid;  but  if  after 
this  first  operation  one  continues  to  inject  into  the  same  animals 
the  rabic  marrow,  but  this  time  in  the  abdomen,  rabies  does  not 
declare  itself.  a.  b. 


MISCELLAXEO  US. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  John   Moore    Assistant    Medical    Pur- 

j 

veyor,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  surgeon-generalship 
made  vacant  by  the  retirement  of  Brigadier-General  Robert  Mur- 
ray.— Medical  Bulletin . 

A  quack  doctor  in  Pennsylvania  recently  gave  evidence  in  court 
that  he  performed  a  post-mortem  examination  upon  the  defendant 
in  the  case,  and  the  latter  survived  the  ordeal.  That  wasn't  his 
regular  day  for  lying,  either. — Medical  Review. 

Quarantine. — The  Governor  of  Texas  has  very  promptly 
quarantined  against  South  America,  and  our  health  authorities 
will  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  cholera  from  getting  a 
foot-hold  in  this  State,  as  it  did  seventeen  vears  a<ro. — JDanieVs 
Texas  Medical  Journal, 

Belladonna  in  sterility. — The  various  medical  journals  just 
now  contain  communications  in  regard  to  the  good  results  of  bel- 
ladonna, in  altering  conditions  of  the  female  generative  organs 
which  prevent  conception,  so  that  pregnancy  may  result.  Pills 
(containing  extract  of  belladonna,  in  | -grain  doses,  three  times  a 
day,  are  reccommended  for  the  relief  of  ovarian  neuralgia  and 
amenorrhea,  accompanied  by  sterility.  Of  course,  conception 
will  not  follow  the  use  of  the  belladonna  alone. — National  Drug- 
gist. 
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The  average  duration  of  life  among  physicians  in  Paris  does 
not  exceed  fifteen  years  after  they  have  obtained  their  degrees, 
which  would  make  anything  over  forty  years  and  exceptional 
professional  existance. 

It  may  not  have  been  generally  noticed  that  the  pharynx  and 
uvula  are  almost  devoid  of  sensibility ;  nevertheless  anyone  can 
easily  satisfy  himself  that  such  is  the  case.  They  are  not  com- 
pletely insensible,  but  certainly  far  less  sensitive  than  any  of  the 
neighboring-  mucous  surfaces,  or  indeed  any  mucous  surfaces  of 
the  body.  Thus  removal  of  the  uvula,  or  operations  about  the 
soft  palate,  really  entail  little  or  no  physical  suffering. — Medic// 
World. 


Calomel  in  Diphtheria. — Dr.  W.  H.  Daly  thus   summarizes 
his  treatment  of  diphtheria: 

1.      Giv^  calomel  in  its  purity. 
2      Give  it  in  large  doses. 

3.  Give  it  frequently. 

4.  Give  it  until  you  have  the  free  and  characteristic  catharsis. 

5.  Give  light,  nutritious  diet. 

6.  Give  little  or  no  other  medicine. — - iV".  5".  Medical   Journal. 


Syphilis — Gastritis — Testicles — Toothache,  is  the  title  of  an 
article  in  one  of  our  popular  medical  journals! 

Too  bad  to  leave  off  there,  when  a  few  additions  to  this  would 
make  it  so  very  characteristic — of  the  journal. 

Complaints  come  from  White  Lake,  Dakota,  that  scarlatina  has 
made  its  appearance  in  the  anginose  form,  while  there  is  no  local 
board  of  health  there,  and  as  the  authorities  seem  to  be  in  doubt 
as  to  who  should  make  the  first  move,  it  is  feared  that  it  will  be- 
come  treneral. 

When  the  November  number  of  Progress  came  to  us  with 
its  editorial  page  made  illegible  by  a  double  impression,  we  held 
our  peace;  but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  December  number,  whose 
editorial  page  is  blank?  This  might  be  considered  an  improve- 
ment in  some  journals,  but   Progress    is    not    of   their    number. 
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AMERICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL    ASSOCIATION. 


Organized  October  7,  1851,  office  of  Permanent  Secretary,  143, 
10th  street,  Philadelphia,  Nov.  26, 1886. 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Warne,   Dear   Sir: — 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  of 
your  appointme.it  by  Prof.  Tufts,  to  represent  the  Dakota 
State  Pharmacutical  Association  in  compliance  with  the  fol- 
lowing1 resolution,  passed  at  the  Providence  meeting-,  September 
9th,  1886. 

Resolved: — That  in  addition  to  the  five  members  from  New  York 
and  Brooklyn,  there  shall  be  appointed  one  person  from  each 
State  Pharmacutical  Association,  all  of  whom  shall  constitute  the 
committee  on  unofficinal  formulas,  and  that  five  members 
thereof,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr.  Charles  Rice,  of  Bellevue 
Hospital,  New  York,  will  instruct  you  in  regard  to  the  work 
to  be  done.     Yours  Very  Respectfully, 

John  M.  Maischk,  Permanent  Secretary, 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 


Office  of  the  Com'r  of  Immigration, 

Bismarck,  Dakota,  Dec  5,  1886 
To  Correspondents  and  Others; 

The  eastern  mail,  including  all  mail  sent  via.  St.  Paul,  due  to 
reach  Bismarck  on  \Yednesday.  December  1st,  was  destroved  by 
tire,  resulting  from  a  railway  accident  on  the  morning  of  that  day. 
Correspondents  and  other  parties  who  may  have  writteu  to  this 
office  under  the  dates  of  Mo vember  28th  to  80th,  or  as  early  as 
the  26th,  if  situated  east  of  Chicago,  or  west  of  Omaha,  excepting 
only  cases  where  replies  have  been  received,  are  requested  to 
duplicate  their  letters,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  Bv  so  doing 
they  will  confer  a  very  great  favor. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Lauren  Dunlap. 

Note.— Newspaper  exchanges  will  place  the  office  under  manv 
obligations  by  calling  attention  to  the  above. 
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REVIEWS. 


The  Therapeutic  Value  of  Oxygen,  by  Samuel  S.  Wallian, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  491  West22d  St.,  New  York,'  November,  1886. 

Method  in  Medical  Study,  by  Charles  H.  May,  M.  1).,  In- 
structor in  Ophthalmology,  New  York  Polyclinic;  Clinical  assist- 
ant in  the  Department  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear  and  Eye  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  [Reprint  from  the 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  for  September  18,  1880. 
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CAT  ARE  HAL  FEVER. 


Editors  Dakota  Medical  Brief: 

Allow  me  to  ask  you  and  the  readers  of  the  Brief  the  ques- 
tion; What  is  catarrhal  fever?  It  may  he  that  I  am  very  stupid 
to  ask  such  a  question.  Suffice  to  say,  however,  that  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  having  an  honorable  (?)  opponent  of  the  "Eclectic" 
persuasion,  whose  patients  nearly  all  have  catarrhal  fever.  A 
short  time  since  a  disease  broke  out  in  this  vicinity  presenting  the 
following  phenomena — very  severe  vomiting  coming  on  suddenly, 
followed  immediately  by  high  temperature,  delirium,  anor- 
exia and  thirst;  twentj'-four  hours  later  an  eruption  of  scarlet  hue, 
with  distinct  deeper-colored  points  scattered  pretty  uniformly,  ap- 
pearing first  on  the  chest  and  throat  and  extending  rapidly  over 
the  body  and  extremities;  some  soreness  in  throat  with  bright 
scarlet  colored  palate  and  fauces;  edges  of  tongue'  same  color 
and  papillae  at  base  of  tongue  not  very  decidedly  enlarged. 
There  was  no  history  of  chill  nor  any  decided  prodroma.  The 
first  to  be  attacked  was  a  girl  of  six  years.  I  was  sent  for,  but 
not  being  at  home  Dr.  S.  was  called.  Diagnosed  catarrhal  fever, 
said  the  rash  did  not  mean  anything,  gave  a  favorable  prognosis, 
would  return  next  morning;  child  died  before  he  got  there.  The 
next  one  attacked  was  a  boy  of  four  and  a  half  years;  then 
the  baby  two  and  a  half  years  old.   1  was  called.  Symptoms  about 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


as  described  above,  save  the  baby  did  not  appear  so  bad,  but  was 
broken  out.  The  boy  was  quite  delirious.  I  remained  the  rest 
of  the  night  and  directed  my  efforts  to  quell  the  fever  and  delir- 
ium with  but  partial  success.  There  was  only  a  faint  eruption. 
Both  patients  died  sixty  hours  after  I  first  saw  them.  Treatment 
seemed  of  little  use.  Six  days  after  the  death  of  the  last  two 
mentioned  above,  a  boy  two  and  one-half  years  old,  in  a  family 
living  six  miles  from  the  other  family,  came  down  with  substan- 
tially the  same  symptoms.  I  first  saw  him  thirty-six  hours  after 
vomiting  had  appeared;  soon  after  that  he  had  one  very  severe 
convulsion  and  two  or  three  slighter  ones.  He  died  in  about 
forty  hours  after  my  first  visit.  .  1  should  have  mentioned  that 
the  first  two  cases  that  I  saw  had  convulsions  a  few  hours  before 
they  died.  The  next  case  was  a  girl  of  six  years,  sister  to  the 
last  boy.  I  called  counsel.  He  agreed  with  me  both  in  diagnosis 
and  treatment.  Patient  is  now  convalescing — -counsel  and  1  called  it 
scarlatina.  My  eclectic  friend,  who  by  the  way  advertises  "six- 
teen years  experience,'1  announces  that  it  was  not  scarlatina,  but 
catarrhal  fever,  whatever  that  may  be.  Which  would  you  say 
was  correct  ftom  this  meager  description,  and  how  would  you  like 
a  medical  man  in  your  village  who  would  treat  you  so,  when 
there  was  no  other  physician  nearer  than  fifteen  miles?  1  will  not 
give  treatment  at  present  for  fear  this  finds  the  waste  basket, 
also  as  this  article  is  intended  more  particularly  to  draw  out  the 
opinion  of  some  one,  or  many,  on  the  subject  of  that  fatal  mal. 
ady  "catarrhal  fever,1'  and  to  illustrate  what  straits  some  "old 
Doc's11  will  go  to,  in  their  endeavors  to  down  that  most  abomin- 
able of  all  things — a  "young  doctor.1' 

Respectfully, 
Plain  view,  Neb.  A*.  L.  Rhea,  M.  D. 

[Dr.  Rhea's  case  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  various  forms  of 
scarlatina.  1  well  remember,  several  years  since,  having  been  called 
in  consultation  with  Dr.  Lewis,  of  Claremont,  Iowa.  Two  children 
had  died  a  few  days  previous,  after  a  sickness  of  very  short  dura- 
tion. Another  child  was  attacked  with  similar  symptoms  and  I 
was  called  to  see  the  case.  After  carefully  examining  all  the 
symptoms  and  surroundings  of  the  case  we  diagnosed  Scarlatina. 
I  remained  in  the  house  over  night,  and    had   the    satisfaction    of 
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seeing  our  diagnosis  verified — a  full  eruption  appearing  on  the 
skin  with  marked  anginose  symptoms  in  the  throat.  The  chil- 
dren whose  cases  terminated  fattally  had  redness  of  fauces  and  no 
eruption.  The  disease  afterward  attacked  several  families,  but 
all  with  the  eruption  and  other  well  marked  symptoms  of  the 
disease. 

The  cases  reported  above  varied  in  type  from  ordinary  scarla- 
tina, the  peculiar  surroundings  changing  the  action  of  the  mor- 
bific factor  in  the  various  cases. 

Long  experience  in  the  practice  of  medicine  has  led  me  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  such  disease  as  catarrhal  fever  per  se. 
In  this  Northern  Latitude  we  have  a  disease  affecting  the  nasal 
passages,  called  ozena;  it  follows  the  mucous  passages  until  the 
throat  is  reached  when  it  is  called  laryngitis;  extending  still 
lower  it  reaches  the  bronchial  tubes  and  is  then  bronchitis. 
Rarely  but  sometimes  it  reaches  the  substance  of  the  lung: 
located  there  it  becomes  pneumonia — -rarely  affecting  more  than 
one  lobe  of  the  lung. 

Whenever  this  disease  affects  two  or  more  locations  at  the  same 
time,  it  constitutes  the  so  called  catarrhal   fever.  f.  a. 


THE  DELETERIOUS  INFLUENCE  OF  ALCOHOL 
ON  CHILDREN. 


By  Prof.  Demme,  Berne,  Switzerland  (22Med.  Report  of  the 
Jenner  Hospital  for  Children,  Berne).  We  give  the  following 
abstract  of  the  above  very  timely  paper,  in  which  this  well  known 
writer  lays  down  his  conclusions  on  this  important  subject,  drawn 
from  most  careful  study,  and  formed  in  a  large  field  of  observa- 
tion, and  we  feel  that  in  this  we  are  doing  our  readers  a  real 
service,  for  his  views  in  opposing,  and  justly  opposing,  the  ther- 
apeutic- abuse  of  alcohol,  touch  upon  some  very  important  prin- 
cipals in  the  treatment  of  children's  diseases. 

Demme  first  cautions  against  the  use  of  alcohol,  in  whatever 
form,  as  an  antiyyretic,  for  although  the  fever-lowering  power  of 
large  doses  of  alcohol  cannot  be  controverted,  inseparably  com- 
bined with  this  action  is  the  injurious  influence  of  alcohol  on  the 
energy  of  the  heart,  on  the  cerebral  vessels,  and  on   the   cerebral 
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activity  itself,  and  we  have  saliclyic  acid,  antipyrin,  thallin,  etc., 
agents  of  a  more  innocent  nature,  to  accomplish  this  object. 

The  use  of  alcohol  as  an  appetizer  and  stimulant  to  digestion 
has  been  rapidly  gaining  ground  among  the  people,  and  our 
nurslings  are  given  their  cognac  for  this  purpose.  As  a  sad 
consequence  of  such  erroneous  dietetic  measures,  and  as  a  direct 
result  of  this  too  early  and  too  abundant  use  of  alcohol,  Demme 
has  met  with  two  cases  of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  otherwise  so  rare 
in  children.  Both  cases  terminated  fatally;  in  both  cases  the 
abuse  of  alcohol  was  proven,  having  been  begun  originally  for 
dietetic  purposes;  and  in  both  syphilis  could  be  excluded.  Further- 
more, Demme  could,  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  trace  a 
marked  cessation  or  even  a  retrogression  in  mental  developement 
to  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  which  in  three  cases  led  to 
epilepsy,  while  in  two  cases  acute  alcaholic  intoxication  termin- 
ated in  this  neurosis. 

In  addition  to  these  five  epileptics,  Demme  could  trace  twenty- 
one  of  seventy-one  young  epileptics,  all  of  which  had  been  under 
his  own  observation,  to  parents  one  or  both  of  whom  were  addicted 
to  drunkenness.  As  unquestionable  role  as  an  etiological  factor 
the  early  use  of  alcohol  played  in  a  number  of  cases  of  night 
terrors  and  of  chorea  minor.  Demme  claims  that  there  can  be  no 
question  that  there  are  infantile  organisms  in  which  even  mod- 
erate quantities  of  alcohol  not  only  prove  injurious  in  the  accepted 
sense,  but  can  give  rise  to  severe  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 
The  introduction  of  alcoholic  drinks  into  the  infantile  organisms, 
be  it  by  the  people  or  by  the  profession  in  the  usual  routine 
manner,  must  be  absolutely  discountenanced. 

Alcoholics  may  be  administered  to  children  only  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent,  after  the  condition  of  their  various  organs  has  been 
most  carefully  estimated  by  the  2~>hysician,a.s2i  powerful  auxiliary 
in  the  medical  tonic  regimen  in  rickets,  scrofula,  tuberculosis, 
and  all  wasting  diseases  of  chronic  character,  On  account  of  the 
stimulating  action  of  alcohol  o.i  the  nerve  centres,  especially  on 
the  musculo-motor  centre  of  the  heart,  alcoholics  are  mainly 
indicate  J  in  paediatrics  to  spur  on  the  nagging  heart  in  infectious 
diseases,  in  asthenic  pneumonia,  in  cholera  infantum,  in  which 
latter  they  also  serve,  according  to  Binz,  as  a  respiratory  food. 
But  the  use  of  alcoholics  as  food  or  as  a  luxury  must  be  positively 
denied  to  children. — Jour.  Am.  Med.  Association. 
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CREDULITY. 


BY  DR.  A.  J.  GILSON,  ROSCOE,  DAK. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: — Your  committee,  in  assigning 
to  me  the  arduous  task  of  making  an  address  to  be  delivered  be- 
fore  this  society,  probably  thought  they  might  extract  from  the 
little  old  man,  some  wonderful  exhibition  of  wisdom,  drawn  from 
his  experience  if  not  from  his  erudition.  If  this  was  their  ex- 
pectation they  are  to  be  condoled  with,  in  their  immediate  release 
from  any  such  delusion. 

Although  I  may  have  notions  of  my  own  I  shall  not  presume  to 
impart  valuable  knowledge  to  men  who  have  so  much  more 
recently  -been    habitues  of  our  modern  medical  institutes. 

Furthermore  I  shall  be  brief.  1  am  a  believer  in  short  dresses, 
and  especially  in  short  addresses. 

My  theme  is  somewhat  delusive,  bearing  the  euphonic  title  of 
credulity! 
Credulity  was  man's  first  sin  From  that  on  the  evil  has  existed, 
and  still  exists  wherever  man  lives,  with  no  abatment,  save  where 
the  lamp  of  knowledge  and  enlightened  Christianity  has  shed  its 
beams  of  light  to  dispel,  in  part  the  darkness  of  ignorance  and 
superstition, 

Eve,  forsaking  the  instructions  of  her  maker,  God,  believed  the 
sophisty  of  the  evil  one,  and  then,  with  the  same  vile  stuff,  seduce  d 
her  mate,  Adam,  who,  poor  fellow — confiding  in  a  woman- — got 
most  woefully  taken  in.  If  we  may  express  our  belief  in  the 
sacred  record  by  the  use  of  slang  phraze  we  may  say,  that  she 
raised  cain  and  was  afterwards  able  (Abel)  to  go  him  one   better. 

We,  poor  mortals,  decendants  of  the  ruined  pair,  have  as  a  part 
of  our  inheritance,  this  tendancy  to  believe  in  that  which  is  false 
rather  than  in  the  true. 

It  is  easy  to  make  one  believe  that  the  position  of  the  new  moon 
has  control  of  the  weather  but  you  will  find  that  much  argument 
is  required  to  convince  him  that  the  earth  is  round.  That  being 
Truth,  must  be  demonstrated  by  more  than  geometrical  reason- 
ing. The  oft  quaint  and  comical  parts  of  religious  fanaticism  are 
readily  received,  while  it  takes  a  super-human  power  to  convince 
the  human  will  that  salvation  is  a  free  gift  that  cannot  be  purchased. 
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So  in  our  professional  walks  we  find  the  tendency  to  accept  the 
false  rather  than  the  true.  We  see  the  poor,  deluded  millions 
gulping  down  nostrums  and  patent  medicine  humbugs,  with  a 
persistent  simplicity,  believing  that  such  will  cure    consumption! 

Some  thirty  or  more  years  ago,  there  was  a  much  vaunted  and 
widely  vended  humbug  known  as  "Dr.  Thompson's  Syrup  of* 
Sarsaparilla,"  and  the  dupes  who  swallowed  that  vile  compound 
of  poor  molases  and  dirty  water  were  numbered  by  the  tens  of 
thousands.     Who  ever  hears  now  of  that  wonderful  panacea. 

All  mv  hearers  are  familiar  with  that  world-wide  boast  of  the 
immaculate  Ayer,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  viz: — That  his  remedies  are 
"entirely  vegetable  and  therefore  harmless." 

Now  this  barefaced  falsehood  is  accepted  by  the  unreflecting 
public  as  truth,  pure  and  simple.  They  never  in  this  connection 
reflect  flint  tobacco  is  entirely  a  vegetable,  though  few,  if  any, 
consider  it  harmless.  So  of  opium,  strychnine,  aconite,  belladonna, 
coneine  and  many  other  of  our  most  powerful  poisons,  are  entirely 
vegetable,  and,  according  to  this  widely  accepted  philosophy  are 
therefore  harmless. 

At  the  present  day^  the  shelves  of  our  drug  stores  and  groceries 
are  loaded  with  the  almost  countless  numbers  and  varieties  of  cure- 
alls  and  invincible  remedies  for  the  thousand  and  oi:e  ills  that 
flesh  is  heir  to.  It  is  our  duty  to  expose  this  evil  and  to  do  it 
with  a  fearless  courage,  in  a  kind  and  convincing  way  among  our 
patients,  who  have  faith  in  us.  To  others  it  will  be  worse  than 
uselesss  to  argue;  leave  them  alone — they  are  joined  to  their  idols. 
"The  man  convinced  against  his  will 
Is  just  as  much  a  doubter  still." 

With  strangers  the  style  of  a  doctor  has  much  influence,  and 
they  will  be  readily  duped  if  he  put  on  a  pompous,  dignified 
air,  with  a  gold  headed  cane  a  silent  but  knowing  look  and.  sol-, 
emn  shake  of  the  head,  as  with  measured  modulation,  he 
informs  the  man  that  'the  case  is  doubtful,"  feels  the  pulse, 
looks  at  the  tongue;  then  opening  his  old,  musty,  medicine  stained 
and  time  worn  satchel,  deals  forth  sundry  pills,  powders  ajjd 
drops,  and  deliberately  proceeds  to  impress  the  victim  that  his 
life  depends  on  the  faithful  use  of  these  numerous  doses  every  two 
hours. 

There  was  in  England  many  years  ago  a  very  pertinent  illus- 
tration of  this  tendency  to  be  duped  by  humbug.     It  was   known 
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as  the  wonderful  cure  by  "Metallic  Tractors."  These  were  bars  of 
iron,  claimed  to  be  magnetic — whether  they  were  or  not  is  im- 
material. Well,  the  most  wonderful  and  miraculous  cures  were 
effected  by  them;  patients  bed  ridden  for  years  were  promptly 
and  permanently  restored  to  active  life.  The  Grand  Panacea 
had  at  last  been  found.  But,  alas!  some  doubting  doctor  of  med- 
icine pricked  the  inflated  bubble  by  using  wooden  tractors  painted 
in  imitation  of  iron.  The  same  wonderful  cures  were  accom- 
plished and  aches  relieved.  Then  he  showed  his  hand  and  proved 
the  delusion, 

This  inheritance  of  our  nature — credulousness — is  coexistent 
and  coextensive  with  that  sister  evil,  dishonesty. 

The  lock,  it  has  been  well  said,  is  a  perpetual  emblem  of  man's 
dishonesty,  for  were  he  honest  no  locks,  bolts  nor  bars  would  be 
required.      Nations  with  no  locks  have  nothing  worth  stealing. 

Many  more  illustrations  might  be  given  of  this  evil,  but  1  will 
not  tire  you  with  their  recital.  They  are  all  familiar  to  you. 
There  is  humbug  every  where. 

The  end  is  faith!  let  us,  then,  have  faith  and  our  faith  well 
grounded. 


Bleeding  in  Pneumonia. — At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Third 
District  Branch  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  a  verv 
interesting  discussion  was  had  in  connection  with  the  subject  of 
bleeding  in  pneumonia,  which  was  actively  participated  in  by  the 
members  present,  a  majority  of  whom  advocated  it.  Among 
other  remarks  Dr.  Orton  said  as  follows:  "I  should  like  to  be  al- 
lowed to  introduce  the  same  test  which  I  introduced  into  the  State 
Society  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  make  the  same  request 
that  was  granted  me  at  that  time.  I  asked  two  questions,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  same  questsons  to-day  in  reference  to  this  matter 
of  venesection.  'Those  members  of  the  profession  present  who 
can  remember  any  case  in  which  they  employed  venesection  and 
which  caused  them  to  regret  that  treatment  will  please  rise.' 
(None  rose.)  'Now  those  members  who  can  remember  a  case  in 
which  they  regret  not  having  used  the  lancet  will  please  rise.' " 
(About  two-thirds  rose  the  young  members  not  voting.) — South. 
Practitioner. — Northwestern  Lancet. 
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ABEIIDEEX  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 


The  third  quarterly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
Sherman  House  parlors  nn  Tuesday.  Dec.  21st.  The  name 
of  Dr.  J.  \Y.  Cook,  of  Warner  was  presented  for  membership, 
and  upon  favorable  report  by  the  board  of  censors  he  was 
unanimously  elected  a  member  of  the  society.  The  committee 
on  by-laws  and  rules  of  order  made  its  report,  which  was  accepted 
and  adopted.  Business  was  then  taken  up  in  regular  order.  Roll 
call  found  a  good  number  in  attendance.  Minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Dr.  Grant,  president  of  the 
society,  presented  a  paper  on  Cholera  Infantum,  which  proved  of 
very  great  interest,  and  brought  out  considerable  discussion  on 
the  treatment  of  that  disease.  While  nearly  all  present  favored 
in  such  cases,  the  liberal  use  of  bismuth  subnit.,  starch  water  in- 
jections and  injections  with  opiates,  Dr.  Elliott  announced  that 
he  would  use  none  of  them,  but  expected  to  cure  his  patients  by 
the  use  of  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid,  used  as  a  sedative  to  the  nerve 
centers. 

Dr.  Gdson  read  a  paper  on  credulity, — which  wTe  publish  in 
another  column — producing  a  good  deal  of  amusment  by  the 
numerous  manner  in  which  he  referred  to  the  world  of  patent 
nostrums  and  the  people  who  use  them. 

Dr.  Evans  reported  a  case  of  indolent  ulcer,  and  exhibited  the 
happy  results  of  successful  sponge  grafting. 
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Charges  were  preferred  against  Dr.  O.  S.  Pine,  for  conduct 
unbecoming  a  member  of  the  medical  profession  and  members  of 
this  society,  under  articles  of  the  Code  of  medical  ethics  and  the 
by-laws  of  the  society. 

Specification  1:  That  he,  the  said  Dr.  0.  S.  Pine,  did  on  or 
about  the  28th  day  of  Nov.,  1886,  certify  over  his  own  signature, 
that  a  certain  inmate  of  a  house  of  prostitution  on  the  outskirts  of 
Aberdeen  was,  upon  examination,  that  day  free  from  sexual  disease. 

Specification  2nd, — That  said  certificate  was  given  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  aiding  and  assisting  her  in  plying  her  vocation. 

Charges  were  signed  by  R.  M.  Elliott,  M.  D. 
.The  Society  being  without  a    committee    on  medical  ethics  the 
charges  were  referred  to  committee  of  the  whole,  to  report  at  the 
next  regular  meeting,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  furnish 
the  accused  a  copy  without  unnecessary  delay. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Aberdeen  District  Medical 
Societ}'  be  changed  to  Central  Dakota  Medical  Society. 

Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Aberdeen  in  March,  1887. 


The  Aborigines  of  North  America,  like  the  Buffalo  and  other 
large  game,  are  fast  passing  away  and  the  ''places  that  know 
them,  will  know  them  no  more.'"  In  consideration  of  this  fact,  it 
seems  that  we  owe  to  posterity,  the  keeping  alive  of  their  ideas 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  as  transmitted  to  them  by  their  fore- 
fathers. Having  spent  quite  a  number  of  years  among  them,  <  in 
government  employ  and  being  well  acquainted  with  their  habits, 
customs,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  disease  and 
accidental  injuries,  I  have  concluded  to  set  the  ball  in  motion 
by  publishing  in  the  Brief  a  few  articles  on  the  subject,  and 
would  respectfully  ask  all  physicians  and  surgeons,  having  cog- 
nizance of  any  facts  and  data  touching  this  subject,  to  contribute 
their  knowledge  thrcugh  the  columns  of  the  Brief. 

I  shall  commence  a  series  of  articles,  by  a  republication  of 
articles  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation several  years  ago. 

The  republication  referred  to  will  commence  with  the  next 
issue  of  the  Brief,  and  be  continued  through  several  numbers. 

F.  A. 
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ABERDEEN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  society   meets    at  Aberdeen,    Dakota,   on  Tuesday,    March 
22,  1887. 

As  the  object  of  this  society  is  the  advancement  of  medica] 
knowledge;  the  uniformity  of  medical  ethics;  the  promotion  of 
harmony  and  fraternity  in  the  profession;  the  protection  of  the 
interest  of  its  members;  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adopted 
for  the  relief  of  suffering  and  to  advocate  such  legislation  as  will 
tend  to  improve  the  health  and  protect  the  lives  of  communities, 
we  hope  and  trust  that  we  shall  have  the  assistance  and  co-oper- 
ation of  all  regular  physicians  in  Central  Dakota. 

W.  J.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

Groton,  Dakota. 


The  Samaritan  Hospital,  at  Aberdeen,  supplies  a  need  long 
felt  by  the  physicians  of  that  city.  It  is  under  control  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  who  are  representatives  from  the  the  different  churches 
and  city  council,  and  a  medical  staff  composed  of  the  physicians 
of  the  city.  It  has  a  regular  scale  of  prices  for  board  and  treat- 
ment, receives  patients  from  the  county,  from  the  rail  roads,  and 
other  sources.  It  is  expected  to  be  self  sustaining,  and  we  bespeak 
for  its  Board  the  hearty  co-operation  of  physicians  generally. 


DAKOTA  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Section  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 


To  the  Medical  Profession  in  Dakota: — 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  contribute  an  article 
on  Obstetrics,  or  Diseases  of  Women  or  Children,  to  be  read  be- 
fore the  Dakota  Medical  Society  to  be  held  at  Huron,  D.  T.,  on 
the  third  Thursday  in  June,  1887. 

Should  you  respond  favorably  to  the  above  request,  please 
notify  me  on  or  before  the  last  of  May  next,  what  your  subject 
will  be;  that  a  full  program  may  be  prepared  in  time  for  said 
meeting.  Hoping  your  interest  in  the  society  and  the  profession 
will  induce  you  to  lend  us  your  aid. 
I  am  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Tracy,  Chairman  Section  of 
Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women. 
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CONCENTRATED  EXTRACTS. 


removal  of  foreign  bodies  from  the 

nose. 


E.  M.  Holland  of  Colfax,  Iowa,  thus  describes  in  the  Medical 
World,  the  removal  of  a  bean  from  the  left  nostril  of  a  child  of 
four  years: 

ul  told  the  mother  to  set  the  child  upright  on  her  lap.  I  asked 
the  child  to  open  its  mouth,  which  it  did.  I  placed  my  index 
finger  on  the  outside  of  the  child's  nose  over  the  right  nostril, 
and  placed  my  mouth  over  that  of  the  child,  and  made  firm  pres- 
sure of  the  finger  on  the  nose,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  air 
through  that  nostril.  Consequentlv  the  pressure  of  air  was  be- 
hind the  bean,  when  I  gave  a  quick  hard  blow,  with  my  lips 
closed  firmly  over  the  child's  mouth.  To  the  astonishment  and 
delight  of  the  mother,  the  bean  popped  out  of  the  child's    nose.''1 


DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  TOBACCO  AM- 

BI  TOP  I  A. 


1  )r.  Geo.  H.  Powers  [Medical  Neics)  says  of  she  differential 
diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  this  ailment; 

For  instance,  a  patient  presents  himself  with  rapidly  failing 
vision,  without  pain  or  inflammation,  an  examination  discovers  a 
dirty  grayish  hue  of  the  disk,  with  diminution  of  circulation,    and 

20 
S.~ — .      Inhalation  of  a  few  drops  of  amvl,  pushed    only    to    the 

cc 
point  of  lively  hypersemia  of  the  face,  and  headache,  will  cause  a 

decided  increase  in  the  circulation  in  disk  and  retina,  and  within 
five  minutes  S  ~ — .   This  evidence  that  vision  is  not  permanently 

XL 

lost  is  of  great  value  in  fortifying  the  patient  for  the  abstinence 
which  is  necessary  to  his  cure.  The  sudden  improvement  is,  for 
the  most  part,  temporary,  as,  after  an  hour  or  so,  S.  recedes  to  per- 

haps  — ,  but  it  is  not  wholly  lost,  and  daily  inhalations,  combined 

C 
with  tonics  and  abstinence  from  tobacco  and  alcohol,  have  in  my 
bands  proved  much  more  rapidly  eurative  than  the  strychnine  and 
electrical  methods.  As  the  only  action  of  the  amyl  seems  to  be 
to  increase  the  blood  supply,  it  would  seem  that  tobacco  ambly- 
opia is  due  simply  to  a  loss  of  function  from  anaemia,  which  may 
result  in  atrophy  if  long  continued. 
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ANTIPYR1N  AND  ANTIFEBRIN. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Verein  fur  innere  Medicin  at  Berlin 
on  Oct.  18th,  Dr.  A.  Frankel  read  a  paper  upon  Antipynn  (see 
Munchener  Med.  Wochensch.,  Oct.  26th),  especially  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  rheumatism.  Having  prescribed  it  in  thiry-four 
cases  of  this  disease  he  arrives  at  the  conclusion,  supported  by  the 
published  observations  ofLenhartz  and  Alexander,  that  its  action* 
is  that  of  a  specific.  Rapid  recovery  ensued  on  its  administration 
in  nine  out  of  thirteen  mild  cases  and  in  four  out  of  twenty-one 
severe  cases.  It  is  superior  to  salicyl  compounds:  first,  in  the 
readiness  of  administration,  being  given  in  the  amount  of  15 
grammes  during  the  first  three  days  and  of  3  grammes  daily  during 
the  next  six  days;  and,,  secondly,  in  the  freedom  from  unpleasant 
physiological  effects.  He  o.ily  once  noted  vomiting  after  antipy- 
rin,  and  twice  an  "antipvrin  rash"  appeared.  Free  sweating 
occurs  with  the  defer  vesence  produced.  Respecting  protection 
from  endocarditis  he  is  unable  to  pronounce  from  paucity  of  ma- 
terial, but  some  authors  think  this  must  be  answered  in  the  neg- 
ative. Nor  can  it  absolutely  replace  other  anti-rheumatic  rem- 
edies; for  in  two  cases  it  had  rib  effect  and  in  fifteen  cases  there 
was  a  relapse.  He  did  not  know  of  any  contra-indications  to  its' 
employment,  and  summed  up  to  the  effect  that  antipvrin  is  an 
energetic  specific  anti-rheumatic  agent;  that  its  trifling  physio- 
logical effects  make  it  important  to  prescribe  it  at  first  in  every 
case  of  acute  articular  rheumatism,  but  that  it  is  no  substiute  for 
salicylic  acid,  some  cases  reacting  to  the  one  drug  and  some  to 
the  other.  Dr.  Frankel  also  reported  on  antifebrin,  introduced 
by  the  Strasburg  school — a  substance  of  exceptional  interest, 
since  in  chemical  composition  it  differs  from  any  other  known 
antipyretic.  It  is  derived  from  aniline,  is  an  odorless  powder, 
slightly  soluble  in  water,  but  readily  dissolving  on  the  addition 
of  rectified  spirit.  It  produces  slight  toxic  effects,  does 
not  induce  vomiting,  and  is  not  repugnant  to  take.  In  hourly 
doses  of  0-1  gramme  it  causes  a  transient  fall  in  temerature  of 
from  3°  to  4°  C.  Dr.  Paul  Guttmann,  in  discussing  the  paper,' 
remarked  that  of  18  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  treated  with  anti- 
pyrin  the  average  duration  was  25  days,  and  of  67  treated  with 
salicylic  acid,  35.2  days. — Lancet. 
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THE  FORCEPS. 


The  forceps  is  the  instrument  of  the  mother  and  of  the  child. 
When  properly  applied,  and  with  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
mechanism  of  parturition,  the  forceps  can  never  do  harm. 

Indications. — The  forceps  should  be  applied  in  powerless 
labors  when  the  vis  a  tergo  fails;  in  minor  pelvic  deformity  at 
the  inlet  or  outlet,  or  in  the  excavation,  when  the  proper  diam- 
eters of  the  head  and  pelvis  are  opposed;  in  occipito-posterior,  or 
face;  on  the  hreech  when  impacted,  or  after  turning  in  the  head- 
last  cases,  in  absence  of  rotation,  and  shortness  of  cord.  The 
forceps  is  also  indicated  in  certain  complex  labors  requiring 
speedy  delivery  to  save  the  mother  and  child,  as  in  hemorrhage, 
ruptured  uterus,  convulsions,  syncope,  exhaustion.,  placenta 
prwvia,  funis  presentation,  hand  and  foot  with  head,  rigidity  of 
the  soft  parts,  severe  cramps,  retention  of  urine  when  catheterism 
is  impossible,  ventral  hernia,  pulmonary  emphysemas.  It  is 
oftener  required  for  primiparse  than   multiparas. 

Before  applying  this  instrument,  rehearse  in  your  mind  the 
various  diameters  of  the  pelvis  and  head,  and  the  positions  of  the 
head. 

When  called  to  a  case  of  midwifery,  always  take  your  forceps 
with  you.  You  may  need  it  at  any  time,  and  if  you  have  to  send 
for  it,  the  mother  and  child  may  perish  before  the  messenger  has 
time  to  put  his  boots  on. — Extract  from  an  article  by  Dr.  L.  Ch. 
Boisliniere  in  New  Eng.  Med.  Monthly. 


NE  W  OPERA  TION  FOR  PROP  APS  US  UTERI. 


A  Mexican  medical  journal  gives  an  account  of  an  operation 
practiced  by  Dr.  Malanco  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  kind  of 
false  uterine  ligament  in  cases  of  prolapsus.  It  consists  in  passing 
a  trocar  from  the  anterior  vaginal  fornix  to  the  abdominal  wall 
(taking  care,  of  course,  to  avoid  the  bladder),  and  in  applying  the 
actual  cautery  to  the  track  by  means  of  a  thermo- cautery  inserted 
through  the  canula  from  the  front.  The  proceeding,  which  was 
first  proposed  by  Dr.  Fenelon,  of  Mexico,  is  stated  to  have  been 
employed  several  times  with  the  most  successful  results. — Lancet. 
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TUBERCULAR  MILK. 


Bang,  of  Copenhagen,  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  milk 
taken  from  a  tubercular  cow  is  probably  a  fruitful  cause  of  tub- 
erculosis in  children.  He  declares  that  tuberculosis  of  the  udder 
of  milch  cows  is  by  no  means  a  rare  affection,  and  is  characterized 
by  diffuse,  painless  swelling  of  one,  rarely  of  two  portions  of  the 
udder  proceeding  without  any  constitutional  implication.  A 
gland  thus  affected  furnishes  in  the  beginning  an  apparently  per- 
fectly normal  milk,  while  in  a  simple  non-tubercular  inflammation 
the  milk  is  at  once  materially  and  conspicuously  altered.  The 
diagnosis  is  corroborated  by  the  swelling  of  the  supra- mammary 
lymphatic  gland.  The  milk,  according  to  Bang,  contains  a  large 
number  of  tubercle-bacilli.  »  Experiments  resulted  in  the  infec- 
tion of  several  animals.  Boiling,  he  found;  would  destroy  the 
bacillus,  hence  it  is  but  prudent  to  resort  to  this  process  in  every 
doubtful  sample  of  milk. — Northwestern  Pharmacist. 


MEDICAL"  XER  YE  S  TRE  TCHIXG. 


A  Scotch  sura-eon  describes  marvellous  success  in  the  treatment 

o 

of  sciatica,  by  forcibly  flexing  the  afflicted  limb  upon  the  abdo- 
men, and  retaining-  it  there  for  a  moment  or  so.  This,  of  course, 
is  a  very  indifferent  adaptation  of  the  "surgical"  procedure,  nerve- 
stretching  proper;  but  if  it  prove  of  any  value  in  such  an  intract- 
able disorder  as  sciatica,  it  will  doubtless  soon  find  many 
supporters,  being  easy  of  application  and  not  antagonistic  to 
other  simultaneous  treatment. — Med.   World. 


HYDROBROMA  TE  OF  HYOSCIX. 


This  salt  is  a  most  valuable  hypnotic,  having  none  of  the  dis- 
agreeable after-effects  of  many  others,  and  having  so  little  taste 
as  to  be  administered  in  beef  tea  or  gruel  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  patient.  The  dose  is  from'gr.  1-18  to  1-15.  It  may  be 
criven  as  follows: 

R  Hyoscin  hydrobromat.,  -  \  grain. 

Alcohol,         .  ...  1  ounce. 

Aquae,  q.  s.  ut  ft.  -  -  4  ounces. 

M.         Sig. — One  teaspoonful  to  produce  sleep. — Med. 
Index: 
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CHLORAL  POISONING. 
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Dr.  Lewis  in  the  New  York  Medical  Monthly,  writes  on  the 
above  subject,  that  alcohol  is  in  no  sense  an  antidote  for  chloral 
poisoning,  yet  persons  who  take  alcohol  are  less  susceptible  to 
chloral  poisoning.  He  mentions  a  case  where  a  dipsomaniac, 
under  treatment,  was  given  100  grains  to  procure  sleep,  and  died 
soon  after.  He  mentions  another  case,  where  an  inebriate  was 
given  80  grains,  at  one  time,  with  no  bad  effects,  and  after  died 
from  the  effect  of  20  grains.  He  concludes  that  chloral  is  a 
dangerous  remedy  to  produce  narcotism  in  inebriates,  that  it 
should  always  be  given  with  great  care,  and  also,  that  its  habitual 
use  is  worse  than  that  of  opium. — Journal  of  Inebriety. 


BACTERIA  IN  SEA  AIR. 


Moureau  and  Miquei  have  made  microscopical  analyses  of  sea 
air  at  various  ^places,  and  state,  as  the  result  of  their  observations 
that  when  the  breezes  come  from  the  sea  the  air  is  almost  free 
from  bacteria.  When  100  kilometers  out  at  sea,  the  breezes  com- 
ing from  shore  are  also  almost  free  from  them,  thus  proving  that 
the  sea  is  an  unsurmountable  barrier  to  contagion.  On  vessels 
making  long  passages  it  was  noticed  that,  although  the  compart 
ments  were  not  entirely  free  from  bacteria,  they  contained  about 
100  times  less  than  in  a  Parisian  home. — Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter. 


WORMS  FROZEN  IN  ICE. 


Prof.  Leidy  refers  in  the  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.,  Philadelphia, 
1885,  p.  408,  to  finding  organisms  in  ice,  and  stated  that  Dr.  S.  C. 
Thornton  had  submitted  to  him  a  bottle  containing  water  melted 
from  ice,  in  which  was  contained  a  number  of  worms.  On  melt- 
ing some  fresh  ice  from  the  same  locality  living  specimens  were 
found.  This  ice  was  full  of  air  bubbles  and  water  drops.  Prof. 
Leidy  recognized  the  annelid  as  new,  and  applied  to  it  the  name 
Lumbricus  glacialis.  It  was  four  to  six  lines  long,  and  0.15  to 
.25  mm.  thick.  The  ice  in  which  the  annelids  occured  was  full  of 
air  bubbles.  In  clear  ice  none  were  found.  This  suggests  the 
caution  that,  in  selecting  ice  for  using,  spongy  ice  from  a  stag- 
nant pond  should  be  avoided. — Am.  Mo.  Mic.  Jour. 
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MISCELLAKEO  US. 


Temperance  editor  defines  a  bar  to  be  a  "thing  on  which  there 
is  little  or  no  water." — Druggist. 

Surgeon-General  Moore  has  arrived  at  Washington  from 
San  Francisco  and  assumed  the  duites  of  the  office  of  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  Army,  to  which  he  has    been  appointed. 

Fat  bacon  is  a  crood  food  for  tuberculous  adults:  and  the 
homely  sardine,  with  its  wealth  of  oil  and  earthy  phosphates.  A 
well-soaked  sardine,  eaten  bodily,  bones  and  all,  is  no  mean  help 
to  a  tuberculous  patient. — Med.   World. 

In  the  last  nine  years  103,598  persons  have  matriculated  as 
medical  students,  and  one  third  of  these,  33,684  have  become 
doctors  of  medicine.  For  making  these  the  medical  colleges 
must  have  received  over  twelve  millions  of  dollars. — Index. 

A  writer  in  the  Mass.  Med.  Journal  recommends  for  burns 
penciling  with  equal  parts  parts  of  sweet  oil  and  white  of  eggs, 
and  then  applying  an  ointment  composed  of  one  drachm  finely 
powdered  alum,  two  ounces  sweet  oil,  and  a  tea-cupful  of  fresh 
lard.—  Med.  World. 

Gout  and  Corpulence  Dr.  Buraey  Yeo  defines  as  disturbed 
retrograde  metamorphosis.  Life  consists  of  tissue  changed  by 
constructive  and  distructive  (retrograde)  metamorphosis.  Ex- 
cess of  food,  when  not  properly  discharged,  may  be  thrown  on 
one  side  as  fat,  or  may  form  gouty  deposit.  Both  these  tenden- 
cies may  be  inherited. — Denver  Med.  Times. 

An  Excellent  Example. — The  Allegheny  county  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  Pennsylvania,  has  unanimously  voted  an  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress.  There  are  many  more  county  and  local  Med- 
ical Societies,  embracing  a  large  membership,  that  could  do  the 
same  with  great  propriety,  and  without  incurring  the  slightest 
financial  embarrassment. — Jour.  Am.  Med.  Ass"1!!. 

The  Medical  Law  of  Iowa  has  at  lest  a  "test  case."  Chas  E. 
Kelley,  a  faith  cure  doctor,  has  been  arrested  at  Mason  City,  and 
the  case  is  now  pending.  The  warrant  for  his  arrest  was  sworn 
out  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Noyes.  Cole,  in  the  electric  bath  business  at 
Mason  City,  has  also  been  arrested.     Dr.   Noyes    writes  that   he 
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proposes  to  test  the  law,  and  have  it  carried  out.  Full  particu- 
lars will  be  published  in  the  next  number. — la.  State  Med. 
Reporter. 

Lime  water  bath  is  good  for  chilblains.  Use  strong  and  hot. 
A  saturated  solution  of  alum  in  water,  used  hot,  is  also  curative.— 
Ind.  Med.  Journal. 

The  great  mortality  among  English  medical  men  contradicts 
the  oft-repeated  assertion  that  education  in  physiology  and  the 
nature  of  alcohol  will  prevent  men  from  drinking.— Jour,  of  In- 
ebriety. 

Cholera. — The  health  authorities  of  New  Orleans  are  very  ac- 
tive in  the  endeavor  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  cholera  from 
the  Argentine  Republic,  vessels  from  that  country  being  immedi- 
ately sent  to  quarantine.  The  cholera  has  reached  Chili  and  is 
creating  havoc. —  DanieVs  Texas  Med.  Jour. 

It  is  stated  that  a  few  days  since,  a  woman  dressed  in  rags, 
applied  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for  surgical  treatment  for 
a  scalp  wound.  The  customary  search  of  her  person  revealed 
several  bank-books,  representing  $7,100  in  Boston  banks,  §1,000 
in  bonds  and  about  $200  in  cash — all  hidden  among  her  clothino-. 

Njimo  Wood  is  a  new  drug  from  Western  Africa,  derived  from 
Sarcocephalus  Eusculentus,  one  of  the  Cinchonaceae,  which  may 
possibly  find  a  place  in  the  materia  medica.  The  natives  use  it 
in  all  cases  of  gastric  troubles,  loss  of  appetite,  etc.,  and  it  furn- 
ishes, similarly  to  the  Coca  leaves  of  America,  a  pleasant  stimu- 
lant much  in  request  with  the  negroes. 

Experiments  made  with  an  extract  obtained  from  the  wood,  with 
view  to  determining  the  amount  of  alkaloid,  did  not  succeed,  a 
resin  and  bitter  principle  only  were    isolated. — Med.    Clippings. 

Dr.  Martin  Oxley  writes  in  The  Lancet:  Having  found 
that  Compound  Licorice  Powder  produced  severe  gripino-  in 
many  instances,  especially  in  young  patients,  I  substituted  anise 
for  the  fennel,  and  added  a  fourth  part  of  ginger.  The  modified 
formula  consists  of: 

Powdered  Senna. 

Powdered  Licorice  Root,         aa         2     parts. 

Anise 

Sulphur,  -  -  -  aa         1     part. 

Sugar, 5|  parts. 

Powdered  Ginger,  J  part. — Jour,  of 

Dietetics. 
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We  had  hoped  to  issue  this  number  of  the  Brief  on  time;  but 

"The  best  laid  plans  o'  mice  an'  men, 

Aft  gang  aglee." 

Sickness  in  the  families  of  both  the  editors,   coupled    with    the 

irregularities  of  the  mails  caused    by    blockades    and    wash-outs, 

together  with  a  press  of  other  business  is  our    excuse.       We    are 

obliged  to  put  our  reviews  over  till  next  issue,  when  we  hope  also 

to    complete    our  list  of  contributors  for  the  ensuing  year. — [Ed.] 


PHYSICIAN'S  VISITING  LIST, 87' 

(LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'S.) 
Xoir  ReUdy.      Thirty-Sixth  Year  of  its  Publication. 

CONTENTS.— Superior  Lead  Pencil;  Calendar  for  1887  and  1888;   Marshall    Hall's 
Ready  method  in  Asphyxia;  Voisons  and    Antidotes;    A    Description  ..of   the 
Metric  or  French  Decimal  System  of  Weights  and  Measures;  Dose  Table;  Dis- 
infectant   and  disinfecting-;    Ex  imination  of  Urine,  prepared  by  Dr.  Judson 
Daland,  based  upon  Prof.  James  Tyson's  "Handbook  for    Practioal  Examina- 
tion of  Urine;"  List  of  Standard  Reference    Books;  Incompatibles;  Table  for 
Calculating- the  Period  of  Utero-Gestation;  List  of  New  Remedies;  Sylvester's 
Method  for  Artificial  Respiration,  Illustrated;  Diagram  of  the  Chest. 
NEW  FEATURES— A  glance  at  the  above  contents  will  show  several  new  and 
practical  features  that  have  been  suggested  by  our  experience,  or  those  who  have 
used  the  Visiting  list  for  many  years.    These  additions  have  been  made,  however , 
without  increasing  the  size  of  the  book  and  without  altering  its  character  or  gen- 
eral arrangement. 

SIZES  AND  PRICES. 


REGULAR  EDITION 

For  25  Patients  weekly,      -       -        $1.00 

50       "  "  -       -  125 

75        "  "  -       -  1-50 

100        "  "  -        -  210 

50  '   "         2  Vols  from 

Jan  to  June,  and  July  to  Dec.  2.50 
100  Patients  weekly,  2  Vols  from 
Jan.  to  June  and  July  to  Dec.  8.00 


INTERLEAVED  EDITION. 

For  25  Patients  weekly,       -       -       $1.25 
50  "  -  1.00 

50         "  "         2  vols.  -  3.50 

PERPETUAL  EDITION 

Without  Dates.    Can  be  commenced 
at  any  time  and  used  until  full. 
For  25  Patients,  interleaved,         -     $1  25 
,  F0        "  "  -       1.50 


This  Visittng  List  can  be  bought  through  any  bookseller,  or,  upon  receipt 
of  the  price,  we  will  send  it,  postpaid,  to  any  address.  Send  for  our  complete 
Catalogue  of  Medical  Books. 

P.  Blakiston  Son  &  o.,  1012  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 


Queer  Disease  for  a  Bald  headed  Man.- — "And  so  poor 
Jones  is  dead,"  says  Brown  as  he  meets  Robinson  on  the  street. 
uAlas,  too  true!  The  strangest  thin  a-  I  ever  heard  of.  Marvelous! 
x\stonishing!"  answers  RoBinson.  aWhat  is?  that  he  should  have 
died?"  "No:  his  disease.  You  remember  how  fearfully  bald  he 
was?  His  head  was  dead  slick — and  yet — they  say  he  died  of 
capillary  bronchitis.    It  beats  me!" — (French  Paper.) 


THE 

Dakota  Medical  Brief. 


F.  ANDROS,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
H.  S.  SEVEY,  M.  D. 


Editors  and  Proprietors, 


Subscription,  $1  Per  Annum.  Advertising  rates  forwarded  on  application. 


Vol.  1  Mitchell,  Dakota,  January,  1887.  No.  10 


S  UBG1CA  L  A  PHO  EJSMS. 


BY  J.  J.  BERRY,   M.   D.,  OF  PORTSMOUTH"  N.   H. 


Surgical  literature  does  not  always  supply  the  information 
most  essential  to  the  operator,  neither  is  the  skill  or  dexterity  of 
the  siirgeon  a  guarantee  of  successful  results. 

To  the  minor  details  of  surgical  care,  therefore,  upon  which  I 
believe  hinges  the  great  progress  and  successes  of  the  day,  I  de- 
sire to  call  attention.  If  the  views  expressed  should  savor  of  dog- 
matism, thav  may  be  pardoned  as  being  the  result  of  well  set- 
tled convictions. 

Do  not  operate  upon  patients  who  are  under  novel  conditions 
of  locality,  temperature,  domestic  life,  etc.  Sudden  and  well- 
marked  variations  in  tenjperature  and  humidity  have  their  definite 
and  peculiar  effects  upon  the  course  and  termination  of  operative 
cases. 

The  secretions  should  be  fully  regulated  prior  to  every  opera- 
tion, and  should  form  an  important  part  of  the  after-treatment. 

The  administration  of  quinine  seems  to  have  a  decided  effect 
upon  the  intensity  of  surgical  fever. 

By  chronic  alcoholism  shock  is  rendered  more  profound  and 
persistent,   suppuration  more  liable,  secondary  haemorrhage  more 
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imminent,  and  internal  complications  more  frequent. 

The  habitual  use  of  opium  has  a  very  unfavorable  effect  upon 
the  mortality  of  surgical  cases. 

To  the  method  of  Lister  are  we  indebted  for  two  things,  name- 
ly, aseptic  conditions  and  attention  to  details.  In  some  other 
partiulars  it  is  objectionable  and  cannot  be  considered  as  fully 
abreast  of  the  times.  In  the  large  majority  of  cases  the  use  of 
strong  antiseptic  solutions  is  reprehensible;  the  latter  are  decid- 
edly irritating,  and  by  their  action  upon  the  tissues,  exert  an 
unfavorable  influence  upon  the  blood  supply  of  a  given  part.  The 
good  effects  attributed  to  them  mav  in  reality  be  due  to  irrigation 
rather  than  to  germicidal  properties.  The  free  use  of  water  ren- 
dered sterile  by  previous  boiling,  will  be  found  to  meet  most  indi- 
cations. We  are  persuaded  that  ordinarily  there  is  no  suppura- 
tion in  deep  wounds  which  are  aseptic  and  under  proper  care,  and 
moreover  that  it  is  only  under  certain  conditions  that  u-erms 
are  harmful. 


It  may  be  stated  that  in  many  cases  drainage  tubes  of  whatever 
variety  are  of  boubtful  utility.  Those  of  small  calibre  are  mani- 
festly injurious,  large  sizes  are  a  source  of  irritation,  and  delay 
healing  in  deeper  portions  of  the  wound.  Although  certain  cases 
seem  now  to  require  them,  recent  advances  indicate  that  in*  many 
varieties  of  wounds  we  shall  soon  dispense  with  all  methods  for 
securing  drainage,  in  fact,  there  will  be  nothing  to  require  it. 

Immediate  union  is  prevented  and  delayed  by  certain  conditions 
of  the  tissues.  The  common  practice  of  dissecting  out  tumors 
and  the  like  with  the  handle  of  the  scalpel,  should  be  pursued 
only  when  absolutely  necessary.  The  result  of  such  a  procedure 
is  disastrous  to  the  vitality  of  the  parts;  minute  blood-vessels  are 
torn  through  and  off,  nerve  filaments  are  bruised  and  minute  por- 
tions of  tissue  are  deprived  of  their  blood  supply  and  become 
necrotic.  It  is  far  better  to  include  portions  of  healthy  tissue  in 
an  excised  mass,  than  to  economize  in  this  particular  and  pro- 
duce a  lacerated  wound.  The  same  thing  results  when  consider- 
able portions  of  tissue  are  caught  in  the  teeth  of  artery  for- 
ceps and  twisted,  or  when  a  cautery  iron  is  applied  to  a  bleeding 
surface,  or  when  strong  styptics  are  applied  to  control  haemorrhage. 

For  similar  reasons,  a  wound  should  not  be  closed  until  the 
slightest  oozing  from  its  surface  has  been  arrested.     Not  only  does 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


coagulated  blood  prevent  coaptation,  but  unless  rapidly  absorbed 
is  sure  to  invite  suppuration.  Every  wound  should  therefore  be 
packed  with  some  aseptic  absorbent  material  before  being  perma- 
nently closed.  In  fine,  the  opposing  surface  should  be  as  free  as 
possible  from  all  sources  of  irritation  of  whatever  nature. 

Histologv  teaches  us  that  adspose  tissue  possesses  a  very  low 
degree  of  vitality,  and  this  fact  is  borne  out  by  clinical  experience. 
It  is  highly  important  therefore,  that  every  wound  should  be 
freed  of  every  accessible  portion  of  a  substance  so  inimical  to  repair. 

As  a  rule  no  operation  is  well  done  unless  rapidly  performed. 
The  exposure  of  a  wound  for  along  time  to  the  atmosphere  (con- 
taminated or  not)  together  with  frequent  and  rough  manipulation 
has  no  good  effect  upon  its  subsequent  behaviour. — .V.  E.  Med. 
Monthly. —  la.  State  Med.  Reporter. 


IODOFORM  DRESSING  FOR  BURNS 


In  an  article  in  Schmidt's  *Tahrbuche,r,  Mosetig-Moorhof  com- 
mends iodoform  as  the  most  valuable  material  for  a  dressing.  Ac- 
cording to  his  own  rich  experience  and  that  of  Mundy,  the  rem- 
edy here  exhibits  its  analgesic  action  in  the  fullest  measure. 
After  the  application  of  the  iodoform  dressing,  he  has  seen 
patients  severely  burned  in  a  few  minutes  become  more  quiet, 
and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  experience  a  fair  transport  from  the 
vanishing  of  the  pain.  The  danger  from  iodoform  poisoning  in 
severe  burns,  where  the  skin  in  its  entire  thickness  is  destroyed, 
is  very  small.  In  burns  of  the  second  degree,  where  the  coriuin, 
still  capable  of  absorption,  lies  exposed,  some  caution  is  requisite; 
but  the  author  has  never  seen  a  case  of  iodoform  poisoning  under 
such  circumstances. 

The  procedure  is  as  follows:  The  burned  parts  are  first  cleaned 
with  a  cloth  dipped  into  a  half-per-cent  solution  of  common  salt. 
The  blisters  are  opened  and  the  epidermic  shreds  removed.  The 
entire  surface  is  then  covered  with  the  compress  of  iodoform 
gauze,  which  is  applied  with  a  solution  of  iodoform  in  ether,  for 
the  reason  that  this  contains  no  excess  of  undissolved  iodoform. 
Over  this  is  placed  a  smooth,  close-fitting  layer  of  gutta-percha 
paper,  which  is  fixed   with    a    layer    of    dressing    wool,  or    other 
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absorbent  material,  and  fastenend  with  a  turn  of  the  bandage. 
The  secretion  presses  out  under  the  gutta-percha  into  the  wad- 
ding, drains  through  this,  and  is  dried  up.  The  bandage  is  not 
disturbed  for  from  eight  to  fourteen  days,  unless  this  is  rendered 
necessary  by  high  fever.  If  very  much  soaked,  the  outer  portions 
are  renewed.  The  impermeable  gutta-percha  is  very  necessary, 
and  should  never  be  left  off,  for  the  gauze,  made  stiff  by  means  of 
the  dried- up  secretion,  can  easily,  like  a  scab,  lead  to  the  retention 
of  the  secretion.  In  burns  about  the  face,  where  such  occlusive 
dressing  can  not  be  used,  the  author  employs  a  salve  made  of 
iodoform  and  vaseline,  one  to  twenty. 

The  success  attained  by  the  author  in  this  way  is  extraordinary. 
Of  fortv-ei^ht  cases  of  severe  burns  treated  in  this  way,  forty 
recovered;  and  as  severe  cases  only  those  are  designated  where 
the  burn  has  reached  the  second  and  third  degrees,  and  embrace  at 
least  an  entire  region  of  the  body.  The  story  of  the  eight  who 
died  is  quicklv  told,  and  shows  that  they  were  from  the  first 
entirely  hopeless. — Amer.  Pract.  ct*  N~ew8. — X.    W.  Lancet. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  EPILEPSY. 


BY  S.  EMORY  LAXPHEAR,    M.   D.,   KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


[Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  University  of  Kansas  City.] 

It  is  not  many  Years  since  the  question:  is  epilepsy  curable? 
was  generally,  if  not  universally,  answered  in  the  negative;  now, 
however,  many  with  great  assurance  affirm  that  it  is  a  curable 
affection.  A  part  of  this  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  remedial 
measures  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  many  hitherto  un- 
classified convulsive  affections,  characterized  by  a  sudden  onset 
(which  is  the  essential  and  invariable  element  in  epilepsy)  either 
with  or  without  unconsciousness,  and  susceptible  to  therapeutic 
agents,  are  now  relegated  to  the  domain  of  epileptic  paroxysms. 
Treatment  has  been  considerably  modified  since  the  belief  has 
been  somewhat  shaken  that  epilepsy  is  essentially  a  disease  of  the 
motor  tract — -some  pathologists  even  going  so  far  as  to  claim  that 
the  lesion  is  to  be  found   in    the    sensory  rather  than  in  the  motor 
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centers;  the  hypothesis  which  will  probably  be  found  to  be  cor- 
rect is  one  that  locates  the  disease  in  an  irritable  psycho- motor 
area  and  in  disordered  vaso- motor  centers,  a  theor}*  supported  by 
the  fact  that  the  best  results  are  obtained  by  measures  calculated 
to  give  prolonged  rest  to  and  at  the  same  time  build  up  the 
affected  cells. 

The  first  thing  to  be  sought  is  the  improvement  of  nerve  nutri- 
tion— and  to  effect  this  agents  like  cod -liver  oil,  syrup  of  hypo- 
phosphites,  maltine,  etc.,  are  indispensible.  Attention  to  food 
and  habits  are  of  prime  importance,  the  amount  of  animal  food 
being  reduced  to  the  minimum,  though  fish  and  fowls  are  admis- 
sable,  the  chief  articles  of  diet  being  milk,  eggs  and  vegetables. 
Greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  secure  proper  mastication ,  the 
ingestion  of  half-chewed,  irritating  articles,  there  is  reason  to  sus- 
pect, being  a  great  source  of  mischief  and  perhaps  an  aetiological 
factor  in  the  production  of  confirmed  epilepsy.  Tonics  may  be 
employed,  and  phosphorus  is  an  excellent  wiedicine  in  certain 
cases. 

No  epileptic  can  be  cured  who  persists  in  the  use  of  tobacco  or 
alcohol,  or  in  practicing  excessive  sexual  indulgences, — or  any 
other  depressing  drug  or  vicious  habit.  In  fact  it  is  best  even  to 
insist  upon  abstinence  from  tea  and  coffee,  substituting  therefor 
pure  milk.  At  the  same  time  the  subject  must  sleep  long  and 
quietly  and  avoid  all  passionate  outbursts.  The  bowels  must  be 
kept  regular  and  all  the  glandular  system  set,  in  physiological 
working  order. 

Of  course  no  case  can  as  yet  be  treated  without  drugs  calcula- 
ted to  counteract  peripheral  irritation,  and  of  these  the  bromides 
appear  to  act  best.  They  may  be  employed  alone  or  in  combina- 
tion with  syrup  of  hypophosphites  in  appropriate  doses,  increasing 
the  amount  given  as  rapidly  as  the  stomach  will  permit  until  brom- 
lsm  is  induced  when  the  dose  should  be  gradually  diminished. 
I  prefer  the  bromides  of  potassium,  sodium  and  lithium,  but 
recently  have  become  attached  to  bromide  of  zinc  in  those  cases 
where  zinc  salts  are  supposed  to  be  indicated,  i  e,  when  the 
attacks  show  any  connection  with  disturbances  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  In  nocturnal  epilepsy,  in  many  cases,  there  is  no  drug 
which  produces  so  good  results  as  strychnia — cases  where  brom- 
ides fail  to  accomplish  the    desired    result.     From    belladonna 
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have  derived  no  satisfaction.  Digitalis  is  indicated  in  those  cases 
characterized  by  vascular  disturbances,  particularly  if  there  be 
involuntary  discharges  of  urine  during  the  attack.  Syphilis  re- 
quires appropriate  treatment, 

Electricity  also  possesses  virtue  as  a  curative  agent,  in  a  major, 
ity  of  cases  proving  a  valuable  adjuvant,  being  of  especial  bene- 
fit in  the  nocturnal  variety.  The  mild  galvanic  current,  plainly 
perceptible  but  not  painful  when  applied  to  the  cheeks  with  a 
wet-sponge  electrode,  should  be  passed  from  the  forehead  to  the 
back  of  the  neek  and  from  the  side  of  the  head  to  the  opposite 
hand.  But  the  faradic  current  is  best  for  the  extremities  and 
body — nothing  but  the  galvanic  to  the  head.  The  method  of 
application  should  be  such  that  all  shocks  will  be  avoided,  and 
the  seances  should  not  be  loner-continued. 

These  are  the  chief  points  of  the  latest  and  most  approved 
treatment  of  epilepsy,  and  under  judicious  management,  many 
cases  are  undoubtedly  curable.  But  no  patient  ought  to  be  taken 
in  hand  unless  it  is  possible  to  have  uninterrupted  therapeutic 
control  for  from  one  to  three  years  and  longer  in  exceptional 
cases;  treatment  must  be  continued  for  a  year  after  cessation  of 
symptoms.  In  conclusion,  then,  remove  all  sources  of  peripheric 
irritation,  improve  nerve  nutrition,  and  quiet  persistent  cortical 
irritation — these  are- the  indications. — Med.    Index. 


TYPHOID  FE  VEE  AND  THE  TYPHOID  STATE. 


BY  J.  F.  FREELAND,  M.  D.,     BEDFORD,  IND. 


I  was  induced  to  write  on  this  subject,  not  because  I  had  any- 
thing original  to  say  concerning  it,  but  because  I  wished  to  em- 
phasize the  distinctions  which  should  be  made  between  a  specific 
disease  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  a  condition  which  is  merely 
a  result  of  protracted  high  temperature,  and  which  is  liable  to 
occur  in  the  course  of  any  fever. 

DaCosta  says,  "No  blunder  is  more  common  than  to  miscon- 
strue into  typhoid  fever  a  typhoid  condition  of  the  system."  This 
is  true.     I  have  seen  in  the  last  few    months,    cases    of  remittent 
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fever,  which  had  assumed  a  typhoid  condition,  diagnosed,  and 
treated  as  typhoid  fever. 

The  typhoid  state,  as  I  have  remarked,  is  merely  the  result  of 
high  temperature,  not  produced  by  the  action  of  the  over-heated 
blood  upon  the  brain — the  result  is  produced  indirectly.  The 
heat  is  produced  by  the  rapid  oxidation  of  muscular  tissue,  and 
the  residue  of  this  oxidation  is  urea  and  carbonate  or  ammonia  in 
great  excess.  Normal  body  heat  is  produced  principallv  by  ox- 
idation of  glycogen,  and  as  a  result  of  this  combustion  400  grains 
of  urea  are  excreted  daily;  but  as  a  consequence  of  the  rapid 
muscle  oxidation  during  the  typhoid  state  about  1,200  grains  of 
urea  are  excreted  during  the  same  time. 

The  result  of  this  large  quantity  of  toxic  material  circulating 
in  the  blood  is  to  poison  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  Indeed 
it  is  simply  a  variety  of  uraemia,  and  it  has  the  effect  of  producing 
the  typhoid  state.  The  muscular  debility  is  produced  by  the 
destruction  of  muscular  tissue  by  oxidation. 

The  typhoid  state  is  described  by  Tweedio  as  follows:  "It  is 
announced  by  the  decline  of  the  previous  more  acute  symptoms; 
by  the  pulse  becoming  more  rapid  and  soft;  the  tongue  dry  and 
brown,  tremulous,  and  protruded  with  difficulty;  by  the  incrusta- 
tion of  the  teeth  with  sordes;  by  the  increasing  intellectual  disor- 
der, indicated  by  the  constant  low  muttering  delirium  and  the 
greater  insensibility  and  deafness,  and  by  the  condition  of  the  sys- 
tem evinced  by  muscular  tremor,  and  subsultus  tendinum;  and  in 
some  cases  by  irregularity  or  intermission  of  the  pulse;  by  the  pa- 
tient lying  sunk  on  his  back  or  sliding  to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  the 
muscles  being  unable  to  support  the  body  even  in  a  horizontal 
position." 

This  condition  is  common  in  typhus  fever,  typhoid  fever,  puer- 
peral fever,  erysipelas,  pyaemia,  and  remittent,  and  in  fact  in  any 
fever  where  there  is  a  long  sustained   high  temperature. 

The  typhoid  state  is  so  commonly  associated  with  typhoid  fever 
that  it  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  one  of  its  special  symptoms, 
but  it  is  now  well  known  that  such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  not  un- 
common for  physicians  to  meet  with  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which 
go  on  to  intestinal  perforation  and  death  without  the  supervention 
of  the  typhoid  state,  one  such  case  having  recently  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  Dr.   Rariden,    of    Bedford.     Formerly    when    the 
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typhoid  state  occurred  in  the  course  of  a  fever  under  treatment  the 
physician    would    say,  "The  fever  has  turned  into  typhoid  fever.'1 

On  account  of  the  high  and  continued  character  of  remittent 
fever  the  typhoid  state  commonly  occurs  in  its  course.  So  com- 
mon was  this  complication  during  the  late  war  that  Dr.  Woodard 
coined  a  name  for  the  complication — "typho- malarial  fever."  He 
afterward  saw  his  mistake  and  recanted,  but  the  term  is  still  in  com- 
mon use  as  is  the  term,  typhoid  pneumonia,  which  is  just  as  im- 
properly used. 

So  we  see  that  the  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever  does  not  turn  on 
the  existance  of  the  typhoid  state.  The  typhoid  state  is  not  one 
of  its  necessary  symptoms,  though  on  account  of  the  high  range 
of  temperature  in  this  disease  the    typhoid  state  generally  occurs. 

The  diagnosis  rests  on  the  characteristic  rise  of  temperature, 
the  appearance  during  the  second  week  of  the  rose  colored  spots, 
which,  though  sometimes  absent  in  children,  are  nearly  always 
present  in  adults.  Hutchinson,  in  Pepper's  system  of  medicine, 
says  they  are  almost  universally  present,  and  that  the  diagnosis 
must  be  guarded  indeed  if  they  cannot  be  found.  The  abdominal 
symptoms,  tympanites,  tenderness,  and  gurgling  are  of  course 
accorded  their  value.  The  detection  of  the  bacillus  is  a  positive 
sign,  and  it  is  now  becoming  common  for  city  physicians  to  exam- 
ine the  dejections  for  the  bacillus  typhoris.  The  following  mor- 
bid conditions  must  be  present:  Ulceration  of  the  solitary  and 
agminated  glands  of  the  intestine,  congestion  and  enlargement  of 
the  spleen  and  mesenteric  glands. 

A  differential  diagnosis  between  the  typhoid  state  and  typhoid 
fever  is  necessary,  as  one  is  merely  a  symptom  which  may  arise 
in  any  fever,  and  the  other  is  a  specific  disease.  The  physician 
who  calls  every  typhoid  condition  typhoid  fever  will  come  to  re- 
gard only  his  patient  and  to  disregard  the  danger  of  those  who 
are  liable  to  become  affected  when  he  has  a  case  of  tjrphoid  fever 
in  his  practice.  He  will  see  that  the  typhoid  state  is  non-infec- 
tious, and  as  he  makes  no  distinctions,  he  will  regard  them  both 
innocuous.  He  should  make  the  diagnosis  correctly  so  he  can 
consider  the  etiology  of  his  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and  remove 
the  sources  of  infection,  and  prevent  the  danger  of  general  infec- 
tion.    For  the  same  purpose  he  should  use  prophylactic  measures 
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— such  as  disinfecting  the  stools  and  linen.  Unless  he  makes  the 
proper  discrimination  he  can  give  no  intelligent  prognosis,  for  on 
one  hand  he  would  have  simply  the  typhoid  associated  with  some 
fever;  on  the  other  hand  the  typhoid  state,  and  in  addition  ulcer- 
ated intestines  liable  to  perforation,  and  dangerous  hemorrhages 
and  medullary  infiltration  of  the  spleen  and  mesenteric  glands. 
He  must  differentiate  before  he  can  administer  intelligent  treat- 
ment. In  the  typhoid  state  the  temperature  is  the  principal  thing 
to  combat,  while  in  typhoid  fever  the  grave  special  symptoms 
are  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

I  think  some  physicians  are  not  careful  in  making  a  diagnosis 
in  these  cases,  because  there  is  more  credit  in  curing  a  case  of 
typhoid  fever  than  in  relieving  a  patient  suffering  with  the  ty- 
phoid condition  which  is  associated  with  a  less  dangerous  disease. 
There  is  some  similarity  between  the  typhoid  state  and  typhoid 
fever  which  the  laity  quickly  recognize,  and  they  suppose  what 
is  simply  an  untoward  symptom  in  a  disease  not  serious  in  itself, 
is  the  terrible  typhoid  fever. — Ind.  Med.  Jour. — Progress. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  ACNE. 


Lassar  recommends  the  following  paste  for  all  forms  of  acne: 

B-naphthol 10  parts. 

Precipitated  sulphur 50    " 

Vasoline  or  lanolin 25    " 

Green  soap 25    " 

This  is  to  be  spread  upon  the  skin  to  the  thickness  of  the  back 
of  a  knife-blade,  and  left  on  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when 
it  will  cause  a  little  burning.  It  is  then  to  be  wiped  off  with  a 
soft  cloth,  and  the  skin  powdered  with  talc.  The  skin  soon  be- 
comes brown,  and  finally  peels  off.  The  desquamation  can  be 
hastened  by  the  application  of  Lassar's  paste  with  2  per  cent,  of 
salicylic  acid.  When  the  desquamation  has  ceased,  the  acne  will 
be  found  to  be  greatly  benefitted. —  Therap.  Monatshaft. — Jour. 
Am.  Med.  Asso'n. 
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TO  OUR  PATRONS. 


An  explanation  concerning-  the  irregular  appearance  of  the  Brief 
is  due.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  last  Winter  and  into  late 
Spring  the  Senior  Editor  was  confined  to  his  room  and  bed  with 
sickness  which  entirely  unfitted  him  for  any  kind  of  labor.  The 
Junior  Editor,  also,  has  been  incapacitated  for  editorial  work  by 
reason  of  ill  health,  and  a  press  of  other  engagements. 

The  Brief  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth;  and  will  soon  awaken 
with  (we  have  every  reason  to  hope)  renewed  vigor  and  life. 

In  our  attempt  to  introduce  our  journal  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion of  Dakota,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  we  have  been  disappointed; 
we  expected  help  from  the  profession  in  the  way  of  communica- 
tions; with  few  exceptions,  the  response  has  been  wanting.  To 
those  who  have  kindly  assisted  us  we  again  extend  our  thanks, 
and  solicit  still  farther  aid.  So  far  as  pecuniary  profit  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  so  far,  published  it  at  a  loss;  but  a  brighter  day 
is  dawning  and  we  shall  use  our  best  efforts  to  be  more  regular 
in  our  issue  and  hope  to  make  the  Brief  worthy  of  the  support 
of  the  profession. 
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We  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  renewing  our  acquaintance 
with  Dr.  W.  J.  Ward,  who  called  in  the  interests  of  the  medical 
publishing  house  of  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  The  Doctor  is  one  of 
those  gentlemen  whom  it  is  always  pleasant  to  meet,  while  the 
publications  represented — the  International  Encyclopaedia  of  Sur- 
gery, Reference  Handbook  of  Medical  Sciences,  Cyclopaedia  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  etc.  etc. — are  above  criticism.  The 
Doctor  reports  business  in  his  line  lively  in    Dakota. 


The  Thirty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation will  de  held  in  Chicago,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  7, 
at  11  a.  m.,  in  Central  Music  Hall,  corner  State  and  Randolph 
streets,  and  will  continue  four  days. 

The  Palmer  House  announces  the  following  liberal  rebate  to 
delegates:  On  the  American  plan  where  two  occupy  one  room 
a  rebate  of  50  cents  per  capita.  On  the  European  plan  on.  $1.00 
rooms  a  rebate  of  25  cents  per  capita  will  be  given  where  two 
occupy  one  room.  On  the  European  rooms  for  which  the  regular 
rate  is  81.50  and  upwards  a  rebate  of  50  cents  per  capita  will  be 
made. 

The  following  from  The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  will  interest  many  western  physicians: 

.  The  following  named  lines    offer    one    and    one-third    fare    for 
round  trip: 

Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railway. 

Central  Iowa  Railway. 

Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad. 

Chicago  &  North  western  Railway. 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  Railway. 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway. 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway. 

Green  Bay,  Wynona  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railway. 

Illinois  Central  Railway. 

Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs  Railroad. 

Milwaukee  &  Northern  Railroad. 

Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  &  Western  Railway. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railway. 

Minnesota  &  Northwestern  Railroad. 
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Missouri  Pacific  Railway. 
Rock  Island  &  Peoria  Railway. 
Sioux  City  &  Pacific  Railroad. 
Wabash  Western  Railway. 
Wisconsin  Central  Lines. 

[Other  roads  will  be  added  as  heard  from.    These  lists  have  been  prepared   at 
great  expenditure  of  time  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Transportation, 

Dr.  Liston  H.  Montgomery, 

Briggs  House,  189  Randolph  St.,  Chicago, 
who  should  be  addressed  for  additional  information.] 


DAKOTA  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Chairman. 


The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  at  Huron, 
on  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  16  and  17.  The  officers  and 
others  of  the  society  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  meeting 
one  of  unusual  interest  to  all  who  attend,  and  it  is  hoped  the  at- 
tendance will  de  larger  than  ever  before. 

The  following  sections  are  announced: 

On  Medicine,  Dr.  S.  B.  McGlumphy,     Yankton, 

On  Surgery,    Dr.  O.  S.  Pine,  Aberdeen, 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women, 

Dr.  R.  B.  Tracy,  Mitchell,. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, 
Dr.  W.  E.  Moore, 

On  Nervous  Diseases, 

Dr.  J.  B.  VanVelsor, 

On  Hygiene,  Dr  L.  A.  Potter, 

On  Endemic  Dis.,  Dr.  A.  Slaman, 

On  Typhoid  Fever,  (special) 

Dr.  S.  A.  Brown, 

Quite  a  number  of  volunteer  papers  are  expected. 

The  requirements  for  membership  are,  that  the  candidate  shall 
be  a  regular  practitioner  in  the  Territory,  a  graduate  from  a  med- 
ical college  in  good  standing,  of  good  moral  character;  and  the 
payment  of  a  membership  fee  of  $2.00. 

Every  qualified  physician  in  the  Territory  is  urged  to  come. 


Tjndall, 

Yankton, 

Altoona, 

Lennox, 

Sioux  Falls, 


Beginning  with  the  April  No.,  1887,  the  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly  introduced  a  new  and  very  desirable  feature.  In  the 
department  of  "Analyses,  Selections,  etc.,"  synopses  are  given  of 
every  original  article,  appearing  the  month  before,  in  every  reg- 
ular monthly  medical  journal  published  in  the  States  South  and 
Southwest  of  Virginia,  including  those  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
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ABERDEEN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  society  met  at  the  parlors  of  the  Sherman  House,  Aber- 
deen, on  Tuesday,  March  21,  1NS7.  Upon  calling  the  roll  but 
;  wro  members  were  found  absent. 

The  names  of  Drs.  W.  E.  Duncan,  of  Ellen  dale,  and  J.  D.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Groton,  were  presented  for  membership  and  upon  a  fav- 
orable report  of  the  Board  of  Censors  they,  were  elected  members 
of  the  society. 

Dr.  0.  M.  Huestis,  (Dentist)  of  Huron,  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  for  the  day. 

Dr.  Geo.  Welsh  was  also  elected   to   honorary    membership  for 
the  day  upon  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Elliott.      Dr.  Welsh  did 
BOt  seem  to    appreciate    the  honor  shown  him,  as  he  was  continu- 
ally at  variance  with   nearly   all   of  the   members  of  the  society 
until  it  became  necessary  to  administer   a.  slight  rebuke  to  him. 

The  annual  address  of  the  president  was  listened  to  with  much. 
interest  and  he  was  the  recipient  of  much,  hearty  applause. 

Dr.  Peabody,  of  Webster,  presented  a  case  of  talipes"  varus, 
showing  the  success    of    ;-.  tion  performed  by  himself  some 

months  since. 

Dr.  Evans,  of  Groton,  presented  a    case    of    so-called    indolent 

ulcer.      This  case  brought  forth  much  discussion  by  various  mem- 

i  [      e  society-     Drs.  McNatt  and  Evans   have    had    the  case 

under  observation    for    more    than    a  year  and  are  of  the  opinion 

the  case  is  one  of  a  malignant  character. 

Dr.  Cook,  of  warner,  presented   a    case  of  of  the  tibia. 

There  were  no  indications  of  anythi    g  of  a  s  nature,  either 

tn- the  history  or  appearance  of  the  patient  and  while  all  were 
willing  to  admit  that  it  might  be  of  specific  origin,  vet  they  were 
>f  the  opinion  that  the  necrosis  was  the  result  of  an  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  patient  som-e  nine  or  ten  months  before.  Drs.  El- 
liott and  Welsh,  however,  informed  the  societv  that  it  was  of 
syphilitic  origin,  and  in  proof  stated  that  the  patient  had  im- 
proved somewhat  under  tlie  administration  of  iodide  of  iron,  and, 
all  diseases  yielding  to  this  remedy,  which  is  <<  specific  in  all 
syphilitic  ^is^ascs,  must  necessarily  b<  specific. 

There  were  a  number  of  papers  t<>  be  read  which  could  not  be- 
heard  for  want  of  time;  these  were   laid   over  until  next  meeting. 
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The  charges  against  Dr.  Pine,  preferred  at  the  last  meeting, 
were  dropped  for  want  of  prosecution.  While  all  were  willing  to 
admit  that  the  issuing  of  health  certificates  to  prostitutes  is  not  in 
keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  medical  profession,  yet  it  was  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  members  that  these  charges  should  not 
have  been  preferred,  as  it  was  more  a  question  of  taste  than  of 
medical  law.  It  is  hoped  that  nothing  of  the  kind  will  ever  come 
before  the  society  again.     The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved:  That  this  society  considers  it  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  medical  profession  and  tending  to  encourage  immor- 
ality to  issue  certificates  of  health  to  prostitutes,  or  to  any  inmate 
of  a  house  of  prostitution. 

The  following  was  added  to  Sec.  2,  Art.  I,  of  the  By-Laws: 

Xo  member  of  this  society  shall  be  permitted  to  put  his  card 
in  any  newspaper  for  a  period  of  more  than  six  months  after  such 
member  shall  have  located  at  any  point  within  this  district,  and 
said  card  shall  contain  only  his  name  with  the  letters  M.  D.,  or 
the  equivalent-"Physician  and  Surgeon",  with  office  hours  and 
iocation  of  oflu-e. 

Charges  were  preferred  by  the  Society  as  a  whole,  against  Dr. 
M.  R.  Elliott,  for  incompetency,  unprofessional  advertising  and 
unprofessional  conduct  in  general.  The  allegations  being  imme- 
diately sustained,  Dr.  Elliott  was  expelled  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
The  necessity  for  such  action  was  regretted  by  all,  but  the  welfare 
of  the  society  demanded  it,  and  it  could  not  be  avoided. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year; 

Dr.  Cook,  of  Warner,  President. 

*'     Peabody,  of  Webster,  Vice-president. 

<l    Diefendorf,  of  Aberdeen,  Treasurer. 

u    Evans,  of  Groton,  '  Secretary. 

M     Grant,  of  Bath,  ) 

"    Duncan,  of  Ellendale,  >  Com.  on  Med.  Ethics. 

"     McLean,  of  Groton,  ) 

"    Coyne,  of  Aberdeen,  >) 

"    McNutt,         «  V  Censors. 

"     Peabody,  of  Webster,  ) 

After  extending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  president,  Dr. 
Grant,  meeting  adjourned  until  June  21st. 

W.  J.  Evans,  Secretary,  Groton,  D.  T. 


^publication  in  The  Polyclinic.  The  correct  therapeutic  value 
of  this  method  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  the  collectoin  of  statis- 
tics, and  he  therefore  requests  any  one  who  has  administered  the 
gas  to  communicate  the  result  lo  him,  the  formula  used,  and  any 
special  information  that  may  be  useful. 

We  hope  to  reproduce  in  our  next  issue,  a  very  valuable  article 
on  this  subject  which  first  appeared  in  the  April  issue  of  The 
Polyclinic. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 


Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Eight- 
eenth Annual  Session,  held  at  Dallas,  Texas,  April  27,  28,  29  and 
30,  1886.     Austin,  Texas,  1886.     8vo.  pp  691. 

This  volume  is  a  beauty.  It  is  replete  with  matter  which 
leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  high  standing  of  the  medical  profession 
of  the  uLone  Star  State".  It  is  elegantly  bound  in  boards,  bev- 
eled and  lettered  in  gilt.  Altogether  it  is  a  credit  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  and  to  the  Publication  Committee,  of 
which  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin,  is  chairman.  We  regret  that 
we  have  not  the  space  to  mention  it    more  fully  in  this  issue. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL   EX- 
PERTS. 


[Address  of  President  J  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  of  Sioux  Falls.  D.  T.  Read  before  the 
Dakota  Medical  Society,  June  17,  1887.] 


Rogers  has  said  the  term  uExpert"  indicates  an  individual, 
who,  in  any  trade,  art,  or  science  through  observation  or  practice 
has  become  experienced  in  the  same.  He  has  been  defined  as  a 
person  of  peculiar  knowledge  on  certain  subjects  or  in  certain 
professions;  a  scientific  witness  etc. 

Justice  Falger,  said:  "An  expert  is  one  instructed  by  exper- 
ience, and  to  become  one  requires  a  course  of  previous  study  or 
practice,  so  as  to  be  familiar  with  the  subject." 

Justice  Maule,  has  said:  "That  all  persons  who  practice  a  bus- 
iness or  profession  which  required  them  to  have  a  certain  know- 
ledge of  the  matter  in  hand  are  experts  so  far  as  expertness  is 
required." 

In  New  Hampshire,  Justice  Doe  says:  "An  expert  must  have 
made  the  subject  upon  which  he  gives  his  opinion  a  matter  of 
particular  study,  practice  or  observation  and  he  must  have  par- 
ticular knowledge  on  the  subject." 

While  Justice  Ames  of  Rhode  Island  says  "Knowledge  of  any 
kind  gained  in  and  for  ones  business  entitles  him  an  expert  so  as 
to  render  his  opinion  formed  on  such  knowledge  admissible  in 
evidence." 
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An  expert,  says  Justice  Royce,  is  a  person  who  possesses  pecul- 
iar skill  and  knowledge  upon  the  subject  matter  that  he  is  re- 
quired to  give  an  opinion  upon. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  of  Massachusetts,  defines  an  expert  as  one 
of  large  experience  in  any  particular  department  of  art,  business 
or  science. 

Justice  Redfield,  states  that  the  term  expert  seems  to  imply 
both  superior  practical  experience  and  knowledge  in  the  art  or 
profession;  but  generally  nothing  more  is  required  to  entitle  one 
to  give  testimony  as  an  expert  than  that  he  has  been  educated  in 
the  particular  art  or  profession,  for  persons  are  presumed  to  un- 
derstand questions  pertaining  to  their  own  profession  or  business 
As  opinions  of  experts  may  rest  either  on  their  personal  know- 
ledge, or  on  facts  testified  of  by  the  witness,  it  is  error  to  assume 
that  an  expert  is  one  who  simply  testifies  from  premises  furnished 
by  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses.  In  a  matter  of  science  no 
individual  can  be  considered  an  expert  who  does  not  thoroughly 
understand  the  science  involved. 

Taylor  on  evidence  says:  "Perhaps  the  testimony  which  least 
deserves  credit  with  a  jury  is  that  of  skilled  witnesses  who  are 
usually  required  to  speak  of  opinions  and  not  of  facts;  and  where 
this  is  the  case,  it  is  often  quite  surprising  to  see  with  what  facil- 
ity and  to  what  extent  their  views  can  be  made  to  correspond 
with  the  wishes  or  the  interests  of  the  parties  who  call  them. 
They  do  not  willfully  misrepresent  what  they  think,  but  their 
judgement  becomes  so  warped  by  regarding  the  subject  in  one 
point  of  view,  that,  even  when  consientiously  disposed,  they  are 
incapable  of  expressing  a  candid  opinion.  (  Being  zealous  parti- 
sans, their  belief  become  synonomous  with  faith  as  defined  by  the 
Apostle  and  it  too  often  is  but  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.  And  as  experts  usually  come 
with  a  bias  respecting  which  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any  rules, 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  overrate  the  value  of  the  evidence  given 
in  many  difficult  and  delicate  inquiries,  not  only  by  medical  men 
and  physiologists  but  by  the  learned  and  experienced  in  various 
branches  of  science,  art  and  trade, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  tes- 
timony is  daily  received  in  our  courts,  containing  scientific  evidence 
to  which  it  is  almost  profanity  to  apply  the  term,  as  being  revolting 
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to  common  sense  and  inconsistant  with    the    commonest    honesty 
on  the  part  of  those  by  whom  it  is  given." 

Redfield  on  Wills,  states  that  medical  experts  are  beginning  to 
be  regarded  much  in  the  light  of  hired  advocates  and  their  tes- 
timony nothing  more  than  a  studied  argument  for  the  side  in 
favor  of  which  they  have  been  called.  So  unanimously  has 
this  proved  true  in  my  limited  experience  that  it  would  excite 
scarcely  less  surprise  to  find  an  expert  called  by  one  side  testify- 
ing in  any  particular  in  favor  of  the  other  side  than  to  find  the 
counsel  upon  either  side  arguing  against  their  clients,  in  favor  of 
their  antagonists. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  N.  C.  says:  "The  opinion  of  a  well  in- 
structed experienced  medical  man  upon  a  matter  within  the  scope 
of  his  profession,  and  based  on  personal  observation  and  know- 
ledge, is  and  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  and  weighed  by 
the  jury  rendering  their  verdict." 

The  Supreme  court  of  Texas,  in  a  case  involving  a  person's, 
sanity  declares  the  opinions  of  medical  men  are  received  with 
great  respect  and  consideration  and  properly  so.  Supreme  Court 
of  Pa.  "It  is  well  settled  says  the  court  that  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of  medical  experts  is  of  great  value  in  questions  of 
insanity." 

In  a  case  which  involved  the  mental  capacity  of  a  grantor  to 
make  a  valid  deed,  the  court  of  appeals  of  W.  V.  said:  uThe 
evidence  of  physicians,  especially  those  who  attended  the  grantor 
and  were  with  him  considerably  during  the  time  it  is  charged  he 
was  of  unsound  mind,  is  entitled  to  great  weight." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  in  a  case  for  sanity  for  a  murderer 
said:  "It  would  be  a  farce  to  try  such  a  question  upon  the  strength 
of  medical  opinion  and  to  regard  the  weight  of  evidence  always 
on  the  side  which  produce  the  greatest  members." 

Sir  John  Michael,  in  Evans  v.  Knight,  observed  that  experience 
in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  taught  him  that  evidence  on  questions 
of  capacity,  being  commonly  that  of  opinion  only,  was  almost 
always  contradicted.  The  difficulties  witnessed  by  Sir  John 
Michael,  almost  always  occur  when  the  opinions  of  physicians  are 
required  in  cases  of  medical  jurisprudence. 

Whenever  they  have  enlisted  on  the  side  of  either  party,  or 
of    some    favorite    theory  and    one    portion    of   the   profession  is 
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placed  in  array  against  another,  the  difficulties  mentioned  in  the 
above  quoted  are  greatly  multiplied,  and,  however  renowned  or 
honest  or  profound  characters  the  witnesses  may  be,  such  will  be 
the  conflict  of  their  testimony  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  that  it  will 
be  utterly  unsafe  for  a  jury  or  court  to  follow  or  adopt  the  con- 
clusions of  either  side.  Medical  testimony  is  of  too* much  im- 
portance to  be  disregarded.  When  delivered  with  caution,  and 
without  bias  in  favor  of  either  party,  or  in  aid  of  some  speculation 
and  favorite  theory,  it  becomes  a  salutary  means  of  preventing 
even  intelligent  juries  from  following  a  popular  prejudice,  and 
deciding  on  inconsistent  and  unsound  principles,  but  it  should  be 
given  with  great  care  and  received  with  the  utmost  caution,  and 
like  the  opinions  of  neighbors  and  acquaintances  should  be 
regarded  as  of  but  little  value  if  not  well  sustained  by  reason  and 
facts  that  admit  of  no  misconstructions  and  supported  by  author- 
ity of  acknowledged  credit. 

In  1875,  the  Supreme  court  of  Illinois  said  these  doctors  recom- 
mended by  the  contestant  as  expert  for  the  purpose  of  invalid- 
ating a  will  deliberately  made  by  a  man  quite  as  competent  as 
either  of  them  to  do  such  an  act;  they  were  the  contestants1  wit- 
nesses and  so  consider  themselves:  the  testimony  of  such  is  of  but 
little  value  and  should  be  received  with  great  caution  by  juries 
and  courts.  It  was  said  by  a  distinguished  Judge  in  a  case  before 
him,  if  there  was  any  kink  of  testimony  not  only  of  no  value, 
but  even  worse  than  that,  it  was  in  his  opinion  that  of  medical 
experts.  They  may  be  able  to  state  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease 
more  learnedly,  but,  upon  the  question  whether  it  had,  at  a  given 
time,  reached  such  a  stage  that  the  subject  of  it  was  incapable  of 
making  a  contract,  being  irresponsible  for  his  acts,  the  opinion  of  his 
neighbors,  if  men  of  good  common  sense,  would  be  worth  more 
than  all  of  the  experts  in  the  country.  It  must  be  apparent  to 
every-one  but  few  wills  could  stand  a  test  of  the  fanciful  theory 
of  dogmatic  witnesses  who  bring  discredit  on  science  and  make 
the  name  of  expert  a  by-word,  and  a  reproach. 

We  concur  with  the  above,  we  would  not  give  the  testimony  of 
those  common  sense  witnesses  deposing  to  what  they  know  and 
saw  almost  every  day  for  years  for  those  so  called  experts  who 
have  always  some  favorite  theory  to  support  men  who  often  are  as 
presumptions  as  they  are  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  medical 
science. 
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The  London  Lancet  says:  "Several  cases  which  had  been  con- 
sidered in  the  higher  courts  of  Scotland,  have  brought  into  un- 
fortunate prominence  the  diversity  of  opinion  even  by  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  the  profession." 

Lord  Deas  signified  his  unwillingness  to  have  his  mental  condi- 
tion investigated  by  one  of  these  medical  men  evidently  fearing 
that  he  himself  might  be  incarcerated. 

Lord  Frazer,  stated  in  another  case  that  the  evidence  was  as 
unsatisfactory  as  any  he  had  ever  heard.  It  left  on  the  mind  the 
distressing  impression  that  the  science  of  medicine  was  simply  the 
science  of  guessing  and  experts.  Different  physicians  with  equal 
confidence  and  equal  dogmatism  expressed  contrary  opinions  to 
the  same  condition  of  things.  He  advised  the  jury  to  exercise 
their  own  common  sense,  throw  over  board  the  medical  opinions 
and  go  by  the  facts. 

Dr.  Brush,  Assistant  physician  to  N.  Y.  State  Lunatic  Asylum 
has  written  the  history  of  John  Gaffney,  who  shot  in  a  drunken 
row  Patrick  Fahey,  May  7th,  1972,  and  in  August  was  convicted 
of  murder  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  Sept.  27th  1872.  By  legal 
proceedings  a  stay  was  secured  until  Dec.  14th  1872,  when  the 
prisoner  was  again  sentenced  to  be  hung  the  7th  day  of  Feb. 
1873.  Then  followed  every  effort-  of  friends  and  counsel  to 
commute  his  sentence  to  imprisonment  for  life.  On  the  29th  day  of 
Dec.  1872,  Gov.  Dix,  telegraphed  that  he  would  not  interfere  with 
the  law  in  its  course...  This  position  of  the  chief  executive  com- 
pletely prostrated  the  prisioner  and  only  four  days  before  the  day 
appointed  for  the  execution  Gaffney  made  a  full  confession  to 
a  representative  of  the  Buffalo  Press.  Up  to  this  time  nothing- 
was  said  of  the  prisoner's  insanity.  On  the  following  day  Gaffney 
appeared  to  sleep  from  noon  till  about  5  p.  m.,  when  he  got  up  a 
raving  maniac,  heaping  abase  upon  freinds  and  enemies  alike. 
Feb.  5th  some  priests  visited  his  place  of  confinement  to  adminis- 
ter religious  consolation,  but  were  met  with  oaths  and  other  abu- 
sive language  by  Gaffney,  who  broke  into  fragments  a  crucifix 
which  had  been  left  in  his  room.  He  pretended  to  know  no  one; 
kept  up  a  constant  flow  of  talking  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  sub- 
ject introduced.  To  test  his  self  composure  some  one  remarked 
do  you  know  that  you  are  to  be  hung  tomorrow?  but  Gaffney 
was  entirely  indifferent  on  the  subject.     He  made  violent  demon- 
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strations  and  was  correct  in  his  habits.  Upon  the  request  of  the 
Sheriff,  several  physicians  made  an  examination  into  Gaffney's 
mental  condition  and  the  majority  joined  in"  requesting  Gov.Dix 
to  grant  a  few  days  stay  of  the  sentence  for  further  examination ; 
a  week  was  granted.  Dr.  Brush  was  present  at  both  examina- 
tions, and  says  that  he  never  was  present  and  hopes  never  to  be 
again  where  such  profanity  and  abuse  were  indulged  in.  Gaffney 
had  a  wild  stare  and  said  he  had  been  poked  in  the  head  with  a 
pole  by  some  one  through  the  grates,  his  eyes  were  seldom  fixed 
on  any  object  for  even  a  moment,  except  when  he  passed  a  win- 
dow which  took  in  a  view  of  the  scaffold  which  was  being  built 
for  his  execution.  He  gazed  hastily  and  uneasily  about  the  yard. 
The  testimony  of  the  first  physician  of  large  general  practice  was 
that  Gaffney  presented  decided  symptoms  of  insanity.  The 
examination  on  the  second  day  was  to  weaken  the  same  impres- 
sion. On  the  second  day  his  pulse  was  eighty-six,  having  fallen 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty  the  previous  day.  This  gentleman 
concluded  by  testifying  that  he  had  no  fixed  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  man's  mental  condition.  The  second  physician  had  practiced 
for  twenty  years  and  was  ready  to  state  on  his  oath  that  the  man 
was  insane.  The  third  physician  said:  "1  have  practiced  medi- 
cine during  five  years  last  past ;  visited  Gnffney  first  about  noon 
yesterday;  stood  behind  the  corridor  where  I  could  not  be  seen; 
heard  him  talk  about  a  Dutch  dance,  a  chicken  fight,  his  concert 
saloon,  etc.;  his  physical  condition  was  prostrated  as  that  of  an  in- 
sane person  might  be."  The  fourth  witness  thought  the  prisoner 
knew  too  little  for  an  insane  man.  The  fifth  was  no  more  ready 
to  say  that  he  was  sane  than  that  he  was  insane.  At  the  conclus- 
ion of  the  examination  the  prisoner  walked  quietly  out  with  the 
officers,  and  asked  them  to  clear  the  men  out  of  the  saloon,  al- 
though there  were  no  people  present  as  they  came  to  the  stair- 
way- 
Governor  Dix  ordered  John  P.  Gray,  with  Dr.  S.  O.  Vander- 
poel,  to  make  the  examination.  His  constant  jargon  or  lingo  of 
words  was  kept  up  without  any  meaning;  he  avoided  a  direct 
glance  and  kept  his  eye  moving  from  wall  to  ceiling.  When 
pressed  rapidly  with  questions  he  became  confused,  and  for 
two  hours  they  were  unable  to  interrupt  his  harangue.  He  at 
length  became  confused,  and  finally  under  the  press  of  questions, 
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forgot  himself  and  answered^  but  instantly  tried  to  recover  him- 
self by  repeating  his  usual  conversation  in  a  louder  and  more  con- 
fident tone.  Dr.  Gray  then  said,  "Gaffney,  you  are  caught;"  and 
Dr.  Vanderpoel  replied,  "Yes  you  are  a  miserable  bungler." 
Gaffney  suddenly  stopped  and  attempted  to  strike  the  Doctor? 
but  was  prevented.  Drs.  Gray  and  Vanderpoel  both  gave  their 
testimony  to  the  effect  that  he  was  of  sound  mind.  After  the 
verdict  was  rendered  Dr.  Gray  went  to  see  him,  and  Gaffney  said: 
"Doctor,  I  hope  you  don't  blame  nie  for  trying  to  save  myself;" 
and  excused  himself  for  the  crime,  saying  he  did  not  know  what  he 
was  doing,  but  was  able  to  give  inaccuracy  in  the  evidence. 
Some  of  his  fellow  prisoners  testified  that  Gaffney  told  them  he 
would  fool  the  doctors.  At  the  end  of  his  reprieve,  Feb.  14th, 
1873,  the  prisoner  suffered  the  death  penalty,  having  acknowl- 
edged that  his  insanity  had  been  feinged. 

The  case  of  William  Barr,  given  by  Dr.  MacDonald,  of  the 
asylum  for  insane  criminals  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  who  was  convicted 
for  robbery  Dec.  16th,  1870,  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  for  ten 
years,  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Clinton  prison,  where  he 
remained  until  Feb.  4th,  1874,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
state  asylum  for  insane  criminals,  at  Auburn,  by  the  prison  phys- 
ician, who  stated  that  he  was  suffering  from  chronic  mania  with- 
out lucid  intervals.  The  subordinate  medical  officer  and  his  asso- 
ciates did  not  consider  him  insane.  He  planned  his  escape  from 
the  asylum,  but  was  returned  the  same  day.  In  March,  1876, 
he  was  returned  to  the  prison  as  not  insane,  and  again  the  follow- 
ing September  was  returned  to  the  asylum  with  a  certificate  that 
he  had  paroxysmal  mania,  at  which  time  his  physical  condition 
was  good.  Oct.  3d,  he  had  slept  well  since  admittance,  but  was 
fault-finding  and  quarrelsome,  causing  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
In  February,  1877,  Barr,  with  several  convicts,  under  the  care  of 
the  superintendent,  were  in  front  of  the  prison  engaged  in  clean- 
ing snow  from  the  sidewalk,  and  if  a  passerby  happened  to  be  a 
lady  Barr  would  try  to  attract  her  attention,  raise  nis  hat,  make  a 
bow  and  the  gesture  of  throwing  a  kiss  at  her,  for  which  he  was 
reprimanded.  Barr,  becoming  angry,  refused  to  work  or  go  in 
and  in  other  ways  manifested  contempt  for  the,  keeper.  A  citi- 
zen, passing  at  the  time,  spoke  to  the  keeper,  who  turned  to  re- 
ply, when  Barr  dealt  him  a  blow  with  his  shovel    which    crushed 
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the  officer's  head.  Barr  was  taken  to  jail  and  it  was  noticed  that 
during  the  early  part  of  the  night  he  was  very  noisy,  but  later 
slept  well. 

Drs.  Gray,  Chapin  and  Dimon  were  appointed  to  examine 
Barr's  mental  condition.  From  evidence  and  general  examina- 
tion they  testified  that  he  was  sane  at  the  time  of  the  murder  and 
at  the  time  of  his  trial.  One  of  the  witnesses  regarded  the  pris- 
oner's case  as  acute  mania.  Another  said  that  he  was  suffer- 
ing from  paroxysmal  mania.  The  third  witness  divided  insanity 
into  two  forms,  mania  and  delusion,  and  said  that  Barr's  case 
came  under  the  latter.  While  the  fourth  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  it  was  mania  without  delusion.  During  the  trial  Barr  would 
grin  and  laugh  in  a  silly  manner.  After  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  the  second  degree,  and 
Barr  was  sentenced  to  State's  prison  for  life.  When  returned 
to  prison  and  while  changing  his  clothes  lie  was  asked  by  the 
deputy  why  he  did  not  recognize  him  in  court.  Barr  replied: 
aCaptain,  1  was  not  recognizing  anybody  then."  He  made  two 
desperate  attempts  to  escape,  with  many  other  acts  which  con- 
vinced the  prison  authorities  that  lie  was  sane.  Barr  was  placed 
in  solitary  confinement  and  extra  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
his  escape.  On  the  following  Sunday,  during  his  quiet,  he  hung 
himself  from  a  top  cross  bar  of  his  cell  door.  At  the  post  mortem 
examination,  which  was  done  by  a  competent  person,  not  even 
the  microscope  revealed  any  disease  of  the  nerve  cells.  Also 
one  of  the  statements  that  he  made  to  one  of  his  companions  that 
he  was  going  back  to  the  asylum  even  if  he  had  to  kill  a  keeper 
to  accomplish  his  object,  would  satisfy  any  reasonable  person 
that  he  was  of  sound  mind.  At  another  time  he  remarked  tha't 
those  fellows  at  the  court  house  were  trying  to  hang  him,  but 
that  he  was  too  smart  for  the  dot- tors. 

Again,  we  have  our  late  crank,  Gifeau,  who  had  lived  a  life 
of  sin,  of  great  hopes,  of  small  efforts  and  ridiculous  failure,  and 
aspired  to  be  a  politician,  thinking  he  would  be  rewarded  by  a 
very  important  appointment.  Being  refused,  he,  by  inspiration, 
slew  the  Chief  Executive  by  a  pistol  shot,  and  took  every  pre- 
caution in  his  power  to  prevent  an  outraged  public  from  doing 
him  personal  harm,  also  believing  that  the  opposing  parties 
would  rescue  him  from  the  course  of  the  law.     Out  of  eight  phy- 
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sicians  who  were  called  by  the  defense  to  answer  the  hypotheti- 
cal question,  divine  will  for  the  good  of  his  country,  etc.,  and 
examined  him  several  times,  Spitzka  alone  testified  that  Guiteau 
was  insane,  the  other  seven  answered  the  hypothetical  question 
only.  Among  the  fifteen  that  were  subpcened  for  the  prosecu- 
cution  was  the  lamented  Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  and  all  testified  that 
the  prisoner  was  of  sound  mind    and  responsible  for  his  crime. 

Mrs.  W.  sued  the  city  for  damage  for  injury,  sus- 
tained by  her  daughter  from  a  fall  while  walking  on  the  side 
walk  with  a  shawl  closely  wrapped  about  her  arms.  No  bruises 
occurred  about  the  face,  although  she  was  unable  to  extricate  her 
hands  as  she  fell  forward.  Medical  evidence  by  the  prosecu- 
tion that  the  girl's  heart  was  displaced  permanently  by  the  fall; 
experts  by  the  defense  testified  that  no  displacement  existed. 
The  jurv  found  a  verdict  against  the  prosecution.  Mr.  H.  sued 
the  city  for  injuries  received  by  carriage  top  being  caught  by 
telephone  wire  which  hung  low,  taking  top  and  seat  off,  landing 
himself  and  wife  on  their  backs  in  the  street.  It  was  but  a  few 
days  before  he  was  at  work  again  as  a  carpenter.  One  medical 
witness'  evidence  went  to  show  that  no  particular  injury  was 
found  although  he  made  an  examination  but  a  few  weeks  after 
the  fall,  and  again  two  years  later  before  the  trial  took  place.  An- 
other medical  witness  testified  that  the  coracoid  process  of  scapula 
was  fractured — the  origi.i  of  pectoralias  minor  coracobrachialisand 
short  head  of  biceps.  Writers  on  the  fractures  of  this  process, 
state  that  only  about  twelve  authenticated  cases  are  on  record; 
that  they  are  produced  by  direct  violence  and  are  very  apt  to  be 
fatal,  as  great  laceration  of  the  region  takes  place.  In  Mr.  H's 
case  there  was  not  even  a  mark  of  discoloration  at  that  point. 
The  jury  found  for  the  city.  Mrs.  K.  prosecuted  Mr.  D.  for 
striking  her  on  the  left  hand  with  a  stick,  producing  a  contract- 
ion of  the  fmcrers  of  the  same  hand;  on  examination  of  ritrht 
hand,  the  corresponding  fingers  were  in  a  like  condition;  evi- 
dence offered  by  the  prosecution  was  to  the  effect  that  the  blow 
on  the  left  hand  produced  the  contraction  of  the  flexor  muscles 
and  tendons,  and  that  the  right  hand  could  have  been  deformed 
through  sympathy  or  by  reflex  action.  The  jury  found  $500 
damages  for  Mrs.  K.,  the  prosecution,  although  defense  by  medi- 
cal testimony  did  not  believe  the  blow,  but  work    or    a    previous 
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disposition  to  rheumatism  were  the  cause  of  the  distortion.  A 
young  girl's  parents  prosecuted  Mr.  J.  for  assaulting  their 
daughter  with  a  rope  for  permitting  the  cattle  to  get  into  his 
field.  A  day  or  two  later  the  girl  was  slightly  indisposed.  A 
physician  was  called  and  found  no  marks,  although  they  were 
looked  for  and  concluded  that  the  childs  illness  was  caused  by 
bein  g  out  in  the  morning  dew,  frequent  showers,  hot  sun  and 
often  wading  the  river,  but  the  jury  found  for  the  girl  the  amount 
of  *500.  In  a  case  of  the  wife  who  was  charged  with  the  poisoning  of 
her  husband  with  strychinia,  and  had  bought  the  poison  at  a  drug 
store,  a  large  amount  was  found  in  the  stomach  and  liver.  A 
very  respectable  physician  had  some  months  previously  pre- 
scribed tr  of  nux  vomica,  in  liquor  potassa.  The  expert  for  the 
prosecution  offered  to  take  all  the  strvchnia  in  the  prescription, 
at  one  dose.  The  wife  was  not  found  guilty.  Many  present  here 
today,  and  possibly  all,  can  recall  to  memory  like  cases.  And 
shall  we,  for  the  above  reason,  conclude  that  physicans  are  not  as 
honest,  nor  as  competent,  as  other  professions?  How  often  attor- 
nevs  differ  in  court,  and  are  compelled  to  retire  for  the  purpose  of 
amending1  their  pleadings.  It  is  not  a  rare  thing  for  a  judge  to 
have  his  decisions  reversed.  How  often  do  we  learn  of  corruption 
in  the  learned  profession;  still,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  there  are 
those  who  cannot  move  from  the  right  intentional lv,  although 
thev  might  be  mistaken.  Has  anyone  ever  seen  two  divines 
agreeing  in  every  particular,  although  their  Christian  purity 
could  in  no  way  be  questioned?  What  profession,  art,  or  sci- 
ence, is  making  greater  advance  than  the  medical  profession? 
What  profession  is  doing  as  good  work  for  as  little 
or  no  pay,  as  the  medical  profession?  "What  class  of 
men  endanger  their  lives,  their  health  and  pres- 
ent comfort,  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  they  live, 
as  physicians  do?  Who  keeps  the  follies  of  the  weak,  and  helps 
them  return  to  the  ways  of  safety  more  than  does  the  medical 
profession?  Where  can  you  find  more  perfect  christians  than 
among  the  healing  art?  Christ  the  most  perfect  one,  healed  the 
sick,  halt  and  blind.  What  greater  would  we  be  than  a  great 
physician  ?  Xo  more  truthful  person  can  be  found  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  than  a  truthful  physician;  and  the  land  is  full  of  these 
medical  gems.  How  many  perfect  and  pure  courageous  minds,  have 
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gone  before  us,  and  still  we  have  many  'stalwart  in  our  midst, 
who  employ  their  every  moment  in  finding  the  truth  and  diffusing 
it  through  the  land  w hose  great  strong  souls  are  almostsad  that  they 
can  do  no  more  just  now.  Nowhere  can  be  found  more  kindness 
and  deeper  sympathy  than  in  our  profession,  nor  can  others  find 
wider  fields  in  which  to  bestow  it.  When  we  remember  Flint, 
Gross,  Hamilton,  McDowell,  Sims,  Harvey,  Hunter  and  the  im- 
mortal Jenner;  we  know  that  no  seat  will  be  higher  or  brighter 
than  theirs,  at  the  right  of  the  great  white  throne.  With  what 
pleasure  will  come  to  us  the  assurance  from  the  Great  Judge 
that  for  their  sakes  we   are  given  the  blessing. 

While  we  know  that  the  ranks  of  the  medical  profession  are 
graced  by  as  able  and  upright  men  as  can  be  found  in  any  other 
profession  or  science,  still  we  fear  that  some  cause  exists  for  the 
above  criticism. 

Would  it  not  be  better  that  all  physicians  should  refuse  to  ex- 
amine a  patient  or  individual  rather  than  to  be  called  as  an  ex- 
pert to  assist  some  dishonest  lawyer  to  carry  on  a  law  suit  which 
has  no  merit? 

Facts  within  our  knowledge,  we  no  doubt  are  obliged  to  an- 
swer to  the  best  of  oar  understanding,  and  should  be  quite  posi- 
tive that  we  do  understand  the  point  of  issue. 

Not  only  should  we  be  well  informed  in  general  as  physicians, 
but  should  be  skilled,  and  should  be  expert  in  the  Jquestion  be- 
fore us.  Let  us  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth;  although  our  knowledge  may  blight  the  brighetst 
hopes  of  those  who  call  us. 

When  it  is  known  that  the  medical  profession  will  be  perfect 
in  its  evidence,  no  third  rate  lawyer  will  attempt  to  employ  us 
in  an  unjust  case. 

Dollars  do  not  reward  us  for  distorting  our  opinion,  and  those 
whom  we  attempt  to  serve  can  only  regard  us  with  contempt  for 
for  so  base  an  act,  should  they  be  sufficiently  regenerated  to  form 
such  a  conclusion. 

1  have  known  good  legal  men,  and  many  poor  ones,  to  ^o  the 
rounds  of  the  physicians'  offices  until  they  found  the  sympathetic 
and  convenient  evidence.  We  should  place  ourselves  in  a  posi- 
tion that  would  demand  of  the  courts  a  suitable  compensation  for 
evidence  on  questions  of  opinion. 
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Evidence  on  facts  is   far  different  from  the  hypothetical,    which 
requires  knowledge  and  understanding  often  of  much  wider  range 

and  to  be  prepared  by  an  expenditure    of    time  and  money    that 
should  have  their  reward 


HYPODERMIC     INJECTIONS    OF   COCAINE    IN 

TETANUS. 

Dr.  M.  Lope/  reports  he  following  ease  in  El  Genio  Medico 
QuirurgicO)  for  February  6,  1887.  M.  G.,  50,  laborer  after  work- 
ing in  the  wet  and  cold,  complained  of  rheumatic  pains  of  back 
and  limbs.  Three  days  later  he  had  marked  opisthotonos  and 
painful  cramps,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  idiopathic  tenatus. 
Choral  hydrate  and  morphine  were  prescribed.  For  three  days 
the  patient  was  kept  under  the  influence  of  these  drugs,  with  the 
result  that  the  pain  was  lessened,  but  the  muscular  rigidity  and 
cramps  increased.  He  now  became  unable  to  swallow,  and  death 
seemed  imminent.  Morphine  was  injected  hypodermically,  but 
was  followed  by  no  amelioration  of  the  symptons.  Three 
syringefuls  of  the  mixed  solutions  of  morphine  and  cocaine  (each 
five  per  cent,)  were  then  injected.  The  effect  was  immediate. 
After  two  hours  he  could  move  the  limbs,  turn  in  bed,  and  open 
his  mouth.  On  the  next  day  he  was  goingon  well;  slight  trismus 
and  stiffness  of  the  neck  remained.  On  both  sides  of  the  neck 
and  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  a  fourth  part  of  the  svringeful  of  the 
same  solution  was  injected.  On  the  next  day  all  the  symptoms 
had  disappeared.  The  patient  rapidly  regained  strength. — Lon- 
donMedical   Record.  May  1      ,1887. 


Pilocarpine  m  Neuritis  axd  Myositis.— Semmola reports  the 

casp  of  a  lady,  about  40,  in  good  health,  after  standing  in  a 
draught  was  seized  with  great  pain  in  the  right  shoulder  and 
arm;  the  pain  gradually  increased,  and  all  movement  of  the  arm 
became  impossible.  Massage,  liniments,  galvanism,  with  salicy- 
lates and  quinine  internally,  were  prescribed.  Months  passed, 
but  the  conditions  remained  the  same.  Semmola,  on  being  called 
in  consultation,  recommended  the  prolonged  Scotch  douche,  but 
as  the  administration  of  this  was  inconvenient,  he  suo-o-ested  the 
hypodermic  injection,  every  twelve  hours,  of  a  centigramme  and 
a  half  (\  gr.)  of  hvdrochlorate  of  pilocarpine.  There  was  consid- 
erable improvement  after  the  second  injection,  and  in  four  days 
the  patient  was  practically  well. —  Ijondon  Medical  Record,  May 
16,  1887. 
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We  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Dakota 
Medical  Society  for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  our 
undertaking,  in  the  publication  of  the  Brtef,  not  only  their 
kindly  recommendation,  but  also  in  the  pecuniary  aid  afforded  us. 
And  also  to  those  of  the  fraternity  who  have  so  kindly  loosed  their 
purse  strings  in  the  gratuity  so  liberally  extended  to  us.  Ill 
health  has  been  a  great  drawback  in  the  regular  publication 
of  the  last  few  numbers,  disappointments  have  awaited  us  on 
every  side,  but  we  promise  to  exert  all  our  powers,  not  only  to 
keep  breath  in  the  Brief,  but  will  endeavor  to  make  it  more  de- 
serving of  your  support  The  Dakota  Medical  Society  has  done 
all  and  more  than  we  have  reason  to  expect,  for  which  we  again 
respectfully  offer  our  thanks. — Ed. 

The  Aberdeen  District  Medical  Society  seems  to  lead  far  in 
advance  of  all  other  medical  associations  in  the  territory.  This 
certainly  speaks  well  for  the  medical  fraternity  in  that  section  erf 
our  territory.  We  have  a  society  of  which  Mitchell  is  the  center; 
we  have  in  our  city  twelve  physicians,  all  of  whom  are  licenti- 
ates, and  yet  but  five  out  of  that  number  have  associated  them- 
selves with  the  society.  Objections  to  the  code  of  ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Associatioii  which  had  been  adopted  by  our 
home  society,  seems  to  be  the  rock  on  which  they  split.  Seem- 
ingly the  almighty  dollar  with  them  outweighs  their  interest  in 
the  advancement  of  our  loved  profession.  All  hail  to  the  physic- 
ains  of  tin1  Aberdeen  District  Medical  Society]  May  you  con- 
tinue to  prosper  in  your  good  work. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  SESSION. 


Society    met  at  Huron,  in  the  city  hall,  at  2  p.  id.,  June  16  '87. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  president.  Dr.  J.  0. 
Morgan,  of  Sioux  Falls,  whose  brief  but  pleasant  address  was  full 
of  congratulations  and  words  of  encouragement.  After  a  recess 
of  thirty  minutes,  to  enable  the  committee  on  credentials  to  make 
its  report,  the  followingnew  members  were  admitted: 

Drs.  Wm  J  Evans,  Groton;  H  Russell,  Huron;  John  L  Fox- 
ton,  Huron;  G  E  Martin,  Carthage;  A  J  Dickinson,  Huron; 
A  T  Bryan.  Egan;  W  H  Lane,  Miller;  S  L  Halverson,  Mitchell; 
C  B  Alford,  Huron;  W  DHaight,  Bloomington;  W  M  Kaull, 
Frankfort;  R  D  Buchanan,  Parker;  S  J  Coyne.  Aberdeen;  J  W 
Cook.  Warner;  H  M  Wheeler.  Fargo;  R  ACushman,  De  Smet; 
R  T  Dott.  Alexandria;  H  VanBuskirk.  Arlington;  H  H  Stoner, 
Highmore;  R  F  Campbell,  Watertown;  J  I)  McLean,  Groton; 
A  0  Allen,  AYoolsey;  A  F  Gosslee,  Faulkton;  J-W  Burchard. 
Carthage;  Alex  Shaw,  Watertown;  C  M  Fxcell,  Alexandria;  O 
W    Phelps.  Ha  warden.  Iowa. 

Drs.  Coyne,  McLean,  and  Cook,  were  received  as  delegates 
from  the  Aberdeen  District  Medical  Society. 

The  coramttee  of  arrangements:  Dr.  Moodv,  chairman,  an- 
nounced the  program  for  the  ^esoion.  and  extended  an  invitation 
from  the  Physicians  and  druggists  of  Huron,  to  attend  a  banquet 
on  Friday  evening. 

Minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  by  the  secretary, 
and  approved  without  changes.  The  treasurer  read  his  annual 
report,  showing  receipts  during  the  year  of  *102.08,  and  a  cash 
balance  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  of  *6.62.  Report  was 
accepted. 

The  secretary  was  instructed,  on  motion,  to  furnish  all  delin- 
quent members  a  statement  of  their  account. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ware,  the  annual  dues  of  Dr.  F.  Androsf 
now  and  hereafter  were  remittted. 

The  following  resolution,  by  Dr.  Spafford,  was  adopted: 

Whereas;  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  terri-* 
tory  seem  to  demand  recognition  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
public's  health,  and  legislative  measures  enacted  to  that  end; 

Be  it  Resolved;    That  the  members  of  the  Deikota  Jfedicai 
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Society  do  ask,  and  respectfully  urge  His  Excellency,  Gov.  L. 
K.  Church  to  recognize  the  interests  of  this  society  by  appointing 
Dr.  George   Moody,    of  Huron,  on  the  territorial  board  of  health. 

Drs.  Spafford,  VanVelsorand  McNutt,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  present  the  same  to  His  Excellency,  the  governor. 

Report  of  section  on  surgery  being  called  for,  Dr.  Pine  read  a 
paper  on  "antiseptic  surgery  and  the  general  practitioner.1'  A 
long  discussion  which  became  quite  general,  followed,  on  the  use 
and  action  of  antiseptic  treatment.  Dr.  Burchard,  among  others, 
believes  that  antisepsis  prevents  the  breaking  down  of  the  tissues 
and  the  consequent  formation  of  bacteria.  Dr.  Ware  maintains 
that  all  pus  contains   bacteria. 

Drs.  Pine  and  Moody,  each  related  cases  improved  by  the  Ber- 
geon  treatment,  with  lessened  expectoration,  stopping  of  night 
sweats,  increased  appetite,  reduced  temperature,  and  increase  of 
flesh  and  weight.  Dr.  Alford  claimed  that  under  its  use,  while 
the  sputa  lessened  in  amount,  the  relative  proportion  of  the  bacilli 
tuberculosis  was  considerably  diminished.  Drs.  Moody  and  Pine 
both  thought  the  action  of  the  jjfas,  that  of  a  jrermicide.  Ad- 
journed  to  8  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSIOX. 

Order  was  called  by  Dr.  Moody. 

Prayer,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Potter. 

Mayor  H.  J.  Rice  was  introduced,  and  welcomed  the  members 
of  the  profession  to  the  city,  pleasantlv  suggesting  that  he  pre- 
fered  to  leave  his  bed  of  sickness  to  meet  the  physicians,  rather 
than  have  a  council  of  doctors  call  upon  him. 

The  president  then  read  his  annual  address,  on  "medical  testi- 
mony.'1 On  motion,  the  same  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  publication. 

Section  on  diseases  of  women  reported,  and  Dr.  Morgan  read  a 
paper  on  ovariotomy,  reporting  a  successfull  operation  at  Sioux 
Falls.  Discussion  by  Drs.  Coyne,  VanVelsor,  Andros,  Cook, 
Stoner  and  Pine. 

Committees  on  nominations  and  resolutions  were  then  appointed. 

Invitations  for  the  next  annual  meeting-  were  received  from 
Watertown,  Redfield,  Mitchell,  Fargo  and  Aberdeen.  Ad- 
journed to  8:30  a.  m. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

Order  was  promptly  called  by  the  president,  when  Dr.  Lane 
presented  a  case  for  diagnosis,  which  was  decided  to  be  a  sclero- 
sis of  specific  origin,  of  lower  part  of  spinal  cord. 

Report  of  committee  on  nominations  was  called  for,  and  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  duly  elected  as  follows: 

President,  D.  Frank  Etter,  Yankton;  1st  vice  president,  O.  S. 
Pine,  Aberdeen;  2nd  vice  vresident,  P.  L.  Campbell,  Water- 
town;  secretary,  H.  E.  McNutt,  Aberdeen;  asst.  secretary,  S.  L. 
Halverson;  Mitchell;  treasurer,  R.  E.Buchanan,  Parker;  Cen- 
sors, F.  A.  Spafford,  Flandreau;  J.  B.  YanYelsor,  Yankton;  G. 
W.  Moody,  Huron. 

Invitations  to  hold  the  next  annual  meetinor  at  Redfield,  was 
accepted. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  consitution,  to  be  added  to 
article  iv,  was  duly  adopted:  "provided,  however,  that  a  sec- 
ond application  for  membership  from  any  person,  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived during  the  same  year  in  which  his  previous  application 
was  rejected." 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Etter. 
creating  a  standing  committee  on  necroloow. 

A  paper  on  lacerations  of  the  cervix  uteri  was  read  by  Dr. 
Pine,  followed  by  discussion  on  methods  of  treatment,  by  Drs. 
Ware.  Coyne,  Morgan  and  Shaw.      Adjourned  to  1:30  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Order  was  called  pursuant  to  adjournment.  On  motion, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  fee  bill  for  the  surgical  de- 
partment, for  the  society,  to  report  at  next  annual  meeting.  Drs. 
Covne,  Morgan  and  YanYelsor,  were  made  such  committee. 

A  special  paper  on  the  "causation  of  typhoid  fever,1'  by  Dr.  S. 
A.  Brown,  was  read  by  the  secretary.  The  paper  proved  of 
much  interest,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  the  doctor. 

On  report  of  finance  committee,  the  bill  of  secretary  for  $15 
for  expenses,  was  ordered  paid.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Coyne,  the 
secretary  was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  $25, 
probable  expenses  for  the  coming  year. 

On  motion,  the  treasurer  was  directed  to  pay  to  Dr.  Andros 
the  sum  of  *50,  for  the  publication  in  the  Medical  Brief  of  the 
transactions  of  the  society  for  the  coming  year. 

In  a  discussion  on  the  socalled  prairie  itch,  Dr.  Shaw    reported 
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having  examined  twelve  or  fifteen  cases  microscopically,  and 
found  in  about  one  half  the  number,  the  ordinary  scabies.  His 
treatment  was  comp.  sulphur  ointment.  Dr.  Lane  thought  his 
cases  of  the  same  name  must  be  quite  different,  and  not  scabies, 
and  reported  rapid  cures  from  internal  use  of  liquor  potass, 
oftt    ::.  ter  die. 

Dr.  Evans  reported  a  case  where  a  young  physician,  advertising 
special  qualifications  in  midwifery,  was  called,  and  found  the 
chil  lying  transversely,  with  right  arm  and  shoulder  presenting. 
The  mother,  a  strong,  healthy  gernaan  woman,  aged  35,  was  in 
her  thirteenth  confinement.  The  pelvis,  according  to  the  doctor's 
statement,  was  very  large,  the  largest  he  ever  saw,  and  the 
child  weighed  six  and  a  half  to  six  and  three  fourths  pounds. 
There  had  been  scarcely  any  labor  pains  until  the  doctor  arrived. 
The  method  of  delivery  employed  by  this  man  of  special  quali- 
fications was  as  unique  as  it  was  successful.  With  a  full  descript- 
ion of  the  case  before  he  left  home,  distance  16  miles,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  carry  an  anesthetic,  forceps,  nor  an  instru- 
ment of  any  kind.  He  began  by  turning  the  woman  transverse- 
ly across  the  bed  and  then  pulling  on  the  arm  that  presented, 
until  at  length  it  gave  way  at  the  shoulder,  and  was  removed. 
Both  the  doctor  and  the  mother  had  said  that  the  child  was 
alive  just  previous  to  this  operation.  By  some  special  quailifica- 
tion,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  down  the  other  arm,  which  in 
turn,  shared  the  fate  of  the  other.  Then  followed  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  cut  off  the  head,  and  to  hook  it  down  with  an  old 
iron  cooking  spoon.  Nature  finally  revolted,  and  with  a  few  ex- 
pulsive pains  of  the  uterus,  the  remains  of  the  foetus  were  born, 
the  head  bent  upon  the  chest,  thus  showing  the  capacity  of  the 
pelvis  even  for  operations  of  this  kind.  The  mother  did  not  die 
until  the  seventh  day.  The  corners  jury  said  the  child  died  from 
manslaughter  in  the  first  degree ,  but  the  justice  before  whom 
the  preliminary  examination  was  held,  although  moved  at 
times  through  sympathy  almost  to  vengeance,  could  find  no  rea- 
son why  this  man  of  special  qualifications  should  be  held  even  to 
the  action  of  the  grand  jury. 

Dr.  Spafford,  for  committee  on  legislation,  reported,  explain- 
ing the  force  of  the  present  laws  on  practice.  Drs.  Morgan  and 
Evans  referred  to  the  prevalence  of  quackerv.      Dr.  Spafford   re_ 
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plied  that  the  laws  were  ample  for  its  suppression,  and  promised 
assistance  from  the  territorial  board  of  health  if  the  physicians 
would  notify  them.     Adjourned  to  8:80  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Order  was  called  by  the  president. 

As  delegate  to  the  American  Medical    Association^    Dr.    Van 

Velsor  made  his  report,  which  was,  as  usual  with  the  doctor,  full 
of  interest  and  information.      He  referred  with  feelino-  to  his    ob- 

o 

servation  that  the  old  men  are  rapidly  passing  away,  and  that  the 
association  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  younger  men. 

1  n  taking  leave  of  the  chair,  Dr.  Morgan  congratulated  the 
members  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  society,  and 
pleasantly  thanked  them  for  the  honors  and  the  assistance  given 
him. 

Dr.  Etter.  the  president  elect,  was  then  introduced,  and  in  a 
short  but  eloquent  address  returned  his  thanks,  and  referred  to 
the  dignity  of  the  profession  and  the  responsibilities  of  its  mem- 
bers.     The  address  was  well  received. 

Committee  on  resolutions  reported  as  follows: 

Resolved:  That  the  thanks  of  this  society  are  hereby  extended 
to  his  Honor,  H.  J.  Rice,  for  his  address  of  welcome  to  this  city: 
also  to  the  medical  profession  of  this  city,  especially  to  Drs. 
Moody  and  Alford,  for  their  earnest  and  efficient  endeavors  for 
the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  members  of  this  society  at  this 
session:  also,  to  the  retiring  president,  Dr.  Morgan,  for  the  able 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  this  meeting, 
as  well  as  for  his  zeal  and  fidelity  for  the  prosperity  of  the  soci- 
ety during  the  year:  and  not  least,  to  the  physicians  and  drug- 
gists of  this  city,  for  their  kind  invitation  to  the  banquet  on 
Friday  evenino-.      Adopted  unanimously. 

A  resolution,  by  Dr.  Coyne,  was  adopted,  instructing th"  presi- 
dent and  secretary  to  address  a  circular  to  the  physicians  of  the 
the  territory,  reccommending  the  Dakota  Medical  Betef  as  the 
official  organ  of  this  society,  and  soliciting  their  subscriptions 
for  its  support. 

An  invitation  b\  Dr.  Evans  was  extened  to  the  members  to  at- 
tend the  (jiiarterlv  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  District  Medical 
Society  at  Aberdeen.  June  2.  1888. 

The  president  then  announced  the  following  committees: 
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Legislation,  M.  Ware,  Geo.  W.  Moody,  H.  M.  Wheeler; 
Arrangements,  S.  L.  Halverson,  J.  R.  Kutnewsky,  W.  M 
Kaull;  Necrology,  Dr.  C.  B.  Alford,  W.  H.  Lane,  R.  A.  Cush- 
man.  Sections.  Medicine,  Alex  Shaw,  Chairman ;  H.  G.  Rose, 
secretary.  Surgery.  S.  J.  Coyne,  chairman;  C.  J.  Cummings, 
secretary.  Obsterics  and  diseases  of  women,  R.  B.  Tracy, 
chairman;  L.  F.  Diefendorf,  secretary,  Nervous  diseases.  J. 
B.  Van Velsor,  chairman;  H.  VanBus:kirk,  secretary.  Hygeine, 
H.  H.  Stone,  chairman;  J.  R.  Spooner,  secretary.  Endemic  dis- 
eases. A.  F.  Gosslee,  chairman;  T.  Olney,  secretary.  Volun- 
teer papers,  J.  C.  Morgan,  F-  Andros.  Microscopy,  J.  W.  Bur- 
chard,  chairman;  H.  S.  Sevey,  secretary.  Diseases  of  children, 
R.  F.  Campbell,  chairmon;  A.  L.  Peterman,  secretary. 

Adjourned  to  3rd  Thursday  in  .June,  1888. 

H.  E.McNutt,  Secretary. 

.  ♦ . — — 

ABERDEEN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Aberdeen  District  Medical  Society,  held  its  regular  quar- 
terly meeting  at  Aberdeen,  June,  21st.  Although  the  attendance 
was  not  as  full  as  is  usual  with  this  society,  the  day  was  spent 
in  the  examination  of  surgical  cases,  and  the  discussion  of  the 
subject:   Typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  McNutt  read  a  paper  on  the  climatic  fever  of  1886  at 
Aberdeen,  maintaining  that  three  distinct  types  of  fever  were 
present,  viz:  the  socalled  mountain  fever,  and  typhoid, 
requiring  decidedly  different  treatment;  and  a  third  type,  which 
was  a  combination  of  the  two. 

Dr.  Neff  read  an  instuetive  paper  on  the  treatment  of  com- 
pound fractures  of  the  femur,  explaining  the  methods  employed 
in  such  cases  in  the  Philadelphia  hospitals. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society  desires  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  a  very  cordial  invitation  from  the  Cass 
County  Medical  Society  to  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at 
Fargo.  The  invitation  was  not  received  until  after  adjournment, 
but  from  numerous  expressions  heard  at  the    meeting,    we    think 

{he  invitation  would  have  been  accepted  as  cordially  as  given. 
*♦» 

The  proceedings  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Society    occupies    so 

much  space  in  this  number  that  the  publication  of  a  number  of  valu- 

ible  contributions  will,  of  necessity,  be  delayed  for  a  short  time. 
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The  list  of  persons  who  have  died  after  submitting  to  Pas- 
teur's treatment    for  hydrophobia  numbers  forty-five. 

Lead- Poisoning. — The  daily  papers  of  Philadelphia  have 
attributed  the  deaths  of  eleven  persons  to  eating  buns  or  cakes 
artificially  colored  by  eliminate  of  lead.  Dr.  D.  D.  Stewart  pub- 
lishes an  io- paper  upon  the  subject  in  the  Medical  N 
for  June  18,  containing  records  of  eighty  cases,  in  which  the 
poisoning  wa  ly  manifested  by  convulsions.— Medical 
Times. 

The  Bureau  of  General  information,  Washington,  D.  C. — 
Physicians  and  others  who  des;re  to  obtain  information  and  refer- 
ences from  the  library  of  the  Surgeon -General's  office, .or  from 
any  other  sources  in  Washington,  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to 
communicate  with  the  manager  of  this  bureau,  Joseph  13.  Marvin, 
P.  0.  Lock  Box  379,  Washington,  I 

The  English  Pasteur  Commission.-  port    of    the    com- 

mittee on  hydrophobia  has  been  recently  issued.  It  contains  ex- 
perimental and  other  evidence  which  strongly  supports  the  theo- 
retical vi  .'.r  and  their  practical  application. 

Tin-:  Illinois  law  and  Indian  doctors.  -The  amended  practice 
act  which  en  ird  of  health  to  deal    with    itinerant 

"doctors"  "Indian  doctors"'  and  the  like,  seems  to  be 
driving  some  of  them  from  the  state.  The  newspapers  this 
week  show  that  a  good  many  of  them  are  in  .serious  trouble  in 
adjoining  states. — Tournal  of  Amercnn  MedicalA  ssociation. 

Cholera  in  Sicily. — A  cablegram"  of  July  12,  savs  that  chol- 
era, winch  is  broken  out  in  Sicily,  is  increasing.  There  have 
been  200  cases  at  Catania,  with  140  deatl^s.  The  Neapolitans 
are  alarmed  on  account  of  the  arrival  in  their  city  of  numbers    of 

fugitives  from  Sicily. 

Crystalized  aconitirte  is  of  great  value  in  "essential  neural- 
gia," especially  in  the  facial  and  trigeminal  form.  The  drug  is 
best  taken  in  granules  of  1-250  gr.  each.  An  interval  of  four 
hours  is  to  intervene  between  the  single  doses,  and  the  total 
daily  dose  ought  not  to  exceed  1-64  grain.  in  the  intermittent 
form  the  following  combination  of  aconitine  and  quinine  is  effect- 
ive: quiniae  hydrobrom.,gr.  is:-,;  aconitine,  gr.  1-250.  A  pill  con- 
taining the  above  quanity  is  to  be  taken  every  four  to  five  hours. 
— British  Mi  dical  Jou rnal. 
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-MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL    COLJ.  FGE,- 

SESSIONS  OF  1887-88. 


FACULTY. 

James  E.  Garretson,  A.  M.,  M.  D„  Professor  of  Oral  Sufgerj  and 
Clinical  Surgery. 

Wm  H.  Pancoast,  A.  M.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General,  de- 
scriptive and  surgical  anatosiy  and  clincal  surgery. 

George.  E.  Stubbs,  A.  M.  M.  D.,  professor  of  surgical  pathology. 
Wm.  F.  Waugh,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Abraham  S.  Gerhard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Hygiene  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Wm.  S.  Stewart,  A.M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Clinical  Gynaecology. 

H.  E.  Goodman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

Peter  D.  Keyser,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor    of     Ophthalmology. 

Thomas  C.  Stellwagen,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology. 

Frank  Woodbury,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  and  Clinical  medicine. 

Samuel  B.  Howell,.  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry 

John  V.  Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,   Professor  of    Dermatology. 

Edward  E.  Montgomery,  B.  S.,  M.  D-  Professor  of  didactic  arul 
Clinical  Gynaecology. 

Wm.  B.  Atkineon,  M.  A.,  M.  D,  Professor  of  sanitary  science 
and  Paediatrics. 

AMPLE  CLINICAL  MATERIAL  IN  EVJ3RY  DEPARTMENT 

Daily  dispensary  clinics  are  held  in  all    departments  through* 

out  the  year.  The  dissecting  rooms,  chemical.  and 
pathological  laboratories  are  fitted  with  eve. 

The  preliminary  session  begins  September  12,  The  reg- 
ular                                             tober  3, 18'.''r.     T1  ssion 

. 


Secretarys  Office,  Aberdeen,  Dak.,  June  26 '8' 


Fa 

Fa 

Fo 

Rev. 


Dear  Doctor: — At  the  recent  annual  meeting-  of  this  societ 
the  secretary  was  instructed,  by  resolution,  to  call  your  attentic 
to  the  publication  of  the  Dakota  Medical  Brief,  and,  if  upon  e: 
animation  it  meets  your  approval  to  invite  your  assistance  an 
your  subscription  for  its  support  and  improvement. 

The  jBrief'iS  now  in  its  second  year,  it  is  the  only  publicatn 
of  medical  literature  in  the  Territory.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  mei 
whose  well  known  energy  an(l  professional  ability  leave  no  rooi 
to  doubt  that  it  will  prove  alike  satisfactory  to  the  progressivt 
physicians  of  Dakota,  and  a  creditable  exponent  of  the  honor  am 
ability  of  the  Medical  Profession  in  tin's  territory,  which  we  take 
pride  in  assuring  you,  is  proven  to  be  of  no  mean  rank. 

It  is  the  official  organ  of  this  society,     publishing    all    its  pre 
ceedings,  and  all  notices;  it  will  be  glad  to  publish  the   proceed- 
ings of  local  societies  when    ever    furnished    with    them;    it    wil 
publish  transactions  and  items  of  news  from  the  Territorial  Boan 
of  Health.     In  editorial  and  selected  reading  matter,   it    aims 
give  something  practical  and  satisfactory. 

Its  object  is  to  establish  a  medical  journal  ix  Dakota,  oih 
that  will  be  an  honor  to  the  profession  in  Dakota,  and  one  whicl 
the  profession  in  Dakota  will  feel  in  duty  bound  to  maintain. 

It  desires  articles,  ite  ns  and  notices,  from  all  sources  that  will 
be  of  interest  or  information  to  physicians  in  the  territory    espe( 
ially,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  physician  who  receives    this    ai 
nouncement  will  consider  himself  especially  invited  to  contribut 
to  its  pages,  and  to  subscribe  for  its  support. 

Subscription  price  only  $1  per  year,  payable  in  advance. 

Communications  may  be  addressed  to  Drs.  Andros   and  Sev( 
Publishers,  Mitchell,  Dak. 

Yours  Fraternally,  H.  E.  McNutt, 

Secretary  Dakota  Medical  Society 

[Approved.]     D.  Frank  Etter,  President. 
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ANTISEPTIC   SURGERY    AND    THE    GENERAL 
PRACTITIONER. 


[Read  Before  the  Dakota  Medical  Society  b.rO  S.lPine,  M.  D.,  Aberdeen,  Dak. J 


There  seems  to  be  an  idea  with  a  large  number  of  practitioners 
of  our  country  towns  that  the  principles  of  antiseptic  dressing  in 
surgical  cases,  as  taught  by  Lister  and  advocated  now  through- 
out the  world,  are  only  to  be  practiced  in  hospitals  and  larger 
cities;  that  the  subject  is  so  intricate  and  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  aseptic  measures  so  complex  as  to  render  it  useless  for 
any  but  those  who  have  a  large  number  of  cases  constantly  on 
hand  to  attempt  their  use. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  give  iu  a  brief  manner  a  few 
general  suggestions  that  will  enable  every  physician  in  practice 
to  so  arm  himself  as  to  meet  his  wants  in  this  respect  in  any  case 
which  will  likely  arise,  and  at  a  minimum  cost. 

The  germicides  now  most  generally  used  are  corrosive  subli- 
mate solutions,  carbolic  acid  and  iodoform.  A  convenient  for- 
mula for  the  sublimate  solution  to  keep  on  hand  for  use  is  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Hydrarg  bichlor,  \  ounce;  glycerine  and  water,  8  ounces;  so- 
dium chloride,  1  dram. 

Ateaspoonful  of  the  above  solution  to  a  quart  of  water  makes 
a  1-2J0OO  solution.     With  a  supply  of    the    above    together   with 
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an  ordinary  fountain  syringe,  complete  irrigation  can  be  given 
in  all  cases.  The  syringe  should  be  washed  out  after  using  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  rubber.  Instruments  should  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  immersed  in  a  5  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid, 
or  one  part  of  acid  in  twenty  ot  water. 

Antiseptic  sublimate  gauze  is  cheaply  made  in  the  following 
manner: 

Take  ordinary  cheesecloth  and  boil  two  hours  in  water;  rinse 
and  soak  for  four  hours  in  Labarac's  solution  diluted  with  water 
eight  times,  after  which  submerge  in  sublimate  solution,  J  grain 
to  the  ounce,  then  dry.  When  used  as  a  dressing  wring  it  out 
in  1-2000  or  1-3000  sublimate  solution. 

The  absorbent  cotton,  borated,  can  be  made  by  boiling  cotton 
with  a  teacupful  of  sal-soda    in     a     pail     of     water,     two     hours. 

Bleach  in  Larbarac's  solution  as  above  stated,  after  which 
soak  in  a  solution  of  boraoic  acid  fifteen  grains  to  the  ounce,  and 
dry.  These  with  some  rubber  protective  and  idoform  are  all 
that  are  needed  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  aseptic  surgery. 

The  antiseptic  principle  is  well  illustrated  in  a  case  of  simple 
fracture,  where  the  unbroken  skin  forms  an  impervious  covering 
to  the  contused  and  iaceraied  wound  beneath,  when  nature 
takes  rare  of  the  extra  visated  blood  and  the  products  of  in- 
flammation, allowing  the  healing  process  to  go  on  to  sure  recovery. 
It  was  formerly  supposed  that  the  oxygen  of  the  air  produced  de- 
composition in  cases  of  incised,  contused  and  lacerated  wounds 
communicating  with  the  surface,  but  it  is  now  conceded  as  a 
settled  and  established  fact  that  it  is  the  dust  and  germs  con- 
stantly floating  in  the  air  which  causes  fermentation  and  septic 
energy;  hence  two  objects  are  to  be  attained  in  dealing  with  all 
cases  of  operative  and  traumatic  wounds: 

First,  thoroughly  cleansing  the  parts  to  render  them  aseptic  by 
direct  irrigation  with  a  germicide  solution. 

Second,  to  apply  the  dressings  in  such  a  manner  as  to  continue 
to    protect   against  the  germs  of  infection. 

In  following  out  this  plan  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  hands  of  the  operator  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
dipped  in  either  carbolic  acid  or  bichloride  solution,  for  as  a  "lit: 
tle  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,'1  so  the  failure  to  exclude 
all  the  septic  germs  will  render  uesless,  endeavors  in  that  direction. 
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Some  chromacised  cat  gut  as  prepared  by  dealers,  or  violin 
strings  immersed  in  oil  of  juniper  berries,  is  equally  good  as 
aseptic  legatures.  If  the  Chinese  twisted  silk  or  the  black  iron 
dyed  silk  be  preferred,  it  should  be  soaked  in  a  five  per  cent  solu- 
tion of  carbolic   acid  before  using-. 

I  prefer  the  cat-gut  aseptic  ligatures  for  nearly  all  cases  of  mi- 
nor surgery,  as  they  are  readily  al  soil  edsi  d  produce  no  irrita- 
tion by  their  presence  in  the  surrounding  tissues. 

The  dangers  arising  from  cellulitis  after  contused  cr  lacerated 
wounds  of  the  seal])  are  almost  nil,  if  the  parts  are  thoroughly 
cleansed  of  all  foreign  substance.-,  the  hair  shaved  closely  for  a 
considerable  distance  ire  m  tl  e  circumference  of  the  injury 
dressed  with  several  layers  of  iodoform  or  sublimate  gauze 
over  which  a  piece  of  rubber  protective  is  placed,  using  over 
all  either  the  sublimate  gau/.e  or  absorbant  cotton  and  roller 
bandage.  If  the  wet  bublimat<  gauze  is  placed  in  contact  with 
the  wound  it  should  be  a  solution  1-3000  or  1-4(100.  as  in  persons 
of  delicate  skins  stronger  solution  might  produce  irritation. 

Scalj)  wounds  can  be  sutured  in  most  cases  without  danger, 
b  :  should  be  carefullv  watched,  for  if  the  wound  is  not  entirely 
aseptic  it  were  better  left  open  ami  tie  operation  of  thorough  ir- 
rigafcion  with  a  1-1000  or  1-200©  sublimate  solution  repeated. 

After  our  former  experiences  with  scalp  injuries  and  the  com- 
mon occurrence  of  cellular  inflammation,  it  surprises  us  to  observe 
how  kindly  they  heal  with  these  precautions. 

Acute  inflammation  of  the  deeper  structures  of  the  hand,  pro- 
ducing what  is  commonly  known  as  "frog  felon"  should  be  early 
and  thorouo-hly  incised.  They  occur  generally  in  robust  healthy 
persons  as  the  result  of  some  slight  injury,  a  bruised  callous 
for  instance,  and  if  the  disease  be  not  checked  suppuration  will 
ensue  in  the  sheath  of  the  tendons  and  spread  under  the  annular 
ligaments  to  the  muscles  of  the  forearm.  The  tendons  will 
slough  or  become  contracted,  producing  a  permanent  deformity. 
The  patient  should  be  placed  under  an  anaesthetic  and  from  one 
to  three  incisions  made  deep  through  the  palmer  fascia  over  the 
metacarpal  bones  from  two  to  three  inches  in  length,  the  parts 
thoroughly  irrigated  with  sublimate  solution  and  a  wet  sublimate 
gauze  dressing  applied  over  which  some  rubber  protective  on 
this  iodoform  gauze  and  a  roller  bandage.      If  the    pain     subsides 
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and  the  patient  is  comfortable  the  dressnig  need  not  be  disturbed 
until  the  third  day.  If  you  wish  to  prevent  a  most  painful  and 
long  continued  inflammation  with  serious  and  permanent  deformi- 
ty of  the  hand  as  would  result  by  non-interference  you  will  be 
thorough  in  carrying  out  this  ganeral  plan  of  treatment. 

How  far  surgeons  can  credit  the  use  of  germicides,  per  se,  for 
the  good  results  obtained  during  the  past  ten  years  in  operation 
and  the  subsequent  management  of  cases  in  which  they  have  been 
a  constant  factor  remains  to  be  further  proven.  Sir  James  Pa- 
get has  very  recently  stated  that  he  is  inclined  to  the  belief  that 
antiseptic    surgery    will   eventually    mean    surgical    cleanliness. 

One  thing  is  certainly  established  and  insisted  upon  by  all 
surgical  authorities  that  cleanliness  of  the  hands  of  the  operator 
and  assistants  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  that  he  who  would 
undertake  any  serious  or  even  minor  operation,  or  examine  a 
traumatic  wound  with  unclean  hands  or  instruments  subjects  the 
life  of  the  patient  to  needless  and  unwarranted  danger,  and  not- 
withstanding the  doubt  thrown  upon  the  efficiency  of  germicides 
from  an  occasional  high  source  I  think  the  result  of  experience 
as  demonstrated  by  the  decreased  mortality  attending  operations 
upon  the  abdomen  and  other  vital  parts  of   the     body     prove    the 

necessity  of  their  thorough  application. 

*♦* 

VESCJCULAR  OR  HYDATIDIFORM MOLE. 


BY  HENRY  OGDEX,  M.  D.,  WOONSOCKET,  DAK. 


A  mole  or  a  false  conception  is  a  blighted  ovum  attaching  it- 
self to  the  uterine  membrane.  The  embryo  early  perishes  and 
passes  off  while  the  placental  or  maternal  parts  remain  weeks 
and  sometimes  months  developing  slowly  in  size  and  solidity. 

There  are  three  varieties  of  mole: 

The  fleshy  mole,  the  fatty  mole  and  the  vescicular  or  hydatidi- 
form  mole. 

The  fleshy  mole  may  result  from  a  partial  attachment  and  so 
seperate  it  from  the  decidua  as  to  cut  off  the  proper  nutrition  or 
absorbtion.  They  are  hollow  or  solid,  the  latter  generally 
much  larger  than  the  hollow  ones  and  of  a  more  irregular  form. 
The       texture  is         dense       in     some    parts     and     spongy        in 
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others.  They  occasionally  contain  a  limb  or  some  portion  of  the 
fcetus. 

The  fatty  mole  is  softer  and  will  show  the  fatty  cells.  It  is 
said  that  syphilis  is  apt  to  produce  the  death  of  the  ovum  and  the 
fatty  mole  is  the  result. 

The  vesicular  mole  is  only  found  in  the  villi  of  the  chorion. 
There  are  innumerable  sacks  or  pyriform  hydatids  of  size 
varying  from  a  pin  head  to  a  large  grape  each  containing  a  gel- 
atinous fluid  which  runs  like  water  when  the  sack  is  punctured 
or  broken,  leaving  only  a  thread  of  white  fibrous  tissue.  There 
is  a  scanty  supply  of  blood  vessels  throughout  the  entire  mass  but 
enough  to  give  a  bloody  watery  discharge. 

The  patient  will  present  many  of  the  symptoms  of  dropsy  and 
her  health  is  otherwise  impaired  and  sometimes  pregnancy  is  ccn 
sidered  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

I  will  mention  the  case  of  Mrs.  L.,  aged  43  >ears.  Had  given 
birth  to  seven  children,  the  first  baby  at  the  age  of  19  years,  and 
seventh  at  the  age  of  38  years.  All  were  full  term  and  easy 
births;  no  miscarriages. 

For  the  last  eight  or  nine  yei.rs  she  has  been  failing  in  health 
and  says  she  has  been  called  a  consumptive.  About  six  months 
ago  she  became  bloated  and  supposed  she  was  suffering  from 
dropsy,  having  had  many  symptoms  of  ascites.  Her  husband 
consulted  me  in  regard  to  her  condition  as  she  could  not  come  in, 
living  several  miles  in  the  country.  I  advised  him  to  adopt 
a  dry  diet  and  keep  her  bowels  freely  open.  I  saw  him  in  about 
a  week  and  he  said  she  was  some  better  and  he  would  bring-  her  to 
town  in  a  few  days.  But  on  March  26th  a  few  days  later  I  was 
summoned  at  about  4  o'clock;  a.  m.,  the  messenger  stating  that 
she  was  bleeding  very  badly.  Upon  my  arrival  I  saw  a  pool  of 
blood  under  the  bed  and  running  across  the  floor.  I  hastened  to 
the  pulse  and  was  surprised  to  find  it  quite  full  and  at  about  90- 
The  patient  was  somewhat  weak  and  frightened  but  was  fully 
able  to  tell  me  all  about  it.  She  said  she  began  to  flow  about 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning  or  about  four  hours  before  I  reached 
there  and  that  she  had  pains  just  like  labor  pains  and  after  a  short 
time  something  came  partly  away  from  her  and  she  pulled  a 
mass  away  and  had  not  dared  to  move  since  as  she  thought  it 
would  cause  hasmorrage. 
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I  gave  her^  drachm  fl.  ext.  of  ergot  and  found  the  mass  partial- 
ly under  her  and  withdrew  it.  At  first  sight  I  was  a  little  puz- 
zled to  make  a  diagnosis  but  after  I  had  broken  some  of  the  hy- 
datids and  also  finding  the  bedding  saturated  with  only  slightly 
colored  fluid  I  decided  that  it  was  a  vesicular  mole. 

The  texture  was  spongy  and  intermixed  with  blood  clots 
The  water  was  mostly  out  of  it  but  I  could  easly  find  strings  or 
clusters  of  sacks  very  closely  resembling  grapes. 

I  inserted  two  fingers  well  into  the  womb  and  broke  down 
and  pulled  away  what  was  readily  reached  and  as  there  was  no 
haemorrhage  and  the  patient  was  weak,  I  left  her  to  res^  enjoining 
perfect  quiet  until  evening.  I  then  succeeded  in  removing 
some  more  of  the  mole,  and  gave  her  twenty  drops  of  ergot  every 
three  hours  unless  there  should  be  haemorrhage,  then  they  were  to 
increase  the  dose  and  frequency  to  thirty  drops  every  hour.  Next 
dav  1  found  the  patient  feeling  a  little  better:  she  said  she  had 
passed  some  more  pieces  and  bloody  water.  I  tried  to  empty 
the  womb  entriely  but  found  that  I  could  not  reach  the  entire 
surface  of  the  fungus  and  also  found  that  the  condition  of  the 
heart  and  lane-  were  such  as  notto  warrant  the  administration  of 
an  anaBsthetic.  In  a  few  days  I  saw  the  patient  and  she  had  been 
up  about  the  house;  said  she  had  passed  some  very  small  pieces 
and  that  there  was  a  slight  sanguineous  discharge  every  day. 
Hoping  that  with  the  use  of  ergot  and  tonics  I  may  rid  her  of  the 
deu-eneratino-  tissue  attached  to  the  inner  membrane  of  the 
uterus,  I  have  done  nothing  more  and  await  reports  from  them. 
I  gave  the  husband  an  unfavorable  prognosis  on  account  of  her 
failing  health    and  the  possibility  of  recurrence. 

I  would  like  to  mention  a  case  of  fleshy  mole  occuring  in 
my  practice  a  few  months  ago.  It  was  a  hollow  oblong  f! 
mole.  Mrs.  F..  ao-ed  about  22  years;  married  only  about  six 
or  eight  months.  Was  pregnant  as  she  supposed  about  two 
months,  she  had  been  usually  well  until  suddenly  she  began  to 
suffer  o-reat  pains  in  the  womb  and  there  was  a  flow  of  blood  but 
not  o-reat  in  amount.  When  1  first  saw  her  she  was  almost 
shriekino-  with  pain  and  would  alter  a  few  minutes  get  easier. 
A  digital  examination  revealed  an  enlarged  womb  with  little  or 
no  dilatation  and  intensely  hard  with  the  contractions.  I  diag- 
nosed an  abortion  with  perhaps  a  retained  placenta.      As  she    was 
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suffering  so  much  pain  I  prescribed  for  her  15  drops  of  tr.  opii 
with  about  3  tr.  belladonna  given  every  hour  until  she  was  easy, 
and  advised  perfect  quiet  during  the  night.  The  next  morning 
found  the  patient  up  in  bed  saying  she  was  all  right  and  had  no 
pain  now,  also  that  she  had  passed  some  clots  in  the  night  and  had 
kept  them  to  show  me.  In  these  clots  I  found  the  mole  about 
three  inches  long  and  one  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter.  The 
main  body  of  it  was  smooth  but  the  maternal  attaching  surface 
very  irregular  and  softer.  As  below  mentioned  it  was  hollow 
with  an  opening  at  the  point  where  the  cord  would  naturally  be 
attached  to  the  placenta.  The  inner  surface  was  very  smooth 
and  of  a  dark  bluish  purple  color.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  opi- 
ate relaxed  the  continuous  contractions  of  the  uterus  and  permitted 
the  escape  of  the  already  detached  mass.      Patient   made  a    rapid 

recovery  and  has  been  quite  well  since. 

♦-•-* 

VASELINE  IN  THE  HYPODERMIC  INJECTION 
OF  ANTISEPTICS. 


Meunier,  of  Lyons,  considers  vaseline  as  diffusing  itself  very 
rapidly  through  all  the  tissues  of  the  body ;  its  diffusibility  varies 
inversely  with  its  consistence,  which  may  be  that  of  a  perfect 
liquid  or  that  of  wax;  it  preserves  its  diffussibility  when  holding 
in  solution  a  microbicide.  Antiseptics  dissolved  in  vaseline, 
when  injected  beneath  the  skin  or  applied  upon  a  wound  or  a  mu- 
cous surface,  are  diffused  without  exciting  pain  or  reaction,  pro- 
vided that  the  substances  used  be  pure  and  in  doses  which  can 
be  tolerated;  the  dose  and  consistence  of  the  dissolvent  must  be 
varied  according  to  the  organ  treated. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  as  follows:  Among  the  antisep- 
tics used  in  these  experiments  upon  animals  were  carbon  bisul- 
phide, carbolic  acid,  camphor,  iodoform,  thymol,  essence  of  cubebs, 
oil  of  santal,  copaiba,  oil  of  cinnamon,  turpentine,  thyme,  euca- 
lyptus, mint,  kousso,  and  most  of  the  vegetable  alkaloids.  After 
these  solutions  had  been  tried  successfully  upon  animals,  they 
were  employed  upon  men.  These  were  the  formulae: 
Eucalyptol  (pure),  5  parts; 
Chemically  pure  vaseline,  20  parts  by  weight. 

Tne  injections  are  made  upon  the  outer  side  of  the  thigh.  The 
dose  tolerated  varied  from  16  minims  to  3|  drachms  and  more  daily. 
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veil 


iMirih;   ilol  (pure). ... ..  ......  .75  minims; 

Iodoform 

pure), •  Irachms; 

ited  is  the    ante  is   h  >r  I  be  ,  \  ture. 

i  sulphide, L5  minims; 

ine   |   ire"),  ....  .  -k,  drachms. 

x.1  ure,  1  o  to  30  minima     -  'an     be 

daily,  provided  small  doses  are  used. 

Turpi   i  ed  after  the  manner  oi  Berthelot),  1 

Vaseiine  (pure),  5  drachms. 

Prom  15  minims  to  l\  drachms  may  be  given  daily. 
11  :  importance  that  these  substances  should     be 

chemically  pure,  and  that  they  be  given  with  the  greatest  accur- 
acy in  measuring  the  doses.  All  impure  vaselines  turn  black  in 
contact  with  sulphuric  acid.  Most  samples  of  commercial  vase- 
line givve  "the  following  reaction:  When  saturated  with  the 
puresl  olic  acid  and  slowly  heated,  it    becomes    rose    colored 

deposits  a  violet  precipitate.  The  intensity  of  the  violet  color 
of  the  precipitate  increases  on  the  addition  of  alcohol;  and  the 
color  which  is  probably  aniline  in  its  nature,  indicates  the  presence 
of  nitrogenous  impurities  which  are  dangerous;  the  abundance  of 
the  precipitate  is  in  proportion  to  thjs  amount  of  impurity  pre 
In  every  test  made  pure  vaseline  did  not  give  these  reactions, 
and  also  gave  no  pain  or  reaction  when  injected  into  animals* 
Among  antiseptics  the  essences  are  nearly  all  impure.  For 
example,  commercial  essence  of  eucalyptus  has  a  strong  odor, 
an  acrid  taste,  an  acid  reaction,  and  boils  at  80c;  its  active  prin- 
ciple, eucalyptol.  which  boils  at  J  7 T>  °  (Cloez),  forms  only  a  third 
or  a  half  of  the  commercial  article.  The  same  is  true  of  turpen- 
tine and  its  essential  element,  and  of  other  substances  mentioned. 
Almost  all  essences  contain  resins  which  should  not  be  intro- 
du<  I       conomy.      When  these  articles     are     mixed    with 

pure  ini    these  resins  are  precipitated,  and  may  be  seperated 

b\  filtration.  Pure  eucalyptol  is  not  precipitated  by  vaseline. 
To  i :,    ,  >r  injection,  these  antiseptics  should    be    thoroughly 

shake  |  dine,    allowed   to    stand,    and     filtered 

thr<  ug  •  '■"v  papers. 

Experiments  up<  lIs  withthes     solut vere     made    in 

stulous,  fungous,  tuber- 
lb.  an  '  tonsurans,  alopecia,     pso- 

riasis, eczema,  acne,  and  venereal  lesions;    albugo,  granular  eye- 
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lids,  glaucoma,  puerperal  fever.  Animals  were  also  treated  for 
anthrax,  scab,  farcy,  and  tuberculosis,  general  and  local.  In  all 
the  trials  made  albumiuuria  was  never  produced,  even  when  a 
temperature  of  104°  F.  was  reached  and  large  doses  were  given. 

Among  many  interesting  and  important  observations  made  was 
the  injection  into  the  lung  of  a  horse  of  5  drachms  of  a  solution 
of  eucalpytol,  5  drachms  of  a  solution  of  bisulphide  of  carbon, 
without  unfavorable  reaction;  10  drops  of  a  eucalyptol  solution 
was*  injected  into  the  eye  and  windpipe  of  a  rabbit;  15  drops  in 
the  eye  of  a  sheep;  J  ounce  under  the  skin  of  a  horse.  Pure  vase- 
line was  injected  in  the  following  heroic  doses  under  the  skin  of 
a  horse  weighing  eight  hundred  pounds: 

First  injection,  5^  ounces. 

Second  injection,  14  ounces  four  hours  after  the  first. 

Third  injection,  9  ounces  ten  hours  after  the  second. 

In  all,  one  kilogramme  (about  two  and  one-fifth  pounds)  in 
t went- four  hours. 

The  whole  was  well  borne  by  the  animal;  more  could  have 
been  tolerated;  the  best  point  of  injection  was  at  the  animals  side; 
diffusion  was  instantaneous  when  the  points  of  injection  was  rub- 
bed with  the  hand. 

Regarding  the  use  of  impure  vaseline,  a  case  is  cited  in  which 
the  injection  of  9  minims  of  impure  vaseline,  injected  into  the 
arm  resulted  in  phlegmon  and  formation  of  a  pint  of  pus.  These 
solutions  are  also  appropriate  for  the  making  of"  antiseptic  dress- 
ings and  the  surgeon  can  thus  make  for  each  case  the  appropri- 
ate dressing,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  indicate. — Bulletin 
General  de  Therapeutique,  January  15,  1887. —  Therapeutic 
Gazette,  April  15,  1887. 

*♦* 

Haymen  found  that  the  appearance  of  a  single  case  of  green 
diarrhea  in  the  children's  hospital,  would  be  followed  by  a  gen- 
eral attack.  So,  also,  when  the  diarrehea  had  been  checked  by 
lactic  acid,  it  would  reappear,  unless  the  soiled  diapers  were 
placed  at  once  in  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  1  to  1000. 
He  believes  this  diarrhea  with  green  stools  to  depend  upon  the 
presence  of  a  microbe,  and  that  the  malady  is  contagious.  — Med- 
ical World. 
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This  NiTmbek  closes  volume  I.  Hereafter  '  Bri  k  will  be 
enlarged  and  ■      and  will  contain    a    miich    larger 

amount  of  reaching   im  | 

This  cha  ige  h  i  •  be  ••■••  le  imperatively  i  :count    of 

increased  professional  business  and  the  impaired  health  of  the 
senior  editor. 

We  trust  the  ill  1  tisfact  our   subscribers   as 

i  xtra  time  allowed  for  each  number  will  have  a  tendency  to 
errors  as  might  arise  from  a  tog  hurried  preparation 
of  the  matter 


Tin:  Main  "Points  in  the  new  health  law  of  Dakota  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows: 

That  portion  authorizing  the  formation  of  county  boards  of 
health  is  repealed,  and  the  work  is  thrown  upon  the  territorial 
board,  the  superintendent  of  which  has  the  power  to  revoke  li- 
censes and  to  determine  which  colleges  are  and  which  are  not 
"reputable,"  which  word  is  inserted  before  the  word  college  in 
§  14  of  the  act  of  1885,  "Establishing  County  Boards  of  Health." 

Now  it  appears  to  us  that  the  act  establishing  county  boards 
of  health  was  the  most  important  feature  of  the  old  law;  under  it 
the  laws  regulating  the  management  of  contagious  diseases  of 
persons  and  animals  were  more  easily  and  promptly  enforced  than 
under  the  exig  t.      We  will  consider,  for  instance,    the  case 

of  theglandered  horses  recently  destroyed  in  Hutchinson  county: 
The  Territorial  Veteirnarian  was  summoned  and  beside  the  neces- 
sary expense  incurred,  a  considerable  time  elapsed  before  meas 
ures  were  finally  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  contagion. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  more  stringent  law  will  be  passed  for 
the  suppression  of  quackery;  at  the  present  time  Dakota  is  the 
home  of  charlatanism.      Mind  and  faith  healers  and  itinerants  are 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  DAKOTA 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE  I.-NAME. 
This  organization  shall  be  known  as  ihe  Dakota  Medical  society. 

ARTICLE  II.— OBJECTS. 
The  objects  of  this  society  shall  be:    The  advancement  of  the  medical  and    col- 
lateral sciences  and  to  assist  in  acquiring-  a  knowledge  of  the  same;  the  elevation 
of  professional  character;  the  protection  of  the  professional  interests  of  its  m  em- 
bers and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of    the  suffering,  the 
improvement  of  the  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 
ARTICLE  III.-MEMBERSHIP. 
Sec.  1.  This  society  shall  consist  of  delegates,  permanent  members  and  honorary 
members. 
S<-c.  2.    Delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from   the  County  or  othe.- 

j_ n*\.n-*  lonnl     cnniptr_     whOSf' 


now  rampant  all  over  the  territory  and  are  as  legitimate  prac- 
titioners as  any  of  the  graduates  of  the  highest  medical  schools, 
and  as  the  sovereign  people  are  so  fond  of  being  humbugged 
their  number  is  now  Legion.  In  Illinois  a  law  has  recently  been 
passed  to  meet  the  emergency.  Such  a  law  should  be  on  our 
own  statute  books  and  we  trust  that  the  committee  appointed  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  territorial  society  will  urge  it  upon  our 
next  legislature. 


Permanent  removal  from  the  Territory,  or  miu-yaj  m 
ceeding  years  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  membership. 

Sec.  5.  The  Society  shall  elect  honorary  members  at  any  annual  meeting  by  a 
vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present.  The  number  so  elected  shall  not 
exceed  six  in  any  one  year. 

Sec.  6  Honorary  members,  invited  guests  and  delegates,  as  such,  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  a  seat  at  the  meetings,  of  presenting  papers,  and  of  taking  part  in 
the  discussions,  but  shall  not  have  the  right  to  vote  on  any  question,  nor  be  el- 
igible to  any  office. 

ARTICLE  IV. -ADMISSION. 

Any  regular  physician,  by  applying  in  person  and  furnishing  to  the  Board  of 
Censors  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  graduated  at  some  regularly  authorized 
medical  college  in  good  standing,  together  with*  the  written  recommendation  of 
two  members,  certifying  to  moral  and  professional  character,  and  the  payment 
of  the  initiation  fee,  may,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors  and 
a  vote  of  the  Society,  be  admitted  as  a  permanent  member,  provided  however, 
that  a  second  application  for  membership  from  any  person,  shall  not  be  received 
during  the  same  year  in  which  his  previous  application  was  rejected. 
ARTICLE  V.  -MEETINGS  AND  QUORUM  . 

Sec.  1.    The  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  annual,  on  the  third  Thursday    of 
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either  May  or  June,  at  such  places  as  the  Society  may  appoint.  Special  meeting? 
may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  President,  and  shall  be  so  called  by  him  on  the 
written  request  of  ten  members.  Due  notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  given  by  the 
Secretary,  and,  in  case  of  a  special  meeting,  the  object  for  calling  such  meeting 
shall    be  distinctly  set  forth  in  the  notice. 

Sec.  2.  Five  permanent  members  shall  constitue  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business, 

ARTICLE  VI,— OFFICERS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

Seel.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  president,  two  vice-presidents- 
secretary,  treasurer  and  board  of  censors,  who  shall  also  be  known  as  the  board 
of  trustees.  »• 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  the  presidents  and  vice-presidents 
by  ballott,  the  other  offlcees  as  the  Society  may  direct  at  each  meeting;  shall  en- 
ter upon  their  duties  at  the  close  of  each  meeting  at  which  they  are  elected,  and 
shall  serve  one  year,  or  untill  their  successors  are  elected. 

ARTICLE  V1I.-DUT1ES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve  order  and  de- 
corum in  debate,  give  a  casting  vote  when  necessary,  appoint  committees  and  so- 
ciety delegates  not  otherwise  provided  for,  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  by  ap- 
pointment and  shall,  during  the  session  subseqent  to  his  election,  deliver,  or,  if 
absent,  furnish  to  be  read  before  the  society,  an  address  on  some  suitable  subject. 
In  case  of  default  in  delivering  or  furnishing  such  an  address  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  society  the  sum  of  Ten  Dollars. 

Sec.  2,  The  Vice-Presidents  in  the  order  of  their  election,  shall  act  as  president 
and,  except  in  the  matter  of   the   address,  perform  all  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society;  keep 
a  record  of  its  proceeding,  conduct  its  business  correspondence,  notify  memberss 
of  committe<  s  and  society  delegates  of  their  appointment;  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  Publication  and  have  charge  of  the  manuscript  and  printed 
books  and  all  other  property  belonging  to  the  Society  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

Sec,  4.  The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  aid  the  Secretary  in  his  duties,  and  serve 
as  a  member  otthe  committee  of  Arrangements. 

Sec.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  annual  dues  and  receive  all  moneys  be- 
longing to  the  Society,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  on  vouchers  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  stating  the  amount  and  for  what  purpose  paid  He  shall 
keep  a  correct  acccount  of  all  debits  and  credits  in  a  book  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  furnish  an  annual  report,  or  oftener  if  requested  by  the  Society,  stating 
the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  present  his  books  for  inspection  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  and  deliver  promptly  to  his  successor  all  property  in  his 
charge  belonging  to  the  Society .  He  shall  furnish  a  bond  to  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Censors  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

£*ec.  6.  The  Board  of  Censors,  also  known  as  the  board  of  trustees,  shall  consist 
of  three  members,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  three  yeare,  one  member  to  be 
elected  each  year:  Provided,  that  at  the  first  election  three  members  shall  be 
elected,  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  They  shall' 
receive  and  act  upon  all  applications  for  membership;  shall  consider  and  report  to 
the  Society  for  final  action,  all  questions  of  Ethics,  and  all  cases  for  the  disipline 
of  members.  They  shall  be  the  business  committee  of  the  Society,  and  shall  have 
general  supervision  of  the  alfairs  of  the  Society  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
ARTICLE  VIIL— FINANCES. 

This  Society  shall  have  power  to  obtain  funds  by  an  equal  assessment  of  its 
members  by  vountary  contributions,  the  sale  and  disposal  of  its  publications  and 
of  works  for  publication,  initiation  fees  and  annual  dues  as  provided  for  in  the 
Bylaws. 

ARTICLE  IX,— COMMITTEES. 

The  committees  of  this  Society  shall  be  standing   and  Special.     The   standing 
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committees  shall  be:  Committee  of  Arrangements,  Committee  on  Finance,  Com- 
mittee on  Publicaion  and  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation.  They  shall  each  con 
sist  of  three  members,  and  shall,  unless  otherwise  specified,  be  appointed  by  th  e 
President  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  society.  Special  committees  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  as  the  necessity  for  their  existence  arises. 

ARTICLE  X— STANDING  COMMITTEES  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

Seel.  The  Committee  on  Arrangements  shall  be  composed  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  and,  if  practicable,  two  members  at  the  place  where  the  next  annual 
meeting  is  to  be  held.  It  shall  provide  suitable  rooms  and  accommodations  for 
ttie  meeting,  and  in  all  matters  not  otherwise  provided  for  superintend  and  pro- 
tect the  general  interests  of  the  Society. 

fee.  2.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  superintend  the  monentary  affairs  of 
the  Society,  inspect  and  audit  bills  aud  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  levy  all  assess- 
ment by  a  pro  rata  tax  upon  the  permanent  members  when  necessary  and  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  may  devolve  upon  it. 

Sec.  3.  The  Committee  on  Publication  shall  consist  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer 
and  President,  who  sball  have  charge  of  all  matters  intended  for  the  press,  and 
superintend  their  publication. 

Sec.  4.    The  Commitee  on  Legislation  shall  watch  the  course  of  state  Legislation 
on  medical  subjects  and  takfi  charge  of  such  matters  as  shall  be  referred  to    it  by 
the  Society.    It  shall  also,  at  each  annual  meeting,  report  to  the  society  any  laws 
relating  to  medical  matters  that  may  have  been  passed  during  the  year. 
ARTICLE  XI. -ETHICS. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association  is  adopted  by  this 
Society  as  a  part  of  its  regulations. 

ARTICLE  XII— AMENDMENTS. 

.-ec.  1.  (j  This  society  shall  have  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  its  constitution,  and 
to  make  and' amend  its  own  by-laws. 

Sec.  2.  ^o  amendment  shall  be  made  to  this  Constitution  except  at  an  annual 
meeting  and  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been  submitted  in  writing  at  the 
preceding  regular  meeting  of  this  Society .  For  such  action  eight  members  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  and  an  affirmative  vote  of  not  less  than  five  shall  be  necessary 
for  its  adoption;; 


BY-LAWS,  Adopted  1886. 
ARTICLE.  I. 
In  the  discussion  and  diposition  of  all  business  coming  before  this    Society  par- 
liamentary rules  of  debate  shall  be  observed,  and  Cushing's  Manual  shall  be  the 
guide. 

ARTICLE  II. -ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
The  order  of  business  at  the  annual  meetings,  unless   changed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  present,  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Call  to  order  by  the  President. 

2.  Admission  of  new  members. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Arrrangements. 

4.  Annual  reports  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

5.  Annual  report  of  Standing  Committees. 

6.  Reports  from  Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association  and  other  societies 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 

8.  Reports  of  sections,  regular  papers,  volunteer  papers,  reports. 

9.  Unfinished  business. 

10.  Calling  the  roll. 

11.  President's  adress. 

12  Election  of  officers. 

13  Appointment  of  Committees. 
H     Adjournment. 
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ARTICLE  III— DISCIPLINE. 

Sec,  1.  Any  member  shall  be  liable  to  censure,  suspension  or  expulsion  for 
willful  neglect  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  Society,  for  any  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  our  code  of  ethics  or  for  any  gross  or  immoral  conduct. 

A  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  be  requisite  to  expend  or 
expel. 

Sec.  2  Should  charges  be  preferred  against  any  member  which  might  lead  to 
his  censure,  suspension  or  expulsion,  such  charges  shall  be  made  in  writing  and 
presented  to  the  Secretary,  and  by  him  to  the  Board  of  Censors  for  their  consider 
ation  and  recommendation  to  the  Society. 

The  Secretary     shall  immediately    give   the    accused  a  written  copj'  of    said 
charges,  and  state  by  whom  preferred.    The  matter  shall  be    considered    by  the 
Society  without  unnecessary  delay, 

Sec.  3.  Any  member  of  this  Society  who,  from  professional  incompetency  or 
other  good  and  sufficient  reason,  shall  be  deemed  unworthy  of  the  fellowship  of 
this  Society,  may  be  deprived  of  his  membership  as  provided  in  sections  one  and 
two  of  this  article: 

Sec.  4.  Any  member  of  this  Society  who  shall  be  absent  himself  from  its  meet- 
ings for  three  successive  years  without  sending  to  the  Society  a  satisfactory  ex- 
cuse, shall  forfeit  his  membership:  but  may  renew  his  standing  by  repayment  of 
the  admission  fee. 

f'ec.  5.  Any  member  failing  for  the  period  of  three  years  to  pay  to  the  Society 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,  annual  du<-s,  shall  forfeit  his  membership  in  the  Society  t 
unless  he  shall  have  removed  from  the  territory,  in  which  case  he  may  remain  an 
honorary  member  thereof  during  such  absence.  He  shall  first  be  notified  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  of  his  account. 

.ARTICLE  IV.— SECTIONS. 

The  president  elect  shall  annualy  appoint  a  chairman  for  each  of  as  many  sec- 
tions and  on  as  many  subjeets  as  may  seem  practicable.       Each    ch&jrman    shall 
have  charge  of  his  respective  department,  and  be  .expected  to  see  that*  papers  on 
subjects  in  his  department  are  furnished  for  the  next  succeeding  annual   meeting. 
ARTICLE  V. -DUES. 

The  annual  dues  of  this  Society  shall  be  one  dollar. 

ARTICLE  VI— AMENDMENT. 

These  By-laws  may  be  altered,  amended  or  suspended  at  any  regular  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present. 


M1SCELLANE0  US. 


Death  from  ether. — In  Philadelphia,  the  other  day,  a  Mr. 
Dill  died  while  ether  was  being  administered  to  him  for  some 
surgical  purpose,  by  Dr.  Agnew.  "accidents  will  happen." — 
no  blame  attaches  to  the  doctors.1" — DaniePs  Texas  Medical 
Journal. 

Pecholier's  method  of  jugulating  typhoid  fever  consists  in  the 
use  of  tepid  baths,  twice  oroftener  each  day;  and  the  administra- 
tion of  quinine,  gr.  x-xv,  and  digitalis  gr.  js,  divided  into  two  or 
three  doses,  and  given  during  each  morning,  at  intervals  of  two 
hours.  Such  other  measures  are  employed  as  each  case  de- 
mands.— Medical  World. 
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The  South  Dakota  Pharmaceutical  Ass<«:i<iti<tn  meets,  at 
Sioux  Flails  Sept.  Oth  and  7th,  1887. 

The  display  of  Pharmaceutical  preparations  will  he  the  finest 
ever  seen  in  Dakota;  notable  among  them  wiil  he  that  of  Parke. 
Davis  k  Co  ,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Excursion  rates  to  California, — Correction.  Concerning  the 
excursion  rates  for  members  of  the  Medical  Congress  and  fami- 
lies from  Niagara  Falls  to  California,  a  mistake  was  made  in  an- 
nouncement last  week.  It  will  he  about  $95,  and  the  sleeping 
car  fare  will  he  about  $17.  From  Washington,  via  New  Or- 
leans, it  will  be  about  $100.  This  is  a  round  trip,  and  permits 
the  excursionists  to  stop  over  a  day  at  Salt  Lake  going  and  re- 
turning, via  New  Orleans  and  through  Kentuck>,  visiting  Mam- 
mouth  Cave,  etc.  Tickets  good  for  six  months.  Journal  of 
American  Medical  Asssociation. 

H.  M.  VanAbman,  T.  P.  A.  S.  P.  Co. 

Wk  are  informed  that  at  the  recent  regular  meeting  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Medical  Society  four  hundred  dollars  were 
contributed  to  the  entertainment  fund  of  the  International  Medi" 
cal  (Congress.-    Medical  Bulletin. 

A  Case  of  quadruplets  is  reported  by  Dr.  Lowry  in  Daniels 
Texas  Medical  Journal.  The  children,  all  girls,  were  born 
prematurely  at  the  sixth  month.  They  all  showed  some  sio-ns  of 
life,  and  one  lived  some  minutes  and  cried  faintly.  Each  child 
was  enclosed  in  a  seperate  membranes  with  seperate  cord  and 
placenta.  The  mother  was  a  German  woman,  thirty-fiv<*  vear^ 
of  age,  married  about  a  year  to  her  second  husband. 

Mad  Dogs  and  hydrophobia. — In  the  Department  of  the  Poire. 
France,  during  1886,  53  persons  were  bitten  by  mad  dogs.  Of 
this  number  1  only  died  of  rahies.  Twenty-six  were  treated 
under  Pasteur's  directions,  and  the  rest  either  received  no  treat- 
ment at  all  or  wer\>  cared  for  by  quacks.  It  was  among  the 
latter  numher  that  the  death  occurred.- — Medical  ]\fa>r<l. 

A  So-called  Coca  wine,  prepared  by  grocers,  should  in  reality 
he  called  cocaine  wine.  It  is  made  with  a  cheap  port,  (seventv 
two  cents  agallon)  and  t<>  this  they  simply  add  the  alkaloid.  An\ 
one  can  prepare  it.  There  is  nothing  scientific  in  its  prepar- 
ation.     Medical  Classics. 
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Among  those  intending  to  visit  Washington  from  this  section 
during  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Congress  are  Drs.  F.  Andros, 
of  Mitchell,  J.  B.  YanYelsor,  of  Yankton,  and  B.  M.  J.  Conlin,  of 
Alexandria. 

The  New  York  Medical  Record  will  have  stenographers  in 
everv  section  at  the  International  Congress,  and  kindly  offers  to 
furnish  medical  Journals  with  reports  free. 

J  f  ever  I  go  to  war, 

I'll  go  in  the  medical  corps, 
And  then  while  they  are  lighting,  and  biting,    and  smiting,  and 

shedding  bad  language  and  gore, 

I'll  turn  from  the  strife  I  abhor, 

Both  sides  of  the  field  I'll  explore, 
Where  the  wounded  are  creeping  and    sleeping,     and     weeping, 

sweet  balm  in  their  hurts  I  will  pour. 
DanieVs  Texas  Medical  Journal:  — Bob  Burdette. 

The  programme  of  the  general  addresses  before  the  congress 
is  understood  to  be  as  follows:  - 

Monday — Address  by  the  President  of  the  Congress,  Dr. 
Davis. 

Tuesday — Drs.  Flint,  of  New  York,  and    Semmola,  of  Naples. 

Wednesday — Drs.  Unna,  of  Germany,  and  Blanford,  of  Eng- 
land. 

Thursday — Drs.  Lutaud,  of  Paris,  and  Xeudorfer,  of  Vienna. 

Friday — Business  meetmg. 

Many  of  the  Presidents  of  Sections  will  open  their  sessions  by 
an  appropriate  address,  and  there  is  likely  to  be  an  embarras  de 
richesse,  as  the  worthy  papers  are  apparently  in  excess  of  the 
time  allotted  the  sessions  for  their  reading  and  discussion. 

Committees  of  Reception  for  foreign  delegates  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore. — 
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the  times  — Medical  Record. 
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timonials from  the  most  celebrated  physicians   in  this    country,   Germany 
and  France.     Write  to  us  for  them, 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILER, 

Comer  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  i'ai  inaceous  Food  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredi- 
ents whatsoever      I'  has  been  subjected    to    a   peculiar    process  of  baking, 
making  it  more  easily  digestanlc,  much  more  palatable,    and  in  every 
iufinitely  superior  to  raw  flour.     All  the  important    nutritive    materia  s    of 
the  wheat,  which  are  of  value  in  forming    bones,    building    op   the    lis 
and  producing    animal    warmth    have    been    carefully    preserved,    but    the 
insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has   been    removed.       Win 
one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as    it  contains   the  phosphates  of  Cal- 
cium. Sodium.  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten.    Albumen   and    Starch, 
all  of  these  '  eing  importnnt  in  nutrition, 
PREPARED  BY 

JtSCHKJTRjiCia  tf  JfHLLEMt. 

400  North  Thirl  Sreert, Philadelphia,    Pa. 
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THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


BARRY'S  CLINICAL  THEROMETERS, 

SELF    REGISTERING. 

A  re  endorsed  by  the  medical  press  and  the  medical  profession  everywhere.    It  Is 

a  positively  correct  little  instrument.    He  will  send  it  to  any  address  on  receipt  ol 

price  S1.25.    Please  see  that  his  name  and  date  of  patent  are  on  each  thermometer. 

Also  his  very  old  ordinary  thermometers,  with  Yale  certificates  of  correction 

JOHN  BARRY,  62  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Please  mention  this  journal.  Patentee  and  Maker. 


S.  J.  MOORE,  Dentist, 

Over  WeilBro's  Store,  Mitchell.  Dakota 


HAMMER    &    HAMMER, 


DRUGG  ISTS 


■AND- 


PHARMACISTS, 


MITCHELL  ,  DAKOTA. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


|k  ||ilfiM  §|||ei  ^ppaFaii 


Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  and  economical  apparatus  and  chem- 
icals for  srenerating-  and  dispensing-  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  Monoxide,  otter i 
called  •'Compound  Oxygen,,  for  medical  use.  Also  scientific  and  genuine  prepara- 
tion of  PORTABLE  OXYGEN,  for  home  and  bedside   use. 


PRICES. 
Office  Outfit,  No.  1,  complete — capacity  100  gallons $  55.00 


Xo.  2,         "                "        200        "     ....   110.00 
No.  3,         "                "        400         "     ....   165.00 
I'ortable  Oxygen,  per  dozen  pint  bottles  with  full    direc- 
tions for  using 30.00 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size,  made  from    gas    pipe, 
plain,     trold-bronzed      or      enameled,      according    to 

finish.  . . $10.00  to  25.00 

(  hirtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  ofinteresting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Address,  £.  P.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty-second  Street  and  Tenth  Arenne,  NewYork 


JilF^Orders  for  Apparatus,  Portable  Oxygen,  Chemicals,  etc., 
received  by  Drs.  Andros  &  Sevey,  at  the  office  of  the  Medical 
Brief.  Mitchell,  Dakota. 


LINCK'S 

Chemically  Pure 

Malt  Extract. 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  not 
be  confounded  with  any  of  the  so  called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  portion   of  solid  substances.     Di 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
whieh  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt.  <>i, 
tained  by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick 
syrup.    It  is  manufactured  at  t  tuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision 
and  is  far  superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.    We  have  hundreds  of 
timonials  f rom  the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,  Germany  and 
France.    Write  to  us  for  them 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

Comer  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Phiadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Sorupulously  Pure  Parinaceoua  Pood  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever-  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it 
ftasily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat  which  are  of  value  in 
forming  bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been 
removed.  Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the 
phosphates  of  Calcium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen 
and  Starch,  all  of  these  being  important  in  nutrition. 
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400  North  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


BARRY'S  CLINICAL  THEROMETERS, 


SELF    REGISTERING. 

Are  endorsed  by  the  medical  press  and  the  medical  profession  everywhere.    It  in 

a  positively  correct  little  instrument.    He  will  send  it  to  any  address  on  receipt  of 

price  $1.35.    Please  see  that  his  name  and  date  of  patent  are  on  each  thermometer. 

Also  his  very  old  ordinary  thermometers,  with  Yale  certificates  of  correction  $2.00. 

JOHN  BARRY,  62  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Please  mention  this  journal.  Patentee  and  Maker. 


S.  J.  MOORE,  Dentist, 

Over  Weil  Bro's  Store,  Mitchell,  Dakota 
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THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 
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Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  and  economical  apparatus  and  chem- 
icals for  generating  and  dispensing  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  Monoxide,  often 
called  "Compound  Oxygen,,  for  medical  use.  Also  scientific  and  genuine  prepara- 
tion of  PORTABLE  OXYGEN,  for  home  and  bedside   use. 


PMIC1SS. 

Office  Outfit,  No.  1,  complete — capacity  100   gallons.  ....$   554)0 
«       No.  2,         "  "        200   "     «     ....    110.00 

No.  3,        "  "        400        "     L65.00 

Portable  Oxygen,  per  dozen  pint  bottles  with  full    direc- 
tions for  using 30.00 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size,  made  from    gas    pipe, 
plain,     o-old-bronzed      or     enameled,      according    to 

finish.  .    $10.00  to  25.00 

Curtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  ofinteresting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Address,  E.  P.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty-seoond  8treet  and  Tenth  Arenue,  New  York 


J^^Orders  for  Apparatus,  Portable  Oxygen,  Chemicals,  etc.. 
received  by  Drs.  Andros  &  Sevey,  at  the  office  of  the  Mj-:i>«.  a< 
Nrief.  Mitchell,  Dakota. 


LINCK'S 


Chemically  Pure 


Malt  Extract. 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  nighty  wherever  introduced,  must  m>i 
he  confounded  with  any  of  the  so  called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  portion  of  solid  substances.  Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
whieh  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  ob 
tained  b3ra  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick 
syrup.  It  is  manufactured  at  Ptuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  persoual  supervision 
and  is  far  superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  ol 
timonials  f rom  the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,  Germany  and 
France.    Write  to  us  for  them. 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

Corner  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Phiadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  Parinaceoua  Pood  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredient* 
whatsoever-  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it 
ftasily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat  which  are  of  value  in 
forming  bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been 
removed.  Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the 
phosphates  of  Calcium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen 
and  Starch,  all  of  these  being  important  in  nutrition. 
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THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


BARRY'S  CLINICAL  1HEROMETEKS, 


SELF    REGISTERING. 

Are  endorsed  by  the  medical  press  and  the  medical  profession  everywhere.    It  is 

a  positively  correct  little  instrument.    He  will  send  it  to  any  address  on  receipt  of 

price  $1.25.    Please  see  that  his  name  and  date  of  patent  are  on  each  thermometer. 

Also  his  very  old  ordinary  thermometers,  with  Yale  certificates  of  correction  12.00. 

JOHN  BARRY,  62  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Please  mention  this  journal.  Patentee  and  Maker. 


S.  J.  MOORE,  Dentist, 
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THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BKIKF 


lm  Qtilfn  ipparatii 


Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  and  economical  apparatus  ami    cl 
merating  and  dispensing  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen   Monoi 
ropound  Oxygen,,  for  medical  use.   Also  scientific  and  genuine  prepara 
[TABLE  OXYGEN,  for  home  and  bedside 


PMICJ^S. 

itfit,  No.  I,  comp]  tacitv  100   gallons 

200  '      -      110.00 

.  3,  ■•        400         -      in, 

Portable  <  per  dozei  with  full    clir 

tions  for  using,  ...  30 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size^ made  from    gas    pipe, 
plain,     gold-bronzed      or      enameled,      according    to 

finish.. $10,001 

Curtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  ofinteresting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Address,  E.  P.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty -seooud  Street  and  Tenth  Avenue,  NewYork 


fl^g^Orders  for  Apparatus,  Portable    Oxygen,  Chemicals 
received  by  Drs.  Andro  the  office  of    the    M"i 

Urikf.  Mitchell,    Dakota. 


LINCK'S 


Chemically  Pure 


Malt  Extract. 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  not 
be  confounded  with  any  of  the  so  called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  portion  of  solid  substances.  l>r. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
whieh  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  malt,  ob 
tained  by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick 
syrup.  It  is  manufactured  at  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision 
and  is  far  superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  of  tes- 
timonials from  the  most  celebrated  pbysicians  in  this  country.  Germany  and 
France.    Write  to  us  for  them 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

Corner  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Phiadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  Parinaceous  Pood  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it 
easily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat  which  are  of  value  in 
forming  bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been 
removed.  Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the 
phosphates  of  Calcium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen 
and  Starch,  all  of  these  being  important  in  nutrition. 
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JlSCHEJTBjtCU  #  JfllLLER. 

400  North  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


THE 


ZD^^OT-ik 


MDIC^Ii 


n 


^  I  I* 


---*  ~*~ 


O         A  /Monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and 

i 

the  Allied  geienees. 


■o>    Z=rz=$%<i==~ 


F.  ANDROS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,    H,  S.  SEYSY,  M.  D., 

Editors,  and  Proprietors. 


•<*■; 


MITCHELL,  DAK.,  FEBRUARY,  1887. 


>»$=; 


vol.  i,  nsrc  11. 


Entered  at  the  Postoffice  at  Mitchell,  Dakota,  as  Second  Class  M:iit«  r. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


BARRY'S  CLINICAL  THEROMETETIS, 
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SELF    REGISTERING. 

A  re  endorsed  by  the  medical  press  and  the  medical  profession  everywhere.    11  Is 

a  positively  correct  little  instrument.    He  will  send  it  to  any  address  on  receipt  of 

price  $1.25.    Please  see  that  his  name  and  date  of  patent  are  on  each  thermometer. 

Also  his  very  old  ordinary  thermometers,  with  Yale  certificates  of  correction  $2.00. 

JOHN  BARRY,  62  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Please  mention  this  journal.  Patentee  and  Maker. 


S.  J.  MOORE,  Dentist, 

Over  WeilBro's  Store,  Mitchell,  Dakota 
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MITCHELL  ,  DAKOTA. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 


Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  and  economical  apparatus  and  chem- 
icals for  generating  and  dispensing  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  Monoxide,  often 
called  "Compound  Oxygen,,  for  medical  use.  Also  scientific  and  genuine  prepara- 
tion of  PORTABLE  OXYGEN,  for  homo  and  bedside    use. 


PMZCES. 

Office  Outfit,  No.  1,  complete— capacity  100  gallons $  55.00 

«       No  2          "                u        200        "     ....   110.00 
«      No.  3,        »                "        400        "     ....   165.00 
Portable  Oxygen,  per  dozen  pint  bottles  with  full    direc- 
tions for  using » •  •  •  •      30.00 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size,  made  from    gas   pipe, 
plain,     gold-bronzed      or      enameled,      according    to 

finish . .  f $10.00  to  25.00 

Curtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  ofinteresting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-live  cents. 

Address,  E.  P.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty-second  Street  and  Tenth  Avenue,  New  York 


^UPOrders  for  Apparatus,  Portable  Oxygen,  Chemicals,  etc., 
received  by  Drs.  Andros  &  Sevey,  at  the  office  of  the  Medical 
Brief,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 


LINCK'S 


Chemically  Pure 


Malt  Extract. 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  not 
be  confounded  with  anj-  of  the  so  called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  portion    of  solid  substances.     Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
whieh  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  mal 
tained  by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick 
syrup.    It  is  manufactured  at  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  superv 
and  is  far  superior  to  anything  ma.'.e  in  this  country.    We  have  hundreds  oi 
timonials  f rom  the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,   Germany  and 
France.    Write  to  us  for  them. 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

'    Comer  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Phiadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  farinaceous  Food  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever-  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it 
easily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
flour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat  which  are  of  value  in 
forming  bones,  building  np  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been 
removed.  Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the 
phosphates  of  Calcium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen 
and  Starch,  all  of  these  being  important  in  nutrition. 
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SELF    REGISTERING. 

Are  endorsed  by  the  medical  press  and  the  medical  profession  everywhere.    It  i- 

a  positively  correct  little  instrument.    He  will  send  it  to  any  address  on  receipt  of 

price  $1.25.    Please  see  that  his  name  and  date  of  patent  are  on  each  thermometer. 

Also  his  very  old  ordinary  thermometers,  with  Yale  certificates  of  correction  $2.00. 

JOHN  BARRY,  62  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Please  mention  this  journal.  Patentee  aud  Maker. 


S.  J.  MOORE,  Dentist, 

Over  Weil  Bro's  Store,  Mitchell,  Dakota 


HAMMER    &    HAMMER, 


DRUGG ISTS 


AND- 


PHARM  AOISTS, 


MITCHELL  ,  DAKOTA. 


THE    DAKOTA    MEDICAL    BRIEF. 
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Supplies  to  reputable  practitioners  reliable  and  economical  apparatus  and  che«* 
icals  for  generating- and  dispensing  Pure  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  Monoxide,  often 
called  "Compound  Oxygen,,  for  medical  use.  Also  scientific  and  genuine  prepara- 
tion of  PORTABLE  OXYGEN,  for  home  and  bedside   use. 


PMICMS. 

Office  Outfit,  No.  1,  complete — capacity  100  gallons $  55.00 

«      No.  2,        "                "        200  '      "     ....   110.00 
«       No.  3,         "                "        400        "     ....   165.00 
Portable  Oxygen,  per  dozen  pint  bottles  with  full    direc- 
tions for  using - •  •  •  •      30.00 

Skeleton  Cabinets,  one  meter  size,  made  from    gas   pipe, 
plain,     crold-bronzed      or      enameled,      according    to 

finish. .  ;.• $10.00  to  25.00 

Curtains  to  enclose  same,  extra,  to  order. 


Reprints  ofinterasting  papers  on  the  subject,  with  reports 
of  cases— 3  pamphlets— sent  on  receipt  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Address,  E.  F.  WALLIAN,  Bus.  Manager, 

Twenty-seoond  Street  and  Tenth  Ayeniie,  UewTork 


|3|f~Orders  for  Apparatus,  Portable  Oxygen,  Chemicals,  etc., 
received  by  Drs.  Andros  &  Sevey,  at  the  office  of  the  Medical 
Brief,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 


LINCK'S 


Chemically  Pure 


Malt  Extract. 


This  excellent  preparation,  appreciated  highly  wherever  introduced,  must  nol 
be  confounded  with  any  of  the  so  called  "Malt  Extracts"  which  contain  Carbonic 
Acid,  Alcohol  and  Yeast,  with  a  very  small  portion  of  solid  substances.  Dr. 
Linck's  Malt  Extract  is  entirely  free  from  all  acids  and  the  result  of  fermentation, 
which  are  well  known  to  be  injurious  to  patients.  It  contains  in  one  hundred  parts, 
seventy  of  solid  substances,  absolutely  nothing  but  the  pure  product  of  mali . 
tained  by  a  process  known  only  to  Dr.  Linck,  and  is  of  the  consistency  of  thick 
syrup.  It  is  manufactured  at  Stuttgart,  Germany,  under  his  personal  supervision 
and  is  far  superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  We  have  hundreds  of  tea 
timonials  from  the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  this  country,  Germany  and 
France.    Write  to  us  for  them. 

ASCHENBACH  &  MILLER, 

Corner  Third  and  Callowhill  Streets,  Phiadelphia,  Pa. 


TORRIFIED      WHEAT       FOOD! 

A  Scrupulously  Pure  Parinaeeous  Pood  for  Children  and  Invalids. 

Prepared  from  the  choicest  quality  of  wheat  without  any  foreign  ingredients 
whatsoever-  It  has  been  subjected  to  a  peculiar  process  of  baking,  making  it 
easily  digestable,  much  more  palatable,  and  in  every  way  infinitely  superior  to  raw 
Hour.  All  the  important  nutritive  materials  of  the  wheat  which  are  of  value  in 
forming  bones,  building  up  the  tissues  and  producing  animal  warmth  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  but  the  insoluble  and  indigestible  silicious  portion  has  been 
removed.  Wheat  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  foods  known,  as  it  contains  the 
phosphates  of  Calcium,  Sodium,  Potassium  and  Iron,  besides  Gluten,  Albumen 
ind  Starch,  all  of  these  being  important  in  nutrition. 

PBEPARED  BY 
aSCUEJVttJiCU  #  JfllLLEK. 

400  Nonh  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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